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TIfE • 

CHARACTER, PREAC^NG, &c. 

* 

Of THE 

K E V E R^ N D 

Mr. OJEQJIQE WHITEFIELD, 

knpsrtjally rcprefented and fupported, in a SERMON, preached in 
CharieliowD, South- Carolina, M^rch ^6th, Anno Domijie, 1740* 
by JOSEPH SMJT^, V.D. M. With a Preface by the Reverend 
Dr. C6i.lVIAN, find Mr. COOPER, of Boflon, New -England, 

* 

TO THE 

E A D E R. 

THEfoUpnifiag D^fcourfci was inclofed to us by 
pur ,<)(e;u' Brptbcrj ^the worthy Aufbor of ic^ 
jsiad Jtre h9,ve r e^d ic with kigh ple^fure and fatisfac* 
tlpn* . Xhe defign is f^fiici^ntly intimated In the Title- 
page. Jt isj indeied) "a Sermon of an extraordinaiy na- 
ture. To give from the pulpit, the perfonal and miui* 
%i^ial chariM^^r of a Hvin^ Preacher, is very unufual, 
PTiipierJiaps .altogether new. fiut fo is theoccafion.-*** 
Andrt^e Dlf^ojurfc muR be looked upon to be apoIo« 
getical iT^ther than encomiaftic. The manifeft de*» 
(^n hSf to fupport the Caufe by vindicatiiig thtj man ; 
not a private and party caufe : but that of Primitive 
Piety, and Catholic Chriftianity ; the Caufe of ChriiT 
ai^d Truth, if the peculiar doGrines of the gofpel, the 
averting -and clearing whereof, was the gl6ry of the 
Reformation, may be fo called? A caufe this, in 
which zeal is fiertainly a virtue. 

A$ to tbeRevercnd Mr. Wbitefield, the perfon refers 
nd to, and named, he is the wonder of the agej and 
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6 To the Reader.. 

no ii>^ mprte eipplpjs the peiis, a^it fill^ up t^e con« 
yerfation of people^ than he does at this day : none 
inore admired and ^Iaudf4. by fome* contemn^'d 
and reproached by others. The common lot of the 
moft eiccellent fnen the world has evfsr had to fbew ! 

ypaW^ fo m^y others, are fpeaking and publifli- 
iiig the^r C^timehts conpemins^ hiix^ with all free- 
dmni Mr^ Smith thought himfelf not precluded. ' He. 
hath h^d as much opportunity as moft* to inform hin^- 
felf concerning Mr. Whitefield-s Aodxintf manner 
of lif^, purpofe, faitbi charijty^ lpng-fufferi|ig» pati- 
eocei periecutions, and afHi£tions' which have come 
linto ifim " and what be has feen and heardj that de« 
clares he unto ua; and we receive his teftimony^ be- 
caofe we koow him to be a Gentleman of good fenfe 
and ftri£i veracity ^ and aUo free from enthufiafiic 
impreffiobsy uialefs feripus religion and experimen- 
tal piety are fo called^ as we have melanchblly occa- 
CoD to obferye they often are. There appear to ui 
plain marks of fincerity and impairtialitf in the foT- 
. lowing account. 4>nd the fame things have been i^- 
poned to us by our Reverend Brethreni of the like 
chara£ler» whom we know and correfpond with} iii 
pl?^ce8 where Mr. Whitefield hath vifittd and preach- 
edm. 

And, as to his thoughts, refpeifting the views of 
Providence, in railing up men of this Kamp and fpi« 
rit in our day, he expreneiBi them with great modefty 
aod,cantion, and we cannot but apprehend they are 
countehapced from Scripture, reafdut and obferva- 
uon. 

When God is about to carry on fahation-work 
with any remarkable fuccefs^ he will raiCe; up fuit- 
able inftrumencs to work by. He will form and 
fpirit men for great and extraordinary undertakings^ 
when he has any great and extraordinary purp<^ to 
erve. ... 


. fit th lUader. 7 

. Tb|W wbea Qod's time fi9r the great and good 
work of boilding the fecond temple was come, Jo- 
(bua and others were animated to undertake it ; anil 
though they were men wondered at» for the warmth 
cf their. aeal ai^d the boldners of their enterprize; that 
so the face of fp many oppofert ^nd diftculties, thef 
fhoold iin4ertake to rebuild the -holy city and the ten^* 
pie % yet they were raifed above all difcouragements, 
and ftpod firm againft all oppofition, being fortified 
with a fpcciai promife of the MESSIAH, in whofc 
ftrengthi and by whofe influence they ihouM be fuc- 
cef^fttUy carried on in their vtotln. " Hear now, O 
'< Jofliua the Hig)i*pr|eft, Thou and thy fellows that 
^< fit before thee; for they are men wondered at: 
•• for I will bring forth my fcryant the BRANCH. 
<< Beholdi the ftone that I have }aid bfsfore Jolhua : 
'* Upon one ftone (hall be feven eyes. I will engrave 
<< the engraving thereof, faith the|!lORD of HOSTS; 
*< .an4 1 will reipove ih^ iniquity of that land in oae 
<« diy,*' ZecB. ii* )J, 9. 

So when th^ gofpel-chur^h wa^ f be fet up'in the 
^rorld^ and the Gentile nadons to' be converted to 
the knowledge and faith of JESlTS, a dozen, poar| 
illiterate fifhermen, wer^ endi^ed with power fVdnl on 
h^h ; and fent forth to opeQ men's eyes, to turn them 
from darknels fo light, and from the power of Satan 
10 God. Atid in them was fulfilled that which is 
written, Katm vUi. 2. •* Out of the mouth of babes 
** and fucklings haft thou ordained llreiJKth, becaufp 
*^ of thitie enemies^ t^at thou mighteft nlU the cnc- 
*' my and the avenger/* 

And when the chvircb was oycrfpread with Popifh 
darknefs, fuperfUtiOn^ and idolatry, and the Romifh 
tyrarmy was at its very height % it pleafed God to en« 
Ifghten fome Ecclcdaftics gradnally in the knowledge 
of his truth, and then animate and affift them to lay 

A 4 
* ill the i6th centurjr. 



If to MTeit kiEkd mdnUin th^ ^re trttths of th^^ot);>e}. 
Of this AumBer Weft ^h^i\!i8 th S\^i!ef}aM» 4n4 
Lurticr ill Gifertoartf -, Yiattti AatNprfllb^tikA ito^e"^* 
faftii^ rcrnfeinbrtftce iH tlie i^ot^ 'of thfe ^h^ch% 

The t^or^tt Mbf^dfitioft that #att te^atfe ^iiili 
the 01, aha ftc toiiteWpt th^t WS» pOW<«l ujid.h 
iherti, infteaddf fc6tfl%/enfiabcd*drt«^0Vag^ ■!%€ 
further feircli th«y inaac into tlife depth tjif titoft cim^-* 
rttptioni that had oVetQ^^aA the ChartSi) A&tMtp 
light «il! hroVe ih lipOh theim. tlicjr fouhd itft ^*bci 
trinea poffoned wi^ bcrefy, ahd itfe '^diftif Wfrti0^ 
irith fiiperflStioo and idolartry; atnlOitlfti^hlt^^fdwii 
tery fike to Paganifo^. JJiidcr this jW]fn*aid*i tlc'y 
loudly caSfled upon all that hid any -tbhcertt^^for^hci^ 
ibuls to go out of 3abyldta> as they ^j«)uld not ^>c ^^V- 
takers of Jjer plajgucs. And ftitiltittrdrt ^f t^e^r^f 
were influenced hf their p^eat^hihg ahd ^riting^i td 
renounce the Romtfli dc^rih^s athd fop^riifticn-, itn^ 
many of the princes of* Europe "tfjtit ihcfih^d toya- 
voiir and fall ih Vf^ith the Keforna^tion. 

As for Luther in paTtictiIar,%c li^Jw a^WnarOuam^^ 
tnd the almighty power. of God wiasitRinctttly hnfaiat- 
feftcd in hirti. J^hcn he firft appeared, V Whit 
*• cdiuld be eicpe^ed from a pbor friar, creeping out 
<* of a cloifter r He w?^ adyifed by hifi friench to get 
5* into bis ceM again* and to ply hi^s prayers^ and hot 
^^ venture upon fo hitzardous ah undertaking, as to 
** preach againft the Pope, w iitemfpt fd knpoftiMe^ 
f* wOr'k as the ireformation Jiut ndt hy mlghc ndx 
♦* power but by my Spirit, faith thejjbrd of Hofts.**-- 
This fingle, inconfidertble mati, w*s *more rhan a 
match for the powers of Rome, ^hd was ittftrumental 
to produce 6ne of the greateft Changes Ae world hag 
ever had to maryelat. 
"^ And when it plcafcc God to renew the face of reli- 


ft'iea i when |ic!nMtaChri(tiaaity, antl ihc powci ei 
godiincfs, Qull be revived in ibc reJToiming ctiiuchciit 
when iKe ptJz.ffoi^ of the gorpel D.iill be icu>« 
frpm ibe tiiU principle* tbcy bnve cmbiaced, r. 
Kbove tbofe dead (bimolities tbcii bare fb Icng r 
in, ai>tl «wakenctl out of tit?.* k^bArgf they i.!e fall 
hilo i wfaen ihs/e expeA^ limes of icform^ion i 
come Of], is it not teafouuble tol'iippole ilui God n 
raife op tbofe«D tffec\ it, wbooi be will furnilh v 
a^uod mcafuTc oiihc primitive apoAoIrcfpiiitt 
hciTCE Ib^ll be inflsiiKd with > burning zcai lof i] 
honour oftbeHc-dcemert nnd love to the fouUof mej 
and who fliill therefore be wiUii^g lo deny lbcm£:I?| 
in tbcfv chings nuhich are dear to tbe mutt ; iliall n 
fcruple to^ out of (be coniiuoii road, to ^(ctdilj 
tritinipbB of the gnfuel, and fetch in fouls to Jtf 
Cbrili i and will not be difcDtuagcd by anjr Oppc 
tion ibcy may meet viith ? CoaGdering the j 
Awe of thiugB ill ibe Cbriiliaa woild, how c 
exptii any great change tor the better, but m 
tbat llial! be ixir^iortiiiiaiy. 

And if ihere is aoy Appearance of fuch a «i 
stiy lime, or in any place, fu^clf we Oiouid take c 
not to flight and undervalue it ; much left Ibould j 
reproach Aiid cenfurc it, or thofe u bo lie Cfcd at n 
flcumcarii in it, To far as it icewt to be fioni heavej 
and full be r it with our prayers, as ihi'fc who < 
waiting, for the kln)<doin of God. 

Vi'e would iheitfore bcfpeak the prayers cf ti . 
faithtuj in C'bnlt Ji:fu£, inio whiofe hands thefepapert^ 
may come, b^^th for out d< ar broiber and the aiich 
of Hiis difcou[fe-, uho is with great zai coctei 
for fi>me impoitdiii poima of the faiih once deli' 
iiriQ. Mur faititB, agajnit fume who openly oprt-lc (li^r 
.'■^'Uting to promote praflical gcdiirtfs, 
• heve divine providence has appointed hi 
<"i<:iM>ion; that be itay be alTiUcd and fu:t 


to To the itiaAr» 

in all Hi« futbfol feracei for the Ke«teemei^6^ king, 
dom : and aUb for the Rev. Mr. WhitefitU, tba^ he 
may» (as he has well exprefied himfelf in fome of hie 
letters to us) *^ be kept homble and dependent on our 
<< deiu: Lord Jeftts;'' be preferfed in hi* travels; 
ftrengthened to his Mcammon labours, and fortified 
agiinft all oppofition : that Satani (who cannot but 
have a peculiar enmity at thofe who fo fet themfelvea^ ^ 
s^ainft his kingdom) may never get advantage of himf h 
C0 the' blemifli or hindrance of the great and good « 
work which we hope is begim and going on ^ that 
God would caufe him always to triomph in Chrift, 
while he makes manifeft the favour of his kno^wMge 
by him in every places and ufes him as ao n^riHiieiif 
to bring back many wmdeting fbeep to the Sbepher4 
and Bifliop of their (wlsr; and very particularly that ^ 
his purpofed coming to us, may be with as full a 
blei&ng of the gofpel of Chrift as other places have 
eaperieocedf and much' more abundant by the wU^awi 
graq: of our God I 
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THE 

CHARACTER, PREACHING, bfc, 

> « 

OF -^SE reverend' 

Mk. GEORGE WHITEFIELO, 

IMPARTIALLY RBPR£S£NT£0 AND SUPPORTS). . 

* Job xxxit. 17. 

Ifaid^ J will anfwer alfo my part^ I tUfo v^illjbe'm my 

opinion. 

MT defiffn from this text^ is to ihew my im^' 
, pwtm opinion- of that Sbn of Thundtr^ who 
JNiar lately graced and warmed. tli& dcflc ; and would 
haifc bq^n jUi ornamentf I think» to the bell pulpir in 
tlie province. Happy (hall I think myfelf, t| I can 
only clinch the nailsi this great Mailer of AflemUies ^ 
jhoit akcady faftened.'^Like Elihu, the gallant jetuiii 
before us^ *< I am now full of msttur ; the : fpirit 
f within me ^conflraineth me : my belly is as wine 
*< which hath no vent it is ready to burft like new 
*< bottles^ twill ^eak that I maybe refreflied "-^ 
Others have freely fpoken their fentiments of tbo 
wondrous man before me ; and I have heard the de« 
jEamiog as well as the applaufe of many.— —-r-*' I faid 
'^ thereforci I will anfwer alfo my part, I will alfo 
•* flicw my opinion " — —In this, I dcfign no offence, 
nor would I give flattering titles to any man, left my 
Maker fliould take me away. I 

The fcheme propofed is, 

I. To (hew my opinion of the doArines he inGfled 
op0D| and well eftablifhed. 

il. To fpeak fometbing of the i&anner of his 
^aching* • 

X att mlnUters of the fofpel are called mafleri of alTcnblicBi 
"•"-*'* Aoooiatiooi on £ccl. xu. XX. 


1 2 Character f Pnafhing^ &c. of 

III. To clFer oiy ieaumeotsuBon his perfonal 

charaftcr. V . 

Lqfily% To give, my thoughts, what Providence 
Utmz to have m its view in rating up men of this 
ftantp in t)ur tJay, ^mpft every where fjpofcen jigainft, 
|ret crowJea after and Julily admired/ 

h I Hiall give you 0iy oipi&ii^ pf the doftrioee he 
itififled upon among us. ' 

To fpeak moie .generaHy, They we»e AoGLxm^ef 
I ao) ol x:|piiuon agr^^le 40 vthe di£latc5 of reafc^n % 
evidently founded uppjofciipture V exaflly corrcfpon- 
dent with ihe article^ of the eftabliOiment ; of great 
ufe and ncc^ity ia formiiig lJif:.Chci^ia» life ; ^hich 
I had. early jaalj^bedlfom tbefeeft fFrHeir? aid fyftciw ; 
Drom'whichlhad never -yet fpcn rejtfeu to recede* anjl 
vhick therefore you are witncfles^ J haye upt fj^ile^l 
to iittrodace and ijiculcafie^ in ihe pourje pf )(uy mjr 
4)i{lry< among you. 
• To be mo^e |>ar]l^£ul9r; 

One of the dcflkri«^cSj» yhich tic has Ji^rdly.|ni|rej| 
over in filchce in aiiy ilqgle di-fcpurfe> is that pf prir 
^inal fin. A t^ucb to marxffcd m j^riptiire.» ihat | 
am almoil of opioioti* k is iaipoiSihle auy fiqcer^j *d%r 
ligent and unprtjudiiced inquire r ihoul4 f^niis Xt-fpf. 
ix is. wxitteu in ikn beain$ ths^^miininay ruu and - 
read. . 

By anginal fin I m^»n nothiug lefs than the imput 
tauon of .^dam^i^ firfl; fin to all his pofterity bjr 
otidlnary, generation; ^vhLch imputation is the re- 
fuitance'of hi^ being conftituted to,a£l for them in 
the extenfive capacity 0^ a legal reprefentativc \ the 
confequence of vhicb !$» tliat inherent corruption 
ofuature, and thofe finful prQjpenfities, we are nond: 

born with into the world. Aa to the point of 

imputation^ it is a dotlrine, k mnft be confcfi'^d, «f 
nioie intricacy; about which, it is therefore pcfTibki 
^ w{;ll,meaniug ni»n may labonr under fome fcni* 
pics, while perhaps he allow* the.. depravity of 
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Tht S^t tfmt Mr, H'k-u/Jl 


nan n»ture. Though I n 


irfl hri) 


•3 

■yc:f iis I 


■my iurprife, thaz any pe rfoii 
Laiti this depravity, and »<. 
neccflary conncftion with 
tuipo^iblc ic it 10 ftfCuce ihu julticc ol (JoJ, wiihouC 
h-ivinj* fcourfe to it : for ctnainly, ih« con up^ioD of 
human nature, fo uiiiv^rfal and inff^umMr, 
t)f the gtcAieft pmiiQiments that couM be iit6i£lc<i- 
upon the rpniies I and that it U inflicledi tpfii 
fi«m henCc, that Cd matir man at ji^ nfrrig 
Now, if (here btr ne previous imputation, lo lay t 
p?.'i f-.jiiilition for this punifhmcnt, then God hn 
ii.'t i.'..i .in evidcac punilhment upun a rate of 
',-"._, Wv innocent, and which had ncithfr finoei 
r-.'iL!:jill), nor yet by imputation; and ih«», \(h 
-.1. ;-:; i^ine <« honour the juflice of Corf by leneui 
':'<.■ J' TJlation, we in fadl pour the hiyhcft diflion- 
o'.i- u;-i)n (hat faci'cd attribute. — Thi*, I fcaCi 
gr^iid icaibn, why the aJvetfaries of ocigj 
bouf To hard to explode the depravity of n 
ihouiiJ ibiry once admit thai, iitty »£ 
they mad admit imputation (oo. 1 lay, I i 

the grjnd reafon. How clfe is it poiCble z 

lt>ouM oucltion a truth, written in cpiiali upon 

lijf/rjl world ! A troth, w« fieel la every jio'jrt 

. : w.: rssd upon our own hediit; 

' upon iinivsrfal naitiir, wi-hio 

L ' cli the nific righiffous Any inA 

i ajid pioans undci ^'■''- >■'' '' 

it la:e incoLtiparablc '' 
liginal (in, when *re c r 

4rtitKc i; in:;. 

I I cantiot ll : v 

(Can be C'li. ■ 

■, wilhoai .„.o«...^. lit li 

toAnnc ol the iicnfturoti, idr^ ,; 
t ft rcfj foudaiiwiitj! 


14 CharaBeTf Pf^ackv^, Sec of 

tvhich, I hope^ God will fuffer none of you to be en- 
ticed, by any fophiftry of the fubtle difputers of this 
world, or charmd of language. .. 

Biit to proceed.-— — 

Another ioCtxmt we have lately bad ia the warm- 
efi language impreiTed upon us, k that Pauline one 
of juftifidation by faith alone. And here you wiU re- 
member, how tne preacher Tindicated himfelf fro^ 
all foi^iciona of Antihbmian error, aiid opening a 
door to licentious manners : for while on the one 
hand, lie earneilly contended for our juftification a'a 
the free gift of God, by faith done, in the blood of 
Chdft, an article of faith delivered to the faints of 
'old ;, ' fo oh the other hand, he took fpecial care to 
guard againft the licentious abufe of it, and would not 
make void the law, when he averted that good works 
were the necefiary frints and evidences of true faith ; 
telling us plainly, and with the cleared diftih£lioii, 
th^ a rian was juftified thefe three Ways ; meritori- 
ouily by Chdft, inftrumentally by faith alone, de- 
<laratively by good works. And believe me, my 
brethren, this is the true gofpel of Jefus Chrift, and 
the writtngs of the apoftles. For when Abraham be- 
lieved Godf was. not it (his faith) imputed to him for 
righteoufoefs ? And yet, was not Abraham our fa- 
tmr juftified by works, w.hen he had ofiered Ifaac bis 
fen upon the altar ! Hl>w (hall we then reconcile this ? 
Why very eafily. The zA of this faith juftified him 
through Chrift, and tb^ offering of Ifaac jufiified that 
Isith : the firft in the fight of God, the other in the 
fight of man. ' In jjUftification faith precedes, works 
follow after ; for if works precede, or had any cafual 
inflaence into our jiiftification, we might feem to 
have whereof to glory before God. But here it is 
the free gift ef God; and boafting for ever excluded 
God, when he juftifies' a man, never finds, but makes 
him holy i without any previous merit, of which there 
can be no ihadow in an apoftate creature. No i Mi^ 
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^___ ■att ye art faved through faiib ,- atid that mt «/ 
ymrfflvtt, it is tht gift of God. And, could 1 lire the 
moil ezifl life ever man lived ; could I evCD cwd 
iKe virtues of the pious preacher himfelf ; could t 
produce it many good works as the faints in all ages 
collected togciher ; I would not for leo tfaoufiind 
worlds put my juftificatlon upon them : 1 would only 
conftdcr them, as bri|;;ht and pleafant evidences of the 
truth of my faith in Chrill. Good works are valuable 
things; God forbid we (hould Ijfp a word agaiirft 
[hem, in their proper pl?cc ; we plead for thcnt) %re 
preb the practice of them, as incumbent upon all 
Chtiftiansi but we cannot allow them any (haift > 
Our juf\ification before God. They may protew 
arejul^Bed; but they cannot jufUfy uG- NoTerilvri 
Nat by -wDrki of rtghteimfurp ivhich -we have dsn^ out 
i (ni (nun mercy, Codfaveth us. Hitherto the? Otkf 
(ircachei u orthodox in his doArinei which both cx- 
(.ludea Hceniioufnefs, eftabltfhcs the law, and cxalli ■ 
free grace i the evident defiga and language of the J 
^ofpcl) and which, 1 am of opinion, every tniniftci of I 
Ctirin Oiould eanieflly contend for^ becaufc the (in- 
ner mull firft fee himfelf naked, before he will come 
:o Ctirift for his white raiment -, the pure and fine 
:iiien, which is the righieoufnefs of tbc (ainta, and 
which Icounfel youatl to buy of him. 

Rcgcnctation was another great dofltine, whUb 
ihe excellent man much infifted upon ; hardly » Gngle 
fcrm on, but he mentioned it, fometioies more than 
d one, and perhaps the beft of hii ilifcouifcSt 
^ftffy upon this fubjefl. Nor can any m;m 
Mifed, that a miniflei of the Mew Tc.flament 
't;tiearti)y efpoufe a principle, which our 
nblf bcfian to fpcak, and sfTerted at a fonda- 
nt of Qiriftisnity. indifpetifibly requifite to 
tf I and this with fo much reh^mency, «fid 
tition. Vrrily, verily, IJiiy utrtothtt^ at',, 
I h ^-rb agdst (/rpin aiavtj M <0»i\<il fM \ 


i4 Chur^cr^^r<a(ifftng% Jk^^ of 

ibe^^ ilrigdm rfOod. Hp afiafCft qtji Wr< «a^ 6^ iorff 
if waUr mfdaf fht Sj>irk* Our>egtnfr3lti0n r^fuJU 
ia Ms o^cefltty^ from ^rigiaal fxtu Tliev ^hat ^[rd 
J^apiti in inifttUj^ f^d (Qnc^ivcd inftUy muft be w^ihied 
^od cl«anfcd«*i>«-&)|: w^ich isnot meant th^ iper^ 
/an3|is SIU4 ritefi oi Ba[^ufn) ^ pot the w^^'iig ^yfvf 
ibe filth of tkc 4e&^» ^v ^^ ^rorriipt Pbariifeea mig^it 
waih their bands^ ^nd the Qutlide of the. ^up ; h^V.t tlhfii 
a^fver of a good contci^nce cowards Go4» pu^gei^ $j|^ 
the W005J of Chrift. For vc can only be /gyiah^ m 
^q/hifig 9f r^g^mratmi, and the r^aewng ^ the ffcd^ 
Qhofi : ^he infuGon of a new life^ a diWoe^ heavenly^ 
and. prolific principle. As wt ate hlf nfit are dead |(| 
trefpai&a and (in8| God muft quicken us by hi| Spict^^ 
and through that we muft t^rtify the dJds tfihe iom 
dy^ ond frudfy the fkjh nmth its lufts and (^fftElim$f 
1^41^1 Aitil we know (until wei^cl the e^uxedit^ggre^t:- 
oe& of ) ^ power of Chrift*a refucre^iont we. have 91a 
part in him : we cannot ex»ter into heaved i or» if we 
.IhauUiy o^r i^^ petit^n woijild be». to be dUcbarged 
. '^ C^oa as pd^ble PleafiUre is ^he refult. of harmony ; 
the nature muft agree with the 4rt>je£l: there ipufi oe 
a great cbaoge upon ifae i^turei tomake us fufcep- 
tlfe of the picafores of God's prefence.— 1^- 

Cavillers an^ fi;oSerS| I kaow, there are enough^ 
ia thefe laft days, ^g^inft U^U doQrine. Some i^auer 
of Ifrael m^y aft» /foiu can thefi things Bi i Can a 
ntarij nuhsn he is Mp eftiet ajetond tiui^ inta bis mother^s 
irornk^ and i/ i<>r«.«— » -Who ever faid he could ? Or 
what would it ^v^i; i/he (bould i But, I h<m» there 
may be Cucb a t&ing as a fpiritual birih» fuBfequfgat ^ 
to the Datttral.--*- Iilaf ^ tifi^ht again brgotte^to 
z UvcJy hope ? May not Qod^ of bjs own will, do it by 
h:{i Word and Spirit ? And may 9^ not then become 
as liiile children and tkew born iahes^'-'-^vn not of 
bloody nor of the will. of man^ nor of the will of the 
fieflb, but of God? Arc^e not told, in themoftex- 
preb languagCi^-^'/i^ which is boru f>f th fi^Jb% i^ 
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fiejbf and that which is torn of the Spirit ^ is Jpiritf 
Are aot here two births, one natural, the other ipiri- 

tual ? 1 am really altoniihed, any man (hould read 

his Bible and his own heart, and be a ftranger to this 
do£trine of the new-birth ; without which all our 
boafted morality, and ethical virtues, however fpten- 
did and rhetoricated upon, can never adorn us in the 
fight of God, nor qualify us for his redeeming love. 

True religion is an inward thing, a thing of the 
heart ; it chiefly refides there, and confifts in a right 
wdifpofitton and fan£i;ified temper of the will and af- 
fe&ions ; and as we have been lately Itold, in righte^ 
oujhefsf peace, and Joy in the Holy Gboft. Whtth na- 
turally introduces another doftrine, nearly allied to 
this, and which was very ftrongly infilled on, viz. 

The impreffions or (which was the preacher's own 
phrafe) inward feelings of the Spirit. And here ydii 
remember, how he guarded againft the invidious cen- 
^iiire, of afluming the character of an apoftle. 

He renounced all pretenfione to the extraordinary 
powers and figns of apoftlefliip, gifts of healing, fpeak- 
ing with tongues, the faith of miracles ; things pecu- 
liar to the age of infpiration, and extin£): with them. 
He alfo allowed thefe feelings of the Spirit were net 
in evtfy perfon, or at all times, in the fame degree ; 
and that though a full afluranoe were attainable, and 
wbat every one fliould labour to attsiin, yet not of ab- 
folute necei&ty to the being of a Chriftian.— -*Only 
he aflferted that we might feel the Spirit of God, in 
his fanOJfying and faving impreffions, and witnefling 
with our own Ipiries. And what is there in all this 
repugnant to feafon4 , What is there in itj but what 
is perfe£tly agreeable to fcripture 1 How can we be 
'ltd by the Spirit, or have joy in the Holy Ghoft* :v?ithr 
Oiif fome fehfible perceptions of it 1-^'r^Cati I ^ajtty 
time feel my foul in facred raptureS) burning Wkh<^e 
-love of God, and of Chrifl;» and all my beft paf&ons 
alive ? Gan'lleela fecret pleafure in the ivord^ ^rdl^ 
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nanceSyand communion of God ? Can I iafieihe po'wers 
^th^vforidto come? Can I ieel the^hreateninge of 
God iroprefTed upon my confcieocey or promifes of 
paradife working upon my hopes ? Can I groan un« 
der the burden of my corruptions, or exult in the li- 
berty of fpirit} I may fometimes have^ in a cairn and 
retired hour, in the meditation of my :pardon} and the 
contemplation of heaven and immortality ? I fay. Can 
I have all thefe things in me, and do I feel them upon 
my foul, and yet this do6lrine of feeling the Spirit 
be burlefqued and ridiculed, in an age of infidelity^ 
and of nricu who love to fpeak evil of thetbings which 
they Inow not f Indeed a finful and adulterous gene* 
ration may feek after a fign. Bat what fign can we 
give them of thinga that muft be known by being felt ? 
Or what ideas can I convey of light to the blind, and 

of harmony to the deaf? Let God toiicfa their 

hearts as he has done ours, and they Ihall feel-wfaat we 
feel ; and what I would not but feel, for millions of 
worlds. But till then it is impoflible in nature to re- 
prefeos it, in a full adequate light to them ; and they 
may as well afk for mathematical demonftrations in a 
point of pure morality.— —^This is a dof^riae I have 
been aquainted with thefe many years; it is not 
new or furprifing to me ; you have heard me*i}reach 
it fcores of tipiesi though perhaps, clothed in other 
exprelliops, and the influences of the Spirit, the in»« 
prefCons of grace. And however derided by feme, 
whib fet up and carefs a fyftem of rati^al religion, I 
hope to have always enthufiafm enough to maintain 
that the Spirit of God may be felt.— -To conclude 
this head, all the dof^rines now mentioned, are pri* 
mitive, proteftant, puritanic ones ; which our good .. 
fathers^ conformifts and diflenters, have 6Ued their • 
writings with : and as Dr« Watts :ha8 well fhferved* 
f* They fill heaven apace, for God was with them.** 
Yet all that vafl: reverence^ with wjt^ich I bei^rd 
theft doClrines from the mootb of dor hunous 
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preicher, could not win my appUufe or approbatioa 
(if Tome few hai (her epithets and cxprcOionG (rem knov 
vbdt 1 mcanj which dropc from bis !ipi. The(e in 
my opinion, may be pronouiic<;<1 failings i bui fuch sB 
vkin wentl a warm zeal for onhodoxft in the potnU 
of ihc laft importance} arile fiom a priocipte of COD- 
Lienoe, and arc found inccfwoven with [he bnghteft 
ihdrj&ers: and he that has nonei lee him caft the 
-rii aonc. 
II, I {Itali netl give you my opinion of the manner 
■" his preaching. 

And here 1 need not fay, nor cm my pen defcribe 
' i:^ •£lIon and geilure, in all their flrength and de- 
-neies. He is certainly a finifhcd preacher, aada great 
rnlier of pulpiE-oratory and elocution, while a noble 
-l^ligence ran thro' his flyle. Yet his difcoutles 
^-rc very extraordinary when we conGdcr how liiila 
li^y were premeditated, and how many of ihem he 
:-.^t us, the tittle time he was with us— Msny, I itult> 
.ivefdt, and will long feel the impreSions of \Af 
.)! and fire, the paOionand tianteof his eiqitclTionB- ! 
': h^ch were fuch, that I cantioi thin'it my pul>lic rb«- 
. ter of him*, in the leaft exceed* theboandgsC 
::r)i and &.nQ. verity ; only making ihHt allowance 
■■■■■ figures of (pcech, which 13 always utpeded, upun 
:'ra>jrdiaary occaCone, and in ihc portraiture of 
::at cbaraAers. 

He appeared to me, in all hiGdifcoutlefi, fcrydieps 

■ iiTeflcd and impreffcd in his own heart. How dtJ 

1: burn and boil within him, when he (pake of tbc 

-igi he had made, touching the King ' how ww 

tongue like ihe pen of a ready wmei f (wucHinj' 

■"iMi > coal from the altar! With what a i^jw of 

' ;.: a ready profuGon ot laitgua^e, did he 

'tpon the great tnincerna of out f' uis ^ In 

■ I nj; light did he fet cur eternity before nt ? 

' lI r did he prefa Chrift Bpon a» ? Ha« <tM 

! (laffioui irilh^ihc confliaining Jor^r^ fach 

B a 
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a Redeemer ? The awei the filencei the attentioni 
^hicfa fat upon the face of fo great an audiencei was 
an argument) how he could rejgn over all their pow- 
ere. Mady thought, He fpale as never man fpokeht" 
fore him. So charmed were people with his manner 
of addrefsy that they (hut up their (hops^ forgot their 
fecular bufinefsi and laid aCde their fchemes Tor the 
i(^orld$ and the oftener hepreached^ the keener edge 
lie feemed to put upon their defires of hearing him a- 
gain 1 How awfully, with what thunder and found 
did be difcharge the artillery of Heaven upon us ? And 
yef, how could he foften and melt even a foldier of 
Uiyfies, with, the love and mercy of God ! How 
doiie, ftrongi and pungent.were bis applications to the 
coafcience ; mingling light and heat, pointing the ar- 
rows of the Almiehty at the hearts of finners, while 
he poured in the balm upon the wounds of the con- 
trite, andmade broken bones rejoice i Eternal themes, 
the tremendous folemnitieaof oiar religion, were all 
alive ifpoii his tongue ! So methinks (if you will for- 
give th^ figure) faint Paul would look and fpeak in a 
puipit, ^d^itt fome fuch manner, I have been tempt- 
ed to conceive of a feraph, were he fent down to 
preach among us, and to tell us what things he had 
fecn and heard above ! How bold s(|id courageous 
did he look ? He was no flatterer, would not fuffer 
men tofettle upon their lees; did not prophecy fmooth 
things nor fow pillows* He taught the way efGodin, 
irutl^ md regarded nd the perfm of men. The po- 
Itteii, the tttmtt modifli of our vices he ftruck at, the 
mod fftfliionable entertainments i regardlefs of e- 
vet y one's prefence, but his in whofe name he fpake, 
With this authority— He delivered his own foul, very 
ftarply rebuked our balU and midnight afiembliet, 
that bane of all that is ferious and retig^otts : amd I 
t^are watrant, if none wduld gb to thefe diverfioiis, till 
ihe^have anfwered the fo^nn queftions he putco 
their coufcicnccsi our thisatto wQiild foon £nk and 
perifli* '^ "^ ^ ..^^ 
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f on may be furc I ms not difplcafcd wilh this pan 
tiiAt contluft, whciil have fo often niyfdf mcn- 
*ircd ihcfe ihingE, as of pcmiciouG tendenqr to ^^ 
.^uls, lelij^on, and profpeiiry And wfao can Uamc 
. Timifter's freedom and zeal ; what hard mcifufcs, 
"lilt cruel ttcBtment would it betocenrnteourplain- 
^feof fpecch; vhen our very coinmilFion fe<)uirM 
<to lift up our voice like a trumpet, to cry aloijil^ 
-n<i not (pAie, to (hew people their Iranfgreflioni-i 
. >r! when the blood of your fouls, the mod infuppoil- 
• iiie thing in the world, muft be required >i our 
I 'iiiis, if we be afraid to warn ! I am fure, would 
[ ' ipic cotiGder this, and that we cannui poflilily pro- 
if any temporal advantage to ourfelves, by (Itiking 
^' ibe right (ye, ihcy would apphud, nml not ccd- 
i;.'f, our warmth and freedom. 1 inuli tcU jou, 
':-''-r ind over again, fuch thing; are dangerous tn yMir 
oiiis i this cannot confift with your Chrillian profcC- 
: ■:! and baprifm ; they tend to devour tiie dtAi and 
'- ' ■ ■; ;lie youn^ fpringa of virtue, and to ciaza 
■ 'riis imprefiions. 

: c voice of niiniders cannot be hctrdi at 

:u~ circumllances of our cotintry, ftml Ihs 

.liitrrojring* of providence, aweandrcltnin tit{ for 

[c 1 im it is now a time to mourn, and not to dance: 

111 the fcripiiife fe^erelf threatens a people, tbu dif* 

■■'■ ' 'Ki: nperatione of God's hands- 

'Jti proceed to (hew my opinion of oor 
-:. hh perforial characler fiTiX bi-havisur 
-J y t^ikc courage, and clialkngc hit wortl 
I by any thing to the ch»rf^ of his morale, 
u his (incciity, lb vilible in his vhde dc. 

; :s up faith a'one, inouj junifin- 
r he \n ii^ircfut to mai'iiain good 

Mi^odtinefs and wottdty JullLiio 

iuily, and godlr. Titfc tham> 

■^ gacc til Cud uacheth ti^ ^ and ^aw oiocb of (bl 
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doflrine has he tranfcribed into his life ? How rich 
haa he beea in all good worka i What an eminent 
pattern of pietf towarda God ? How holf and ua- 
Uamcabie in all conTcrfatton and godlineft? How 
feafoiiedi bow mach to the nfe of edifying, all his diC* 
coi^rfca? How naturally does he tiam them to reli^ 
gHon? How mueh is he giTen to meditation himfelff 
and how does he labour to excite it in others ? 

It is indifputable with me that he affefts no patty 
religioQf nor fets himfelf at the head of any : bad this 
been his ainii ;no man lining has had fairer Qccafiona- 
^fferjed % but lie abhors the fpirit^ h6 endeavours to 
fupprefs it. He is alw^s careful to time his Sabbath 
difcoUjrfes, foaanot to interfere with the (btedhourv 
jof worOiip, in that church, of whiicb be is a profbfied 
member and jnimftert and in the opinion of many 
people a very bright ornament i becaufe, as he told 
us, he would not tempt away hearers from their pro- 
per and .refpe£live paftors. And is not this a noWe 
and generous, a catholic and Chriftian fpirit I He is 
;not bigotted lo the modelities and lefler rites and 
forms of religion, while zealous enough and very 
warm and jealous in all its eflentials, efpecially inHihe 
divine honours and Godhead of bis Saviour* He pro- 
fefies love to good men of every deitomination, and 
told us, that the tingiom ofheaveft conjifttd mt of meats 
and drinks. He appears to me a man full o£ the Ho- 
ly Gbolt and of faith. Though his prayers, in this 
pulpit, were 9II extempore, yet how copious, how 
ardent,, with what compafs of thought ? The fpirit 
of grace anci fuppiicaeioQ feemed to be poured out 
upon him id plenty, ^nd to kinc^le and animate his de* 
votions. He prays in public, wjth 4hat fpirit, varietys 
and fluency, which could only be expe^ed from a 
man, who was no ftranger to the f^cred duty in pri« 
vate> — He liye^ oiuch by faith, and above the world: 
defpife&: preferments and riches; of which laft, I am 
told,, he has' had great oflfers in Europe— His heart 
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(ettai fet upon doing good. He gues about bEi great 
Mi(ter*a work wiili diligence and applicuion! Mid 
with fncb chectfulncfii, an would make one in love 
'.vitfi a life of religion, which has io msn]r inwud 
:ririiijs of the belt romforis, snd W not ihil gloomy, 
nitlancholy thing, which prejudice and iro»giri»ian 
:::akc it. He U proof agaiiift reproach and inve^ive. 
When he \& reviled, revilcih not ag^in, bnt prays 
iKinily for all hii enemicB, and that fucli aft oppore 
iKctiuih, may be converted toil He profenesbim- 
.'I'lF to hf dcwn his life for Chriil, and to fpeod and 
!ic fpent in the fervice of fouls. — Such a innn has all 
i-na^inable cluim to our higbeil loie and honour. I 
(V«Iy own he has taken my heart, and ( feel hiB re- 
I roaches. — God fcems to be with him of a tturh t blB 
fct his f»1 upon him: his rod has budded, and bs 
hu many 10 whom he can fay, Yt art my tpifila. 
What ver he has preached he has been chionged, and 
»tay have come to him packed in their hearU, fay- 
iiig, Wh.iljhjll ive do to be favtd ? He ha« put a neUr 
■ice upon rt'ligion, my letters inform mc, in fonu: 
jopuIouB cilice and parts of our neighbouring conti- 
niint t given new life to minifters and people ( nildo 
>:monsi once a drug, a vendible commodify atnoilff 
bemj evening and weekly ledtures ate fet ap, and 
i-ia^B ciowdcti with perfons of different peifuafinntt 
i has put 9 damp upon iheir polite ctverfioiu, 
' \y3 dwindle as Ctltii^ianity revives Sore- 
.:i could do thcfi: things, I had almori raid* 
ij.i/iicise, uTilefsGod wtrc wiibhim, wboglvct 
^incrcafe, f^ien ivhen I'oul plaiHr, and jSp'jSvr 
Had eccleftsnic piftvmenis beeii his idol^ 
(repntation his motive, un \:<: li.-i^ i.i.kfn a f*e- 
Piy 10 acquire rhci li-t 

^kCod *oiiid V ■■ I -'V, 

3 fo many fcil: ' 'I't 

lnf:lf makes ffoud i>->>. ■•■■■. ^ -• i^ha- 

t of good tuiniuof. Tt JbeU htvw lhfm4f 
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their fruits* Either the fruits and fuccefs of their int-< 

niftry, the defign and tendency of their do£trinea, or 

the frttits^f the Spirit in their lives* And wbich of 

thefe have been wanting in this extraordtnarf man ? 

Who can o^e£l agaifift the tendency of his do£trine& ? 

And for fttccefsi his enemies know it to their ,own 

confttfion, And who can fay his life is unfruitful, or 

that he has sq>peared like an immoral man ? He ren>- 

ders to all their due. . While zealous for the things of 

Gody he is a friend to Csefar ; a loyal fubjef): to King 

Georgei heartily prays for him and his royal houfe ; 

•« Mayit abide before God P* A prayer, to wfai<^, I 

doubt not, you are all ready to fay, Amen* 

. Bttt to proceed with our chara£ler of the preachert 

whom bath he wronged or defrauded ? Whofe ox or 

■ivbofe afthkth he taken P Say, if any man hath found 

ought in his hands : fo far from it, that he feems to 

lire, not by bread alone, but by the word and promife 

of God $ without taking thought for the morrow, 

vffiat hejbdicat^ or drink ^ or put on. 

And for dliarity, as it coniifts in compaffion and aO;s 
of beneficeiice, we have few men like*minded. In 
this grand circle of pra^cal religion, he feems to be 
a fecond Job, as well as for patience j and dcfcrvcs 
a good report of all men, and of the truth itfelf. Had 
he be^n under any criminal influence of a mercenary, 
covetous temper, had he coI]r£led money for himfelf, 
in hi« journeying often, and itinerant preachings, tin- 
der.the pretext of doing it for thje poor, as he was 
fiandercufly reported, he had certainly a fair oppor- 
• turiity ta enrich' himfelf But we have feen a plain 
HtX cannot b^ denied, that hexaft all into the trea- 
fury* and fcrves the tslblc of the poo^ with it. — Strol- 
iir:^ 2nd Vagabond orphans^ poor and belpltfs, without 
father, «4th mt mother, without purfe, and without 
friend, hef.eks out, picks up, and adoptsinto hisfamiJy: 
Heisnowbuiidingaccommodation8,andlayingthe1>eft 
fouft49tion for their fupport and religious in(lru4lionf 
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witVioDt an; viHSlc ftttK)-. encouraged to^oon^^H 
fkilb, frotn the lliining «]:u:nplc of ihc ^rrut p^'^fd^H 
for in Germany, nUoi"-'. ^^^I 

sltncli nothing ; and rjl. q^| 

the woriil'^r and altonillin - -^^^1 

is. » liciiCiQe «-e)l-pkaliiig i~ '„.... < ..^ , ^, ^fa^H 

poor will biers him, T&t Ittjing of him ttat -uot r«M^H 
t6 ptrijb, ■win come upon htm ! — He hath difperTei^^H 
broad, he hath given to (hepooc; hu righieoufis^^l 
ought to enduie, an<l be celebrated zmong us. lA^^^I 
■ his, iet none call him an uncharitable man ; &*r*^^^| 
biinhtrr evidence of pure religion than ihis, Ca>.fi^^| 
the fatheriefs in their afliiction, ^^H 

AxtA permit me here, m jnin in my thanks to Vo^^l 
And the Other charitable dirpofed ChriClian», wko&«f^| 
(liown iheir bowels of mercy in the late fcfy I^H^I 
colledion for the * orphanhcufc in Geofgia. "^i^^H 
it a.n honoui lo our whole town. And, lulicvc ii^^| 
f 0!i will never be a penny the poorer, (or ticlpinf tM^| 
poor: Tht't 'jir hovg nlways -with us, and uyumiufl^^H 
•U" havi dorif unfo them, -we have done it imn ^i^^H 
Slid cannct fail oi 3 reward ; at lealt llie rciloQ^^H 
\re make upon it, on our latl bed, will give ua »^^^| 
tatitbclion, than what we contribute lo (be ^upf^^l 
of balh and afr.^mblies of muric, to the pride aad 1^^| 
utiet of life ; nor can it fail to occafion ronii* ihaf^^H 
piwlrpl llr'> God. ^B^ 

1 - I ■-. D,;e<^d, under Uic Uft bead, to gnc mf 
i; I , • views providence may bare tn ftiftriB 


tnp, 


--.If. 


K> CharoQifi Preachings &c. of 

and myftic t0 be folly uoderftood : the feals of that 
book are feldom brokeiii until the federal periods of 
accoiiq>lifliment^ which makes time the heft and fureft 
expofitor. Bttt certainly, if we can difeern the face 
of the iky in die momingy we might make fome hum* 
ble and faint cOnje£lure^ at the times and feafoasr 
wliich the Father keeps in his own power. Now we 
a^d none of U8.ign(»rant, how far the primitive fpirit 
ti Chf iftianity has funk into a mere form of godlinefs. 
Irreligion has been ruCbing in, even upon the Protef- 
tant world like a flood : the deareft and moft obvious 
doftirines of the Bible have fallen into low contempt ; 
thepi^inciples and fyftems of our good and pious fa* 
tbers have been more and more exploded. And now* 
behpld ! God feems to have revived the aiKient fpirit 
and do£lrinf8. He is raifmg up our young men, with 
zeal and courage to ftem the torrent. They have been 
in labtmr more abundant ,• they have preached with* 
fuch fire, affiduity, and fuccefe ; fuch a folemn awe 
hiaye they flruck upon their hearers ; fo unaccount- 
aWy have they conquered the prejudices of many per- 
fons ; fuch deep €onvi£lions have their fermons pro-» 
duced ; fo much have they roufed and kindled the 
zeal <ii minifters and people ; fo intrepidly do they 
puih through all oppofition, that my foul overflows 
with joy, and my heart is too f uU to exprefs my hopes* 
it looks as if fome happy period were opening, to 
blefs the world with another reformation. Some 
great things feem to be upon the anvil, fome big pro« 
phecy at the birth : God give it ftrength to bring forth ! 
May he efpecially water the good feed his fervant has 
plentifully fown.among us ; may we remrember how 
we have beard, and bold faft ; may we cherifli con- 
vi^on; be fixed and rooted in our Ghriftian faith; 
not rebel againft the light, nor make (hipvFreck at laft| 
by the various winds of doftrine whit^h are blowing; 
upon us ! 
Thus have I anfwered for 01 y part, and (hown my 
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optniofi \ I have done it in the integrity of my heart \ 
I have dtifGgned no offence $ only fupported the doc- 
trines and chars^er of a preacher» which lore and 
duty conftrain me to honour and defend ; while I pre- 
clude no man from (hewing his opioioOy who ihail do 
it wkh the fame impartialiey. 
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PREFACE 


nPHE following Sermons, I think I 
may fay, were given me by the 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; and a<?fcording to 
Hiy prefent light, are agreeable to the 
form of found words delivered to us 
inthe lively oracles of God. They con- 
tain the fum and fubftance, I will not 
fay word for word, of what was deli- 
veredfrom the pulpit; for, as I had 
no occafion in America, Scotland, and 
England, to preach upon the fame 
^'►bjefts, I was obliged, according to 
^c freedom and affiftance given me 
m above, to enlarge, or make ex- 
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PREFACE. 

curfions,agreeable to the people's cir- 
cumftances amongft whom I was 
preaching the kingdom of God. I 
had no leifurfi or freedom to com- 
mit any of them to writing, but dur- 
ing my laft voyage from America to 
England j^or do I exp©6l to find lei- 
fure to write down any fxefli DiC- 
courfes, till it fliall pleafe God that- - 
I embark again. May the Spirit of 
God> who delights, out of the mouths 
of babes and fucklings, to perfe<St 
praife, blefs them lo every "Reader, 
and put it into their hearts to pray 
for their poor unworthy fervant in 
Jcfus Chrift, 

GEORGE WHITEFIELD. 
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SERMON I. 


The Lord our Righceonfneft, 


Jerbhuh xxiii. 6. 
The Lard imr JiighUmfntft. 

WHOEVER is acquainted with Ac oature offl 
mankind in general, or the propcnfity ofhts \ 
own bfarc in pariicubr, inul\ acknowledge tfait ntlf^f 
rigbTeournefs is the lalt idol that U rooted out of |ha 
hean.— Being once bom under a covtniini of worh^ 
it is cuiufsl for us all (o have rccouil'e lo a ccvetmn^ 
of vorki for our everlalling ralvaiion. And wt 
coniracled fuch a devilifli pride by our fall fiom 
tlidt we would, if not wholly, yet in pan at Ii 
L'lcry in being the caufe of our own falvation. Wa ' 
i.i V OLI againft Popery, and that very jnllly ; tut w« 
; 1 <; all Papifh, 4t l^ali I am fure wc are -ill Arming- , 
k , uid therefoie, no wonder fj|nanyn»- 

- ih:tt fcheme. I:*i( troc, we ilif- 
~ fif merit, arc aniomtd dueillv *3 
...J .,,.V EO"-' It il" ^■'■■'^'' "' '-■■•I- I' ■ '-■ 
.hk: Apullii: cxcd!.:;' 
. ^i: fcien a ciicuii, i ■ 
■•■■A. Mv\. likeih<; ■■ . 

I'l PiitLonl. 

!t, ihiuf;t< alas! ifac tuoA c»ninion 
-...■-1 ycifccn nnder tHefun. Anevil^ttuiC 
r '--, c^ccially ia tfaefe i)re|ft,sf tiinS Mhttdil. 
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we live, cannot fuf&ciently be inraghed again{):.-«For 
as it is With the people, fo it is with the prieits ; and 
it is to be feared, even in thofe places where once the 
truth, as it is in Jefus, was eminently preached, ma« 
ny Minifters are fo fadly degenerated from their pioas 
anceftors, that the doctrines of grace, efpecially the 
perfonal, allfafBcient righteoufnefs of Jefus^ is but. 
too feldom, too flightly mentioned. Hence the love 
of many waxeth cold ; and I have often thought, was 
it poQible, that this fingle confideration would be fuf- 
ficient to raife our venerable Forefathers again from 
their graves \ who would thunder in their ears their 
fatal error. 

The righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift, is one of thofe 
great my(teries which the angels defire to look ifUo^ 
and feems to be one of the firft leifons that God 
taught men after the fall. For what were the coats 
tbit.God made to put on our firft parents, but typea 
F the application of the merits or righteoulheis of 
Jefii? Chrift to believers* hearts ? We artf told, that 
thofe coats were made of (kins of beafts, and as beafts 
were not then food for men, we may fairly infer, that 
thofe beafts were ilain in facrifice, in commemoratioii 
of the great facrifice, Jefus Chrift thereafter to be 
oiFcred. And the ikins of thofe beafts thus flaia, be* 
* ing put on Adam and Eve, they were thereby taught 
how their nakednefs was to be covered with the righ» 
teoufnefs of the Lamb of God. 

This is it which is meant, when we are told Abra- 
ham believed on the Lord, and it was counted to him 
for ric^hteoufnefff In ftiort^ this is it of which both 
the Law and all the Prophets have fpoken, efpecially 
Jereinialvin the words of the text.—— 7>^v Xtjr^ cur^ 
righteoufnefs ,'""^'' 

1 propofe through divine grace, 
L To confider who. we are to underftaad by t?-e 
word tard* 
IL How the Urd is man's rigbteoufreft. 
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^■l. I will coafiiler Tonic of tbe chief itytSiaHt tbai 1 

HMener.ilIf urj^d a^ainl) this dofitinc- ■ 
H[V. I fhall <hew fomt vet/ i// confiqvfntes that fIo# 

^knllr from dttiying f^xB ilortrinc. J 

^V. Shall conclude with un exhortation ion// to 4 

^K to Chrin by /<iif>(, that lUej may be <nat)led to- \ 

^■Vilh the prophet in our \x^i, The Lafd sur i^h J 

mfmfT. i 

I- I ann to cotifider who we art to uiiderllj)n<l by 1 

he word Lord— -The Lord our tighteoiifntfs. 1 

And if any Arians or kiocinians are .ir^wiir by curi- 1 

jlity to hear what the babbkr has to fay, let Hitm j 

■afliaaied of denying the diviniiy of thatljord (hat J 

ni bought poor Gnnecs with his precious blood — For I 

'- i>rrron mintioneil in the text under \Sv: ch i .iltcx 1 
r ■ '■;. JsfuBChrift.— A-foW, vcr. .( . ■ ' . 
',,rd, that I iDttl raije tt/ile /.'.. 
■ , a King Jh.i/i rrif^n anJ ^-r' 
,^..^M,'ni ami jtijace in th^ ..j/r -t^-^ 
'Cr 6. JuMh Jhail h [aval, H|^U 
''■('^ji and th'u h hit ru'.ie n '4!^^^H 
■/"■'-: hrJa,ir righlto-j/»e/i .-^S' '''^■Pl 

- I'ut wc aiC to ur.di.-'; Hfi J 

: called the Loid izi :;;«: | 

ncTtest in the l> ' uiiy I 
. ih7.t is funicieiit ; . .. •'-"■i 
\l\ belong to JefusCn/itt, '<•■ -■ 
hsTeitinihemirf;insofyfturL. 
^'■1 ,'j -rt ;ln original fthirvah, whitli 1 

^^^^■^ bimfdf Come thett, ye Anuii^, I ..1 iLc J 

^^^HB^bov down before biin, an-l bortouc him, H 

^^^^^JRionour the Paiher. Lckiii of the aofj^s, J 

^^^^^HUp^-(bir9, and wor(htp him » tnily I 

^^^^^^V Otheiwilc you arc as uioch iaulvutu, W "1 

^^^^^piOtip the Virt;in Mary. Aod a' for)[eii I 

^^^^^nrbo lay Chrill was a mr(« iT--a», and |«t 1 J 

^^^^^^Kne iraa your Saviour, jccordinfCAiitfar I 

^^^^H|l^ you are accurrcd^^r, if C^rilCbc h 1 
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mere maiii then he is only an arm of fle(h And it 

is written 9 Curfed is he that trufieth on an arm of 

fejb But 1 would hope there are no fuch monfters 

here. At lead, that after tl#fe confideraticns, they 
would be afhamed of broaching fuch itionftrous abfur- 

dities any more.-^ For itjs plaint that by the word 

Lord, we are to underftand the Lprd Jefus Chrifty 
who here takes to himfelf the title oJF Jeh<yoah^ and 
therefore mud be very God, of very God, or, a^the 
apoftlc devoutly txprcffes it, God hUfjcd for everfnore. 
IL How the Lord is to be maTCs r'tghuoufnefs Comes 
next to be confidered. 

And that is, in one word, by imputation -^-^^-^Tor 
it pieafed God, after he had made' all things iy the 
word of his power , to create man after his own indage* 
And fa infinite was the condefcendon of the high and 
lofty One, who inhabiteth eternity, that atthougli he 
might have itififted on the everlafting obedicneo^ 
him and his poilerity, yet he was pieafed to oblige 
himfelf, by a covenant or agreement made with bi$ 
own creatures, upon condition of an unfinnit>g obedi- 
ence, to give them immortality and eternal life —For 
when it i« faid, the day thou eateft thereof^ thou fioH 
fitrely die^ we may fairly infer^ fo long as he cofitimted 
obedient, and did not eat thereof, he (hould fbrely 
live.-— The 3d of Gencfis gives ug^ full, but moiirJi* 
ful account, how our firft parents broke this cove** 
nant, and thereby ftood in need of a better righte- 
oufncfs than their own, in order to procure tbeir fu* 
' turc acceptance with God.— — For what muiil they- 
do ? They were as much undeif a covenant of workSf. 
as ever. And, though after th^ir difobedicnce they 
were without (Irength, y<^ they v^re obliged i>ot <»;* 
ly to do, but continue to ^o all things, and that 
too in the mod perfeft manner which the Lord had* 
required of them.— And not only fo, hut to rnsfcc 
fatisfaftion to Gcd*s infinitely ofirnded juftice, for the 
bixach they had already been guilty of»~— Here thtn 
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opens the amazing fcene of divine philanthropy — I 
mean, God's \»it to man-<-For behold, what maa 
could not do, Jefus Chrift, the Son of his Father's 
love, undertakes to do for him. And that God migh( 
be juft in juftifyii^ the ungodly, though he was in tho 
form of God, and therefore thought it no robbery to 
be equal with God, yet betook upon him the form 
of a fervant, even human nature.-^—*^In that nature 
hecAeyed, and thereby fulfilled the whole moral law 
in our ftead.— * — And alfo died a painful death upoa 
&e crofsy andvthereby became a curfe for, or inftead 
I of, thofe whom the Father had given him. As God, 
^ he fatisfied at the fame time that he obeyed, and fuf- 
fered as man ; aiid being God and manf in on^ per- 
[ foo, wrought out a full, perfed;, and fufficient rJgh« 
r teottfisefs for all to whom it was to be imputed. 

Here then we fee the meaning of the word righ^ 
\ %tat^fifs^' It implies the aflive, as well as paflive a* 
beiUence of the Xiord Jefus Chrift. We generaUy^ 
' iriien talking of the merits of Chrif):, only mention the 
latter, v^.— *fais death ; whereas the former, viz. his. 
life and zSdrt obedience, is equally neceffary. Chrift 
iiaotfuch a Saviour as becomes us, unlefs we join 
both together. — Chrift not only died, but lived; not 
only {offered, but obeyed, for or inftead of poor fiu- 
netfr* And both thefe jointly make up that complr tc 
rjg h teou f ocfs which ts to be imputed to us, as the dif- 
obcdiencc ofvouii^firft parents waF made ours by. /'«/- 
PuMkn. In thir fcnfe, and no c her, are wc to un^^ 
derftand that parallel which,»k Paul draws In the 5th 
of ike Romans, between the fiivt and fecorid Adam* 
Thii ia what he clfewheic; terraBriHir 3^*;?^ mads^fh^ 
rjgkte9ttfntf$ of God in him Thit is the fenfe wherd* 
in the prophet would have us to under ft and the words 
of thetiext ; therefore Jer. xxxiii, Verfe 16. She^ i e. 
the chuich itfclf fhall be called (having this righteouA 
ncfs imputed to her) the Lord cur rlj^/jtecu/m/s.-^A 
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paifage, I think, worthy of the prcfoundefl medita- 
tion of all the fons and daughters of A|»:aham. ^ 

Many are the objeftions which the ^oud hearts of 
fallen men are continually urging againft this whole- 
fomei this divine, this foul-faving do£t:rine* I come 
now, in the third place, to anfwer feme few of thofe 
which I think the mofl; confiderable. 

And firft, they fay, becaufe they would appear 
friends to morality, <^ That the do£{rine of an imput- 
*' ed righteoufnefs is deftruftive of good works^ and 
** leads to licentioufnefs." 

- And'who, pray, are the perfons, that generally urge 
thiB objection ? Are they men, full of faith, and men 
^ really concerned^ior good works ? No, whatever few 
exceptions there may be, if there be a&y at all, it is no- 
torious, they are generally men of corrupt minds, rt* 
prebate concerning the faith. The heft title I can give 
them is, that of profane moralifts, or moralifts faUely (b 
called. For I appeal to the experience of the prefent, as 
wf 11 as paft ages, if iniquity did and does not molt 
abound, where the do£lrine of Chrift's whole perfonal 
ri^ht<^ufivefs is n\o(l cried down^ and mod feldom 
mentione4^;^-Arminian being Antichriili an priocipks^ 
always di<^nd always will lead to Anticbrif^an prac- 
tices.- And^ver was there a reformation brought a- 
bout in the^^hurch, but by the preaching of the doc- 
trine of an linputed righteoufnefs.— This, as that man 
of God Lu^er calls ir, is Articuius Jlantis out cadtntis 
i?^T/^,thcarttcleby which the church Hands or falls.— 
And t]^ugh the preachers <^ tlus dodlrine are gene* 
rally branded by thofe on the other fide with the op- 
probrious names of Antinomians, deceivers and what 
r»Dt; yet, I believe, if the truth of the dodirine on 
both fides, was to be judged of by the lives of the 
Preachers and profeflbrsof it> thofe<^i our fide jthe 
V vi'^ftion wou'd hare the advantage every way. 

an true»this,a5 well as tvery other doftrine of grace 
^z^: ;« abufcd. And, perhaps, the UiHjhriilian walk 


Semu I. ^ie Lord our Kghteoufnefs. 3 7 

of &ni% wha have talked of Chrift's imputed rigbte- 
oufiiefsf juftificatjon bjr faitb^ and the like» and yet 
sever felt it ionputed to their own foulsy has given 
the enemies of the Lord thu6 caufe tp blafpheme. But 
this- is a very unfafci as well as very unfair way of 
arguing.— The only queftion fhould be. Whether or 
not this do£trine of an imputed righteoufnefs does in 
itfelf cut off the occafion of good works, or lead to 
licontioufnefs i No^ in no wife* It excludes works 
indeed from being any caufe of our juftification in the 
fight of God.—- £ut it requires good works as a proof 
of our having this righteoufnefs imputed to us, and 
as a declarative evidence of our juftification in the 
fight of men. And then, how can the doctrine of 
an imputed righteoufnefs, be a do£trine kadipg to 
licentieufnefs. 

It is ax calumny.— St. Paul introducfes an Infidel 
making this obje£lion in his Epiftie to the Romans. 
--And none but Infidels, that never feit the power 
of Chrift's rdfurreciion upon their fouls, will urge it 
over again.-— And therefore, notwithftanding this ob- 
jedion, with the Prophet in the text» we may bold- 
\^h^i Thi Lord our righteoufnefs . 

But Sat^n (and no wander that his fervants imi- 
tate bim) often tresmforms himfelf into mn angel of 
light. And therefore (fuch 'perverfe things will infi- 
delity and Arminianifin make men fpeak) in order to 
dreft thefr objedions in the beftcoloursy fome urge, 
** that our Saviour preached >n6 fuch dodrine— -that 
** in his Sermon upon the. Mount, he mentions only 
" morality," and confcquently the dodlrine of an im- 
'puted righteoufnefs falls wholly to the ^^rouncK 

But furely the men who urge this objeftion, either 
ticnr read, or never under ftood our b)eflt?d Lord's 
difcourfe, wherein the doftrine of an imputed lighte- 
<i'^iciti& Is (6 plainly taught, that he that runs^ jf he 
^as eyes that fee, may read. ' *• 

. Indeed. our Lord docs reoommend moraf'i^ airi 
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good works (as aU fiaithful minifters will do) and clears 
the moral law from the many corrupt glojffisa put up* 
on it by the letter-learned Pharifees — But then, be- 
fore he comes to this, it is remarkable, be talks of 
inward piety^ fuch as poverty of fpirit, meeknefs^ 
holy mourning, purity of heart, — e^ecially httager<» 
ing and thirftiog after righteoufnefa, and then recom- 
mends good works, as an evidence of our having his 
righteoufnefs imputed to us, and thefe grzvces. sind 
divine tempers wrought in our hearts.— *• Let your 
*< ]igbt,''(that is, the divine light 1 before hayc bectt 
<* mentioning) Chine before men, in a holy Itfe^ that' 
*^tbey feeing your good ivorits, may glorify your Fa* 
*' ther which is in heaven.''-^ And then immediately 
adds, *' Thbk not that I am come to deftroy the mara/ 
•* law —I came not to deftroy, to take away the force 
*<i of it as a rule of life, but to fulfil, to obey it in its 
'< whole latitude, and give the complete fenfe of it/' 
^And then be goes oh to fliew, bow exceeding 
broad the moral law t^. So that our jLord, inAead 
4 difsmhuTiing an imputed righteoufnefs in his fer«- 
tiK^n upQp the mount, not only confirms it, but aNb 
^ntwers the foregoing obje£lion urged againft it, by 
nakieg go45d Works a pf oof and evidence of its being 
mputed to our fouIs.r-He therefore that has ears to 
ear, Itt^bim heat what the prophet fays in the words 
f the i^t-^7ife Ii9r4 our Rigbteoufii^/s. 
But as Sfttaa not only quoted fcripttire, but alfo 
adc.ed one temptation with it after another, when be 
tr»e^e4 Chriil's.jperfon in tl^e wildernefs; fo bis 
lildren g^nej^ly take the fame method in treating 
s do£trine, And therefore they ^rge another ob» 
dion againft the dof^trine of »q imputed rigbteoaf- 
:/a from the example of the ycHing nian in the gofpel. 
W^ m;iy ftate it thus: — I* The cvangelifl, St Mark, 
fay they, ch;jp x, n)eritxond ^ young man that came 
to Cluift, running and ;»flte5i^ him what he (houJd 
do to inherit cterpal. life ? ChriO, fay they, referred 


>. ' 


SeroL L Ti^ Lord our Righteoufnefii, . 39 

1 

<^ him to the Gocnmandments, to know what he muft 
<' do to inherit eternal life. It is p'ain therefore^ 
^ works were to be partly* at leaft^ thf caufe of hif 
I* juftification ; and contequemly the do£lrine of an 
^ imputed righteoufhefs is unfcriptural/* — This is 
the objection in all its full (Irengchi and little ftrength 
in all its fulnefs.— -For, was I to prove the nccei&ty o£ 
an imputed righteoufneis, I fcarce know how I could 
king a better inftance to make it good. 

Let us take a more intimate view of this foun]^ 
man, and our Lord's behaviour towards himi Mark 
X (7. the Evangeiift tells us, ** That when Chrift 
" wa$ gone forth into the way, there came one run- 
'< oing (it (hould feem it was fome Nobleman, a ra- 
'< rity indeed, to fee fuch a one running to Chriil!) 
'' and not only fo, but he kneeled to him (tho' per^ 
<^' haps many of his rank now fcarce know the time 
" when they kneeled to Chrift) and ajked him, fay- 
** ing^ Coed Mqfterf ivhatjbail I do that I may inherit 
^ eternal life ^*^ — Fhen Jefus, to fee whether or not 
be believed him to be what he really was, truly aitA 
properly God, faid unto him. Why callejt thou ma 
good^ iQjere is none good but oncy that is God-^hxA 
that he might dire£kly anfwer ka^ queftioaj fays he, 
thou hnonveft the commandments • Bo not commrt adul* 
tery. Do, not bear falfe. witnefs^ Defrattd mt. Hotiotir 
thy father and thy mother. This, I fay, was a ciirefb 
anfwer to his ((ueftion, name^, that eternal life was 
not to be attained by his doings -^For our Lord, by 
referring him to the ^mmandments, did nox (as the 
objcftors infmuate) in the k^ft hJpt| that his mora^ 
lity would recommend him to the favour and mercy 
of God.-*«Uut he intended thereby to make the law 
his fchoolmaftcr to bring him to himfelf ; that the 
young mair, feeing how he had broken every one o£ 
thcfe commandments, might thereby be convinced o£ 
the infufficiency of his own, and confequently of the 
rbfolute neceflity of locking out for a better righte* 
oufnefs, whereon he might depend for eternal life. 

C 4 
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This was what our JLotd deHgned^-^Tfae young 
man being fe]f-iighteou$, and willing to juftify him* 
felf, faid, A// theje have I oh/erved from my yo^th* But 
bad he known hinnfelf, he would have confefled. Ail 

ihefe have I broken from my youth* For.fuppofing 

be had not a£lualiy comjnitted adultery, had h« n^yer 
lulled after a woman in his heart? What) if he 
had not really killed another \ had he never been an* 
gry without a caufe, or fpokcn unadvifedly with hia 
Hps ? If fo, by Ureaking one of the leaft command^ 
ments in the lead degree* he became liable to the 
cuiie of God: F.or» curjed is he (faith the law) that 
continueth not to do all things that are written in this 
kook -I— And therefore, as I obfervcd before, our 
liord was fo far from fpeaking againft, that he treat* 
ed tlie young man in that manner, on purppfe to con- 
vince him of the peceflity of an imputed righte- 
oufaefs. 

But perhaps they will reply, it is faid, JefiiS behMk^ 
ing him^ loved h'un And what then ? This be might 
do with, a huir^ii love,, and at the fame time this 

voung tnan have no iJitercft in his blood. Thus 

Chrilt is faid ta wonder, — to weep over Jerufalem^ 
and fay» — Oh thai thou hadjl KNOWN, Isfc. But fuch 
like pafTagcs are tobe referred only to his human na- 
ture. Aftd there is a great deal of difference between 
the lovt wherewith Chrift loved this young raan^ and 
that Avherewith .he !*ved Mary, Lazarus, and their 
iiite^ Mirtha.^ — T*D illuftrate this by a comparifon. — 
A Minifter of the X^fd Jefus Chrid, feeing many 
amiaiilc dirpofitipi)[^, fuch as a readiness to h^r the 
Word, a dcc(^n^ .feehaviour at public worihip* a life 
QUtwardly fpotUfs in many, cannot but fo far love 
thein. But tiico thexe is much difference betwixt 
that love which a Minifter feels for fuch, and that di- 
I vine love, that imion and fympathy of foul, which be 
[ ftcU for thufe that he is fatisfied arc really born ag>in 
fif (!J'^d — Apply tlus to our Lord's cafe, as a faint 


t* 
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iJioilration of jt.— Confider what has been faid upon 
the young man's cafe in general, and then, if before 
}oa were fond of this objedlion, in (lead of triamph- 

ing like bim, you will go forrowful away, ^Our 

Saviour's reply to him, more and more convinces us 
of the truth of the Prophet's aflertion in the text« 
viz. that the Lord is our right eoufnefs^ 

But there is a fourth and grand obje£lion yet be- 
hind, and that is taken from the scxvth chapter of Sr« 
Matthew, ** where our Lord is defcribed, as reward- 
•* ing people with eternal life, becaufe they fed the 
^* hungry, clothed the naked, and fuch like.— -Their 
•* works therefore were a caufe of their juftification; 
" confequently, the doftfine of imputed rightcouf- 
'* ncfs is not agreeable to Scripture." * 

This, I confefs, is the moft plaufiblc objefiion that 
is brought againft the dc£^rine infiftcd on from the 
text. And in order that we may anfwer it in as clear 
and £3 brief a manner as may be, we confds, ^ith 
the Article of the Church of England, ** That albeit 
** good works do not juflify us, yet they wiJl folio\«^ 
^* after juftification, as fruits of it ^ and tho* they c:n 
" claim no reward in the mfc Ives, yet forafmuch j».8 
" they fpring from faith in Ghrift, and a renewed 
" foul, they (hall receive a reward of gmce^ iboujlt 
** TiKAofdeht: and confequently, the more ^e abound 
*' in fuch good works, the greater will be our reward 
** when Jcfus GhriH (hall comt to judgment." 

Take thcfc confiderationi along with us, and they 
will help us much to anfwer the objedion now be- 
fore lis — For thus St| Matthew — ThenjSaH the King 
faffththifm on his right-hand^ Come^ye hlcjfrd children of 
»j» Father y inherit the kingdom prepared fir yon from 
the /\.^4uCiation cf the world. — ^^For I toas an hungered f 
end ys gave me meat, J ivas thir/Iy^ and yc gave me 
drink. I was a Jiranger^ and ye took me in* Naked, 
end ye: cluhed me. I was Jich^ and ye vzjlted me^ t 
"■mi in prifon^ and ye came ifvto m», ** i ^ill there* 
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'< ioxt f€m%td you» becaufc yoA haye done thefe 
^^ things out of love tp me> and hereby haye evidenced 
** yourfeivcs to be my true difciplcs.— ^-r And that, 
the people did not depend on thefe good actions 
for their jufiification in the fight of God is evident. 
Fur when favi V)e thee an hungered^ fay xkitjy and fed 
thee? Or thirftyi^and gave thee drink ? When faiu 
M/e thee a fir anger ^ and took thee in ? Or naked ^ and 
clothed thee f Or v>hen faw we thee fick, or in prifom^ 
and came uniG /A^<.f-r— Language and queftions quite 
improper for perfons relying On their own righteou£- 
ne& for acceptance and acquittance in the fight of 
God. 

But then they reply againft this — In the latter part 
of the chapter, fay theyi it is plain that Jefus Chrift 
ll^jefts^nddan^ns the ethers for not doing thefe things* 
And therefore, if he damns thofe for not doing, he 
fnvea thofe for doing i and confequently the do62rine 
of an imputed rightepufhefs is good for nothing. 
, B^t ihat is no^confequence at all— For God may 
juiUy damn any man for omitting the lead duty of 
tji^ moral laVf and yet in bimfelf is not obliged to 
ginne any one any reward, fuppoCng he has done all 
that h^can. We ari: unprofitable fervants, we have 
done not near fa nauch as it was our duty to do» mu^ 
be the language of the moft holy fouls living % and 
tfaerelore 6*00(1, or in ourfelves, cannot be juftlfied in 
the fight <rf God.^r-.Thi8 was the frame of tbedeyoot 
fouls juft ns>m referred fto.-— Senfible of this, they were 
fo far from d^nding on their works for jufliiication 
ifi the fi^ht of G©d, that they were filled, as it were 
viih a h^ly W&ihing, ta think our Lord fliould con* 
defcend to snentson, much more io regard the/n for 
their poor vork? of fa.ith and labours of love I am 
perfuaded their heaxia would rife with alioly indigna*^ 
tion againft thofe who. urge this paiTage as an ob- 
jtclion agaiqft tbe.iifliwtion of- tb^ Prophet in tbe 
wcrds of tbe text^ thai tbe h>rd U our righteon/mfs^ 
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Thus 1 tbiflk we Iibth, f^rly anfveied ikefe grand 
.ol:je£^ioii^| which are generally urge4 againft the doc- 
trine of ati i^pmed righte^ufnefs. — — Waf I ta ftop 
bcre, I tkiok I might fay» we are made inorethati 
eoa^uer^rsii through him that letred iii.«-^But there 
IS a way oi arguing which I ha^ always admired^ bc- 
caufe I have thought always very co«vincingy vh.. 
by (hewing the abfurdities that will follow from de* 
nying a^y particular prcpofition in difpute* 

IV. This is the next thing that was propofed. 
*^ And never did greater or n^orc abfurdities flow 
^' from the deiiying any doftrinei than will fiow fro^n 
'' denying the do^rine of Chrift^s imputed righte* 
« oufnefs/' 

And firft, if we deny this dod:rine, wc turn the 
tmthi I meail the Word of God, as much as wex^ 
iato a lie, and utterly fubvert all thofe places of Scrips 
tare, which fay, That we ate faved hy grace s fhatk 
IS not ^^orkSf lefi any man Jbould hefi -^That falva- 
tion is GW's free gift— and that, He that gloriith^ 
mujghfty hnfy in the Lord. For, if this whtsle per* 
fonal righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift be not the Coin 
caufe of my acceptance with God, if any work dotit 
hyorforefeen in me, was in the leaft to be joined' 
«kh it, or looked upon by God as an inducing, impul^ 
five cauie of acquitting my foul from gtiiTtf then I 
have fomewhat whereof I may glory in myfelf. Now 
bcaftir.g js excluded in the great w6^k of our re« 
demption. But that cannot be, if we-are enemies td 
th« doftrinc of an inf puteH rightcoof^eft.-^ft weuld 
beendlefa to cnumer€j|p how many texts Of S<jriptu re 
niuft be falfe, rf this dcflrifte be tiot true. Let it 
&tSc6 to affirm in the general, that k wc deny an im- 
puted rigliteoufnefs, we may^ as weli dei?y a divine 
roTektian al! at once. — For it fs the Alpha ard Qmega^ 
the beginning and the end of the Boo^ of God . ■ - -^ 
We muft either difbslieve that, or believe what the 
Prophet hatb fpokcn in the text, Tfmi ti^Lordii cur 
rigl'teotifne/s. 
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But farther.-^l obferved at the beginning of tliis 
diicourfe, that we are all Arminians an4 Papifts by 
mature ; — for, as one obferves, Arminianifm is the 
back way to Popery. And here I venture further to 
affirm/** That if we deny the doftrinc of an imputed 
** righteoufnefsi whatever we may.ftile ourfelves) iwrrf 
^' are really Papifts in our heartSi and deferve no 
^ other title from men.'* 

Sirs, What think you/ — Suppofe I was to come 
and tell you> that you muft intercede with faints, for 
them to intercede with God for you, — would you not 
then fay, I was juftly reputed a^Popifli miflionary by 
forafe, and defervedly thruft out of the fyna^ogues by 
others ?— I fuppofe you would. And why ? Becaufe 
jou would f^y, the interceffion of Jefus Ch rill was 
luiEcient of itfelf, without the intercefSon of (aints i 
dnd that it was blafphemous to join theirs with his^ 
as though it was not fufficient. 

Suppofe r went a little more round abouf, aud 
told you, that the death of Chrift was not fufficient, 
without our death being added to it ; that you muft 
die as well as Chrift, join your death with his, and 
then It would be fufficientr — Might you not thetif 
with a hol^ indignation, throw duft in the air, and 
juftly call me a fetter forth of ftrange doctrines ? And 
now then, if it be not only abfurd, but blafphemous, 
to join the interceffion of faints with the interceffion 
of Chrift, as though his interceffion was npt fuffici- 
ent^ or our death with the death of Chrift, as though 
his death was not fufficient ; judge yc, if it be not 
equally abfurd, equally blaf|||i^emouS| to joia o^r 
obedience, either wholly or in part with the obedi- 
ence of Chrift, as if that was not futlicient. Ar.d if 
fo, what abfurdities will follow the denying that tks 
Lord, both as to his adlivc and paffivc obedience, is 
cur rjghteoufnefft? , ^ 

One more abfurdity I (hail' men^on, that will fol- 
low fjom the denying tMsTdof^-rinej and I have dowe. 
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I remember aftory of a certain prelate^ who^ after 
[$any arguraeats in vain urged to convince the Earl 
of Rochefter of the invifible realities of another world » 
took hia leave of his lordfliip with fome fuch words as 
^efc :_H WcH, my lord, fays he, if there be no hcll^ 
<> 1 am fafe ; — butt if there (hould be fuch a thing, 
'* my lord, as hell, what will become of you ?" I ap- 
ply this to thofe that oppofe the do<Etrine now infill- 
€don. If thefe be no fuch thing as the doftrine of 
aa imputed righteoufnefs, thofe that hold it and bring 
I forth fruits unto holincfs, afe fafe. But if there be 
' fuch a thmgf (as there certainly is) what will become 
i of you that deny it ? It is no difficult matter to deter- 
* mine.— Your portion mud be in the lake of fire and 
kimftone for ever and ever ; fincc you will rely upon 
\ your works, by your works you (hall be judged. — They 
' (hall be weighed in the balance of the fanftuary. — 
1 They will be found wanting.— By your works there- 
fore ftall you be condemned ; and you, being out of 
Chrift, fliaH find God to your poor wretched fouls a 
confuming fire. 

The great Stoddard of Northampton in New Eng- 
land, baa therefore well intitled a book which he 
wrote (and which I would take th?8 opportunity to re- 
commend) «« The fafety of appearing in the righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift.*' — ^For why (hould I lean upon a bro- 
ken reed, when I can have the rock of ages to (land 
upon, that fiever can be moved ? 

And now before I come to a more particular appli- 
catioa, givejwe leave, in the apoitle's hnguage, tri- 
umj*antly to cry ou# Where is the fcribe ? where 
the difputer ? where is the reafoning infidel of this 
generation ? Can any thing appear more reafoiiablc, 
even according to your own way of arguing, than the 
doftrme here laid down ? Have you not felt a can- 
viocing power go along with the word ? Why then 
will you not believe on the Lord Jeius Chnll, that fo 
he may become the Lord yoiu righteoufnefs. 

But it is time for me to come ^ little clofec to your 
conrc:ienc€S. . 
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Bcetfawmi tteogb iamt may be ofFended at this do6^ 
uuie^.aiKl.may accoiitK it fooiilhnefe \ yet to many of 
you, I doubr n^t but it »8 pr^cioue, it being agreeable 
to tba form of found t^sords, whkh frovn y<»ur i^n^f aacy 
bae beeti delWec ed ^to yo« : and conpitig hom a quaner, 
yoo would kaft b^ve edspe£l;eds may bcreceiYed with 
more pkafureand f»ti€fa£lion. But give m^ \t2a9t to 
tfk you one queftion, Cao y^% fay, ^« Lord our ri^b* 
udufi^efs ? — I fay» the Lord our rigbteoufnefs. For 
entertaining tbis doftrine in your beads> witboat re«- 
ceiviag the Lord Jefus Chrift favingly by a lively faitti 
ioto your h^aitSj will but ioor-eafe your damiKitiou-^ Ae 
I bave often told you, fo I tell you again, an unapplied 
Cbrift, ia no Cnrift at afll.-^Can you then, with belie^r- 
ti^g Thomas, cry out. My Lord^ midmy Ood? la Chfift 
your f«nd:ifiGation> as well as your out^irard rig^ttouf- 
8ef$f For tbe word rigbteoufnefa in the text, not w\y 
td»pliea Cbriil'sperfonal righteoufnef» impu^d to Jlt^ 
bttt alfo holiaefe of beart wrougbt ia uB.'-^Tfaefe two 
God batb joined tojgetber.-- — He nev«r did, He never 
doesi He never will put them afunder, — if youarefui* 
ttfted by tbe Blood, you are atfo fanf^ified by the Spi« 
rit x;^ the Lord. Can you then in tbii fenfe fay, tbe 
Lord oujr rigfateoufneft l Wef€ you never made to ab* 
Kof yotti feives for your a^ual and original fins, atid to 
lotbe your own righteoufncfs, (or> as tbe prophet! 
beauti^lly expneffes it, your rigbteoafneiea) as ^filtby 
rags ? Were you never ma^ to fee and admire the alU 
fuSeiettcy of Cbiift's cigbteoufiier&, and excited by 
%e fpiritof God-to hunger and thirft after it ? Ooukl 
you ever fay, my foul n athirflPfor Cbrift, yea, eveit 
for the rigbteoufnef^ of pfarlft ? Ob> when &all I.. 
come to appear before Ae prefence of my God lA tbe . 
rigbteoufnefs of Cbrift! Ob, m>thing but Chrift! 
nothing but Cbrift \ give me Cbrift, O God, and I 
am fatisiied I My fonl fiiail piaife thee for ever. Was 
this, I fay, ever the language of your hearts ?— And 
after thefe inward confii^, were yoa ever enabled to 
reach out tbe arm of faith^ and embrace tbe hkiTed 
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Jcfus in your fouls, fo that ydu coukl fay, Mybelovid 
is m'miy and I am his ? If fo, fear not, whoever you 
are Hail, ail hail, you happy fouls! The Lord, 
the Lord Ch rift, the everlafting God ia your righte- 
oufncfs,— Chrift haf. jufttfied you, who is he th^t 
condemntch you ? Chriftba^ ^iz^ for you, nay, rather 
18 rifen again, and ever Ilveth to make intercel^on for 

you. Being now ju(tified by his grace, you have 

-peace with God, and (hall ere long be with Jefusin 
glory, reaping everlafting aiKl unfpeakable redemp- 
tion both in body and foul. For there is no cdti«, 

detnnation to them that are r^lly in Chrift Jefus. 
Whether Paul or Apollos, or life or death, all is yours, 

if you arc Qirift's, for Chrift is God's! Oh, mjr 

brethren, my hcsrt is enlarged towards you !' — Oh^ 
think on the love of Chrift in dying for you !*-^lf the 
Lord be your righteoufnefs, let the rrghteoufnefs of 
fMriLord be continually in your mouth. tr.}ic &iv 
eh talk of and recommend the righteoufnefs of Chrift, 
•when you lie down, and when you rife ^ip, at your 

going out, and coming in! ^"fliink of the giear- 

nefs of the gift, as well as of the giver I — Shew to all 
the world in whom you have believed! Let all by 
your fruits know, that the Lordcsyout righteoufnefs, 
«nd chat you are waiting for your Lord fromhea** 
?«al — t>h ftudy to be holy, even as h^ who has called 
yott,* cndwaflied you in his own blood, is holy !^ — Lee 
not the righteoufnefs of the Lord be evil fpokcn of 
through you — Let not Jefus be wounded in the hoofe 
of bis friends; but <jrow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviohr Jefus Chrfft day by day.— 
Oh»thinkof his dying love! Letthatlovc conftrainyou 
t^ebediencc ! Hiving much forgiven, love tnuch. Be 
always ;>j(king, what (haU I do to exprffs my gratitude 
Co the Lord, for giving me his ri^rhteoufnefii ? Let 
that lfJfrat>a(ing, God-exaltlng^efeftion be always in 
your mouths^ Oh be always lifping out, Why me, 
liord ! Why me ? Why am £ taken* and otheralcft? 
Why is the Lord my rightcoufneft ? Why is he become 
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my faltation» who hare {q. often deferved damnatioa 
at bis bands. 

Oh, my friends, I tnjft I feci fomewhat of a fenfe 
of God's dlilinguiiliiDg iove upon my heart ! therefore 
I maft divert a little from congratulating you, to jn- 
vite poor Chriftlefs fiuners to come^to him, and accept 
of his righteoufnefs, that they may have life. 

Alas, my heart algxoft bleeds! What a multitude 
of precious fouls are now before me I How (hor^ly 
muft all^ be ufhered into eternity : — And yet,. O cut- 
ting thought ! was God now to require all your foul% 
how f^^w, comparati^ly fpeaking, could really fay, 
iSx^Xord mfrighteoufncfs* ; » ^ 

And think you, O finners, that you will be able to 
(land in the day of judgment, if Chrift be not your 
rightcoufocfs 1 No,' that alone is the .wedding-garimeiic 
in which you muft appear. — Oh, Chriftlefs Cruiers,, J 
am diftrefled for you ! — ^Thc defites of my foul^:^q^Qjaj«« 
larged.-r-Qh, that this may.b^.an acaceptcd time! Ob, 
that the Lord may be your right^oufnefs !-^For whe* 
iher would you flee, if death (liould fix^d you naked ?-— 
Jtsdeed there is »b hiding yourfeiv^s from his pre- 
reivce~rhc pitiful fig-leaves of your own righteouf*- 
;ners will ttot cover your nakednefs, when Ood (hall 
call y^tt to ftand before him.— :Adam found them in- 
efFe^ual, and fo will you. — Ob, think of death! 
Oh, think of judgment ! Yet a little while, aud time 
jfhall be no more ; and then what will become of yott» 
if the Lord be not your righteoufnefs ? Think yoUf 
that Chfift jBi^iUJfparc you ! Na, He that formed yoo, 
«riU hair« «o mercy on you. lf*you are out of Chiiil, if 
Chrift be hot your righteoufnefs, Chrift himfelf vjU 
prohpunce you'dftmned.^ — And can you bear to tfaiflli 
of being diamned by Chrift? Can you bear to hear the 
Lord Jefus fay unto you, Depart front nte^ ye curfedt 
into everlafiing jirc^. prepared for H*^ devil aful his vffi' 
gels ? Can you Hy^ x^'xhk you, in ev<tlafting burn- 


- ■'' Is yoar BeSh bnl*, anil jroi"' ^o^e8 Uon t 
'it if ihey arc ^ hrlUfire, ihw fire prepared for 
i1c»il ind his angels, will heal [hem through ami 
:j u^h ! And can you bnr tn depart from CbiiA > 
, liiat hurt- piercing ihought ! Ailc thole holv 
''•i, who arc at sny time bewsiitn^ an 3:< 
J walk in darknefg, and fee no light, •■'■ 
J.' days or hours i afk them, whac it i: 
i: -indprefenccof Chrill? — See howihcy ii-'!t nun 
murine, and go mourning after him ill (he day 
' And if it is fo dreadful to lofeitie feafiblc pre- 
< r oi Chril>, only for a day, what mud: It be to bo 
I 'H him to all eternity? — But ibuiitoiulfc 
:t be not your rightcaurnerB-~I'er God's 
1': fatisEed; and uatcft Chrin's righteoii& 
■ 'i and applied (o you here, yoa ranlllie 
- liivine Jullice in hell tonncntf ttcinttif 
-■-.ly, as I faid before, Chrift himfclf, ibe 
- ', ihall condemn you to iUu plue of lor'- 
i:- And oh, hour cutting is that thIIught.•— 
:l:t^kl I (ee poor, trembling, CbrilUefs wiftches, 
iing brfarc the bar of God, crying out, Ij,Md, if 
''■: '■!■ jamoed, let fomr ji.. 7 m- 

' 'CC the damnatory n 

li himfelf (hall prmin'.. . ;■ 

■lv;iowinf thetcforetbi: t_ .... .. ,. ..i..f', 

'..\L pcifuade you td clore tnib Chritl, a».l Lcver 

lill you can fuy. ibc Lord ftor righieouineri -> 

■ bn)»!i but the Lord may hiic -.orrc^ oo, 

'.'iilly pardon you? — Tr ' " jir 

iiid if the I^fd gi\' -M 

Chrirt, with hia .:,; T 

: J nM fear ths grci:.: — ,,.,; .;£ 

' -r ate yoo Tinnets? fo idt\ I. Afc y«ii 

:~t)nen? fo am I. Are you bjckflidine 

Til I. And yet the I^rd (*ct ever aOored 

rU'ti, Ifcc. aud rovcreign rrice) the Lonl Is 

[liCeoaftitib. CocDi:ihcnj O young tneiij wl|i> 
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(as I afted onoe inyfelf ) are pUying the prodrgal^ and 
vandcring away afar off from your bea? enly Fadier^ 
hottfe^comehomei come home^ and leayeyoarfwrne's 
trough. — Feed no longer on the bulks of (enfual de- 
lights. — For Chrift'a fakcf arife and Coine home! — 
Your heavenly Father now ealla you. — See yonder 
dke beft robe, eren the righteonfnefs of his dear Son 
awaits you.^^See it, view it again and again.—- Con- 
iider at how dear a rate it was purchafed, eten by the 
blood of God — ^Confider what great heed^ you have 
of it.T-*Ypa are Ioft« undone^ damned for eyer^ with- 
out it.— ^(^ome then, poor guilty^ prodigals^' come 
liome. — rlndced^ I will not, like cbrclder brother^ be 
ai^ry.'-rNo, I will rejoice witk the angels Jn heaven: 
And oh^ tha^^€Mt would no'tiv bow the heavens, and 
come do'tva! ^* Deicend, O Son of God^ defcend; 
^' ^nA^ as thou haft Ihewn in me fuch mercyi O let 
<' the blefled Spirit apply thy righledufnefe tu '^ ftme 
'^< prodigals now before tneei and clothe their naked 
^« fouls with thy beft robe.'* 

. Bat I muft fpeak a word to you, y&ung maidtoSi ai 
well as young men^^^— I fee many of you adorned, as to 
your bodies ;— "but are not your fouls naked ! Which 
of you can fay« the Lord is my righteonfnefs ; which 
of you was evdr foUcitous to be dreficd in this robe 
ef invaluable price, and without itfhicb,, you are ao 
better than whtted fepulchres in the (ight of Qod ?-^ 
Let not then fo many of you, young maidensy any 
longer forget your only omattienc:-**Ob, feek for the 
Lord to be your righteoufoe&i or otherwiie bunuj^ 
will foon be upon yoivififtead of beauty 1 

:\:A what fnati I fay to you of a middle age, )M 
buCy merchants^ you cumbered Marthas, who with aU 
7 if gettings, have not yet gotten the Lord to be 
■ jr righteouinefs ? Alas ! what profit will there be 
or «li your labour under thefun, if you do not fecure 
this pearl of invaluable price ? This one things io 
abfolut^ly needfuly that it can only ftand you in ftead. 


^rfb 


^H. 1. 71* ttrd our Higittsti/ae/t. 

n 

^^BaUoAerduu^sfhtU bztakrnfromyoa 

. Libgur ■ 

^^■Tore no ton|!er (o aolinuit^ far the mac wkich ^1 

^■Mtb, bni henccro<«;.r.1 Tetk for the Li>r(1 M be ■ 

^^BiietiieourufA. A righttaufncrg tint 

w'll lU- V 

^^oa to m «verUliSR^.-i f 

1 

^^BDcre, anil perhapa the ikj 

1 

^^Kot<t is my rishtcotifiKf' - 

^ 

^^B coutd wcq> over you ! — ^ 

.^^H 

^^fttobe your ciowi), xr.^! :: 


^^K ire now yoar fhaoie. 

ic^^H 

^^BjrjfBor nghteoufnert. C)] 

":^PV 

^^M^^, ind feek an 


^^^^Hvbave one font ilirn 

. .tir 

^^^^Hrrtin out — Yoar i 

»n. 

^^^^^Kar.d leave you in ^;; u > 

,.»^ 1 

^^^^^^B|be yourrjghuourtiefa;' — : 


^^^^^K-Ii*C3 ! be noi afraid. A. 


^^^^^Kpod. If yon come, Ehii'j.v 


^^^Hk Chrid iefui) 

;'.:m 

^^^^^Kek then for the 

..]r:(*- 

^^^^^^^Vbefeech him to 

:l is . 

^^^^^Biuy be bora >ffii!:i ' 

f!nt 

^^^^Kuj>«t the lunlK '1^ 

-:d 

^^^^HJB«f inyLord's l 

■ -be 

^^^^^Biriih do 

■ . Lhe 

^^^^Etbeir rigbteoartiefs ^ ami ih^i c 

■ Uicli i) 

^^^^Hof beaveii.—C'ine then, yeiitikchU- H 

^^^^■b Cbria ; the Lord Ctirift (hill b? yqar ■ 

^^^^^^^b — Do not think, t^-' ~r; 

-'VTIR ^ 

^^^■|»d._Perha|n ma« . 

inl ■ 

^^^^HKld, and yet 

.ur ■ 

^^^^Bt «bich many h;;v . 

^'V- fl 

^^BK^— Cuineihrn. «^h>lc y'^r. .^r ) 

-■>•■>.—■ m 

^^mff-you (Day not live r:i btr old ~Ul> ik< 

:IU;«>c jH 

^Kpaopk.^ir ywur hthetR wiJ iiiOtii^ts 

«iU UK S 

^H M ClitiA. 6a you come uiitioui >h«<ii.7-I«tv ^H 

^Bm lend them, snd lofiw tbcm how (tw.^oliil ^M 

^KT 

^^1 

^^^MIC!^^ffV y ■.'^» 

iijB 


52 7ht herd mt RigbUBu/mifi, 

rosy be their tigh«»u&ie& — Oor Lord Jttat j 

little ctiildrcn You «rc hit Lambs- — He V 

feed you —I pray God make you willing bcti 
like thi Lord for yonr righieoufnefs. 

I coQid conclude, — but I muft r 
-No, I mud not. ]cfu» < 
well 8E othera. Nor do 1 n 
Kcaufe 1 de^pife your foalc, 
caur« 1 woald VtOi wltat 1 have to fay, to n 
' r ; ,, I'fiion tipon your heart*-— Ob thl 
_....■ _L i_-j_:_ ihc Lord to be your righrcoufnera ! - 
* w*! ^^ found of you- — For in J 
^lldthe< male nor female, bond o- ' 
f (be children of God, if y»u t 
su never read of the Eunuch bel^ 

n of Caodacc ? a ucRro like ) 

tred.— The Lord wm hi* righi 

juired. Do you alfo bcliuvc, »ir 

- - "^Srift Jeius is the h.raz bow, | 

.1 With you in his own I 

, the words of ilic text i 

., . . ; ic l.ordtobcyourtightcou: 

—k'^-mj';, i-vm* Ltni p/uit amt g^i'uhly, ioto a]|| 

findll Amrtt Lon) jcfuf, Amm tnd /Imm. 



SERMON //. 


of the Woman, and the Seed oC 
the Serpcct. 


Gekisis iii. 15. 

P put eamty bttwetn thtt and ttt nftmKt, 
Mtn-tbj fttd andherfiids it fiatt tmfe Ihy 
i «^ Jhall bruife hit M. 

\ I read to you thcfs words, 1 
dnfx you in ihe language of the t < 


on- i'Uik, ifi »fry ticjr it 
"lU is wtmdcffui to ohfcnte, h" 
raW his Sun r<f mankind *lc 


i<)a covi>atilon oi il>ic light whicbiK 


no* eiijof. And ^ct, duk zt it vis, ^ 
ourrdves ilwy built upon ic tbci; hopct of ^ 
g filnifOQ, and by that fatih were faved. 
I Ktivr tbeycame lo (land in peed cf thU prOBi3] 
' -Jiii^ whfif it the Client and meaning of ii, 1 iatta 
'■,*v,:"" , I nuLc thefubJE^-patier of ]Fonr|u 


ah ityri'ittcn in (oo legible chi 
i'.'iaA : cl«)fc tbat deny it, by their i 
jj)iiig (ituie it. The very Ileachens confelTcd sndli 
wiled it: They cooM ice the Ihcams of cornipdj 
I ittnning th'otifih the whole race of mankind, "" 
[iCOUid nol tiacc them to the iounSm '• . .' T: 
kid gave a revehiion of his Son, r 
) bin^felf. And Mofes unfolds t 

t'iiftcr (oiit cfvbich the text is takt;;, - _;,,; 

Vind could hive been capable of finding out ui iba 
Ueliei, ihcugh tbeyhiii fludied to all eceinity. 

In fir; foregoing cn^nttf, bchadgiveo tuafulHH 
' (i fpinc the world into being; luidi 
^jir-fdm^inof theduftof thee , 
:^ ii !a the breath cf life, fo lh*1 
. p luul. A coui^fel cf the T/iiiity a 
iiiit^ the foiniatton cf thii lovely en 
KVie rcfciU of thai c<3uncil was, Let ui m 


tins, n; i; "■'^'v, 
moali Lave fjid, ' 
ipiie him iii< . 

r lilccih: bcaiU t 
il himfei/, thai it i> C;- 


in. aw/ th S»!i tf thr Sirpmt. 5J 

IT Toon rDAnfell ificr far wascmtc^l, U ngtiold 

it therefore to (is uijr time, it to be wife abore 

') «rrt(tbi. And, I think, tfaejr vho fuftiolc 

I fell the fame day in wbtcb he wai nude, 

D rulTicient giouud for their opinion- llie ma- 

IngB wbicti arc ciovdcd together in ihc former 

, fnch ae ihe foimaiion of AdirnVwife, his 

I Dftincs to the beans, and hie bciog; ^a% itita the 

D wliich God had planted, t think rc^juirc a long- 

£<7f lime than a day to be imnfudlcd in. How- 

Ujigiee in this, <> Man Hood tioi Jong " Hc<rr 

' * r (hort a while, I will ikm ral-r iiji'm me 

It more concern: ' nw 

tf] from bis (Ic'i^: -.-..i 

■ pTDgiefs of the ten 

^-03. The account j^i*— .; — ip- 

B it, is very fiUl. attd tl tat'j uu ui> tnuj^ 

" k1, to m?.ke fome lematlfE uj.v.11 it, 

pi'jrf, fays ihf faticJ H ll.'ii^ii. irwi 

I (wy beafi ff th ■' : .-ij 

i bt /M u,iu. : ;', 

(/ not fitt tf ivtiy 

ftl»«>a« aredfeipL' to 

itier than the devil ; ; .=, 

^jfirptaty bccaafe ti.- ■ (it . 

ten he caaic to brgji nf, 

nileOYJedthcIrtppinefsoi nun ■j'-m.-.L n-iHei 
e tttioki 10 fupply rhe place of fJlen angclfi. 
Blade man upriftht, at^.-l widi full power m (Land 

^ould. Hewur-^' "■ ■.....'...;... I.:... 

mpled: it h^ . 
Bbie But :>l: 
.loyh^- 


K votl; upon, juU m be pleaKs, 


I 


And fn /rod unto lit wgmitn. Herr if 
( of hie fubtletf. He taj* nato the womin, the « 
cf Tcfiel, and whea (he wa; alooe from her huA 
aad tbercf^rc was mote liable n> be orerc^me. JTif 
Artfi Gtdfisid, Ttfi>al! nt: tat ^ rvcry tret s/ tta^M 
dtn r Tbrfc woriU »re ceftainly fpolter 
rcmflhinfi which the devil either faw or h 
M piuba'.riiiij, tbc Woman was now near tl 
iV.owlcdvr; cl good and evil ; (for we fl _ 

Xn aii.l by, plucking an apple from it) perbi. 
might be looking at, and wondering what iKefe wari 
thM tiec mote than the oihcrs, that <he and her h 
hM-i lliijuld be forbidden to tafte of tt. hiatati fee 
ibis, aii'l ejecting to draw her into a paticy wicl 
(foi- if the deviJ ciu peifiiide us not to (elift» t 
i-omn.un- ■.-.:h ;.lm, he hatii gained a grcjc poii 
iajS, J. ., ^t Jbail ts<ii tnt g tvtf^ 

M th- n.ing be doe*, it to pn'li; 

Ircf if : nil bwd tbuuehts of f~ 

ihisij < dealingWiifa God'tcbiid 

" Yr., :..'J fwd, ye (h*ll not en 

*> cv.. . ; Whjtl hathC'idpUT 

»' * g. ■ , . ;. :u in the midft of it onl 

•► iLiz: and ptrplci j^u ? hath he plaated a ^ 
" win yti forbid yon making ui'e of sny of the fni 
*' rf it at all ? " It was tmpoilibk for hiin 
cna^t rtiftiitiif^ (iQclujin ir. order to piin his a 
I->f t. jh hs"- fecnijnglj- obli^fd to j- i'»c--, -.: 
o:e CsJ'i gO".lr.crj. An-' ili-re!;; ^, 

V r, J, ;j. ,he W.1 iisn f-:l un;o *hc r,ri. 
moj ro; if zht fiuil ^ tht irti: ifth 
thtfnM <f tht hte, td^ich h v /*.' ' _ 
GsdhJth fa'JtJ~fJua/irai tAi of it, n/iiUtij 
I', hj!yi.ii.: 

1 1 f 'ii^' ir.cr f»n of the anfwer wm gour 
■' .i.i.y rj.: of [(.e f.uji III" ib< ::e« ol iht: fi'd'^'H ^ 
'■ ;.!.. no: foibi'i utcuiof o< ncif ircv bl ti^eg. 
i* ija, v> ii33f »i ofiiliK iidii oE (be trcta id Ui«0 


I it fltould Utm ttea of the tree ei life, 
Wit 38 a facnownt le ni'nii^ .iluf nriima- 
) [tiCK i»onlyoBC(K- I' ■ ' iP-r- 

if wtiichGod hxtli i'ur., ni'^ 

11 yc u-uJ-. ir, ' (he 

..andr::!^. iMrr. 

U6 co-It. . |iai- 

Kitlg »-.ii' . ;(0 ■ 

i'l-i :"-. ;,, . t.-m 

bo good being) lii^i -,.\t(- 

iiirmuM. ,:,bJe 

IRGod Shefliotiiaih .from 

t ftood 10 hive pailejcJ with liiu\ n Jl. 
' c ill f^ctls ot ii Appeal, Hic i<ef;iiiii to 
e chreultrtiing. GoU had faid, the tAiy 
w/i thou Jhaii furefy dir : or, dyit^g ttia 
• But E»e fjys, yc (h»II noc ealof it, otilher 
li it, kft ye die. Wc nuj be aflurcd we 
and begin !•> fall by irmptsli«n, ivbfn 
nkGoJ will tiat be >s good vehi* word, 
the execution of bis (htcatcningi de- 
, Satin knew this, and ttirteforc 

niiiH (ter /f )Tt/l.: - 

h% "tiaoncr, " Ye fliall i ■ 

i wilt not be fo cruel ai ' 
kiingu apple: icUi.noi k; :" ALu > ii..i» 

&II lead cjiptivc jii bit wilt, Lj flatcennc 

I) D«furelydtef t)i<i Ike.t-Uriucn:^ vifi 
Ul tk)> God is all inncji' tliui h= tlirre- 

Siun Ih a lew y-ifo iin wi'.h jii eiv.aut? 
ut E«c luund Cod s» ^ond h& Lij #bfd, 
,. lliTj thai eo on 111 Ln. tiiuki » ('•iPj 
|,<Iidli on- iur<lv f; 
i^derttuu! : : 

e {ubjcttioa." 


For, ver ;. Cod doth inoTu, tkai is /4« J 
thtrtof, tbta your eyit JhaU b: (petted, and i 
at gtJt, kamiiiag geaJ and. evii. 

Wiui chiM of God can tx^Q. to efcapi 
wbcn God himfclf wai thut> Hindered, eva 
Afiei !>ure!y the undcrnuidtng of Eve i 
I bera, in liume meafure, blinded, or ftie \_ 
L/ltsve Tuffered the to.ipter to fp»k fucfal 
things. Iti wha[ odi fus colou/fl is God hen 
Imied ! •< Cod do'.Q Ictiow, that ia the dajr % 
' tHfreoT, yc Ihall be as gods" (rqual with C ^ 
£o ihat tbe grasd temptation wm, that they (hw 
' ^c lierc^ficr under no controul, e<]ual, if not fupei' 
10 God that made them, knowing good and evil. 1 
<ould not tril what Satan meant by this ; bar, toti 
fiire, Qie titdcdlood it of fome pretii privilege wW 
rbcy were tr, enjoy. And tnofl Satan now poiais o 
K war, wbicb fcems fight to rinners, but doeA i 
tc)) ibcm, the end of that way is death. 

To give Atetigih and force lo this temptatioiit 
;»li probxHiliiy, fiatan, or the ferpent, at this tiia. 
[1 o:\s^. an apple from the tree, and aie it baf(i4| 
jive, by wbicb Eve migbt bcinduced to think, 
(he itftdxf and power of fpecch, which the ferpi 
iitd above Hk otha beaib, tnoft be owing, in a gra 
irf-afj/e, M his eating that ftnit; and iherefore, if b 
iizt'.ttA fi) tmich improvement, fi;. " ' 

j-tcl 3 !^e brntiit (zocr it. AU tliit. : 
;-.-, o'.hcwifr. 1 "'o not fee ifciili 
ci'.ji i !.? fiid Whtiilhetvotiianppw ifix : ...... ^.,_' 

r^' >'"'» rruld the know it wa* good Ui I'ood,,: 
!:fs 1*1 ;,.'H ftti (he fMpcnt feed upanit? 


fit mMh on* ivijt, Jhe tsek ^ th fruit tltncf, and 
f) tmd gave al/o onto her bafiiaitd, utid ht £d tut. 
t lenta 8f« ihc hnding [hkd of our rpirhlul e- 
How needful i> thai rrroluiion of hiriyjd>, 
it a cxtMUJil tcilb mhtf tjtt. When Ctd 
tzc on the forbidden fruit wlib her eyci, D*c 
^■U long after it wilh her heart: 'Whin flic 
gns ^Docl for food, and pleafanc to the eyn 
JicluS oi the ficlb, and tuft of (he cyi;] bat, 
kirre to bcdel3rcd to irjke one wife, wifcr 
ruld have her be, nif , ia vife at God hini' 
)|[ of the fioit thereof, and gave alfo ume 
ll with her, and he did eat. As foon >k 
Med hcffelf, flic lucned tennptcr to hn Imf- 
idrcadfal whtii ihofe, who Illiquid behelp- 
tth other in the great work of their faWa- 
"|f promoters of each others iimmuon \ 
\i we ouifelri;* are good, we fhall ex' 
ft gopdrcfi-, if weilo ctiI, we (hall enilee 
-e»il alfo. Thetc it s cloCc conneAioa 
tDg and le^rhing. Uowriecdful then is it 
lake breij th^t wc do nol fin any way ovr- 
e ih^uld bcbom: faAois for the devil, aiul 
\ peihapt, our neiiref) and deureft leintioaf ? 
iltttfo tttito htr hfJb^.nd -uiiihhtr, and bt ti'diat. 
\ wbai ■ compiication of crimet Waa iher« in 
*" *« aft of fin i Here is an iKter dt0.f.>f of 
Ucnin^ t the utmc<ft ingraiicuje to their 
I had lo lately planted this ^L^rdm ami 
t, -i'b rui;h I glorious anr. compre- 
Htic it the uimoft nei^'tfl of thett 
, who they knew wt;. ffi iX.r^d or fall vith 


»iJ the (lint .ft piii 
■IwMi ' odr hrr 
SAfeaien^ngajd 
'ayeti fcifoic n n 

lilsal -pF l>' 
Fjiikaiea saiuFc \.'- 


tf-ii 


rrmpll' 


I 


' io The Sttd^At Wetnon, 

low- Nothing but the devil's apodicy &» 
Mold rq\ul it. 

Ami what art tlie ci»r«iucnec£ of tl 
enccf Ate ilieir eyes opened? Y«, thci 
opened : but, alu I it ■» onl^ to fee (heir o 
iiefi. For, we are told, its. 7, that tht 0"^^ 
hlh vaert cptfifJ, and tbty int-m that tfxy M/rrt n 
Naked I'f Gud, naked of every thing that 1 
iiiid gLoi] i and licftiiutc of the divine tmag 
ihcy Ijrfore enjoyed. They ml^bt rightt 
tcTtDcd Ichabnd ; fot tbe {liciry of the Lora 
from ihcm. Oh l how low di4 fliefc fons o' ' 
ing ificn falli otu uf God into tiiemrelve 
ing partakers of rhe divioe :ijture, imo t 
u( tbe d<.vil i.t.A the beaft. \yett, iberef ' 
tbey ktww ibatiJi::}- were raJicd r-oicniyii 
■ foul. 

And how ilo they behave now riiey are niked? I 
they flic w God for p-r<lon ! Do tbpyfeiitoMihfl 
9 robe to covtr C. '.^ . . ^ . .. 

ion- dead loG:;:;> 
rtorf,inti<;4oof ?: 


iUi. it 


ilivdi 


r.^.-L'. 


: We fee ihat weifl 

m^fh 1! i Vut, inj 


J voice 01 ibci-oid Gi'ii/^f iticV 


e Jjwi God, eren ihc I;n<l Jcfui ChriA, who 
I Wcrd ihai was -with Giii tmd lit IVerJ that 
fCoJ. They bearn htm walking in the ttenof 
l.gwdcni in ihe icd of the Jaj. A fealon, per- 
^ wheJi Adam and Eve ufed to go, iu an efpecial 
, sod ofTec up an evening Ucrificc of pnife 
Kdiankfgmng The ct^! artkr dav. Pcihaps, the 
a COmmilUil caf!y in \he riacning, or -^t nonn : 
'OUlil not come opOH iVicnl ioimcdJaCcly, 
|L^e cool of ibe daf. For if vc would 
aeprove aihers, we fliculd not do ir, wtiei) 
"Bed with p:*(Bon but wwt till the cool of 

\ aa alteration b here ! Iulii>id of re- 
B voice of their Beloved, tnllcBd of an- 
roicc of their God, wiih fonfjE of pr^Uc 
^i having now bioken His only faw 
I tbemfelvet, hy their difcbcHknce, of 

Jt innocence, they, wFio hstT fo openly 

P'ftc Almighty, by the notation of hii Anjle 

iea^COmmondi now, ftuoK by confcicuce atid 

p^sg (be cDnrc<iuencca of fuch a dctibttate crime, 

mliabaQied bcbiod the Ibadowy ticcf ; thus aitcmtf 

nr>g(o elude Ibc fcarch of him who is nlt-focinjr- i> 

noc ibii then what hat difrobcd out foub, and iht», 

i..:»EirT, inkling tbc fource, renders ut impute by na- 

' ■ TiirrtHjr it is. We labour to cover otir iini;ed- 

\. the Gf;-1eavca of our o«a rigbtr-ournc6 ; 

«E iliac oorfeltcs from Gm| w. t.ing 3; we 011 \ ^ 

,...' the 

■>br 

dtbf 'l: . .... and. 

, v/bere art ilnu :' 

iptd God called unto Adann," (for othct- 

^ I would never have called vrn the f.or^ 

f (afd, Adam, -n'Mrt lur ihm ? " Haw it 

t ib«acoroeft not lo pay thy deVoOM* u 


62 the Seed of the WoWutHf Sernii If. 

« 

* ttfual.'' ChriftiainBt remember the Lord fceep^ ao 
account when you fail coming to worlhip. When- 
erefi therefore, you are tempted to withhold your 
attendaocci let each of you fancy you heard the Lo^ 
God calling unto you, and faying, '< O man, O Wo- 
many wh^re art thou ?" It mayl>e iinderftood in an- 
other and better fenfe, jUam, wher£ art thmtt 
What a condition ia tlry poor foul in ? This is die 
firft thing the Lord %ik8, and convinces a finner of» 
vhen. he preventSi and calls him effefbiaJIj by hit 

J;race« He alfo c^Is him by name : For unlefa God 
peaka to us in particulaff^ and we kiiow where liv 
•arei • how poor, bow miferdiie, how blind, bow na« 
ked» wc fliaU never value the-redemption wrought 
out for tts by the death and obedience of the deaf 
Lord Jefua. Adatn^ 'mhete art thou f 

Vcr. u). Andhefaid^ I heard thy voki in thf ' got* f 
deny and I was afraid. S^e what cowarda Cm isri^tet 
us* If we knew no fin^ we {honld know no feati 
Ikeaufc / was nakedy and J hid tny/elf. Ver. t i . jtnd 
kt faidy Who told thee that thou wq/i naked? Jfa0 
thou eaten of the' tree, whereof I (thy Maker and Lav« 
giver) commanded theCf that thou fbotddft nctee^? 

God knew ve^ well that Adam was naked, and 
that he had eateaof the forbidden fruit: But God 
would ki3ow it from Adam's own mouths Thus. God 
is;0ows all our tieccffities before we aik^ but yet infifti 
Upon out alking for his grace, and confcffing out 
fii^;^ For, by fuch ad:s, we acknowledge out depem 
idence npon God, take (hame to ourfelves^ and there^ 
^7 gi^^c gl<>ry to hia great name. 

Ver. 12* jind the *iian jaid^ the woman Hjohich tboU 
gavefi to he tvith me; Jhe gave me tf the tree, and I did 
eat, \ r - 

Neircr was nature more lively delineated. See what 
pride Adam contra£ted by the fall I How unwiliin,':; 
he is to lay the blame upon, or to take (hamc to hifT*- 
f€lf% This anfwcT is full of infolence towards Oo6 


I 


i tit St/d of tbt Srrpent. 
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miij agiinft his wife, and dilingcnuity la tcfpefl 
Itmfetf. For hertio he lacitlr reS^As upoa Cod. 
^vBMndfi that THOtI gavf^ ta it wi/A iize. At mnch 

bdf, ff ^tiOV hadji not f^iven me r a AT WOtt AH, 
U ml taten the forbiMtn fruit. That when Spn 
h th€f lay ihc Tiuli upon iheir palTiona ( then Ukmc 
S reffleit upoo God for gmtig ihcm ihofc pafiiocs. 
wit Uoga»ge is, " Tbc ap|)i:til« thai thou ga?t(t 
« ui, ihe^ deceived ue, and thercforp we tinned a- 
" giiiill Uhee," But, as God, notwi:tifUndiag, pu- 
ni&cd Adam for hearkening to the voice of his wtfe> 
I'o be will piuiifb thofe wh» hearken to (he dj£fcit« 
or their codupt inciinalious. For God compAli iu> 
niMt lu \\n. Adatn ml^jht have withrtfKid (he folic** 
v^-jtu of bis wife, if he would; and to, if we 
look up to God, we iTiouId find gticc ia help In 
lar liflic of need. The devil and onr own hearu 
toa^ but tbey cannot force na to confeut, whh- 
i;iit ihe coKurrcnce oi our own wills. So that onr 
■^uBOBticn ii of ourfeWes, as it wIU evidently »p- 
[*« ai th« great day, not with (landing all men's prc- 
(ent impudent tepiies againft God, as Adam ipcak* 
brolmily in ieC^e£t to God, fe be fpcaia with co- 
mity tg^n fall wife: The woman, ot thit m- 
■^"t Jif fVe tat. He U-ji, j.]\ ilic faalt upon her, 
•J fpcaks of her wi::. ... •.■inpc. He doct 

I'ltfajf, My wife, n, ^ r:^6man. For 

Tui dUunitet the ni U is the tune 

■>f holy fdlowOtip. ■ -^rr^'t- 

■JMin fiu here, if ; : ..;'. 

ti^Ah bile and loi,i|..., .■■.■: 

<I^[)>ne:! (ViiilB ire „■. ,:- 


ilcMi and but one 01 tK" 
Ua faoli, if it may b- 


i 



« 


Srtd tf tht U^unaii, 


frfliiw »t ail. T^tv 


■ oflhit 


mhiih ihtu gavt0 

■ 6r« 


here a 


(Mr, /or Ciitw « 

anj / rf'W tat. With wh»t rcluflance t 
words wcfte out • Ho* foo" are iliry « 
/i/(V/ Hit. Uu. thui it is wiih an iicihui 
grtiertcc bean Ii will be laying tiie <;iu)[ upoiTI 
drtrr(t fiirni! in (br vartd^ nay, upon Goti m 
ntlirr duH take llime id itfetf- ThU pride v 
«U fubj«A H> by the fall ; and, till our hr^rte aieb 
Vcn, snd m:nJe contrite by the Spirit of our Iiortl J 
fu» Chrifl, we (hati always be charging God ft 
1,. A-,.,,., I rHEE, and THEii only, /ww / j£m 
i! be Jijfiified lit thy Jlijings, atidti 
■■■'igtd, \i the bn^usfie of none I 
• -.t 0avid, ate williog to conf,*f« t' 
; I. I , :;::.- iruly forry for their (ins. ITii* « 
!iO' :! r c^!' i' Aijam: liis heart was not brolceu) 
rr.Tivi-t] \t '-ya the fault of bia difobedience j_ 
. .. L : .1, and not upon him&if : 7he -wm 

' iv^lQ he with mr, Jb* gave tat ^A 

-I.' ilie Lerd Ged faid, vihat u this it 

.,.• J'-r,.- ? What a wonikrftil concern does C 

rxrr.-rcin this espoflulaiion ! " Whic a (i«!lug« 

" ::i.f-?ry hail ifcoo btoouht «pon thjfcif, iliy 1 

,n.' -,,' .Kr pofifrity? What ts this that Uuy] 

If yed thy Gad, obeyed ihe d 

< .oinil, forwhoni 1 muk (Gl 

: ' ' What 


binei, b;/-jfcw;'bri(igil-.-'li'0 Aljurn.Si 
nctn prcatb vp <br Iiifi l:i& to be feared^ 


ami tt* Set4 tftht Strftni. 6; 

tl iu dcliveriaj! ibc ^Ui tidingt of (htg^fpel. 

niniftcr Oioutd be a Boancrgec, a (on of tlitta- 

vcllua Barnabas, afoiiDfconft'lntiaD. Tba« 

nrili<juake and a whitlu-ind, before ihe 

iill rmcc came lo Elijah : \n mcii fi.fi (hew 

e t^cf aie contlemDed, and then Oicw tltem how 

netl be fBTed. But bo«r aod wlicii Co preach 

w, aad wbrn to applf tfae pre rifes of tbe gpr- 

irirjofn is pru&ublc (o dired. Aid tht UrJCeJ 

'a lit trnrnM, frhat U this that thou hafi doiu f 

f vKmanfaid, thi Jerftnt k^uiJul ine, and I 

:^notmaVe:ii(e of fomany vrofdltDCS- 

h«r hutbinii -, but bet he.ait ii is uq- 

. What is thi*. fays Clod, thai tbfta 

k)d btrc charge-1 Sr- ~\'h .'"I- - i- Shtf 

ay the Ud, or f. :; itj 

all the blame oif ' ;• up. 

: Thefrrpent h. ■ . :.i tat. 

notfayi " Lord, Iwi;. to S'^mc for Ulkioff 

e fcrpent \ Lnrd, I did wrong, in Dot liafu 

; to my hufbuid, when h»^ pot the firft fj'iff- 

:o tnei Lord, I pl;aii —;■'■-• ' .-i~ ■- -~ 

e: oh ! let notmy pci : 

■ jfs! ' Thi»wouI>n 

, h^d (hetiowb,--! 


firft 


idea 


TSf Stfd of Ike Wman^ 

heSotc GoA, no twiih Handing their crime was fo cp 
plicated, ihey could not be brought to confcfs 
What icafpn can be given, why feiitence of dc* 
fhoold not be pronounced a^ainft the prifoncn 
iIk bnr ? Ail niuft own they are worthy to die. Ml 
bow can God, confiftcntiy with hi juftice, poffik 
forgive them? He had threatened, that the <t 
wbcrnn ibey eat of the forbidilen fruit, they OnCia 

^fUrttydu: and, if he did not execute ihi^ threat^ 
jng, tbs devil oit^hc then flatidei the Almighty ~ 
deed. And yet mercy cries. Spare ihefc HaoB 
fparc ibc work 9f thine own hand£- Itchold ihi 
wifdom contrives a fcheme how CJod m^y be ja 
and yet be merciful ; be fiithliil lo bU tbreaieoii 
ponifl) th-:. .>('.-r-.^, I'nl at the fwnc tiniefparcii 
offeoiiiT . : . Trene of divine love heR 

.1 hail been from all cittA 
Notwilhftandlug Adnetrtl 

, £ve vrert thus iiiiHurr.bled, and did not fo muck 
put np CDC finglr petition for pardon, God imnet 
aieiy piiliia feniencc upon ihc ferpeut, and TCTcal 
tl;e:u aSiviour. 

Ver. 14 ^nd the Lord Ced /aid unit thti 

\ Srcat^ H-oit hafi doat this, ihou art aieurj^, 


..!t->. ><;J 

.ihve tvery beafi ef tht field 


■ .'.-; and dujt Jkalt thou rnl 


1:<.- (hould be in iubjeaio 


..Ts l>p iimited and rc\kn 


,:■: .;„'?, (■,,. -i,_ pr-in>-tl 

^7h1 1 


^ryi i: 


kr,^:l. ■:■■ . 
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aiit, in hie prcficc conrnning caring (or the 
^■j& be, " This fccond covenant wi» a>ti<)e 
li Adam, and oa in hi'rt, prefently after tbefallt 
1 is conuined ^n thefe words, Gen iii. tj. 
1 God declares tht fttd 1/ the viMTuin JiM 
rat Itefirpenl's head; aod this wsis m^Ae up, W 
I Grft was, of foms mercies to be Hailed hjr 
id, and /bmc duti<:s to \x: petfiirmeil bjr iM-" 
n exceeding falfe diviniiy : For ihtfe wortts ire 
1 to AJam; they are directed only la ihc 
IK* Adam and Eve iXaoA by as criminal, and 
"" " : treat with them, becaufe tlicy lud 
scovCDint AiiU it \i To far from bctDf a CD> 
" EreiD) •' fotue mcrcifr rtre lob" .itffttled hj 
Afomc duties tiihe -1 ■''■--. '' ■ ."that 
d looking th I J de- 

i free gift of l ' i/fin 

God the I-.; . r^aa 

itoacovetuDi •. ■ ;ioa 

om all etcTniiy , : Fa* 

, that if iheS.>r. - oula 

ii he fhoutd fee ti<s lecd i\u-,t ;hfs i> 

D of ihta fecret coveoaDt, aud llierc- 

1 in the moU pofitisc terms it JhaU 

f and tftM /halt truifi his hitl Thr 

Sod had treated wiib before ; he [uoicd 

[fceirfure, to fccurf tliu ft^und covciiaat 

, putt it mitx rhc bands pf fhc (c- 

■- " . .ifter 

- he 


, :nat 



The Seed of thr IVomflf!, Senn. 

God treaiB with bim in this promifc, as he did befbi 
the fail, under the ctxrcnant of worka Fcr, hv 
could rhu be, when Adam and Ev^ were now p 
ititxn at the fear, without (Irertgih lo perform t,^ 
CDB^'rtiouS at all '. The [ruth is thit: Cod, as 3 tewai 
' oC'Chrill'a rufletings, promifed lo give the elc£t f 
apd frpniisnce, in ordci to bring them lo ecernnl 1^ ^^ 
And both thele and every thing clfc necrflary for tllfl 
cvetlafting happincffi, arc infallibly fecurcd to ibfl 
in ihii ptomife, as Mr. BoHoni an cxccUcm V 
DiTJne, fweetlf and clearly fhews, in a book eiU 
I -* Vir-jj if the Cevtiui'H of Grace. 

Tint i^ by no means, an unneceHiry diflinftioil' 

t'ua rnattcf of great importance : For want of knov 

ng ibit, people bftK been fo long mifled. Theyhai 

jLleen uu^hi that tbey nmd DO foand Co, as tbvuk 

tbey were under a covenant of works; and th'^U 

f HOIN'G ihi3, ther fhould be faved. Thij h piaS 

ri the book, wrongly entitled, Tl 

Whereas, on 'he contraryt ftt 

^lk, dtai the Lord Jcfus was cheu 

., .. .-i.;i .'I' m the Father entered into M 

' t lu. -Aiieo Diin : that they can now do □ottuflj 

- for ^bemfclvcs, and (huuld therefore 'comeib 

. \'w:h I''-ii ig ^i.; :'-i..m fsli'i, cy v.Iiii:b i£e" 


ir Sftd y the Serpent. 

, and to be bom of a woman wbo never knew 
i by his obedieoce and death make an atone- 
tor oian'i tranrgrcfltcn;, and bring in an cver- 
,; cighlcoufntfs, vrork in ihetn x new nature, 
I thereby bruife the fetpcni't head / c deftroyr 
k power and dominian orcr (hem. Bj- ite/erpent't 
C we are to underdatid, the devil and all his etaU- 
t, who are permitted by God to tempt and fiit U* 
But, bleOed b= God, he can re:teh no foi- 
ir iban our heel. 

[l i« not ID be doubted bat Adam and £tre andcr- 

i ibis proirife in this I'enfe; for it h plain, in Ac 

r pan of the chapter, boifices were infti- 

From whence thouM tbofc fkins come^ 

)m beuHt flain fur f^crifice, of which God 

e Aem costs? We iiad Abel, ai well 3s Cain^ 

' I &crificc in the next chapter : and the Apoftie 

h he did it hy faith, no doubt in thii piomife. 

when Cain wns born, faid, / i-aiu g^tttn 

I thehOKD ; or (w Mr. Henry obJcr»e«, 

r be rendered) / />i,vt gaten a wiafi,— THE 

*,— the proniifed MelTiah. Some fotlhrr fup- 

t tbn/'Eve was the firfl bclierert and tberctore 

e it thus, the fitd {not of THE, but) o£ 

»,- which nagniGcs the grace of GoA fo 

! iBorc, that Ihe, who wss rhe firft tn the 

, HiouMhc tne fir{^ r"^' '' "-^mp. 

I believer! aifo, i nnto 

vife, did the 1 licim, 

THEM, whkh^ ijTfcoC 

J clothed with lUc riiiliieouUi:^^, i>£ our 

fChrift. 

niifl Was literally fTiIiiCfd ii th- prribn of 

'■-.'''■' '. when 

-VAtT- 


a :.n cfpeci^ nuuaei, biuUied flia 


I liffeli when DDT Lord complnir.ctl, that his foiit9 

txcieding ftrntefttf tven unto ilcalh, and he /kuat grt 

LiireJ>t of ihiJ, fulling upon the ground, when prayi 

Ifa ibr gartica : be bru'ifcd his licel, when he put I 

Entoriii: heart: of Judas to betray him: and he li^nj' 

%lin yet moll of all, when bU emiiTarice aaUj 

1(0 ftn accTirfed tree, and our Lord cried j 

' frc3, my God ' ^hy hnfl tboufsrfatm me? 

liii>, (he bleJTcd Jefos, the feed of the 1 

\»iiiW Sitan'e accurfed head : for, 

(cmrfcd he was able ro /ucntir thofi that afi 

L (rf By fsii Jlripes luf art htahd. the cbal" 

tpf ci:r peace was apon him. By tlyinp, he i 

nj htm that had [he power of death, that is thed 

" ; thereby fpOtUd principalities and |>o«er 

Eaiiil niadc a ^hcw e£ them openlj, triumphing <r 

Khent upOD'ihe crcft. 

This ^romife )nx^ been, it, and will be fulfiFlejO 
r'eft of O^, tnnlideced coIlediTcljf, as « 
.. .,c,^, ,y, -in^iv,^ of our Lord in the flei^ 
■" . fcciif ihtMnnuin. 1 
. v in Chrtji J(Jus, mvfiji 
I iKire, there is an e^efI)l ' 

.■■i;j- n,!; bc:rt-i;:ri ir.e i'rtd of the WDmao ani^ 
1 1 ihi: fefpeni ; lo thst thofe that are horr 
P'Oi, o^niici bu' ficrfecute ihofe that are b 
■' ■■'■■■■• 'l'^,'? enmity fliewcd itfelffoon ■ 
..led, ia Cliu'i l»iiinng ibcfl 
..-li in the church throuBhal^' 
a. \\.t il-.n,. =Li- the llifiorj? 

fliews. '- 


P'tc, r ' 


. il. ami lie Sttd 0/ the Serptnl. 

jitet, the. more ihey were oppxtStA, ibe nukM 

rincicatEd. Thua it was with the AfoCOtti thiis 

a with iheir immcdiaie followers. So tluc TcT' 

J coaipures the church in hta time to a mowed 

; the more frciiuemly ii is cut, the more it grows. 

d of the manors was always the feed of the 

rcb. And I have often fat iovn wit& woadcrsnd 

^d and admired how Cod has made the very 

mea which his cnemicE contrived in order to hiii' 

M>me the moft effedtual means to propagate 

el. The devil has had fo littk fucccftin per- 

, (hat if I did not know that he and his chi!- 

:xording 10 this verfci could not hut peife- 

I (bould think he would count it hie (Ireftgtb 

What did he get hy perfecting the mar- 

D Mary's lime ? Was not the zta«r of G&d 

loiified in ihdrfupporll What did h« 

iting the good old I'uritans? Did it not 

(Opting of New England ? Or 10 come 

Ka times, What haih he got I'y piiitinc[ 

fynagogues? Haih not the Word of Gc^, 

oightily prevailed ? My dear bearers, yon 

J me for enlarging on this head i God nHa 

icrally, when I come to tBit topic- 1 cm 

[for pcrfecmion, r 

Hit underhand the Scripture." If br.tin 

filtered to bniife my bed further, and 

lould ihruli mc into prifon, I doubt Dot, 

L would only tend to the t»6re diVfttial 

Ahead. 1 leniembrr afjyiivg ., ' >»>ethni 

.J * " "aru hlift 

'-' rtbcftatiotu 

I lit io preach* 


hurt 


tpjOmifc of t!'>: 
mut tnmily t^tvi;. 
Bhf headf dud Ihou r 

Tbispromiff is alfo fulhl^ci, U'^i 'jDljitft 
C 4 



ibe cliurcb in piicnl. but in every indirii^usl ) 
lie»er in pBrticufar. In e«rT believer tiwTc a 
ietda, The feed of the woman, and the feed gtfi 
pent; (be (leOi lufting a^ainil ibc Spirit, "3 
•Spirit againftihe flefh, It ia wiih the beli« 
qoickcaeil with grace in his heart, as i 
Rebcccabi wh<rn fhe had conceived £Ciu i 
in her wOmb ; fhe (tit a Itruggling, and b^ 
tineafyi J/ it it fo, lays ihe, tufiyan I thm 
graM snil nacure (IruKglf* (if 1 may fo fpea] 
womb of a believer's hiart : Bui, as it was t 
the eliler ihall fiivc the younger; fo it i 
grace in the end (hall get the better of nati 
)-ec! <»f the woman fhall bruife the fsipent'a 1 

ly of you that have believed in Cbrift, pprbi 
may find fon>e pwticu'ar corniption yet Ufon|^ 
llron^, ihaf ymi are fcmctimes rcatly to cry out wj 
Vjvid, tJhaH fail one day bf tit hand of iiaul .fl 
, ihj promif;; in the text infureg the pcrie 
73nicc aid viflory oi betiertrs over lin, •*^a:aii, itet 
_-and heil. Wbar it indw^elliiiK corruption does jttt 
i (he feed of the fcrpent b'uifc yout Im 
fa vexing nnft dilturbing T<:>ut righteous fuult f Ti 
no', ihough faint, yet puifue : You fliall yet bnil 
'.befcrpciii'B bead, Chiifl has died for you, 3i>d ] 
-.' iiitlc while, and he will fend desih to dcilto- li 
\iiy beinjj of Gn in you. Wliieh brings me- 

Vo fhetv the rroU csienlive oiani.er iu «lircli l) 
:r-.' ifeof the te« (Jwll be lulfilled, iii». at (he fit 
.■'ltr-t~--Tf, wh[-i; '.':■■ Lord jd'us (halt r.-efrrji the 
I'^t t.i tii- i:: jjiot Of .Tjnkle, oral 

'i;:h :' i i:; body and fcul, 

TK; ' -he womtn sfi^c ihelaft a 


.i;q iMiiL-if the :",![iin the kingdom of ih'* 


- may fii 

kllron^', 
l>«i<l, 
ranicc J 
rond he 
♦ttain. 1 
ftl vcxi 


mei, and fit wiiK Chii^ on thnmcs in nt^dlj ta 

: at, itterefore, ont be weary of wcU-doingt 
cap an eternal haiveU Vt comfort i( 
Dare, date, my liear brf thren in CariU» 
d!Io» the Captain of ou[ fiilvation, k bo wis made 
■ft through fulTeriDgs. The (cetl of (he wotnaa 
11 btuifc the fcrpeiit's haA. F»r not men Be 
D moch cafi down a: the dcceitfslREis of your 
fesa cot dcv\'.3 ; ym (hM get (be *i^ory 
<ti them. The Lord Jefus hath rr.g.igffd to 
t:you mure t!init conquTor&ovcr dit Find with 
Wiour: I'lead, plead ihi: ptonflifc in the (CXt. 

■ « wreftli with Cod in pi»yer If it has been 
i to believe, tear not if it Qion'd alio be gi- ' 

ttte fuffer. Be not any wi£e tcm&cd by yoQc 
e King of tbc chuich has theni all in s 
t kind to them t pray fur ihem i but fear 
_ _ The Lord will ye-, bring back hie ark, 
h Aprffeo; driven into the wtJ.leEnQrt ; and iia* 

■ e tightening ftiall fall frcm hcaxtii. 

t there any enemies of Cod Ucte? Hie prom ij« , 
lext encourxgcs nie to bid yoM liefiatice: . 
. trf */ Ibt vjoma,,, the cier brfiid }K{ut,/»U ' 
jftifc fftftnfs head. Wlut ngiribei ^tl your ma* 
f You are only rapinj; w^ves of '\it Ui. foiming 

bl*J..: " rhe' 


S^to workfo/ ! 

, be hstfayou i:-. 
bvilU. Who.nr 


..;tis 


Thified cftbe fTomao, Sec. Serm. U. 
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deemer. I know in whom Ihzrc believtd ; I am per- 
fuaded he will keep that fafe, which I have committed 
unto him. He is faithful who hath promifed, thai the ' 
feed of the woman /ball bruife the ferpenfs bead. May , 
we all experience a d^ily compietion of this pronife, 
both in the church and in our hearts^ till we come to 
the church of the foft-born, the fpirite of jufl: io^ 
made perie£3bt in the prefence and a£tual froition of 
the great God our heavetily Father ! 

To whom^ with the Sott^ and the IJalj Gheftf h a* 
fcribed all honour, paweff tnigitf i»^^yf W 
dominion f now andjor evermwre* Ammt* 


■f. 


."■> 


SERMON It I. 


CUnON EVERY CHRISTIAN'S ] 


Xtt, and all that -will Rpfgidlj in Chriji ](jat,fi>aU 
juffer ptrftcftvuu 

THEN our Lord Jefus w»s picafcd to take 

' ((pon himfe:f ihc form of a lervani, and go 

"-iching tlii; kingdom oE God, lie took all op- 

« in nuhlic, and more efpecially in piivMC» 

jiLs againft fctfkmg great tliingk 

■Itixofofcwflfn thrmofilicoiany 

: -, and perfecQlious which ihcy 

Ptl I" ai'ufc aiitl go throuK;l! /of his n>mc*« 

■great St. Paul, iberefore, the -iiithor of 

Ptathis. as n all other things, following 

rfhU bictrr-d Mifter, takes pariicuhr cire, 

Dtner apoftollcal admonitions, lo w*rn yoaoE 

»of thcdil&culiicshc muft exptfl to meet 

'iiU ^f ills .wniflry : " Tfiis ktrnw alfo," 


out n^iioiAJ - -' 

, (l)C'■^•iile^^ 

wd, ti<u(or«, ht~ 


i ■* of pTeafure more than lovers of God ; bavii 
*' Ibrm of ^odlincfs, but denying ihe piwcr tb^ 


' from fuch lurn awij 


For of tkis fort ate 1 


*' who creep iiiio houfeB, and lead caprivc fiUjf I 
" mini laden vUH Cms, led away with divert 1 j 

f'* ewT kaminfl, ami never able to comeT( 
, ** led|*< of ihe iruih " iVom, ur Jartnes and "Jun 
(iwoof til? J^gfpiun masiciane'i ■uiithjl!.id Miijis\ 
'workioK iliam n.ir8d«)/"«(/o/if/ifli/"o r^/T/? Me /in 
and (notwilhftanding ihey keep i.p .he foi 
pon) Btt win b/ corrupt mmdi, reprohaU 
thi faiih. Uac, in order to k ep biiii from fiokj 
under ch ir oppodtion, he idU bin, thai though C 
for wile ciiJ^. permiclM thefe faife t^acheis, as lie^ 
tfaeniij>U')3ns,tooppofeforf:)>iieiifne, yetths] 
now prscrjtil no f,ir;bcr. Far their folly, (94 
Jhatihr midi BianiJ^JI unta all mm, as ihri"" " 
ciciant} ulti -wai, when ihijy could n 
Mof«, bt r^vfc cf .he boir i far the boil w 
ma^ctiiti* d . well '3 upon all th; Kgypi>3 
liKn', t'J ciii:f uijjt'' 'liiuinby ytt the im'H_ 
pounds !'■ bill! h.: own example: " Bat thQ^*^ 
•' fiir.y *ji3wr. my otklfine, manner of Iifr, pufi 
" Isi;:. li'Ti; "uf! 'icRiCharity, patience, prifccuUO 
•' n;'!li'.\,-'i.5, V- 111 eh came unto me at Ati<ioc]l(i 
" iojtiium, ii: I.vftra ; what perfccmioiia I cw 
" Bu' o'UDf I. -,ni 4II tlic Ldrddclifeted r " 
noihv inigbt ihitik that tl.ifl 
't'fPaul: r*.., fayshe, ii 
. ... 'ill that win five gtifly ii 

^/bal/Jit^'r prrfeeitih't- 
Tht words, wiilioutcaoGderltigthemMthry fl 


then, ■ 
[wrtit'i 
the tn- 

Tht w> 
■■ ^ rc)a'>' 
■ pornr- 


e eont«t, rt^fi'a 


n-ctfTiry 4 


ilhrijllatis Lit. 

Vhai it a to live ffni)y laChnd Jefus, 
[ The different kinds of pcrfccutiuu ra «4it^ 
I who li»c Jtoiilj, arc expofcd. 
, Why it Id, ihat go4J j nitii iiiud exp^Ci 10 iSlf- 

'scution i 
[ff/y. We (ball apply ihc whole. 

ril, Let us canfliler what it b lu lit-.* ^vHIy in 
Jcfus : [his foppoU'E, [)iac we me iq«Jc ibq 
mfncisof God mCbrift, ihat wc arc boniafpin, 
t«madc one w:ih Chrill by a livirsfaiih, and % 
luRtPn, cvrit as Jefus Chrid and ihcrathrrare 
[thlUlb wi: Mt ihut cotivettal, ai]'l trjr:;fcfmcd 
» KOcwina of our miti Je, we cannot praperJy bo 


1 I.if 


uUI ill 


■%"■!"' p: 


;iTc..-l a 


■■■y. 




I ihe in- 

:i:dlj: in 
u;r own. 


MTti inJ> ♦'*"" 
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fsith in Child, are holy in all iDMiner of 

^don and godlincT^. 
TW3 is to live godij- in Chriil J f 
we Bjay eafily Icam, why fo few fuiTer p 
becaufc fofcw live godly iu Chiift Jefus. 
Mieiiii on ouiward dmics-, you may Jive n 
ChrlR, i. e- you may do (as they term ii) n 
bann, iinda»oid peifccution : but Uieyil 
|j«Uy inCbrift }e(ii«, muft fuffer pcrfecutioi 
Z. Secondly, What is ibe meaning of ihe ^ 
ffctrtitts, and how many kinds ihere are of if 
now to confider. 
The word perficuthn iB derived from a ( 
word Jlgaifjing to purfntt ami generally implifi 
*' putfuing a perfon for the fake of liis goodr"'*"^ 
•* God's good will CO him." The firft kin ' 
thtit of the hejrt. W e ha»e an early csam 
p in that wicked one Cain, who, bccaufc ilie 
^^Mrefpe^ to Abel and h:a olfrring, 
^^H]iim and his olTenng, was very wroth, 
^^Kcnancc fell, and at ko^lh he cruelly i 
^^Berivicd brother. ThuMbcPbariCees hated i 
^ fecuud our Lord long before thsr laid hold en^ 

and our LMd n^cnnons being invvai dly hated of n 
as one kind of perfccotion his difciptcs were toll 
dergo. This lica.-t- enmity (if I may To t*rin «)'*^I 
(fic root of all otlir: kinds of perftcuticn, andull 
fjmc deRreeoroihu, tube Found in (be fuu' 
UuiEgcner.ilc m^ini and nutabers arc guil 
perfccuiion, who revet have itiu their pgw 
i'trtuie any oih<c wty, Nay» immbrrs wou] 
cicdini'- -.ifl^Til!)- ro pnr in^irjcti;; all o"' 
pe-Ucirii' . . - ■■ 


\ u>iiti«mnci^i ili^ ;4>l (bet 


. in. 


Chrifium'i La. 
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loured b fcwM cyiI will agaiBtt Zion ! Thtjr may 
\ fceen it before men ; bui God (ceth ibu eamiir 
peit bearit, anil will judge ihemas pcifecutod at 
lat iutd lernble day of jodgcmcntf 
fccond degree of perfemiuon is ibat of tlw 
2a« ; oui of ihe abundance of rbe heart ibe moiitb 
nh. Many I fuppolc thiok it uo hum to Ihoo: 
ft arrows, even bitter words, againft tbedilbiples 
F the Lord; tbeyfcattcr fire-bruids, arrotr<, and 
'':atli, fayioi:, " Arc we not iti fport ?" But, bowevei 
thry niiy cBecm it, in God'e account evil fpea king 
IS J fcigh degree of pcifecuiion. Thus Khmacrt mock- 
it* lfi»c in tbc Old, is termed petfecutini; him in 
r'c New Teftamcni- Bielli:d are yr, fays our Lordt 
■r.'ui-n mm fliall revtlc yuu, and peifecuie youi snd 
- II manner of evil ;igaialt you falfely fcr my 
'■-r. From whence we may gatber, thn 
■!■ ^tjd fpeaking all manner of evil falfdv for 
*-iinK's Ukc is a high degree of pcr'^ecution. Para 
ttoo^ouiut, fays the wife man, is betltr \hn\ pred- 
unlaiMtnent, and to jnany i^ dearer than life iticif, 
Uit3fTf»i breach of the (Ixib comma/idincAt, to 
- y one ; but lo fpralc eri) of and Hinder ibc 
r ChiilL, merely hecaufe theyarc hie di& 
' , ' lutt be highly provoking ill the light of God ( 
■^■- i (uiiti who ate guiJiy ol it (irithcui tcpentancfij 
will find ihatJcfuB ChriU will c-i!i ihcm lo an ac- 
i-?^im. and pnnilh iKcm for ;l1I thoir tiofrodly avid hud 
! .ii-ry^i i^ , 1 .L f -if fj.j. jn;i biiitiAoDC. Thii (hjiU 
/..-ink. 
■.A bind of pe;£ecuiion, ii that 


■//#- 


: torcueouig aad £ainiiintuig them trom mac* 


Ptrfsmt!» 


■vnj> 
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Ug in open profefiion of hia wligion or worfhip i 
iwerdiaitJB minillirj for preaching hi» word, ju^ 
bigh pficJU ihrejtSTied the apolllea, aiwl fo"" 
(hcoi My mart tc/ye.ii m ihi ncmt of J/fiu t 
Pagt hfatbtti (.ui thnaitnittgs and Jtaughtu^-^ 
iht dtfexf^es of Ihe Larii : Or -when they oalLlr 
m COuilB I yia/iia'l if caiied before gavtrmrifi 
load : Or when ihey fine, impfiron, or punM 
bf coR&rctLon of goods, crnel icouiging, andfl 
death iii'dt 

It wuold be impoITible to enumerate in whak« 
liuus Oiapes perfecuiion liss appeared. U is a mnf 
headed moafter, infatiaWc as htl!, crutl as the graiN 
»a\ what te wurfe. it gcn4rally appears unilur ff 
eJoali of rcUjicn- Bui cruel, icifati^ble, m& i~ 
ai tt Ui tiicjF (hat life godly ii Chrift jcfiu 
pefl lo fiifier and encoumer •tr.ih it in all f 
This is what ae are to lualcc good uodi 
gcnOHl head. 

%. Jlurd/y, Why i* it ihat godly men muft 4 
to I'liJrtir prrfecution ? And, 

/^/gf, Thi* appears from the whole tenour oT-d 

L'wd's di>£lriDe We will begin with hit dintWa 

fDon OB the Mount. BUfftd, faye be, art tkfjm 

.in pTrp:v,n'. frr n^^heot'ffffi' fiikt .- for thMt. i ' 

■-■ ■ u.u, if our Lord f\ 

10 hs»e an in 

r-fs we are or hi 

>.'i-. Kay, oori 

n!iru;.h:,i ,.,:,. jjj ;hrc-: v^ifet in ihU head) 

only OQi- in azh <;i ih'z uiHeta ; ooi ouly to Oiowd 

it %iii [■. Tliii: ".''ii;fj men (»i taer.) arc wiviUi 

fc-ti..'.-,' -■ .■'■■■.■.■ -■■' , 


(wofj^ utKl.;^<M Emc ^ici-i;i-l.i(i Lli^il bcfj 


rUt* 


St 


bcr-in-lav, and that i nir.'s foes flnU be 

r his hourebold. PafTagea, which, ihougti can- 

J falfc pTO(A\exe 10 the 61II, I am perfuadtd 

Tciilicd by [he expeiicnce it all iruc Chrif- 

I ihis, and every att^ of ibe church. It wouM 

(tdlefs to recount all the places wherein t>ur Lord 

his difciples, that they '.hould be died 

(olcre, and thrull out of fyna-ogucj, ruy, that 

me would come, wherein men Hioui^l tliink thcr 

1 ferrice in kill ihcm. For ihis mfon hs » 

t!y dtxiared, that unleli a man for/riie all that 

aitd even baled life itfelf, he cwdd not be his S/- 

And therefore ii \f worthy our oUfemUDn* 

~ I that remarkable palfage, wherein our Lonl 

I fuiih an exteoUve ptoaiife to ihofe who feft 

fR, lie cautiouHy inferts perfecution. Atu^Jefm 

d faid. Verity I fay unto you, there it itf 

__ S bath hp hiuft, or brethren, w JijierSt trfa* 

tf, tr piither, or vjift, er children, or lands, far my 

/'air mid tb* ge/p^l'^i but he Jhall receive an hundred 

f.'Jixniin thii time; heujei anil brtthrea, tmi fifitrt 

jii.f m^hers, and chilirtn and lands^ with peifeca- 

i>MS) ((he word is in the plural number, ioclu<tinfr 

»;i icrodi of perfircution) and in tie wrrtd rs csme tter- 

-..dfifr. He that halh care to hcaii let him hat 

..■ I ' riii fiys in all thefts p^Sages, and ehn) oon« 

.;.' -Jiho Sve godfy in Cbtt/i Jefus, Jhall/itgeT 

-.- -7-T-'.:! from otir Lorrt'* do^rine, fo Tc 
)[ii hia life- Folk>w him from lK<3 
>, and fee whether any prrfecu- 

i,>:h :1.. .Snncf Gnd, ihc l,^rd 


■ ^rt: ■,■: [[i' pi-opic: tio'v was re rcrjlcifi 

"1 mUsJ a htaljthcQint'a wioe-biber, ASa> 
F 
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naritui ; tnj, a deni, uiij, in one word, bad tXt o 
ner of evil Tpolccii afraind him falfdy? What c 
didlion of Giin;» did be endure againfl hioilt 
Mow did men feparate from bis company, mwl « 
affaimed to walk wiih him openly ? Inromuch tl 
he once faid to his own difciples, if ill ysu al/a ^ 
woy^ AgaiDi how wag he Ironed, thruft out ofl 
(yn»£oguet, arraigned as a deceiver of [he peopl 
fcdiiious and pcMcni frilow, an enemy to CxCar,.; 
w Tuch fcourged, blindfolded, fpit upon, 
length condemned, and nailed to an accurfcd t 
7^.'js was the Madsr perfccuted ; thus did il 
fttfiei; Hnd the fcivant is not above his mafteft 
the dUclfile above his Lord : If they have perft, 
■me, tl^y M.'i!' ^lf(? ptr/icate ymi, faith the hler 
Sua. iiiiA again, tvtry man thai is per/iB, l)iat;ji 
tri^c CV.uftt^. inufi b* as his Majttr, i. t. talEltm 
did. Forn'l ih-i' thinp- our Lord basDei uifT 
ari'ip^c, ih-.t 've (^oolu foIJov his ftepe : and tl 
iO:r, Gu<i fiftid (bat any "ho «ould Ii»c ^ 
Chriii }^i\i'.. Ihcuild hcticefoTvard expert: taa 
fjii-.-l.n^ pcrl-ci 


Oat farthiT; Nut only our Lord's * 

of jli t:i» fainta that CTer li»< 

itcs i!'-ii t^of the Apoftle'si 

' ' \' Abel marfe i 

■ I'-iac mocked t 

■^ iiat a hrge tacai 


jjf dv;m 
(lie li^- 

tbc hoi 

elcT- .■ 
Ihe.s 

enci^- 

CTfTl ! 


;tminc th£ fL.;uiai««j^. luuu uok liiijtg c 


^enn. 111. 


Chrijiiiin*t Lit, 


ad if it wrrc poITiMc to confiilt the fpiriti _ 
■-n oiade pcrfoa, I am perfuided each would c«i. 
r with ibc Apnftic in aflerting, (hat all -a/ho-mll 
ijtdly in Chnjl 7'fut,JbaUfuff,rp:rfic,aim. 
How can il be other*ifc in the Tcry nature o{ 
Ever fincc the fall, there has been an irr*. 
ctleabJc enmity between the feed of the wotqan 
Il (he feed of the fcrpcnt. Wicked men bate God, 
1 therefore, cannot but hale ihofe who arc Ifkc 
i; chcy hate to be reformed, and therefore mud 
ieandperrecuiethofc who, by a contrary bchavi- 
\ Uft^ of them, that their deeds are e«l 85. 
», priue of heart leads men to perfecute the ler- 
m it( Jefus Chritt. If they commend them, thw 
|a&li(j ot bei[]g alied, " Why do you not follow 
!wm i " And therefore, becaufc they dare not tmi- 
^ ■•migh they may fometiinea be even forced » 

, **« their way, yet pride and envy make tbem 

L <iirti perfccutors. Hence it is, that as it wu former- 
ly, fo h i* now, and (b will it be to the end of tinci 
fie tliai it bom a!icr the flcffli, the natural man, does 
and will perfecute bim that ig bom after the Sptrit, 
the nrgenerate man JJecaufc Chriftiaiis are DOto£ 
the world, but Chrift hath chofen them out of the 
w^'rid, therefore the world will hate ihem. If it be 
I .! aRiinft this do-^rinc, "that we oow Bm 
Ihrifcan world, and therefore muft dm «- 
. .. .L.u.bnerfccution as formerly;" I aiifwer, *'AJ1 
■' itre net. Cfirittians that arc called To ; and, till the 
■• hw«b changed, the enmity Sj^ainft God (which 
" M the root of all perfccution) remaioB," and coufe- 
•Chriflians, f^lfdy fo called, will pcn'ccute u 
Kti I obfer»ed therciorc, ia ibc bcgin- 
■ difcoorfc, that Paul tneniioni iht>fc tlint 
'gf religtmi, as pertoos of whmn Tiroottij . 
!i;hielly aware: ftw, aj our L»rd and Ha 
rw«t owjliy pctfccttied by their cootttnioea 
F 2 
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ihc Jews, (o vc raaSi exped the like uCige from d 
fonoililta of our own nation, the Pharifees, who feei 
CO be religious. For ihe mutt horrid and barbitoi 
perfecutiotiB have been carried on by chofe who hai 
caUed tliemfd»e» Chriftiansj witnefj ihe dajB 
QaecR M:iry; and the lines, baniQitnents, and i 
priloiinunis of che children of God in Ihe lalt cenu 
anJ the bilter irrecoocileable hatred that appear) 
tboof^ind* who call themfelvst Chftftians, even in l 
prdent days wherein wc live. 

Pcffons who argue ag:tinll perfecutton now, i .^^ 
DOt fuHidenily fenrible of the bitter camiiyof ^ 
hcut of every unre^enerate man againd G;id. h 
my own pan, I am fo far fiom wondering ibatCfapl 
tiasi are perrecuted, that I wonder our Itreeta Jo U 
run with the blood of the faints: was mea'ftpqV 
equal to their wills, fach a horrid fpe^ack | ~ ' 
ieon appear. But, 

Perfccuttoa is neceffary in rcfpefl to (he goJt; 
theinf:lT». If wc have not all manner of evil fpalwfl 
of us, how can we know whether we love conteiifU 
and fc«>t only that bouour which cometh from aba|G 
If we have not perfiN^utort, bow can uuc paOiyc gnf 
be kept in exsrcife? How on many Chriitonp' 
cepts be put into pradice i How can wc love, 
for, and do good to thofe whod>.fr; 
How can we overcome e*il with gou I 
can wc know wc love God better ih 
Paul was fcnGWcof all thii, ati^l : 
dvely and peremptorily afTerts, ihn > 
go<Jly in Chrift jefoi, Oull fuffer p : : 

No: that I alfiim, " AH nV- p. .., .i 

" dcdfce." No: ITiit wil ; 
Scripture and cxjicricocc 
3>re tii>t really called to f<i ' 
*l:oa, yet all Clirilliaiu ^!i, '.i-...~ 
withftuuliDg fomc may li%i in (dok | 



Chrifl'mn': Let. ■ 

>'f the church (Iian others, yet all ChrillianB, in aA 
Ages, will Hod by tb«tf own nftenencf, thai, «bfr 
(her they aft in a private oi public capacity, ihey 
muft, ill lome degree or other, fufl^er pcrfecution. 

Here then I would paufc, and, hjllyt hy way of 
a^iplicaiion, exhort all perfons, 

Firji, Toftand a while and examine themfelvci. 
Por, by what has been faid, you mar jrather one 
mark, whereby you may judge whether yon are 
Chriftiins or not. Were you ever perrecuted its 
tigbieoufncU' fake ? U not, you ncTcr yet Urcd godly 
in Chrift our Lord. Whatever you may fay to the 
y, the iiifpitcd Apollle, in the words of the 
le truth of which, 1 think, I have fnlBctentljr 
) poGiivelf niTctts, that " all that wilt live 
'-■I him, (hal! fuffer pctfecuiion." Not thac 
e petf::cuted are real Chridians i for many 
fia&tr. Slid are perfccuted oa other ac- 
i for righteoufiiefa' fake. The ptK quef- 
tore is, •' Whether you are ever pcrfeeui- 
ving godly ? " You may boaft (js perhaps 
rtrhik) of your great prudence and fagadiy, 
d thefc aie excellent things) and glory be- 
have not lun fucfa lengths, and made your-. 
I^n^br, and liable to fuch conteapt, a* 
g hjve. But, alas! this is not a mark oC 
\ a Chrillian, hut of a Laodicean fptrii, 
r cold, and fit only to be fpcwed out 
mb of God That which yon call pni- 
trn only cowardice, dregful bypocfify^ 
itti which makes you drvad conTempti 
to give up yauT tupuntion far Gail< 
nmeil of Cbtid and bis gofpel s and In all 
, was he to appear a fL-cont! liiuc upon 
I well as woiks, you would deny 
cthefcfoic, all yc that lire only (oitnally in 
h*. nn4 do Iodrct feck ibat faonout wbik.': 


^fK^^^ Pffeadion rutry 

comelh of man. Ido not derire lo court ycui WI 
iaireat you to lire godly, and f»r not contempt far- 
the fake of Jcfua Chfiil. Beg of God to give jm 
hifr Holy Spirit, (hat yoo nay fee ihiough, and dU 
«OTei the latent hypocrify of your heai's, and no long 
er deceive your own fouls. R«membeir you cfl'ilM 
TQconcile two iireconcilcable differmcce, God an 
^Rimon, the friendOiip of ihla world, with the fa 
vonr of God Know you nor who hath told you, tbi 
the *■ fikndtbip of this world is en.riiy with God ? 
If tbeicfore you are in friendllilp with the worM^ 
notvithflandinf all your fpccious pretencei to ptetfi 
yoa are at entni'v "fiih God, you arc only hcart-h)^ 
pocrites, and, " What is '.he hope of the hypocritci 
« when God fhalt take away hiR foul? " Let the wortll 
of the ti-st found ao tiirm in your care— Oh let tbau 
fink dcrp into your hearts t '* yea, and all that 
*< live Kodly in Chitft j^fus, lliall fufFer peffi 
•' (too " 

SemsdJy, From the words of the text, I wooM 
V.''-£ oixaGon to fpcalL to thofe, " who arc about to 
•■ lil'r ihcmfelvce under the banner of Chrift'e croAk' 
VVha; i^y yoo ? Art: you refolved to live godly in 
t^fji" Jpfus, notwithHaDdiiif; the con&qurnce will 
be, that yoa moll fulFer perfccution ? You are be^ 
gipiiiPil to build, but have you taken oui Lord'i j|ij> 
nice, :o lit dawn fitft a^tl count the coft ? Have yOu 
wd! jreigbcd with yooife'res th»t wcigliiy declare.' 
unv " li- th«t lovt.b fiiihci or mother more than 
" ISSf,, \i i|M worthy of ME , " and again, " Uotcfil 
*' a tn;!!; fotfilie al} that he hath, he cannot be mf 
" difaplc?*' Perhaps fome of yi'u have ^eatpoSeC-' 
Cm- . wi'l not yso go away forrowful, if Oirifl- 
P ' -- toftil all ihatyouli. :' '^"^ - 

■ l)c kitifmen, er fon ■ 

■ to the high pitefii 
r.'ij be peifL-ctrtJni: 


rtt ChnJUaris Lot. 

:|Ii wh»l fay pu ? WiU you, wiih Mofci, r»- 



^ chore to " (i)lT«r aiill6^wa with ihe people of 
lad. than enjoy the plcafures of fin for a fnion ? " 
urn you may fayt " My i'ri^.iidG wUl not vpporc 
«i" Th*t is more than you know : in a-1 jmiW 
y your chief enemies will be thffe of your own 
"boufehotrl If therefore they Diould pppofc you, are 
you willing naked to follow a naked Ctirul i aod » 
•andcr aljout in (beep-ftlns, and poat-ftin«, in deni 
and cafeB of ilic earih, being affl-Qed, deaitDte, tofw 
mcnted, rather than not be Chiift'* dJfciplM> You 
sre now «!1 following with zeal, as Ruih and Olp«|> 
liiil Naomi i and may weep under thcWardi tat 
ar« not mat itart Crocodile's tear» f And when 
diificultie* come, will you not go back from lol- 
lowinj! your Lord, as Otpah departed ftomfollo*- 
ii!s Naomi! Have you really the root of grace in 
yojr fatftits ? Or, arc you only ftonygrouni he«- 
cri? You receive the Woid with joy j but, when 
r«recutioij arifcs ijEcaur-- of the Word, will you noc 
hs immediaiely offended ? Be not angry with a.« toe 
juttiog itiefe queftions to you. I am jrtloos okcc 
fiM, but it is ftith a godly jealwify : For, ilu ! HtW 
many ha»e put their hand* la the plcuph, vA aftCP- 
wards have Ihamefuliy looked »»ck ? I only deal wiU» 
joo. as our l^fd did with <h.- petfon that fwd. "L«rd.. 
■' 1 Hill lolluw ihee wbl'htilbcser ihou wilt. The 
" t" ^._-3 hare hoU-a, and Ou' birds of the ait have nefti^ 
■' h ■■ ijc Son of man, f^ys he, hath not whrrc » 
■■ ..y ;,» head" What f^y T"" ' A-c v^u willing 
;o ri.iijrr hardneffl, and ili- ■ -r^kej 

r.->.> (.'.iicrsof Jci'usChriii ■ -n fooc 

:.v .■' ';>.. (owr-ai.! vHl. ■ ■■,.!, and 
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Siay fay» ^' Are we dogs that we fiiould do tbis ? /' 
ur, ahtfi I hare met with 'many unhappy fpitiili 
who hare drawn back unto perdition^ and hai^ a& 
terwards accounted me dieir enemy» for olealisg 
faithfully with themi though ooice, tif it were ptfljt* 
i>le, they would have plucked out their .own eye^ 
and have given them unto me. Sit dowa tbeif^ 
lorcy I befeech yAu» and leriouily coum che coft^and 
afk yourfelvee again and s^n» whether you» countafl 
things but dung, and drob^ and are wiUiog to iaSki 
the 1<^8 cf all things, fo that you Q0»y win Ofittk 
and be found in him : for you may aflure youjpfelTC^ 
the Apoftle hath not fp(riten mvaiui f< Ail tjiat wtU 
•< live godly in Ourift JefuSf fliall fu^er perftos^ 
*' tion" ^ . 

Thirdl^f The textfpeaks to you that are'piMientif 
fu^ering for the truth's fake : ** Rejoice and be esr 
^< ceeding gla^ \ great fliall be your reward ii^oawtf 
For to yoU: it is given m^t only to believe, but^dfo 
to fufFer) and perhaps remarkably too; for the ftke of 
Jcfua : This is a mark of your difciplefliip, an cvi* 
acnce that you do live godly in Chrift Jefua^ ¥t^ 
liot therefore, neither be diftnaytd." Ob, be not 
weary and fain*' in your minds ! Jefus, your Lcrdf 
your life, cometh and hia revard is with him..Thougk 
2.11 men forliake you, yet will not he : No % the Spi* 
lit ot Chrift aiad of glory fliall reft upon you. . In {^ 
iicnc<; therefore, . poiTefs your fouls. Sani^fy ifce 
Lord God in your hearts. Be in nothing ijcrrified by 
your adiu,r{afit8 : on their part Chfift.is evil fpoken j 
of^ on your part he is glorified. Be not ;*fiiamed 
of your glory, Cnce ^thjers can glory in their (hamc* 
Ihiuk it not ftran^e concerning the fiery trial, 
wherewith you are or may be tried. The denl 
rages, knowlaje that he bath but a fliort time to 
reign. He v)r his emifiarics hate no more power 
i[baii what i^ given them fnmi abov? \ God fets them 


. UL 


Chfifiia: 


tU. 


i bounds, tvtiicli they cinnot pafe ; and (he v<:iy 

i of- joor bead arc all nuo-bcrcd. Fear tior } no 

Aall fti upon fou lo hurt you, wJihotu ysur 

KBiy Father's knowtrdnc Do ygut casbly 

■ds and parents (url'akr youf A'l; yciu cflU out 

■e Synagogues i Tht Lera tit^ll revcd ItliriLlf 19 

TU to tiie Rian lliat was born blind Jefus Chrift 

I lake yon up. If ibcf carry you ic jiffi u. and 

k ycQ wiih chains, fo that ilie jton enier into Np-ur 

^nlt, even there tliali Ctirilt fcnH an anj^l Irom 

a la IbtDfrihtii you. ami tnihle vou WTrh P*iil 

iL9, 10 (iiig piniles at iTiiUii!f;tit. Aic ]k 

-1; to be thrown into a deii ot (iom, 6( rift 

■■.■■ring firiy furnace, becnure ycu will cot 

' II and u'utltiip the beail ? Ttst noi t the 

111 you ferve, is able to delirec ycu : Of,- if 

I fuffcr the flames 10 devour yotir bodtn^ 

\^ only fervc as fo many ficiy clilfiau, 10 

r fnuU to God- Thus k ^■m with tbeinat- 

that one, when he •»» burnitig, cried 

, you Papilis, it you want a (Ttnclc, 

Id one '- Thia bed of flaotcB is to mc* 

rn." 1'huB ii was wtth nimofl nil tint 

Ifoimer times: For Jefus, nmwithltand- 

s own divinity from himfclf, yrt 

} Uficd up the li|cb[ of bit eouutuinnce 

■'foots of fufi'ei ing faints. *' Fear not tbeie- 

)Ce thai can kiil tbe body, and alter lh»t, tiave 

e thai rbty can do : but fesrhim onty, who 

I deOroy boih tiody ati^I foul m ttdL" 

1: godly in Chiift jefu*, tbougb pm 
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11 wilt not }■' 
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men, that live j;'- 


Hur, 

r.,'i..,l.-( 
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muft cxpe£l to tatkr ihe (cTCrell perrecuTion. 
un will eadcaveur to btuirc our heeU, let vfao « 
cfcape : And it hat been ihe genera! way ci i 
providence, in times of perrccution to prrmic | 
ihepherii firft to be fmittcn, befote the fbccptf 
fcattcrcd. Let us not therefore Qiew that vaf^ 
only hirelings, wbo care not for the Ihetp ; 
the gttM Shepherd and Bifnop of fouls, let us t 
]»* <loi»B our Jivts for the fteep. Whllft o " 
fcoaJlinic of their gr^at preferments, kl ub tu^ 
gloty m «ur great iiffliilionB and perfecutione fof iT 
ialra of Chrill. St Paul t:ow rejoices that he fuff 
eA ifUlfXiont and perfecutions at Icouium and Lyfti 
Our of all llie Lord delivered him; out of itU fl 
i<.>rd «il) deliver us. and caiife n;. hereafter to | 
»iti«-n W'lli him on th'Otics, whei) he cooies l« jtH 
th- (-^'.c .i.W^oi Jfia"! 

! u'tdii jMCceed -, but I am (-^nfdouft in ihiif-^ 
fit r-r,- .''^'>c\i'f , i oughi mor pi'ticularly loTpB 
> tttdi Sitan la, dcfired to biK a 
■ .■:f B' ivheat, \ know I oji.B ( 
I M fuftrr grot tlurjjJS f« CIh 
. , .1.. .v'iihout a fpirit of prcphecy, 
'li.'.ly iiifttiii ilie fij,— s ol the times. 
c\rn a' the doors r 'Hie tabernacle of ihc t 
',■ '; i!'Iv.-ii iiMo (!i<- wildenicfei iltc 

1^ unballnwcd handc o/ Dndi(| 
y h4i'c lonR ftnce pm 
End hi^h )ui«(\B h«vc beet 
■'= '-^ ■MTt thcit auihucit 
Men in power k 
.:•: : Wc reay cafity y 
■ . Tien: :in(I riaMght 


^tijicf ju\\\</, 2t an evil-doer, but only for ri^tco<ir> 

'.els' lake. Oh ! Pray ihit I miy not denjr qty Lord 

n any wife, but th*t I may joyfnlly follov hnm, 

uih to prifon aad to aca'h, if he U plvftttd to call 

^■e o fcal Ills trutlis Willi my hlood. li^ noi afbamed 

<i Chrili, or of his gufpcl, ihouj^ti I fhonkl tKCoiU* 

:. pnfoner of (be Loid. I'h^u^h I am bsuoJ, th« 

won) oi God vill not be bounil : No j an OiMOi aa 

■ '.■■i~\t'_,\ iicor is opened for tfic preachir^ ibe C«n^ 

:d'.-I, antl men or devils (hail never bcwle 

i^aiiitt it. Only pray, wheiher it be in 

':.\\h, Chriil (nay btf glorified in me : Then 

I .1t"L r; jnice, ye.! and wiil rejoice. 

Atiri now to vfhoro fiiall I addref* myfelf tww ? 

f-ifi'::-, lo thcf?» *' who perfrcuTC their neigh- 

'• TV - fnr living godly in Chrift Jdiis " But, ' 

I. 1 r.iy to you } Uovt and weep for tho 

,ji (liall come upon you : for a little witilc 

?<:tn, iiB you to rid over ihe hnds of bis 

1 L.'. by and by, death will urr^fl joo, judgC' 

rnd you, and Jefus Chrilt fliall pst»c|ucr- 

1, which will llrilie yon dumb: " Vfty 

.'. yp mcr" Yuii may picad your hws »)d 

■ ■(IS, and prettnd what you tlots out of zeal 

Lut God fli^il difcovcr the cnrfed hypocri- 

;>rntiiie enmity of your hratis, snd give 

r > the tormentors It ii xrell, if in this 

ofs not fci fonie 'naik upon you. He ' 

J raute of N^tboih, wlwn innocently CtRT- 

■ '/'mine God wiii the Kini; j sni 

li his armiea, and deflroyed the 

' -il the prophets, m.d (Inncd 

■,ir,rrt them li" voi: h.AY- ii ni-pd 

...,n.,- . ■ ■-. RO 

- rd? 

r.. ..-,,. , ..liflg 

■ iQia (■iJi:'::icnt wayt ■■"i')!:: ycv.- ■■'■.■ p'.nec-lCj 


4 

< 


9Z Perjecution every Setm. XH. 

'{ball be vet part your jadges, and fit on the right- 
hand of the Majefty on High, vhiift you are dragged 
by infernal fpirits, into a lake that bumeth with fire 
and brimftone, and the fmoke of your torment fiiall 
be afcending up for ever and even Lay doiro there-< 
forei ye rebel8| your arms againft the Mod High 
God^ and no longer perfecute thofe who live godljr 
in Chrift Jefus. The Lord will plead, the Lord will 
avenge their xaufe You may be permitte4 to btaife 
their heels, yet in the end' they (hall bruife joor aC' 
cupfed heads. I fpeak' not thi8» as though I were 
afraid of you ; for I know in whom I have believed : 
Only out of pure love I warn you, and becaufe I 
know not but Jefus Chrift may make fome of yea 
veflels of mercy, and (natch you, even you perfeca- 
tors, as fire*brands out of the fire. Jefus Chrift 
came into the world to fave finnersi even perfecn- 
tors, the worft of finners: his righteouCnefr^ ia£- 
cient for them ; his %irit is able to purify and cfaange 
their hearts. He once converted Saui : may the 
fame God magnify his power, in coavertiitg all thofe 
who are cauOng the godly in Chrift Jeiue, as much 
as in them lies, to fuffcr perfecution ! The Lord. be 
with you all. Amen. 




SJBRMON IF. 


RAHAM'i OFFERING UP HIS SON ISAAC. 


GsNcsis xsii. \i. 


L iM.fiuJ, Lay net thiae b&id fptti tlv iad^ nra 
p mny thiitg tinto hint ,- Jar mvi I tn^nu /ifcrf 
}tfMrtft C«d, feeing jheu hafi rx xviilheld thy 
j; tfciir only/ttnfram me. 

niUE ifrfat AnolUc Piul, in one of his CpHlIeti 

I tiiir learning, lial lue t':icu^li p:f 

t i.f il)c hhh fLripiuT-^ .■,.-",-.■.'( *ot".- 


U^liul arc pmc bciore ns to inhciii Mk. i 
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94 Ahraham'i tffthng up Sntn> 1 

' *' promifes " A Tufficicnt coDfuiationi I i])ttitvtl 
I rlieir enor, who lighlly eftccm the Old Trftan " 
Lfair)tS,'JU(l woulii nut bare iticm mentl ncd to Cbl 
I ilam. s« peifonG whole faith and pjti 
n3cd upon ntdre immediately xq follow. If f 
truct the apoflic would never have produce^ 
cloud of wjtntffce out of the Old reltaniem, t 

heCbrttUanjof ibcfirlt, andconfequenilyii 

mi the church, to continue fledfafl and unnMin 

1 the profcHion of their fuith. Amiclfl chiscatoloj^ 

{ r>tmt*i methinkB, the patriarch Abrahnai fltini 

'lh« brighcell, and difT^ra from ibeoth;r3| aso: 

^iFereib froin another Il^t in glory 1 f oi be C 

with focb dtftioKuiflicd Itiftre, thai b« wsscaJled't 

^iemiof GU, tYie f other cf ths foHhfiil 1 wnA fbl 

■who bsliere on ChriS, are fii'l to be fonn and da^j 

xen of, and to be bkflVd with faithful 

Mwif trists <>f his faith did God fend tSi^ gt£Uj 

-.---■' — '-, -■'■■: he had commanilcd him B " 

•,, and from his l;i:iiir 

. : ihew hi^n ; bu [h« lalt waK.4 

1 T-ii-an, ih;ti i>t i.&eri.igupl 

fi.'U "Cah, by iheHivJaeairilt.tnce, I pi"poA 

rbe fobjcft oiy»uf prefent tiiei!lraiicn. anq 

ot'tc.-iiuf.Pn, to draw fom- nr.'t>irnt Inftn 

Go.; OwIUnablemf, frcr. > > t\^ 

The fiCtei! penman i 
'.-:ie t , ^ni i/ ,'irme le f.-7 

:::! r-mt JiTu:r.m. .'l : 


a 


Iii( S*ii tfaac, <;j 

\ krcio till up. " Be not high tnindei], but fear." 

pi liQ trialii ill all prolKtbililf , wilt be the crcaiell : 

I wc nn nc*<;f fay oar warfare is accompliHi? d, or 

^ IrUis Gnidiedi till we bow dowa cur heads, txA 

up llie ghort. " And it came to [fcfa, after th«fe 

hiugs, thil God did tempt Abfjhim." 

^ Cod did tempi Abraham." Bui can tbe fcrip- 

lODiradift itrdf? Doc» not the apolU« James 

' *etl u>, th«t God tempts no man ; and (jo<4doe* tempt 

UD man to evil, or on purpose to drjiw him into Hn ; 

f iir, when a man is thus tempted, he U drawn sway 

cf bit o«n heart's lull, and cncked. But jnanii'her 

'.cv\' . God may be fiid to tempt, 1 meui, to try his 

iV: ' ■[ :--■. nnd in tbis fenfe we are to iinJcrlttind (bit 

p.ii';;r- olMittiiew, where we are told, ibat " Jeftu 

" *'i" I'd op by (he Spirit ^the good Spirit) ia;o the 

" wil.icrncls, lobe tcntpted of tlic deril " And oic 

IvJ.'u ic iha* (iCfllcnt iorai ol (rayet nhiiji he h.«; 

Jve u9, does not reciuitc iatDpn]r 

LiRoiutcly be led into tratpcaiiod. 

■1 the c¥il of it; wbcace wr mil)' 

.. :.t God lees it fit Ibmttimet to lead as 

MioPt that is, to brinp ci Into (ucli circain- 

rilltryotir faith, aiui 01 her Chrifliangmcfi. 

'r are to undciUand the nptciljon be- 

J did tempt or try Abraham-" 

kxl was pinfed to icrnl his will :it (liiii 

• faithful fcrrani, whether by the ^becbi- 

....,-v-r?, or by a fmall (liU \<.t. 

V a wbifper, liVe ih.: 

' ^ cotiimandcd bini !■-' i ■■ . 


( 


L *.-■»... v.> .-.i.Uai;- _ 

flHwy To fptik) is itictc iKtwecn God nnd j 


,6 


jSbrahai. 


ff tug vp 


tbofe holy rouU that are united to btm by fmih^ 
ChriClJcriis! Goil fays, AbMbam; sihI AhnU 
b\A (it fliould fcsm wiihout ih-- kaft furprlfc) ' 
*' boWi heic I am." Being reconciled lo " 
^^_ de»ih and ob*<ji?nce of Clirift, which he r 
^^^ and (iV by faith afar ofTt he did not, 
^^H WdAm, feck the irers of the garden lo hi 
^^H from, but takes plc^jfiire iti converOng with € 
^fEtalketb with him, as a man talkeih with hial 
^F O tqxt Cbiifilcfs liimets knew what it is to hsni| 
^Li lowQiip with the Father and the Son ! 
^^K^envy lh« happinefs of faints, and count it all j6^ 
^^Vbe termed enthuijafis and fools for Chritl's f>ke. > 
^^H 3ut whu does Cod fay unto Ahrahain ; Vbci^ 
^^■*' Talcenow thy ion, thine on'y fon Ifaac, whoiatT 
K " loveft, and get thee into the land of Aloriahi 1 

" olffr htm there for a burntocfFering upon one it^ 
'• mouiiTaiiie which 1 tliall lell thee of." 

Every word uefirves our particular ohfetM 
VThwcter he was to Aa, he miill do it now, 
(i!3iely, withocccort'eniiii; witli flelh and b 
wh»t muft he do? Tijfe «a«' t/nfia. Had < 
t-jk? iijw a fiilHing, or ehoiccft lamb or b 
J?. .1:, jnl oHcr it up (or a bunu-oiFctinji^ 
Jit hi-!-:: .iT:pcs.-cd fo ghaft'v i boF for (." 
•' l\ke nuvT \ht fon, anJ cff.r him up f 
" cli.-iinf," mic would h»ve imnginciii 
tn ihcKcr ih? hrL'ngfft f^lih. But this is r 

mutt' run Otlljf li.- a I'JH, \'-u' l/ji:,, 

•urhMH thsa In''.'- 
bcslli tbn inuii 

thr fon nf ih- 


ii,ii i..iiL, th: Isii ui h^ tavc, muH Lc 


hit San lfm\ 
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'.ni tiDW wiiboul delay, and be ofTcreil up bf his own 

I : ' . a bumt-ofFeno^, upon one of the mooit- 

'f which God would idi btm. 

i:, jht the Apoftle, fpeakiog of tlus man of 

, ,.i, uy, I'lat againj hope he klirt'id h bofie, anA, 

"■'•S J^f^£ '" faith, gave glery to God : For, had be 

: .: bcca bl^lTed with faith which man never befoK 

' ii, he mult have rcfufed to complf with thU fcvera 

,11 For how many argumcntfl might oiiuK 

-I prove that fuch a command could never 

.. <Jod, ortoexcufehimretf from obeying it? 

'might the good man have fsid) butcher 

■' ' it is contrary to tbc very law of niture: 

vi^re Co butcher my dear fon IfaaCi in whofe 

■ ' . ut himfelf has affured mc, that all the fa- 

" ttiiliei uf the earth fliall bcbJefled. But fuppofing 

' 1 could give up tny own atTedtiotiB, and be will- 

■ mg to part with him, though 1 love him fodeir- 

. if I murder him, what will become of 

: umife? Bclides 1 am now like a city builc 

Mil i I fliine as alight itt the world, in (be 

i a crooked and pctverfe generation : How 

" ibpi (hatl I caufe Cod's name to ba bUfphcinedf 

' ha^Oalllbecomeabye-wordamDiigthcHeatbeOi 

' i{ thcT hear that 1 have committed a crime whkb 

' \\iej jMiurl But, above all, wh^t vill Sarah my 

■']ic Qy > Uow can I ever rclurn to bri aK^iot 

' ^!E'f 1 h:ivc imbrued my hands in my dear child'u 

■ I lu- ' - O that God woulJ pardon mz \a tht« 

: lake my life in the place of niy toii'st" 

.-, Abiitbim migbt have argued, and thai 

/1v wl!li fT^a: :i.'afon, agatufi: ronifl^nf; 

■■■..■ i ' f.-iih 

/i.vb. 

■,.ho 

1^ cuHviucca tiiu tbcidiucOi/d f{ibV? lo, 
G 


y» Mrahanfi firing up 

zni cornmanded him to oflet up thai (on, and i 
ing ihtt G id was able to railc him from tbe] 
wL'bout delay he obeys the heavenly call F 

O ;hat uubchCTcrs womd learn of faithful k 
fatn. and believe whatever is revealed from | 
though they cannot fully comprehend it ! Alfl 
luir^ G»d ca<nniaii(led him to otter up his foni 
therefo'c bL-iieved, DOt with Handing cataal rcaM 
mijltai fuggcft maiiy objections We have fufl 
tcHt'Uorty. tnai Ggd has fpoken to us by hisa 
whr ih.> 1 d we not alfu believe, (hough moiy ■ 

in the New TeJla-nent arc above our reafon ? 1 

Wh:re reafo:i ends, faith begins. And, howe»« 
infi'lelt ni3 ilylc themfelves reafoners, of all WW 
they ire ih- ;iioft unreafuuable % For, is it roi conir»ry 
to all reafoii, to mcafure an infinite by a finite"'' 
derilantfing, or ihtok to find out the inyttsiit^ ' 
godinefs to perfe^ion i 

But to rctur.i to the Patriarch Abraliam : Wfljj 
fcnrc i before wh^i ptaufible objc^ions he inigbt 
made, bii; he aafwered not a iiugle ward : NOi 4 
out replying againCt his Maker, nrc arc to1<), *il . 
thit *' AlKahtni rofc up early in the moniiiii!' ■*" 
** faddlfd his aft. and took two of his y(juiig mc" 
" with him, and Ifwc his fon, and cUvt &.v- voei 
** for th.' I»urnt,:iff^ing. and toft: up ani! v^tut W^' 
" the p;ai:e of w'licli God- had told ht.ii ' 

Vf\n ihiB verfc we may gather, rh.tt G>c, '\>^^:^ 
AbrahACD ia a drc-im, or vifion of toe nighi 
i% faid, he rofi op c^rfy Pcihaps t 




ioank 1 


light, jult hrf.>t 


4af, whiii o«d faid, Tait now thy /an^ 
[jdurif'^s up eariy to datoi aa I dov( 
ufed to rife early to 'ifTer up h« nomq 
praifc and ihmkfgiving. It it oiteti r^td 


1 refbtniei 
niHning^ and pnTucoJurtf O! 


pic in thd UU ) 


r U,d I 


tbii he lofc a Kt"[ while bcfot: dyr t op 


i:rm.!V, Ins fin IfiH^^ 5^^ 

tnoraiog befriend) Herotion ; and if people Moiiot 
life fo much fdf-deniat as to rife early to prar, I 
..now not how they will be able to die at a Hake (if 
ilicdtoit) forJffusChrift. 

The humility, as well as piety of the Fairiarcb, is 
-'il'-nrahle ; He faddled hie own aft (great tnen ihoiild 
'-"! humblrli and to (hew his finccrity, though he 
■lok two of his young mrn with him, and-irajcbi* 
in, y« he keeps his detign aa a fccrcc from them 
Hi NaT,- he does not to much ai icU Sarah his wife: 
f'lT he iinew not hoc (he mi^ht be a I'lisre onto him 
inthii iWaki; and, a; Rrihekah afwrwatdj, on ano- 
tticr ciccafion, advifed Jacob to dec, to Sarah a^fo 
might pcrfuade Ifaac to hide himfelf i or ihe young 
"itn, had they known of it, might hare fotccil him 
^'iy, as in attcr-af^s the foldiers lefcued Jonathan 
'tic of the bands of Saul. But Abraham Ibugh: no 
. j':h evjlion, and therefore, like an IfraeUte tndeed« 
I rnere was no guile, be btmrdf rdbluiely 
- wood for the burnt-offering, rofe up and 
....vi the place of which God had to[] W.nx." 
■■ ' .nc ircJiid verfcj God commanded hii.^ to uil'fr ui> 
'isfonupononeof the mounuins which h« would teH 
' imof. tie commanded him loolTer hid toa up, bu: 
•nald not ihen dircftly tell him the pl.>ce where ; 
'■.! keep him dependent and watching nr, > 
. ^r tliMu'a nochioj; like being kept m. 'i 
. , : i auJ, if wc do, affaredly God will ; -v 
imicil unto at yet further in hi« own i" 
[''■Sire what we know, follow Provi J . 
iKtin, f<K already: 9>nd wh»t we ki\ 
—•'■- iM jet, let iitonlybc ffiund ii . 

I tllQ Lttrd will ivvtaJ cTca lti4t UMo ■.;. 
Jhlcw B« diiefllv where he wrt tO #)Rr (i;i 
^t be rtfrra up and fets forward, anil heboid 
il ftiewi Iilin ; aod he went to the place of 
dhsdloWhim. Let-us so jnddoljkcwife. 
C 1L_ . . 


jlbraham's efffring Tip 




Ver. 4- •' Then on the third day, Atxaham J 
** np his ejes, and faw itie ptace afar off." 

So that the place, of which God had tcld hiffl> i 
so Id* than three days journey diftant from the pin 
where God (irlt appea;ed to him, and commoni' 
fcim to taki; his fon. Was not this to try hi« faiili, i 
» 1« him fee that what he did, was not merely ixii 
a fudden pang of devotion, but a matter of choice Hi 
deltberaiton i But who can tell what the aged Pu 
arch felt during ihefe three days? Sirotig ai ben 
in faith, I am perfuaded hie bowels often yetct 
ever his dear fon Ifaac. Methinks I fee the goodcj 
man walking wiih his dear chud in his bandi 
BOW and thai looking upon him. lortng him, < 
then turning afide to weep. And perhaps, lo§ 
dm« he Itays a licile behind to pour out his hcanfa 
fore God ; for he had no mortal to tell his I 
Then, methinks, I fee him join liis fan und ij 
again, and talking to them of the thin);s p " 
io the kingdom of God, as they walked b_ 
At icnj^ih, on the third day, he Hft ap hgi 
(aw the place afarvfT. And, to (hew' 
yet Giicerely refoJTed lo do whatfocver t 
i^uircd of him, be even now will nfii difcoi 
*pi to his fiirvant*, but faid, wej, j. lo I 
men (as we IhouldTay lo our worldly ihouj 
about to tread thr coom of the Lord's bott 
•' you hcr^- w'lh the afs ; and I an^ the 1 

•• up vf.--' -; r-.-rLi- --,. ,,-- 

Tl.iii'- 
:tod, r 

was goi-ig abi.ui- And by Abrahiin's fjyiBj[»J 

he and the lait would com« agaia. I am apt to tM 

he bcltered God wouM raift him from the dcnd, 1 

I fo be he pemiitcd him to oifi^ his chiM Lip larl 


hhftnlfaae. lo» 

l-uTBt -ofTcriDg. However that be, he is yet refoWed 
'0 obef God to the uctermoft } snd iherefore, 

Vcr. 6. " Abraham look the vood of the bunit- 
" aiTering, and liid it upon IHiac his fon-, and he 
" !ook the fire in his band, and a knife, and tlicy 
" went both of them together." Little did Ukic 
rtjink that he was to be offered od that verjr wood 
which he was carrying upon his (houlden; aiidiher&> 
(ore, Tcr- 7. Ifaac innocently, and with a holy free- 
<i«m (for good tn?n fhould not keep their children at 
-00 {Treat a dilt3nce)fpakc unto Abraham his fithcr, 
and Qtid. My father; an<l he (with equal aftrctioil 
and holy condefceniion] faid, Here am I, my fon. 
And to OieTr how careful Abraham had been (u aft 
ChrilUan pirents^ ought to be) to inltru£t h>« ICaac 
hon to fjcrificc to God, like a youth trained up ia 
th: ivay wherein he Biould go; luac faid, Behold [he 
Sfe *t\ii tiiF wood \ hut where is the lamb for a bumt- 
pffmng? How beautiful is early piety? How airi- 
abkf U Ikcar young people atk qucflious about facH- 
(idlfm God iaan acceptable way! Kaac knew very 
iwU db-a lamb was wanting, and that a lamb wu 
lUCt&ry for a proper facrilice : Heboid the fire tind 

tUo4; but where is the Umb for a bamt-ofTcr* 
Young men and maidens, learn of hiai. 
ihcno, it is plain, Ifaac knew nothing of hia 
hikvc'i i^^iii^ii: U-jt [ believe, by what hiffubcrfaid 
iltttirwcr to W'-- ']u:[lioii, that now W33 the time 
/(iiiiVini r'vcil-rl .t unto hi ta. 

■'siiam fatd, roy fon, Cod will 

i>nibfocahuri)C-offering'" Sc^nrc 

by (aith faw :hr' Lord Jefos afar 

. prophetically of '.hat Lunhof 

1 cecree, uri htreiiter to be ac- 

r finiierB This was a hmbef 

.i.o=d(we dared tiot hire though; 

:f.' bis own juQicet A<><l torrn^erhLm ].-. 
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Ahfi^sttfr^^hg up 

in jaftifying tfre ungodly. What is all our fire it . 
wooH, the beR prepBiatioa and peifonnances wc etc 
make or prcfenc, unicfs God had provtrfcd htmtelf 
Ihis Lamb for a burnt offering? He could not »wjj 
wiih them. The-wordj will wril bear tliis interpRr 
iniioti. But, wKilff AbrabtiB might iirtcn<I, Ig "" 
not bet think he hetc made an tpplication, and! 
(]u»intc<l bis fan ol God'e dealing with his foul; f 
at ]engi!i, with trars in his c;«s, and the aimofttf 
feflion in his he^n, ctied our, '* Thou atl to be tilt 
" latnbf mjr fon i God has commanded me to pro- 
*' Tidcihccforaburr.toS'ering, and to offer thecM"^ 
" llic mountain which wp are now afccnding." 
as it appears from a fubfequcnt vcrfe, IfaaCt 
ctd llaf !c was the divine will, mine n9 rcfiflu 
all: for it is faid, " ihey went both of ih«inj| 
** ibcr :" and again, verfe 9. when we arc tow 
Abraham bound Ifaac, we do not Itear of Ms4 
jiloining, ff rndeatouring toefcspci which ite| 
hnteilone, fesint; (as fonie think) neai thirty f 
3^e, and it is p.u:n, capable enough for carryipgH 
enough for a l-Lifn [-offering. But hcjwaB ptflig 
tiic like prccioas faith with his aged father, andJ 
fore i» as wiiliDg to be cffercd, as Abraham ill 
4*cr him : and lo they went bjih of them ['>geth< 
' Verfe 6- At length " they came to the j' 
'* wliich God bad told Abraham. He b 
•' ihne, and laid ihs wood in order, 3n4't 
'* lua ff>n> :ind laid him on the alttf 1 
*' -wood." 

Add heit let ul paufe a wtiTIr, anJ by faM 
n view of the place Where the father hu laiil4 
1 idoubt oof But the bIfSVd augcls hovered lOun 
altar and fang, " Gloiy be to Cod in the hvf 
for giving fucb (atih to man- Come, a<i \- it 
licirtd paretiti, who tno-nt wb» it is id ii^kl 
« dyiitg cdTId; Faocy that yoa fa* the aUarcr'^ 
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e you^ aod the wood laid la order) and the be* 
i Uaac bound upon U ; Faocjr that you liiw ifae 
I parent Handing by weeping. (For, why may 
■ot ftippofc thdt Abraham wept, fince Jefua Um- 
Inept at the )>rave of Lvzurus ^ what piofiti 
feiriug exprf flions paflerf now alternately between 
aibcr and ihe fon ! Jofcphus recoidis a pallietic 
1 made by each) wheiher genuine 1 know not: 
Lmcthinks I fee the Ccart triiikle down the p;icri> 
^Abraham's checks; and, out of the abundaocc 
: heart, be cries. Adieu, adiru, my fon i the 

d %v»z thee to nie- and tli^^ Lor<' calls the awiiyi 

lUclTed be the name of ihe Lord : adieu, my [fuac) 
my only Ton, whom I love as my own foul ; adicui 
i^<m. I fee Ifaac at the fame time laeekty rerigiuog 
V-mf" 'yto his heavenly Faiher's hands, and [uay* 
.-■oil High to flrengthen hiteanhly parent 
> r Hroke, But why do I aticmp: to de- 
Ictlb^fliflt ciihcrfonor father kit ? It isimpoflibic: 
;d form fome faint idea of, but Qiali ne- 
iprehend it, tilt we come and fit down 
the kingdom of heaven, and hearth eni 
!£&£ Rory ovrr again. — Hailen, O Lord^ 
el O let thy kingdom come \ 
cr 10- The fetal blow is going to be 
i Abraham llntcbed forth hii handr 
! knife to Day his foo." Bm do yos 
\ intended to turn away bis head, ttben 
ffi Nay, why may we nol fuppofe he 
tew his hand in, after it wat ftretehed 
» lake another lad fatcwel of hia bcioved 
Icriicus to defer it a littt«, thou^^h lefo'vtd 
■"ehotne? Be that as ii wii;. :.;■ ani Ii 
I out, the knife 1* in bia \\ ■: • 
it to bis dcnr fon's throat 
> hcivciii 1 and rejoice, O ' 
" d's opportunity : for bcliu 
G 4 
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t1l« knife, in all |>ro1»bnitft wan near I 

It. <* the angel of i*ic Lord, (or ntber^ 
" Lord of uigeh, jtfiis Cbrift, the angel of r 
•' »eri»ftmg covenant) called unto him, (pro" 
" ■ »«ry audible mannei) from heaveOf ■ 
" Abrahsm, Abraham. (The word is doublj 
" eogagc his airmiion ; and perhaps Ihc fiu! 
** of the call made him draw back hta hand, j 
*■ he wzt going to Itfike hia fun} AndAbrabac 
" Here am I." 

And be {aid, Yerfeii- *' Lay not thine hana 
*' the )ad, neitWr do thouan^ thing unto hui 
•' now know I that thou feareft God, fecing4 
*' hafi not withheld thy fon, chine onljr foal 
" mc" ^ 

Here then it was that Abraham receiTed bm 
Ifanc from the dead in a figure He was iiipj 
dffeted upon the aliar, and God looked o 
ofTcf.'I and given unto him. Now it was that J 
liiiTiV laithj being tried) was found mote ptfl 
than Qild purified fevun times in ih« dre. N| 
^rc^^iriri of grace, though not of debt, forlht*^ 
' act or f bedtence, by an oath, God give: and COH 
the promife, " that in hie feed aU the natioMj 
*' earth (hould be bleffed," vcifc 17, 18. WitT 
cotr.r^n may we fuppofc the good old i 
fon n'nt do*it Irom the mount, iod^re 
the young me" ! With what joy we ti 
home, 3od related all thai had palTct! id 
abcv^ all, with what triampb is he < 
tbr paiAdiCe of God, and adoring richr mI 
linguiOitng,* cle£liug, everlafting icve, «liic' 
made fai^n » dilF/r from the ;cfl ot mat>kijiil. ni 
dered him wonhy tf thar litlf which he wiU h 
fong aa thf Cur and mocn endutc: " fb^ 
" ihe faiiltful !" 

iiut let us now draw our eyet from t 


Ido what Abraliam, if he vn prcfent, would di' 
, I mcMi, fix ihem on the Creator, God tilef- 
Ibr evermore. 

I fee youi hearts 7tSt0.tA, I lee yout eyes weep* 
i ndeeil, who can refrain weeping at the relation 
■"wh a flory ?) But, behold, I fiiew you a mylte- 
M under the facriCice of Abrahani's only fon, 
Bch, tiniffE your htaiis aie liaidened, niuftcauCe 
I to weep tears of love, and that pteniifutly too. 
t would willingly hope you even prevent ms berci 
and are ready to fay, " it is the love olGod) in giv- 
ing JcfuB Clirift to die for our Tini Yes, that is 
And yet perhaps you find your hearts at ths 
itioBing of thiB, not fo much afFeitc'l. Lst this con- 
ic you, [hat we are f:illen cicaturen, and that we 
Ht Jove God or ChiiA as we ought to do: for, if 
I admire Abraham oiFaing up his llaac, how much 
IT tniht |oa to eJitoI, niagatfy, and adore the 
Ifcof God, «ho fo loved thi^ nroild, as to give his 
"r begotten Son, Chrifl Jtfus ntir Lord, " ihjii 
jwfocver beJteved on him rhouid'notpciidi, bat 
.Ik evdafting life?" May we not well ciy oot, 
Jiinow we, O I.o:d, that ihou haA loved u$, fine 
B.tiaAsot withhe-d thy bon, i>iine oti'y Son from 
\ Abraham was God's creatuit (^nd God was 
1 ffiend) and the/pfore u:>de' ib« hi^beft 
pfurreader up Va Ifa^c. But, O llupen* 
iWhiUi we were h'u, eaemiet. GaS Tent 
I, nude of a woman, mdde uti'er the 
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Abraham' t tfftring vp 
aUar Bpon tlie wood ; think how your beaTCnlf 
iher bouDil Jefus Chrid hie cnly Son. tnd offi 
tiim u^ion the altar of his juflice, and liid npoa li 
the intqutiiet of us all. When you read wf Al 
hioi's (Irelching forth hie hand to flay his foo, tlii4 
O think, how God a£tually fuffered his Son t 
flatn, that ne might live for evermore. Oo ^ 
lead cf IfaHC carrying the wood upon his (boi 
Upon which h; was to be offered ? Let this Ind j 
MiMint Calvnrf, (this very mount of Mortah i 
Ifaac was ofTered, aa fonie think) and take a tic 
the antitype Jefus Chtift, that Son of Godfl 
and ready lo Gnk usder the weight of that croft 1 
which he was to hang far us. Uo you adrniie 1" 
fo freely confenting to die, ihovgh a creatuic, J| 
thncfare obliged to go n hen God called ? Qifl 
forget to admire in&uireiy more the dear L 
tibat prcmifed feed who willingly fiid, " La 
though under no obli);atioii fo to do, '* I 
" willt" to obey and die for men, O God J 
vecpjaft now, when I hid you fancy thsS 
the altar, »nd the wood laid in order, an" 
bound to the allar? Look op by faith, 
btefTcd Jefus, our all glorious Imnanud, i> 
but nailed on an accurfcd tree : fee how he fad 
crowned with thams, and had in denGoo of all d 
arc round about bim : fee bow the ihoniE picfceb 
•AoA boc the blood in purple lireams ttickJc* i 
bie f»crt-d temples I Ha:k how the God 4: 
gruaiii ■ Sec how be bows bis *iead, and at ll 
(niiiity gives up the gholl ! Jfaac in ( '»cd, h 
thr God of ff»^c. >lies ; a. ram is titirrrd up iii Xiti 
room, but JcfuH has no fubftilutei J,-fiismaft li 
JifuB ^ uft Vie : God ihe Father pr6vid(d t* ' ~ 
(or hin.leU (ram al! cf-roity Hr mall I 
tn ijrn ■. or nian rtiurt be damned for c 

now yv^frr. arc :i:i rmir r»-^r. ' 


roieefroin 'mtt^n^ ? No, rather let mc abort 
« tool: \a U,n whom yon have pierced, and 
III u a woman niourncth for her firft-bnre : tor 
ftave beeii th.- benaycis, wr havt; }>ccn (he mur- 
rs at ihig Lord oi glory ; and Ihall wc noi bewul 
e fine, which bioughc the bleffcd jcfue lo ihc ac- 
I tree \ Having (o much done, fo much fufl'er- 
br us, fo muLh forgiven, ihall we not love mncfa i 
(let ui love him with ill uur bc&tts, arrl mindsi 
mgth, and glorify him in onr fouls and bodiei ; 
7 arc bis- Which leads me to a fecoutl tnfe- 
1 Qta'l draw from ibo foregoing difcotufe. 
Trom hence we may learn the nature of true jufti- 
" Tying faith. Whocner undi [Hands and prrachr* the 
limb u it is in Jtfu! , muft acknpw'.cdge, that fa)»'ion 
\v Goil'» iiee gilt, and that we arc fived, net by any 
■ '-I works of ii({liteoufnefs which wc base done 
no I WC can neiihsr wholly rtT in p«rt 
i»H,M I uifcWes in the fieht of God. The Lord'je* 
Buoatti^bteoufiicfs-, and if we arc accepted 
TKt niuft be only in and ihrL'ugh the pcrw 
\aa.h\Ai, the a£livc End puffiveob«tlicn« 
fcrtft his bclored Son. Thiii fighteouC- 
lee imputed, or counted over to ue| and 
'aiih to our hcai:s, or eife wc can in no- 
il in God's figbt and ih«t very moment 
■^ed to :ay bold on Chriffa righteouf- 
" , he _i6 freely juitified irom aii his ftn4, 
Ver enter into condemnation, cotwitb- 
fcwas ^ fire biarwl ff hell before. 'Ihue it 
..rahsAt was jiiflifted bciore lie did miJf 
\ be WM enabled' to believe 'do the Lord 
to him foi nj;hiecu&Kli»i 
6 B(r8 iTvadeoKff :o him, 
this is gofpd) ihia ifr 
■, ■ ICO wfTh Cod : go4l 
„ ,.ji onr jtllificaticn i.n iiie 


■ring up 

fi);hl We are juHified by Faiili alouc, as faitltl 
article of our chuicfi ; agrci^blc to which ^ 
PauI r*yj, '* By i;racc ye arc it,vtA, itu " 
*' aud ihat not of yontfelvefl ; it is the f^ 
Noiviihlianding good worts have their p 
they juftify our fsith, though not o 
follow it, and evidence our junification in 1 
of men Hence it is that ihe ^oftte James s 
was not Abraham jufVified by vorks (alludntfl 
daubc ta tl:e ftory on which we have been difcourlT 
that is, did he nut prove he was tn a juHi&ett H 
becaufe his faiih waa prodnAive of good wo 
'Ibis declarative juftification in the light of me 
what i: direiilv to ba underftood in (he wordi « 
text : •* Now know I," f jys God, " that thou (a 
" nic, (ince thou haft noi withheld thy fofl 
" only fori from me " Not but that ( 
before ; hut this !« fpoken in eonrfcfcenl 
icfak cspaciiies, and plainly ihews^ that 6 
op bia fon was ticcepted with God, at aq 
rt the fmcerityof big faith, and for this, « 
(Rcord to fature ages. Hence then you \ 
whether you areblcffed with, and are fonjil 
ters ef faithful Abraham. You fay you b 
talk of ftec grace, and free juftifi 
well i the dtvits alfo believe and tr 
the faith which yon pretend to inJluencfd T| 
renewed your fouls, and, like AhrAham'n 
Icre i Are your afTEftioitB, like hiu, fct ■ 
bove? Are yf>ii heavenly-minded, and 1 
you eonfefs yourfdvefl ftrangvrs and ptlRpn 
earth. In fhort, has your faith cnahlr.t you lo < 
cQQte the world, and llrengthened vnc 
vourlTaacs, your laughter, your niolf t 
ftienift, pleafuru, ami prnGts for God? 11 
cor.ifort of it; fox julily may ynu fiy, 
" afTuredly, that we' do fear and lurr Goi 


iu^ //atte. lop 

pe loKil of him." Bat if you are onlf talking 
ITcrfi have only a &iih cf the head, and never 
Rhe power of it in yout hearts, however you may 
■er ^urfelve^ up, and fay, " we have Abraham 
pt our father, or ChriK is our Saviour «" util^ 
a faith of the hcjrt, a faith working by loVe, 
1 never (it wiih Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, of 
a CbtlQ iu the kingdom of heaven, 
jut I muR draw one moie iaference, and with 
1 1 (ball conclude. 

n, O faints 1 from what has been faid, to fit 

B to all your worldly comforts ; and Rand ready 

• rirepired to part with every ihlng, when God (hall ra- 

j^iirc it at your hand. Some of you pcrbapi 

M*y haTc friends, who are to you as your own fouii, 

! ■■'.:'■: may have children, in whofc lives your 

■ ire bound up : a^l I believe have tlidr Ifaacsi 

ii:iilir deli|;ht5 of fome kind or o\bcr. La> 

. .:ir, l^i C'anH'B fake, labour, ye lona and dAUoKtcrs 

ut Abraham, to refign ihtm, daily in aSit^on tu 

C<Ml|itliai, when he fball require yon really lo t'ceri' 

^tlMOt, you may not cuntcr wit>> Qttti and blood, 

iiny time than the blcflcd p^itnarch tiow be Tore ua. 

Aaitf^for you that have been in a:i] mcafure tried 

'ike wm him, let hit exunple encoui.i^c aod com- 

.,.,. _^.^ ii-^-rr-bFr, j^braham yfnr f»lliet waa 

ihink, O think, oi the happincts 

now he i£ ibc.ll'antly>t)itnkir>);God 

. -yitig him when here bc!ow. Look 

"P tfitn hy I'l'--- rye of fiiiih, and fee him fi'li'.g wltb 

hisrffuly beloved Ifaac in the world of fiuriK. Ue> 

(Metier, k will be hut a littJc whii-^, and yott will (if 

.,.i,i..i..^ ..„■- „,.^._,. ,.,, ..,.*..„ ,vhy God hti 

. U wi.h y.«, 

inn fv»,n his 

:. 'I (ittcthupou 

, ftji what h: haiii Can: iit aU our fo»Ji> 
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SAUL'S CONVERSION. 


Acts is. 22. 

8ut Saui incrifjid the more in Jhrenglh, and c 
ed the Jews inhich d'ujtlt ot Dama/cust ■ ', 
that Ihit u vtry Chrifi. 

IT r» an unJoulited iruthi however ii ^1 
a ptrafloT to natural meni that " wli.I j 
" Ii»s g<KlIy in Chrift Jefus, ihall fufl^r ; 
And ihetcfore it h very remarkable, \\ . 
LoTil, in hlc glorious fermon on the Mc' 
hid been proaouuein? thofe blcfftd, wh . 
in rpirlt, tneck, pure \a heart, iind fuch X^!iAi 
riijii:!/ aUds (anJ fpetids nn lefs ihar. tb«C >d 
th;» beatitude) " BicllVil arc ihi-y ■■ ■ - - — ^ 
•* for lighteoufncft f. '■ " *: 


And if w« arc not ol' che wmld, but tlcii-liyi 
fruiu ihM wc ntc of the nvmbcr of ibor? a IiM 
fus Chrift has chofcrt out of tbe tfor'Of fnr tlt^ 
reafon the wortd «i'l boU u». Asiliii is t( 
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ricry puticuUr Chriftian, fo it ib true cf every 
Chriilian church in general For fome years 
pad we h>Tc beard but little of a public per- 
[•xation : why ! Becaufe but little of the power 
oi godlincfa ha» preTsilcd amongft aU denominations. 
Theftrong man aimed has had full polTeffion of moft I 
profeflofs' hearts, and therefore he has let ihcm relt 
in ^ falfe peace. But we may alTure ourfclves, when 
j^fas Chrift begins lo gainer in his elect in any re- 
markable manner, and opens an efiedual door for 
pleaching the everiattiug gofpel, perfecution wUI 
flame out. and Satan and hiBemifTariesvnlldD chcirut- ' 
moll (though all in Tain) toltopthcworkof God. Thaa 
it was in cbe lirlV ages, thus it is in our dayi, and that i 
ll «ill be liii time Ihall be no more. 

Chiiflitns, and Chriitiau churches mull then ex- 
p<d enemies. Our chiaf concern Jhould be, to Icsra 
iiow to bebiivc towards rheni in a ChfiHiau maoiier : 
ir>r tir.i--fs we take good heed [o ourfelves, we Ihall 
i^i^i:>n(i our fpirits, and a£t unbecoming die fol* i 
b»t,. •jt (Sat Lord, "who when he wai icvileda 
" ic«ilcd not again ; whL-n he Tuitered, ihrcateDed 
** Wt; and, at a lamb before bis {hearers is duccb, 
^Qcd he not his mouth." Uutubai motive 
ike ufe of to bring ouifulves to ibis lilelTcd 
r? iitxi to ihc immediate opera- 
Holy Spirit upon out hcanc. I know of no 
I pwre conducive lo tcarh u* !c:ig fuf- 
s our molt bitter penecutota, tUan tliis, 
ksH that we know to the cuntiiiy, foi^e oi 
f fcttoas, who arc now p>'(fccuung, may 
I from ^ eternity by God, and here- 
1 in tiuef 10 edify and bottd up foe 
iChrifl." 


mtor Saul, oientioned iii Ibe « 
|ld wbftfc tonvetGon, God wlllin} 
« followiag difconifs) is 


tf 




I fay, a perrecutor, and that a hhoAj one: {bed 
how he is inuoducetf in the beginning of this dl 
ter. " and Saul yet breathing out ihreatsnings i 
•' Daughter agaiiift the difciples of our Lord, went m 
•• 10 ih« high prieft, anddeCrcdof him letters to I 
•' mafcus to the fynagogues, that il he foond anyd 
*' THIS WAT, whether they were men or woir 
** he might bring them bound to Jerufaieron." 

" And Saul yet breathing out." This Implies tl 
he had been a perfecuior before. To prorc «hjc| 
we need only look back lo the feven'.h chapter, wh«| 
wc Ihall find him fo tcry remarkably atUvc at S 
phcn'j death, that the " witnefiea laid down di 
•* cloibeg at a young man's feet, whofe nani:c t 
•' Saul." He feems, though young, to be in Old 
■nihortty. PerhapB, for his zeal againft the Cliil 
tians, he was preferred in the church, and wai-" 
lowed to Gc in the great council or fanhedrim^ 
we areiold, chap. viii. ver !■ "ThatSau^'a 
" fcnting unto hts death i" aod again, ^1% 
it brought ill as exLccding all in his oppoft 
rtius fpcaks the cvangeliS, '* as for SauUj 
*' iuvock of ihe churcb, enieting into eig 
*' and haling men and women, ccmmiltsl 
•' p.ifon." One would hav^ imagined, i 
Ihculd huve fatisiied, at kA\ abated ilic fqK 
yoDitg zealot No: being eitcedingly a 
diem a» Iip birofcif infoim'i Agiippn, a 
niAdc havock of all i« Jerufalem, he now ij 
to perlccotc ihe diftiplcs of the Lord, erci 
cilita; and therefore yit hrcaihing out 1 
*' BrcaihinK out." i he wordji are very e 
and ciprefuTcof his ln((*-r fi-i'i'v 
Id! 10 bii» now lo tli:.- 
Kva^ for him to brea-li 
but it was fame il>! 
Nay, fas sot only br;athe--i oi:; tl 
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SauPs Cunvtrftn- 


l«3 


[burs alfa (and tbofe who tbrealen, would alfo 

■ti:% if ir wetu- in their power) igaiuR the dif- 

B of the Loril. Ihfaiiable cherefor^ it hell, fiad- 

Jhe could not refute or flop tb-: Chrifttsni hy 

I i>f ar;>ument, he is refolded w do it by fmce of 

I; and therefore went to the high prieft (for 

p never was a perfecutior? yet without a high 

ftat the head of it) snd dcfired of him letters if- 

*! our of his rpiritual court, to the fynago«ues -r ec- 

riTillical courts at D^mafcus, giving bifti duihurity^ 

'fcit if he found any of (his way, whether ihey 

■ ■11 or women, he might bring ihem bouna 

rufaicm," I fujip^fc 10 be arraiRiied and 

1 ri! the liigh prieR's court. Obfervc how 

nf ihe Chriflians. Luke, who wrote the 

''.; them difcip^es of the Lord, and Sanl 

T^ men aai women of thia way. I doubc 

rjorefented them as a company of npltart 

, that had htely (gotten into a new merhod 

living; that would not be content witU 

r T*ice, but they muG be righteous OTcr- 

I liaTC (heir priTate meeting* or coDtcniJ- 

' DTfik bread, aa ihcy called it, from I'oufi: 

;n the great diflucbance of the eOAb'IQicd 

i lu the utter rubverfioa of all onicr and 

1 <io not hear that the hlgh^prlcfl makes 

n: no, he vai a« willing U ^t>»t If tters, 

,1 tiy »!k ih<m i and wonderfully pIc^fcA 

, ,.- ..C.J ^. ^-d tuchaoaaivezealW 
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1 imtneduieljr i£^ 
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''■-.^l -jTiXfd in it. 
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Saui't Cenvtrfien. 


Wkat a Gondi 


iiion may we imsgins 


lh« I 


cipin al Oamafcus were in at this f ime 1 Novfl 
ihey had hcatd of ^aul'G imprifonmg and maklM 
rock of the faints at Jerufalem, and wc may 


pofe ' 


r 


e were apprifcd ot" his delign again 
perfuailed thie was a growing, becaufe a tryiflsl 
with thefe dear people. O bow did thej wrc^el 
God in pr;<ycr, bcfeeching him either lo deliver n 
fcoffl. or RtTe them grace fufficient to enable ih^'P 
to bear up Under the fury of their petfecuiort? lii 
high prifft doubtlefs, with the reft of his leverw' 
bredireii, flaticred ihemfelves, that they fiiould nnv 
put an eir<^£hial flop to this growing heref^, an^i 
Waited with impatience for Saul's leiuin. 

Bm, " He that Ctteth in heaven ia«gh^ ■'-n ' 
" fcoiDi iheLord has tbein inderifioo.' '. 
fore, vcrfe 3. " As Saul journeyed, av.'L l 
" near* unto Dimafcus,' perhaps to ths 
(our Lord permitting this, lo try the faith 
cijitcl, and more confpicuoully to bafHe th. 
Ms enemies} " fuddenly [at mid-day, as )> ~ 
" Agfippa; there fliined round aboui \\\: 
" from heaven," a light briahter than iti i 
■' he fell [o ihe ear'h, why not iaio i. 
" heard a voice faying unto him, S-.ui, 
" perfccuteft thoume ?" The wi r 
I'sul: like that of our Lord to M. 
Iha : er ihe prophet, O eaitb, r-;; 
ihcf: words came like thunder lu uib 1.' 
ttiey were fpokcn audibly, wt arc allured : 
7. His companions heard the voice. ' 
now arrqfla the purfccuting zealor raili: , 
nvne ; ftr the word newr doe* 1 
it (pokcn to as in particular. 
" pcrfccmetl thonME:" PmiiI, 
word ■%-ij'. wbalcrilh»»c Id 
word ptr/tcui'fi, why pedccuieft ! 1 OM 


Said'j CmvirRan, 
—J^Tit Elf: was iiac pcrficutiog; ro, h: trAjQUtlvt 
■tCtDij tiic \xm of the EcdeGailicul wutc inw ex'- 1 
^loti i but Jefu5, whofc eyes ace « a tUme af fire, ' 
^thcoLigh tfichypocrirjrofl.is heart, it.ir.iwiwJili- , 
ndmg lis fpecjous pretences, all this pfocwde.l ( 
raiaairfccutingfpirit, and fccr^ emiuty of hfatc^ 
Wnll God ; and therefore fays, " Why pcrfccuteft | 
*oa ME? " Put ihe emphans up^ the «Ofd ME, 
JVhyperfccutctt thou ms ? Aha! Saul w*^ not I 
gcmtng Chrifl. was lie ? He was only i»kin« cjm ^ 
^eroit lowvations in (hi; church, iiit IriiKiW a I 
bpany of dnhufiifts tj joHiw. who oifo/»ri(»'T 
Jwd oyertUTii ihe eftablifticd coiiOilution. Cutlc- 
\^Sh " VVhy perftcuieft thou tnc r " For what »s 
TtJ? Cli"ft's difdples, liR talseB as doiw: to him. 
KWB«thcr It be gooa, or whether it be cvU. He tbM 
■"m^Chrift's difciplea, toochts ilie apple of hij 
b jnd thcjr ibjt ptrfecutc the fuilowirj of our 
Qj •oulj petfccute curLoiti himfdf, waa ht a- 
Jl Mconie and taljernade ainon^ft us. * 

f A> liai fmit that Ssul gives any reafoii why he ditt" 1 
Wrttci DO, h-- WIS ttruckdiitnb; ae eirery |i^ift. 
for will be, when Jefus Chrifl puts thii llmw udef- 
|l 10 rhcm al the terrible day of juctgcment. But 
il V. ili'- heiit. no iljubt wiih a fenf- not 
' all his ocli?f olFcoces agsiuil ihc 
. ver. 5. " Who ati liwu, l,i>Ki f " 
■inchmee t)i<; hr.-irl diiJ vj!,-.-; c;" 


]i5 


Cmmjim. SerrpjV- 

As iMsnyol you that were n-""' To 


•' thou, Lord , 

lar made fenfiblc of your damnabic ftaie, :> 
made f=elinglv lo feek after J^fus Chnft, w<: 
yet iruly convicted by, much Ids couvcheu ■.. , 
May the Lor.l, who (truck Saul, eff.-Qually nt 
' ail my Chrift'efs heirers, and f« ihstn up- - ■ 
quinigafter Jcfus. as their ALL in ALLt .'^..: '■'. 
<■ Wiio artthuu, Lord? Afid the Lord fAi\ 1 "Hi. 
« Jefus, whom thou prrfecuieft," Ncvm did any oik 
cnouire ituiy aftrr JeluE Chrift, but Chrift oiadc » 
&ving difcov=Ty of himCelf to hiJ foul. It flioulJ 
fwm, out Lord appeared to him in perfon ; for Ani- 
uias, afterwards, fays, *' the Lord, who appeared lo 
•' thcc in the way which thou camefti " though inii 
nay only impiy Chritt's meeting him in the '.■;:;v; - 
isnot much matter -. It is plain Chrill hen: f;. 
liioi, and fays, " 1 am Jefua, whom thou p^il 
Ic is temarkabJe, how our Lord Mkes to hiirfeIMi« 
ii>me of J«fu£ 1 for it is a name in which ' 
lim Jefus, aSaTioar of my people, be 
piilt and power of that fins; a " Jafus, 
•' peifccurc&" This fcems to be fpoke 
5ib] moie and irore of his fin : and I 
CTery word waa (harper than a two-edg 
came like f!> many daggers to hjfi heart ; 
thcfcwordsaS'fahitnl *J fu* ! aSavio 
am i.f--recurin« him! Tlii* llfikea blm « 

mi ■''■ , 

n> . ■ bs lared 

an.-. ■ [>o*=f * 

iciU i.it.p, ■ • 
" pricke." ;^ 
feeu'iog, yei : 
ClitiH: Foi '«'■ 

of /ion » the iiiaii_i-'.: ■-■5 ■■K-norL: 
, aUe to prevail aftainft bin 


*rd, what will <hcu have me to do.'" Thofe, ' 

I ihiok ^Avl had j difcotcry of Jtfus ir.iije to hra | 

1 htl^Tt:, tbint ihs^i this qucftion is th; re/tilt dC . 

Kfaitbi =i)d that he now delireg to know wti« he I 

a Ac, onr oi i^'r^tiludc, fur wli^t ih'' Lord had doift ] 

Ilia foui i in (bis fiTiii 


Ih v!iH work by love; but peih^ps ii 


inflancc t 



y be more 

:Able (o the conreKt. if we fiipcofe tbsi Saul had 

. m\j fotic [liltaiit difcoveiy of Clirifl made to him, 

nod iioi a full iSuriBCZ of faiih : For ore are lold, 

" h^ trembling and aftonidi'd," treTibiing at the 

iVirsu^h;;. i>f hit perfecutliig.3 Jefiis, and aftoniflted at 

hi i>'vi: v.liiiefs, andlha iiifiiiiie condefcenduQ of this 

J, I J' . r if^i om. ■• Lord, what wilt thou h*ve me lo 

:i(oni undet foul-Eroub'ir, an<l fore conno- , 

jfld be glad to do any thing, oi comply on 

□ get peace with God. " Arifefiayto 

fad ^0 into the city and it fhalt be uld thee 

Inou (lirik do " ' 

A'ld'hcn: wr inll leave Saul a whilf , and fee what 

i» become of hii< companions. Dm what (hall wc fay f 

(^od a a fovrreign agrnc ; his facred Spirit btowclli 

'"lien and where it lillcth -. ■' He will hafe mercy on 

" whom he will have mercy ' .Sad is taVto, bot, a* 

:;r ai wc know lo the contrary, his fdlnv^crxcdten | 

.:r,- li!'. ui [lerifli in their fins; For we ate told, tbt. 

■' I it tlir men who jontnrycd with him fhied. 

'.. i liMecMtfs, and bearing 3 coniufFcl voice." 

1 lifufed voice, for fo ihe word figni(ic«, atitl 

< inierprcted. in nrdcr to icconcUc it with 

vrr. y. where Saul giving an Kcount of 

: Us Aerippj, *■ Thnr heard not tlic voia: 

tf 7.t fpaKc tome." tVy heard itoiMt' » 

ifc, but not ihB antcolaiewhxof Um 


ihu ifike to Saul, and thc/fiore letRuati u 
vetto^. T'nr wliat are all ardmniiccG, all, VN 
Rioft extiaordinnry dirpenfations of providcDce, % 
out Chiilt rpeaks w ihc [oul >n tlicm ? Thai 
nuw mitlirr the word p(t:3dird : miiiiyi like ! 
cQiRpuiiaiif, 3[c Itf mftimcE fo flrtick with (he -l 
goinf;s of God appearinf; m the faaduarf, tliatlj 
<vtii fland fpetchIKe ■, they hear the pfeachei's ft 
list not the voice of ihe Son of God, who, peih»J_ 
the Ca.T-e linic is Iptakiiig effectually to many oihfr 
hcans 1 this I tavs known olten ; and what iliU] »■ 
fjy to ihefe thingG ? O the dcf ili of the fovcreigip 
ol God 1 ([ is p^iQ fiiidliig out. httti, 1 deOre to i 
liorc ^v :.oi I cannot comprrhend. " Kvea fo, Fat^ 
•■ for fo it fcerreth good ia thy Tigh; '■ 

IJot to relufii to yaul ; the Lord bids V 

Slid go into tiic ciiy ; and we are [old, verTc 8. J 

*• ^ftiil anrfe froin ihc «(ili j and when his t^ 

'< opened," {if- wo. fo overpowered with (fiiCfl 

OT-is oi" ih=li)'i-: il'3t fljone Upon ihcm, th»i),' 

ilicy led him bj tJicliqnjf^ 

: iimafcufli" thai tcry ci^ij 

I his ex'xutingorimpritf 

: :iic Lcid. " And h: ivjatkna 

I'-iit, aiid iteirherdideat nontttaiCl 

' whMt l.onufg of confcience, 

■1.1, v.Iiat deep Slid pungtiit CfW.. 

-AcTwcat dLiing tht^fc three Usg 4 

' -tI; awav lub apruiis, (for who C 


Siufi Cwverfim. 

t of the }ewifh Church under ibdiE cir- 

, thi^y would have f>icl he was mid, or 

I bcfide himfctf ', a« many carnal teachers *xA 

PharifeeE now deal with, and fo more and 

I dtficers poor fuuls labouring iindcf awjdcraiD^ 

'^ions of their daniDable ftacc. But God obeti | 

r firft awakenings, viCte us with fore triab, y, 

"y ihofc who are, like Saul, to ftiinc in ihe 

and to be ufed as inllrumenis in bringing 

f (bns lo glory : thofe who ate to be highly ct- 

!. man 6(11 be deeply bumbled ; and (brt I fpnk 

a comfort of fucli, who may be now groaoing 

■rtbefpiricof bondage, and perhaps, like S:) III cin 

it nor drink ; for I hare generally obfcned, 

who have had the deepcil convi^tiont, have 

I been favoured with the molt precioos 

lalionSt and enjoyed mod of the divine 

n their fouls, t'liia was afterwards temj!tlc- 

Ifttified ill Saul, who was three duyc wJlh- 

r, itul neither did e;it nor drink. 

ihe Eord leave his poor ft mot in lhi« 
? No : bis Jcf^s (though Saul pcrfecutcd biro) 
'1 and he will perform that it '■ Ihould be 
* a what he mult do. And there was a cer> 
:tp)e at Uamafcus, named Aimnlat, and un- 
i faid the Lord, in a vificn, Ananias \ tod 
■hold, I am here, L>oid " What a holy 
c bfiwecn Jefue Cbrifl and rq^cnc' 
Ananiat had be>n ufcd to fuch love-Tifite, 
re kii^w the Toice of his beloved. 'Ihe 
> Ananias ; Ananias fays, " Bchsld, I an' 
rd." Thut it Is that Chrilt now, as w«|l 
, often talks with hi4 children at fcndry 
after divers mann«n» as a nan lalkcth 
^■■Irlend.— Bgt wh.it has the Lord to fay to 


I A:id ilic Lord faid unto him, 
H.l 


arifr 
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^' and go into the Artet, which is called Strctglit, 
<* znc inquire in the houfe of Judas, for 004(t«aIIed 
*< Sr.ul of rarfns'/* (fee here for yoar comfort, O 
children of the moll high God, what notke Jef«f 
Chrlft takes of the ftreer, and the houfe where bis 
own dear fervants- lodge) ^^ for behold, he prayetit^" 
but why is this ufliered in with the word bibaUf 
'^hac, WAS it fuch a wonder to hear that Saul -vns 
praying i Why, Saul was a^Pharifee, and thetefiNfei 
no doubt, fafted and made long prayers : and, fiope 
we are told that he profited abo^e many of his cqaab, 
I doubt not but he was taken notice of for<hi» gift 
tti prayer \ and yet it feems, that before theic three 
days, Saul never prayed in his life ; and why i Be- 
cause, before thcfe three days, he never felt himfelf a 
condemned creature : he , was aliye in hs8 own 
opinion, becaufe without a knowledge of the ipiri- 
tuai meaning of the iaw ; he felt not a want ^i^ and 
therefore, before now, cried not after a |e&s, and 
coafequently, though he might have faid, or made a 
prayer% as many Pbarifees do now-Vdays, be never 
prayed a prayer ; but now, behold i he prayed indeed ; 
and this was vrged as one reafoii why he was con- 
verted. None of God's children, as one ofaferyes, 
comes into the world Aiil-born> prayer is the very 
breath of the new Creature ^ and therefore, if we arc 
prayerkf6, we are Chriftkis \ if we never bad tihe 
fpfric of fuppiication, it ijs a fad %n that we aciitr 
had rhe ipirit of grace in our Ibais ; and you oMy 
be affured you never did pray, u&leis yon bavs fblt 
yourfelf finners, and feea the wantof Jefna lobe 
your Saviottt. ' Muy the Lord whom I fervc in ibc 
gofpel of his dear Son, prick you all to the hearty and 
may it be iaid of you all as it was of Sanli Behol<f^ 
they pray] 

The Lord goes on to encourage Ananias to go to 
Saul: fayabe, verfe iiy «< For be hath feeft^ jna 
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<*"rifion a man named Ananias, coming in» and put- 

*i** inghU hand .- n him, that he might receive his 

*« fight.'* So that though Chrift converted 6aul 

imnncdiately by himftlf, yet he will carry on the 

work, thus b€gun by a minifter. Happy they, nrHo 

ttnder foul-troubles have fuch experienced guided^ 

^ and as well acquainted with Jefas Chcift as Ananias 

was : you that have fuch, make much of' and be 

thankful for them ; and you who have them not* 

truft in God 9 he will carry on his own work with* 

» out them. 

'■ DoubtkfSy Ananias was a good man ; but fliall I 
commend him for his anfwcr to our Lord ? I corn- 
mead him not r for fay> he, verfe 131 *^* Lord, I 
^* have heard by many of this man* how much evil 
** he hath done to thy faints in Jerufalem : and i here 
'V he hath authority from the chief priefts to bind all 
♦* tkstt call upon thy name/- I iczt this amVer pro* 
ceeded from thofe relics of feif^righteoufneis, as well 
aa infidelity) that lay.undifcovcred in the heart of 
Ananiaa- ** Arife, {faid our Lord) and go into the 
^ -ftreetf. which is called Streight, and inquire in the 
** houfe of Judas, for one celled, Saui of Tarlus; for 
•* behold he prayethi" One would think this was 
fufHcient to fatisfy him : but, fays Ananias, ** Lord, 
•* i have heard by many of this man" (he fecms ta 
^eak of hint with much contempt ; for even 
good men ire apt to think too contemptuouily of 
Cbofe who are yet in their "finst *• how much evil he 
•* hath done to thy faints in Jerufalem : and here, he 
•j^* hath authority from the cbief prietks, to bind all 
•4^ th.it call upon thy narre " And what then, Ana- 
ttuui? Is any thing too hard for the Lord?. Who 
made thee to differ? Could cot he whoxonverted 
thee, CMivert him alfo ! Surely Ananias here forgets 
himWf, or perhrt:ps fears, k ft this man, who had au- 
ihoricy iiroimthe chief priefU Co i>ind all that call 


122 SauPs Cmvirfi&f* Serm. V. 

upon Cbrift's name^ £hcu]d bind him alfa* if be ^mtnt 
tinto htm \ but the Lord filences all phjedions^ witb 
a *♦ Go thy way, for he is a chofen Tcffcl onto me^'- 
*' to bear my n^me before the €renttie$, and kings, 
^< and the children of Ifrael. For i wUl (hew hioi * 
** how great thifigs he muft fisfier for my name^s 
'< fake/' Here God. (tops bis mouth immediate] jr,' 
by afferting his fovereignty, arid preaching to htia •* 
the dp£lrine gi eieftion. And the frequent cowver-^ 
fioa^pf notorious finoefs to God, to me is o&e^ reit* 
proof, an^ongft a thoufand others, 61 that precious^ * 
but too much exploded, and fadly mifreprefented-'^ 
dcftrine of God's elefting love ; foi" whence ts it 
that fuch are taken, wbiiil thoufands not near fo Vile, 
die fenfeiefs and (lupid ? All the anfwer that can be 
given is, *' They are chofen v^flcls ; Go thf way ,^ 
** (fays God) for be is a chofen veilei unto me, to 
<* bear rxiy name before the Gentiles, and kings, and*^ 
*' the children of Ifrael: for fwill^fliew him how-" 
* * great things he muft .fuffcr for my name's Xake.^* 
Obfcrve what a clofe connexion there is between do- 
ing and fuffering for Chrift. If any of my brettHf^m 
in the miniAry are prefent, kt them* hear what pre* 
ferment we iXiuftcxpcQ:, if we are called out to work 
remarkably for God; not great prebendaries or bi« 
flicprics, but great fufFerings for our Lord'S nadie 
fake ; thefe arc the fruits of our labour ; and be that * 
will not contentedly fufier great things for preach- 
ing Cbrift, is not worthy of him. SuiFeiing will be 
found JO be ihe heft preferment, i^hen we are- 
called to give an account of our miniftry at the great-^ 
day. : . . . . V. > • 

i do not hear, that Ananias quarrelled with Xj^eA 
concerning the dcGrine of eicttion : no ; O that all 
gcod men would, in this, learn of him 1 " He went* 
*< his way> and entered into the houfe ; and put his 
** Wyr^i en hiin, and f^id^ Brother Saul v' juft now it 


^v 3} ihb min * uow it h Brodief'Sksl : Ic ia no mx- 
If- wii^.t a oian i'AB b<!mi ii* 1^* be now a ChtUtianj 

r>',uu!(lLc dU!- bEOihir, oui filler, and tno- 

' .-k clout), »t(l fu (bould wc i the more vlk: 
,. I . NO bccn,the more (bould we lore him ia' 
bt .-> .n; inChtifl. bicauic-Chriil wiUbc moicglo-l] 
r'.i-:" , :> his babalf. I doubt not, but Ananias was 
-M.-ii.'.LjiuU/ iltlightetl lu bcai that lo tcDm^'n-Mc a 
[ciu-c- t.! was btcught bome lo Cod ! 1 am pctfuul- 
i^d '.:£ :cl'. l;ts(oul immcdiatdy united lo liini by love, 
ana i:;.rElcie addrctfes him not witii, " 'J'hoii per- 
" 1; Lii-w, Ihou onurdetLT, thaicjintrftto batdierfnr, 
^' a^.i i:)y facnds ; but, brothn Sjiui " Jt i> renark- 
Ma tly^i ibc pci'ailivc CbrilUanu much ufed thei 
woiu bcothcr and brethren ; I Ittiuw it ij a term now^ 
inueb in repfuach j but thofc who defptfi; it, 1 beli«fc' 
would he ghd to be liC our bioiherliooil, when tbey'^ 
fee wu filling at ibe right baud of th'J Msjcfty ( ' 
bif;!i. " Biotlicr ijiiul, the Lord (evfo jcfa^ih;;;: -p- 
" I' lJ uiiio ihi^e ill the nay as thou ouncl^] tuili-j 
*• (■. ■ ,Tir, ih^ii iliou mighlclt teethe ihy Cght, aod 1 
•' be lillfd with die Huly Ghult." At ilu« liine, we I 
may luppofe, he Idid his handii upon bi'in. bit tht% 
coafrquences. 

Verft iB. " rmmfdiattly there fell fiom hiseyti J 
" ■!■ h l.Jii l-;c.i Is-.-N' % nnii hs recL-i«d fight fonh-^ 
" ■■..;■■-" . .' '. ■ Ijv, but rpiiitual (ijjht; 1 

<r-.i. ,1 1 - ,i ii:w vcorld) he fjw, and I 

fcltiiH., li.ir.^. u .urL.iJk: be fdl a uni.H) v^l 
v^ God i kc received the fpiiii oi 
ODBIi! bow, with a full atTufsnce of l"^ . 
mvr Ko-»; w- be- filti^ri .Kt:b i;.- 
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had juftified him ; now h* fajwr the 'excellencies of 
Chriit, and efteemed him the fairefl among ten thou-j 
i'and — You orfiy know how ta fympathize with the 
apoftic in his joy, who, after a long night of boDdage,. 
have been fct Utt, by the Spirit, and have received i 
joy in the Holy Gholt May ^1 that are «ow mouffl-| 
mg, as Saul was, be coniforted in like manner ! J 

The fcaks then are row removed from the eyes of 
Saul's nnindi Ananias has done that for him, under 
Go^ : he muft now do another office-— baptize him, 
and fo receive him into the vifible church t^i Cbriflj 
a good proof to me of the neceffity of baptifm wbcre 
it may be had : for I find here, as well as elfewherct 
that baptilra is adminiftered even to thof^ who had 
received the Holy Ghoft; Saul was convinced, of i 
this, snd therefore arofe and was baptized ; and now 
It is time for him to recruit the outward man, whicbi 
by three days abftinence ar^d fpiritual conflid^^ bad 
been much impaired : we are therefore told, (terfc 
19 » •* when he had received meat, he was ftrength- 
*« encd.'*' - 

Biit O, with what comfort did the apjoftlcnOB^ 
cat his food \ I am fure it was with Cnglcnefs, law 
pTfu^Jed alfa with gladpeft of heart ; %iA why? 
He knew that he was reconciled to God 5 and. m 
my own part, i\A I not know how blind and flioty 
our hearts are by Mariye, i (hould wonder how any 
one could eat even his common food with any fati** 
fi,£lion, who has not fome well- grounded hope oi^'A 
being reconciled to God. Our JUoro intimates thus 
much to U-' : for in his glorious yrayer, rifter he has 
If; light us to pray for our dailj I>read, irnme<liatcij 
adcio that petition, •« forgive us our trefpaffji^Si" »* 
tltou^'h our daily bread would do us no fcrvicc, Wr 
\vh we were fcnfibie of having the fcrgivenifs of our 
Rns. > 

. To proceed; Saul haih received mcaJ, and is 
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riltcn gthened -, and whither will he go now f To fee 

the brethren ; *• then was Saa! ccrtaiii days with the 

^•* difciples that were at Danvafcus." If we know 

[and love Chrift. we (hall alfo love, and defire to be 

acquainted with the brethren of Chrift : We may 

■ generally know a man by his con pany. And though 
all arc not faints that affociate ivith faints (for tares 
will be always fprraging up amongft the wheat till 
the time of harveft) yet, if we never keep company 
but arc Ihy and afliamed pf the dcfpifed children of 
Gdd, it is a certain fign wc have not yet experimen- 

i tally learnt Jefus,, or received him into our hearts. 
Jily dear friends, be not deceived; if we are friends 
to the Bridegroom^ we Ihail be friends to the chil- 
dren of the Bridegroom: SauK as foon as be was 
fiBcd with the Holy Ghoft, •* was certain days with 
.u thedifciples that were at Damafcus '* 
; But who can tell what joy thefe difciples felt wheu 
; Saulcamc amongft them l I fuppofe holy Ananias 
' introduced him. Methit^ks I fee the once perfe- 
' cutihg 7ealot, when they came tb falute him with a 

■ holy kifs, throwing himfelf upon each of their necks, 
weeping over them with floods of tears, and fay- 

\ ihg, «* O my brother, O my fifter, Can you furgive 
I «* tic ? -Can you give fuch a virretch as I the ri^^ht- 
f « band of fellowCbip, who intended to drag you be- 
t « hbd me bound unto ^crufalem ! *' Thus, I fay^ we 
may fuppofe Saul addrcffed hin>relf to his f^How-di f- 
1 cfples i and I doubt not but they were as ready xo 
' forgive and forget as Ananias was, and faiuted him 
f* Wtb the endearing title of Brother SauL. Lovely 
[' was tbis meeting 5 fo lovely, that it fcemcd Saul con- 
* Uotted certain days with them, to commimicat^ cx- 
pcricfices, and to learn the way of God more per- 
feaiy, to pray for a bkffing on his future miniitry, 
and to praife Chrift Jefus for what he had done for 
their fouls. Saul, perhaps, had Cat ce.itam years ar 


I :r> SaaPf Convitjiwi. Serm. 

(he f-:ct ef Gamaliel, but unHoobtetily Ifirnt m 
thcfe ccrtaia days, than he had l«mr 
his life. It pleafes me tJ think hcwii. 
iat is itansformcd by lilt renewing ol 1. 'v i 

a mighty change was liere ! Thai h grEat 
Saul was, boih as tft his ftatian in life, ami i^ 
(jualificUioDS, and Tuch a bii;er enemy to tliej| 
ttann; for him. I fay, to go anJ be ccrtaia.di 
the people of this mad way, and to fit ffM 
be taught of illiterate men, as many of the^T 
we may be fure were, what a fubllandar^ 
this of the reality of his corverCcn ! 

What a horry and canfufion may we fniw 
chief priefla now were in ! I warrant thsy^' 
ey 10 oy out* what I i) he alfo decelvciJ ? ^ 

-common people, who knew iioc the iav, ' 
aocurred, for them to be carried away, 
wdnder ; hut for a man bred up at the feet ofj 
lid, for fuch a fcholar, fdch ^n enemy ft'fl^ 
zx ^aul ; fof bim to be led away with a cflT 
filly, decHvsil nisn and women, furdy it ( 
Cbie: We cannot believe it. But San! foop i 
ihem cf tho reality of his becomioi* a fool forfl 
f<ke: Tor flraighiway, inftea'l of going Mi 
thcleltcr*' from (be high pric'T^. 
^n ortJer to bring the fUfciptv 
Cltt<^und iaj«rufalem, " h^ 
** ffHtfpiguQS, that h? 15 il'i ■ 
waa another jiroof rf >■'■- ' 
ffily coii»rrW will' ■ 
{rfeachcd Cbrlllpnb: 
ally, bi-inlined All .: 
iiatwithO-^ndiiii* his ii,iii: ol liufnii 
ically ihe Son nf find. 

Dut why dW Saul preach Cktill tliul. 
had felt the pHwer of Clrja apau bit a 

■h«e If tiK nafiio whyCfcrift u lb B 
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i bis Hivioity h (lightly inftfle.l on m oar fyna- 
, becaufe ihe generality of tbofc ibat prtlcnrf 
preach hioii n:«r felt a Caving woilc of converEo.T 
bn ihdr ov^ii foola. Haw can itjcy preach, ^n;. 
Vthey are Tird tjugbc of, and then feiit by Gixl i 
ml did aot prcsch ChriH before he kne^ him ; no 
c Qioutd ajif o'.e elfc. An uiicortv{:rted mir.iitifr, 
igb he couM fpeak with the tODj-ites of men and 
, viU be bet as B founding brafs and (inkiing 
Ml to ibofe wbDfefenresKri; eirercifid toiJiftcrn 
Uitl (hini^ Miiiillers that arc unconvcned, 
r talk and decium of CbriH, and ptove from books 
t lie b the Son of God i but they cannot ptcack 
b the dcmoiiflr,x|ion of the Spiiit and with power, 
hAej preach from cxp«n'tnce, and have had a 
' of bii divinity, by a work of grace Tvrought up- 
cir awn fouU. God furji^ive tbote who Uy hands 
ivc:icd man, knowing that he is fuch : I 
' E f:>r 3 thoufand worlds. Lord Jefiu, 
■;liful fcrvants pure, and Jet them 
i.:(s of other mcn'a lias ! 
niume as wasSaui'sconveffion, wciniy 
tifiar^, mult make a great deal ot Qoifei aiid^ 
, DO wonder wt; arc told, ver. if. " lltit 
1 Heard him were amazed, and faid, h noi 
E Am dcftroycd them who called on tlila 
in JerubJejn, ynj came h'nher far that in- 
j that he might brin^ them bsuod 19 ibcchtef 

rieftt i" 

D^ltsitwill W • ;r jrnWidy for 

rCbriO-. *D'.'. :3r a true Chiif- 

jbc liiJ, *- .. '.:■.:■ ■ . -.lii. Uf.t'. :■.■.!. 

' '! 10, vou lault b'l I ' 
.■ on you fofCkfit; 
■.lurkably wicked b'--.i- 
II. \ :ii,i inenJi fay, is li« thii nr, cr M-, 
wba a liolc mtak. a^o naaU lua lo u great txctU ot 


\ 


not TiW 


Saul's Cemxrfi.n 
\<i vaniiy as the weiit oi us all f Wh 


Itiincj yoMT brain ? Or if lou have 


cloO, I 


fojina' bvpocritcs, as S*ul was, tlipy *ill i 
ihat you (houltl be fo deceived, a* lo think you « 
not id » iafc ftatc hefore No dviubt. immoer**' 
furprifcd to hear Saiil. wha was i^ii'cbinK t 
biamclcfa, affirm that he ^'-.^ hi a c!n,r.r,able ( 
tioii {98 in all [.robsbaify n- didj a f:* days be^ 

Bceiaren, you muft rxp'-£l to meet wiib k 
dliHculties av thcfc Jh' fcourge of the i 
■ (leticraUy the firll crrfs *i- arc called to 
I &kc of Chrift Let uot, iheffnrc, th's 
f Ii did uut.'tat>iiiidaie. uo, it rj.h«r er.LjurageiKh 
Saye the tcxti " l^uc .S^ul i^reafM the men 
** fti(ii!;tb, and confou.dcl thf Jews who dW 
f* DjLinafcus, pioving that ihis is very Cbrift,' ^ 
pofilioTi never yet did, nor ewr will hen a ft 
TCTi: NaihinKlikeopp'ifttion tomakc:bea 
pttfeft. None but a hircliD^, who ca« 
the ftwep. wiii be affriRfited at the approad 
ihg of woivcs Chrift's niinillera ace 36 b ' 
Ili« fiO! fnr fuch men as they lo llee, 

Aid therefofc (that I may draw rowsrdm 
Boa) in the minilicre and dirciples of C 
from Saul, rpr TO fear :n:n tj- :l--ir t 

i-:uhi'. ■ ' ■■ '^ 


in i.'.<n. l( vc look uj' 
well »i ibe firll iuany< 
tUiiiHn)* St ibe ri^ht h ' 
protect as. XboDgb th 
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IS refpe£^ to hU fairits inan efpecMl mnnner, when 

^ring bcrconcarih : Thcti the Spirit of CbrUl sad 

■lorf relit upon their faula. And, it I ma/ fpeik 

Cown experience, " I never enjoy more rich com* 

punicationG from God, thAO when ilefpifcd and 

lej«^«lofinen tor ihefikeof JeCusChrtll." How- 

r iiltic (hey may dcH^n it, my enemien are my 

tcft fiiends. What I m«ft fear, 15 a oalm ; but 

! rnmity which is in the hearts of natural t«en 

oi^ainA Chrift, will not fiiffer them to be qnict long : 

No ; ii\ hope the wotkof God will incrcafe, fo the 

fij; oi men ami devils will intreafe alfo. Let us put 

on, thfrcfoici ihe whole aimour of God ; Let us not 

for th<r face of men : Let \\i fear him only who cau 

r'rftto'/ !>iJth body and foul in heit : I fay unto you, let 

: ■ ■ - )v.m alone. You fee how foon God can tiof 

\ ci his enemies. 

I . iuvc jult DOW heard of a proud, pawerfnl 

7C3iiic iioppcd in bis full career, Uruck down to ihe 

caftb with a light from heaven, converted by the al- 

nighty power of efRcacious grace, and ihrreu[ioa 

7«aliiully promoting, nay, refolutely fuffering for, the 

fiiih which once with iJireainings and flaughtert he 

i^itileavuuied lodedroy. Let this teach ua to pity and 

pray iiM owi Lord's molt inveterate enemies. Who 

knonn. hut in anfwct thereunto, our Lord may give 

than repentance unto life ? Moft think, that CHrtil 

had nli>e3 to Stephen's prayer, when he converted 

Saot* Peihaps for this rcafon God fuCTen hie a^iver* 

^fic* to go an, that bis goodnefit attd power may Ibine 

Sbiftht in their convcfCon. 
let not the pcrfecotort of CfarifLtalcc encou- 
icnt hem this to cooiiouc in their oppnGiion, 
Bkfndffltwr, though Saul vts converted, yn the 
%3^ pAeft aad Saul'a companiuns, were left dc.iJ 
lip tTeTpilTci and Gas: And, if this Ihoiiid be your 
'wCi you willof aUmen bcnioll milerable: Forper- 
ccutors AiT« the lowcft place in bcQt Aoit if oaol 
\ 


\ 
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was (truck to the earth by a light freoi heaven, how 
will ypq be able; to ftand before Je&s Chrift, wken 
" be cooQie8 hi terrible m^efty to t^ke y^ngeance on all 
thofc who have perfecuted his gofpel ? Then the quei^ \ 
tion, ** Why perfectited thou me ? *' will cut you ' 
through and through. The fecret enmity of yof r 
hearts ihall be then dete&ed before men and angek, 
and you fliall be doomed 4o dwell in the blacknefa of 
darknefs for evermore. %!\h, the Son therefore^ left 
he be angry: For even you may yet find mercy, if 
you believe on the Son of God ; Though you pefr- 
fecute bkn^ yet he will be four Jefus* I cannot dc- 
/pair of any of you, when I &id a Saul amppg the dif-- 
ciples at Dam^fcus. What though your ^ns are stt 
fcarlet, the b!ood of Chrift fiialTwafh thepA as whitfe 
;\s fnow. HaTing much to ht forgiven, defpair not ; 
only believe, and like Saul, of whom I have now been 
fpeaking, love much. He counted himfelf tbe chief- 
eft finner of all, and therefore laboured n^ore abun- 
dantly than ail. Who is there among you, fearipg the 
Lord ? Whofe beans hath the Lord now opened to 
hearken to the voice of his poor unworthy fervant ! 
Surely the Lord will not let me preach in vain. 
Who is the happy foul tb.it is this day to be waftied id 
tbe blood of the Lamb ? Will no poor iinner take en* 
couragement from Saul to come to Jefus Chrift ? Ton 
are all thronging round, but which of you will touch 
the Lord Jefus ? What a comfort will it be to Saul, 
and to your own fouls, when you meet him in heaven^ 
to tell him, that hearing of his^ was a means, under 
God. of your converiion ! Doubtlefs it was written 
for the encouragement jpf all poor returning finiters; 
he himfelf tells us fo : For ** in me God &ewed all 
'^^ long-fuffering that I might be an example to them 
** that fiiould hereafter believe/* Was Saul here him- 
felf, he would tell you fo, indeed he would ; but being 
dead, by this account of hi$ (donveriioni he yet fpeak- 
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1i. O that God may fpeak by it to your hesnt ! O ' 
■ he Rrrows of God might ibis <1>y fiick faltia 
bur fouU. and you made to cty out, " Who artiliou, 
f iord ? " Ate ihece any ftich amongk yOu i Me- 
inks I feci fomeihing of what this Saul felt, when j 
b fuA, *' 1 travail in birth again for you, till Chiift \ 
^be formed agaia in your bearts." O con.c, corns.) 
' TVf to Jefus on whom Saul belie»e4 ; and thpn I i 
''■'can; not if tbe high pTielh iiTue out never fo many I 
writSi OT injurioufly diag me to a pfifan. The f 
thoughts of being intlnimental in faving yoct, will 1 
make me fing praifes even fit niidnighi ; And I knov 1 
^-ou wilt fac my joy and crown of rejoicing, when I | 
am dtliveredfrom ibis earthly prifon,aAd meet you ii 
:hc kingdom of God hereafter. N^-Ji ft Csd, ?<c. 


pravcmeiit of their own frcc-wilti Fsntinds ifcem | 

I: hncic on the cvethfttng fove of Cod the Vat 
* who f-i CioA is m^dc nnto us," &c. 

'Woulu 10 God, ibii point of doctrine « 
dcTfi nwre, &nd t>fople were moic fludiom g 
COTcntnt of [c(l«rrij)lion between the ~ 
Son I wc Oioold OPt il'eti have fo i 
Zgainll the <lo6btne of elcflion, or het 
in»Kl (even l»y gpoj men) as a (lo£triiii 
For my ownpari, i cannot fe« how true h 
j of mind cap be attained vitbout a knowle^ 
^ and tbouglr I will not fay, that e»cry one i 
■''eltflitMi h a.bad man, yet 1 will fay, wilt 
I finger, Mi. XcaU. it ii « very bad (igo 
whoever ht br, I think cmnex tmly k 
, for, if wc deny eleclirii, we tnult, partta 
plory in ourfelves ■, hut our redemption is H 
:\n flcfli DiQald glory in the divine prefa 
■x :t is, that the pide of mat) oppofec 
, Ucj:!':, according to this do^riiH 
:. -', " h' ' lit gloties tnuft pbryonly in 
■ vi-.r iidl 1 fay? ii!e£lioii is ; 
■.■;,i:-i : wjiii 'iich refpitinicnt brtghtnt^fa 
ufc oi iKe words ol one who ha^ I'l 
hiling love, itdaKzles the weak rj 
Gon't drac children ; however, th<j. 
not, all the blffungt they receivr, ;ii1 
<h;y do or wilt enjoy tiiioajtli Jeluk I 
from the ercrUfiing iove of Gi'd tbi-. F*tfil 
" cl hi-ji, w yun in Cbrlft J<fuK, 
" maflf ■I'T.'.-j ua, vvildom, ti^bieoufnsTCii 
" lieu, :\nd r-jJcmptn'O." " ■ 

Stc.f:jly, I cPKir- i'} -htw whattScfc Ml 
which arc httf, liinuth Cbrifl, /. 
civil. AimI, 

I. r.f/i, Chiid :„ uMidc i(\ il 


: of youi perbapi you would Tsy, in indulging 

1a(t of rh; Aeili, and faying to your fodi, Em, 

' , and be rr.erryt but rhit ii only the wifitcm 

tiles 1 thfy hare as good a gu8 and reli(bfor 

\ pieafures, as ihe grcsteft ept<:tiic on eanb. 

old leii me, irue wifdom confifted in addi 

i to boufe, and field to field, ana calling 

!tifacir ovn oames , bnr ibis caonor be true 

i fot nchea often t-iMt to tbcm wings and 

ly, like an eagle towards heav«a. E<en wif- 

■ 'nm itl'clf Bll'ures us, ■* tbat a man's life doihndt 

rr>riit in the abundance «f the rhings which hepof- 

- . " vanity, vanity, ail ihrfc things are vaniiyj 

L ):f 5 leave not lbeoirner,(hcomer&mull Toon 

ni 1 " for tich mf» mufl alfodip, and leave 

:.(..■' for others;" ifacir riches cannot )V0- 

; -ion from the grave, vbither wc 

I riffpifc richce nnd plcafiuc, antf 
iijum in the knowltdgtt of bookt: 
r you tn Ifll the niimtKrri of the 
r.i all by ihcii- names, ami jrt be 

■ '■ "-■ '-'■ ■"■'■' -'" — "■■'■'■ "*r. 

■ 'l^yW, 
. ■- joii to a Ueasinni fchool, i.i i'.:.7n wittt 
limit! iwitu thyjflf, viral a fjying of one 
- fflcnof r;r,;ecci i**'* i" crrtainfy true wif- 

; .1.1,;.. .1,., „:,-J._-. i-.,,l,.„ ,.'■ ■" ■?-.r lext, 

' iHinl: 


1-) 



I 


Chrifi the Sam. 1 

of-beU, and children of wnrth ; they sow fiec that | 
tbeii righteonfncfltrs ace but u Glttijr rags ; thst tlu 
is no healiti in ihcic fanlc; that they are paar and q 
{erahlc, blind, and naked ; and thai there is no at 
given aiider heaven, whereby they can be fared, 
that of Jdus Chrift. They fee ihc oecefiity of c 
{tag with a Saviour, and btrhold the wifdom of God 
in appointing him to be a Saviour ; (hejp ate alfo msule 
wUiing to accept of falvation vjiqb otu Lofd's own 
temiSi and to receive him as ihcir all in all : thns. 
Cbrift is made to them wifdom. 

2. Stcoi'Sy, Righteoufnefs. <* Who of God i-- 
1' made unto us, wifdora, righceoufncfs ;" Chiift'3 
whole pet foil al righteoufnefE is matle over to, i--:\ l:- 
oovDted tlieirs. Being enabled to lay hold ta Lh:i!t 
by faith, God the Father blots out their uaDij;i(.tiitins, 
-ji with a thick cloud ; their fins, and iht;ir iniipaiBeB 
he rCDcnibers no more ; they are made tbei^^ 
tEotifncbof God in Jefii«, who is the end of thenv 
fot t i^ieoufnefs to every one that bclicvcth. lamie 
fcnr-, God now fees no (in in them ; the whole eo- 
ven^itt of voiks it fulfilled in them ; they arc afttl- 
al!y juRified. act) nit ted, and lonked upon <ia ii!;Tii.:oti5 
in :hc fight of God i ihey are perfcflly atci-uJ ir- 
ih: Beloved-, they are complete in hinii th. Jim- 
iog f«rord of God's wrath, which before roovc.i trciy 
way, is now removed, and free accefs given 10 the 
rrce of life ; they are enabled now to reach out ilr: 
arm of failh, and plucV, and livi; for cvcrmort. 
Hence it a that the apj;V I' ' l' 

blelJi-d privilege, bre^I.; 
tangoagc ; " i[ la CbriT' 
•• wndemns ?" Does iir. 
teoufncfs delivers belisi! 
Chrift h their Sarionr, 1! 
for their lint : who thei . 
the charge 01 God'fclcU: L"u,-aiL;r. u-.: 


l bning Cbrlfl> lighuovfDcfi impuied lo tbnn, i 
hy aie dead to the law, as a covenant of vcrbj 
Brifl bfti fulfilled it for tbetni and In (hdrflml. j 
I ifeath ibrearen iliem i They need not fe^r: ] 
kc Aiog of (teaib is (in, the flreiigth of fin ii the 
; but God bag given them the viSioty, by intpui' 
'^zm th« righteiTurDcfs of the Lord J^tu. 
wh« a piivile^e is hire! Welt iiitght the 
a the b«nh ot Chril>, fiy to the bumble lhe[i- 
' ttehold, 1 bring ytnt glad iidirga of gtcat d 
" joy ;" iimo you lh*i belifffe in ChriA, •' a Savipttr 1 
" IS turr.." Ati'I well roay ihcy rcjoice at the oo;- T 
'■ ' nf.iiere; for the Lord is their r>st]- 

■ve peace with God, throogh faith 
nil ^allntverenterintocondctnua- i 
I {far ihit R:(^ui£f a intended in' J 
■'.r youj lift up your heads i " Re- 
i.ord alwajs; agiin 1 fay, rejoice." 
' iiuofGod, righieoufiicfi,u'hutKeu i 

* ,ou are made the riEbteoul'iFcfs ofJ 

li may he called, " The Iiotd our j 
' Of V hat then Ihculd you be | 

... -. . '.. .,,. .,,*;! fcpatate yen hcitccfonifard from I 
inr Iti'c ct Co.-ill ? Sball tribukUon, or tliflrefir, 
[)r;fii_i:r;oD, or famine, or nakednefs, or pe»i), or j 
iwoT ! No; I am perfwj>!£il, neither (tea:h, nor itfe^ 
vi.t .i;ig:'ls^ nor principRttlii^, nor poweis, ncr ihiogs 
-F.l'.u.Ror rbings to coire, nor height, tior depth, 
;.[..- . L^ Diher creature, Ihall be able to fepsraic you 
i.L III the love of God, »bich is in Csrifi Jefus our 
L.rtJ ttliQ of Cod u nadc unto yoangbteoor- 


. Blori, 


L'iv'i.efc, but ihit it only ib^.te' 
''(■iievett: for, 
; .Uif n-ade lo thrm tijli- 
. II, Uy bnUiiicatioii, 1 ht 
L!ji>i-jt Biiciiil^ice on ou 


[ onlisimcn, (tboDgh riglldf informed Chiiftiamwl 
I tfabk it theit ^atj ami jmvilcf^c cont^^ntl; ro aite^ 
on all pntwtrt! ordiitaouc ) Not do I mean by fan 
lificaitoii} a bare outwsd icfoimatiou, and ti 
fmiGrnt conviiViotw, of « liitlc leg^l forrow : firf 4 
tbitaa unfjji^lificd muiinaybave i ! ' '" "' 
cationy I mean a loUl renovation v. 
hy iheiij^httfoufneisof ChiiH, bfli^.- 
)j-, bf UafliGcsCiOn :iiey sfc ma-lt ■; '■ ,^ ■ ' 

hy true they arc eniiilcd to, by the nihri ilicy arc a . 
nirr: fctjilcrjr- Ttity are (snaifiedihcrcfoceiltfqlin 
out, in fpirit. fool apd body. 
( Their undctiiainiings. which ■were before i 
I p9V become ligbr in tbe Lord : and thtir wMij i| 
I TiV* MBlrary iw, now l-tcinnc one wiih ihc »'" 
I Gtid: tiieir iiffr£l:ioi)& arc tio«r let c:i tbiagsi 
[ iheir memory J6 now filled with divine ihrr: 
I r.atmal confcienccs are nowenlightfnedi 
^ turSf which were befoie inflrumente of u 
nnd nt rniqutty unM iniquity, are now ififbll4 
«?f riphteoufhels and true holineft ; in lhcrt,'ij«y 9 
new cTeaiiire;.; *' old things are prlled >'''*h'j 
'* Jbtngs are become new," in ibeir hMrUf &■ r 
tiov no longer dominicn o»er ihcm ; ihcy arem 
icDiD the [<nwi;r, though nor'lbc indwellinf; aii4'4 
inn of it ; ilicy ,-,ie holy botli in f 
.-ii.i:m'm oI cmivcttiitinn ) they ai 
1 'iiv:Ti': :',j;i:tc; and f/ftm Jefus 
■'jr<- (T ■Mvr: and evry (5'^' 


KVt^ 
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Bern ; even heie, they Gi ugtther «ilh Cbrift m J 

^MKnty places, and mc vitally nnitni ta bim, itu^ m 

^ftad, by « living faitli ; their Redeemer, iheir Maker* I 

^KilBr Hulbdctl ; tticy arcdefh of his llclli, boneof 1 

^Hbonc} they ulk, they walk with him, as a nut I 

ftaHtctli and waUieth vith bts friend i in Oion. ibey I 

a(s one wiih Chiift, even aa Jcfus Chrift and the Fa- I 

ther are onC' J 

Thufl IE ChriH nude to believers fanAificatioa.*^ 

At. : n A-h^ua piiviiege is (his! Tabc ehmgeclfrom ^ 

V.^^'l:- : MO faints, nnd from 3 devilifti to Ire made I 

I ,ii;.ii.\:rs ni a divine tiatuTc; lobe iraniktcd from J 

If' iir.S'-lom of Satati, into tbc kingdom cf God's I 

iir/r J'i-n I Vo putoiTthi old mm, which is cotrapt. I 

;;'il! !_. jiiit en the new ntsn, which Is cieated after I 

I., jj. III fii^hieoufncTs and true bolinefs^ O what an J 

vir.!v-:ik.ible bitCini; is this! I a! molt flasd amazed I 

at rJi- o^n-empUtiijn iberrof. WcU might the A- I 

;- : :. rxh^n belicTciB torrjcice in thcLord: indc^ J 

I '><:.vr re rifon always to cejoic^, yea, to jirJTjice on 1 

. in,' '.]<:<lj for tbc kingdom of l>od is in iheoi; I 

1: V ir- ^beofted f'Om glory to giory, even by the I 

.■ of ihe Lord: weli nmy lhi« fap a myilcry In' ■ 

iin: iir.iiiral, for it ts a mjilKij e«n to the fpiritvai M 

Ml,.:: hiLnfelf, a myrtefy which he cannot fathom. 1 

13i.L-; i; no: often dazzle your eye,, O ye children of J 

(iod.lo rook «t your own brightnefd, when ihe c:Lndle1 

of the Lord lliiiiei ou;, itid your Redecraer lifts ip:! 

the I'pht of his bltfl'cd counienance upon ynur fotUi ? I 

.An yo!i rot afii>nillicil, when yoo ffcl iheivvrorl 

( . ilirj abroad in yotii lieariQ-, by ibc Koly Ghofl, 1 

.,n.: ( ,,i holds out the golden fcoptrt "f h--> tnciey, 1 

,.i .: .. ■: vjii Ak ■i'l.ot v,.u w.ll. iiii.! it l''..;i hf ):ivcn J 

■.'■[^. »wl < 

■• fOitr " 

u. -, ,, u■i<r^^i.. 


arifitht 
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panakc of the Spirit of God. ■< Wc kcoW((£iya J 
*> thu 9t are pafTni frocD death unto ]i£e, becau^ 
** lore (he brethren." And how^nr we tntf e 
ChriA** Kigfateoulioeff, and cichim aguoT 
picachen 1 yer, if we arc not holy ii 
if •c arc tio( faD^tified and renewed by ih<^ 
our minds, we ate felf-deceivers, ,we arttg 
mjil hypocf iies : For we fflttfln'ot put afniq 
God hu joined rogether ; we lauft Iceep tlCT 
L betneen the two extremes ; not Inrilt To t^ 
ooe hand upon Chrift wichonr', as lo eichl 
within, uanevidsncecf ourb-ring hiS) a 
Diration for future happine^' ; nor on the 
fo depend on inherent righteoiifnefs 

I wrought m ui, as to exdude (he righief 
Jcftts Chtill witbont us. But; 
L • 4- Fttiriblj, Let us now go on. and tafa 
r*' the other link, or tatber the end, of the bdi* 
■ en chain of privitedgm, rcdeRi[)ti£in. 
■ look Tcry high j for the top of ir, like Jic 
I reachce he*ven, where all heiievers will af(| 
S be plac^i at the right hmd of God. 
•• i» m3d« unto na, wifdom, ngbtcoufbef 
" catioEt, and redemption." 

This is a golden chain indeed ^ And, ' 
cf ii'J, not one link c»n c«r be broken afrnu 
another. Was liiefc no other revt in the Im)o1(I 
God, ihia'Gng!e one fufGciently prnv^s tbefioaLijI 
fcoMiiicc of ;rjc believe--- '>r ■?- ' ' 
a man, tvhom he !: 
; whom Vit did r,' 
giniify i no, aa for G'^rl flcj 

fc£l-, he always carried cti jn.i (nnlhci! 'h^J 
begati i thus it was in ihe liiJt, foititii 
creation ; when God fjp, *' lit then; bt Itjffl 
is tight, thai fliines aun and i»ok< anio tt)^ 
day, vhea beticvcrs *at& inia rfceit* ctenf«t>4? 


jultify a 


, he has in cfRci glorilicd : for u a man's worc-'ii- 
'» was r!« the c»ufc of God's giving hinj Chfift'i, 
wulncfs, foneitheriDaJI bis uuworUiloere litf & ] 
kof his taking itT;-.v,-.v. <"in.1'c -.;f:« .,„) tailiop 
k without rspfiu ' . iliey 

Icteic ill the noi: , who i 

iJ^linatpcn^v: . :. ,r, {hey J 

l juiiijiciiio:! ill tluit low fwol-, oHiict L J 
I it in a fetv ysars a;;o, »& IcufilyiBg qo I 
jl Fcmillion of (ine i bat it not onl/ Cgnifiey ' 
f fins pall, but a'fo a ftclcia! right .1 
to coffic. It' God bit girsn ik his only 
vill he not willi him ftnely ^ive us aU 
^erefofe, the apoQJe, zfiec be (*ys, " who 
jpis made unio us nghiemifncla," ilocs oo^ 'l 
B he ma; be made to us raubliliciiion and | 
I but beis made: fur there in ;4ii oidrait, I 
Me connedion bstween ihcfc bletVcd pxjvi- 
T' Aa (be obedience at ChriH ia imputed to hc~ 
I (a his pet[eva;&acc in ibMobetliencc is t»hc 
d TO ihcm alfo : and tl argaes ^^K2^ ij^uorancc 
bcoveoant of grace aud Tcdempiion lo objeft 

fey (he word Kdccnption, we are to undciltand, ooc 
1 complete deliveianccfroni all evil, hui alfo a 

{'oyineot of all gao^l ho:h in body ^d fuul : I 
I ia body and fDitl ; iar t^e Lord i^ alfo for 
Fbadyi Ibc bodied of th~ \i.\fL in t:::s hfc arc 
- ■' »of the Holy Gfaoll; ■ ■ -njnr 

jbeilut^of beucvi^rs-, d!. ;.-na 
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dgcmem is denied-, and conrequcnlly, 
throw alidc ihe facrament of the Lord's 5up[ 
why (liould wc remeitiber the Lord's death ttniif 
come to jtidgementi when he is aircaJy cm) 
judge our hearu, and will not come a fecond I 
Sgt atl ihia is oaly the reafoning of unlearned, < 
ble ncB, who certainly know not what iliejr tvf^ I 
whert^f they affirm. That*emu(t follow onrl* 
in ihe' rcgenerattoo, be partakers of a new I 
and that ChtiH moil come into our hearts, we I 
!y confefs, and we hope, when fpcaking of t' 
things, we fpeak no more than what we kluiwd 
reel : but (hen it is phin, thiit Jefua Chud wilto 
hereaftcT, to judgement, aiid that he afceotW'fl 
heaven wWi the body which he lad here i; 
for, faye he, afier his refurre^lion, " ham' 
•' fee; a fpirit has not flefii and bones, i 
** mc have." And it is plain, that Chi 
feftion wu an eani^ft of ours : for, fiy 
" Chrift is rifen from the dead, and bew 
«* fruits of them that (Icpt;" and as in 
and are fubjecl to morialicy ; to ^l ihat ii 
the fccoatt Adam, who lepreCentcd belicw 
ficdwal head, ftall certainly be made aJiTc, i 
z^^in with iheir bodice at the lall day. 

Here then, ObcHcveri! iaonc, though ihcji 
dejjiecof that tedemption which you ate ta IW(^ 
lakcis of hereaticr : 1 mean, the fedenipti<Mi of yi 
bodied : For this corruptible ifiuJt pui on ii 
this mortal muA put on immortality Your it 
ai well w toulsi were givi:n to jcfus Chrift J 
Fathff- tl;ey havF l'..c;i tLimrii.rrionS id i 
and i^i;i 


graicj , - - " 

dorrriivrrt vatic fi^e ua&'iis l}t.tilll-:^yq 


traj-Vl.^ lSdievt?i^l^^,hc. 


lentomin^oftfaererurrcflioni whrp the voice of ihcl 
khangel ihall founil, nnd ihc trump of God |>tre the T 
Kneral at'Jrm, " Arifr, ye dead, and coire to iudiie- 
1 ■»«)( ; " e^nh, air, Bie. wmcr, QuU give up ydur I 
■itered aromt, and both in bo>l^ and foul Ihaii 'fo\ 
|-«ver with (tie Lord. 1 doubt not but mnnyof vot 
B groaning under cfzay bodiei, and coroptaia DKcti I 

t the iTtoital body weighs down the immcirtnl fnul ; 
(leiftthis is mycafei but let us have a Hole puti- 
\ct, and we (hall be delivered fitioi our eafibly I 
" e long, ihefc labemaclei of day fliail be ] 

bUKd, and we (hall be clcthed with our bouf« ] 
"|*ieh \i from he>Ten : hereafter, cut bodiea IhiU be 
brhMtiEfd, and lliall be fo far from bindciiog out I 
nigh weakneliit thn they (ha' I bccOKK ftrang 1.1 
S ss ED bear up under an exceeding aiu) ecer- 
( ot f^lory ; oiheta a^in may hi.\z deform- 1 
mactated alfo viib GclEnef&, and nam out 1 
Nir and age ; but wait a little} umil your I 
logc by dcaihcuoiesi ihenyourboiiicslitall V 
1 and made gloiiout, tike untu Clirifl'tl 
bvdy : of which ve maj fom fome binci 
a ihe aocottnt givet) ua of our L-^td'a traiif- 1 
kuntkiR o» the MouDi, wlien it is i^id, " t-Iii rai> 
rmait became bright and glllleritigf and hit iai:< \ 
I brigbicT than the fuo ' Well thn may a heHcvei I 
jcsk out Into ibe apoilh'i liiuotphant Uncuagr,^ 
vO death, whcie ia thyftiitgt OgiaVc, where i»S 
7 ihf Tiilory ' " 


■;> oor"! 
. ..« t).e 1 
' I U't v*\ 

■ ice, of i 


uA 
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freed from the guilt and dominion of fin : but» a$ I 
have obfervedj the being and indwelling of fm yet 
remains in you; God' fee$ it proper to leave fome 
Amalekltes in the land, to keep his Ifrael iti a^ion. 
The moil perfect Chr;iliant I am perfuadcd^ moft 
agrce^ according to one of our articles, ".that tic 
'< cprruptipn of nature remains eveti. in the regene* 
<< rate ; that the fleQi lufteth always againft the %i« 
•• rit, and the fpirit againft the flcfti.*' jSo that be- 
lievers cannot do things for God with' thgt perfec' 
tion they dg:fire ; this grieves their righteous fools 
day by day, and^ with the holy apoftle, makes:theni 
to cry out, ^* Wh6 fliall deliver us from, the body of 
^* this death I '' 1 thank God, our Lord Jefus Cbrift 
will, but not completely before thp<l!ay of otH* &Bir 
iutioix, then wiU the very being of fia be deftrbyedt 
. and an eternal ftop put to inbred, indwelHog oorrup* 
tion. And is not this a gresi( iredeqjption ? I ^ 
fure believers efteem it fp : for there i| noihinggfiev^ 
the heart of a child of God fo mucb» as the resiaiBS 
of indwelUng fin. Agaia» believers are ofteixi^ M-* 
vinefs through manifold temptations ; Godfeei dtat 
It is needful and good for them fo to be ; an4 though 
they may be highly favoured^ and wrapt up in com- 
munion with God, even to the third heavens, y«t « 
meffenger of Satan is often fcnt to buffet |be|B» ^^ 
they fhould be puffed ujy with the abundant of r€« 
velations. But be not weary, be not faint 10 yf>«''f 
minds : the time of your complete redemption draw ^ 
eth nigh. In heaven the wicked one ihall c^cafe 
from troubling you, and your weary fouls fhall 01* 
joy an cverlalling reft ; hfe. fiery datte cannot reack 
tbofeblifsful regions; Satan will never cpmc ^ 
Hiorc to appear with, difturb, or accufe the for 
Go i, when once the Lord Jefus Cbrift fliuts the c 
"Vcur righteous fouls arc now grieved day by daj 
the ungodly converfation of the wickcu : tares u^ 
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grov up among the wh«at t wolves come in (hfe^p^ 
clothing : but the rHeciption CpoUen of in thitexi 
will TfFc our fouls fj^m 4LI anxiety on thcfe 3«ouiitB 
hercafier you fiuil enjoy a perfeft commiinioQ o 
fainiei nothing that is unholy or utifinclilieil thai] 
enUr into the holy of holies, which is prepa:e4 foi 
jou above : This, and ail manner of evil whatloeTcri 
you (hal! be deiivercd from, when yoar redempiion 
ia herearier made complete in heaven; iioi onlyfc 
bot you IHitll enter into the full etijoymeni ot al 
good. It it true, all faints will not have the fame do- 
gree of happinefs, but all will be as bappy as the! 
Deans can dcGrc Believers, you (hall judge evil 
aail ftmiliailyconverfe with good angels: You (ha! 
(it down with Attraham, IfsK, Jacobs and alJ tbi 
fpirits of juft men made perfefl ) antf, to fuin up al 
vniir hippinefs in one word, you Ihall lire Gcd (Ui 
luiiic. Son, and Holy Ghoit ; and, by feeing God 
be ffifife and more like anlo him, and pa& froot glO' 
ry 10 glory, even to alt eternity. 

Bat I mall llop : the glories of the upper vraAi 
crowd in fo fult upon my fnul, ihat 1 na lott in tbl 
conicmplation of them. Brethren, the redempiiM 
fpukeo of is unutterable ; we caunai here find It out 
eye hmh not fccn, nor car he.ir'', nor hsth it enttm 
ioEO ihe heart] of the mill 1- ' 1 ' ' 
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i^S Chrifi the Scro). ^ 

■Qoibcr of thine cle£ll Lord JefuS) hailen l^ 

Ano nowi vlierc arc the rcolFers of thefe lift dayi 
wbocotuit ihf. Iive« of Chriflians to be madnef), 1 
tbdi end to be without honour ! Unhappf men] 
yon know not what you do. Were your eyee opeif 
and b>d you fenfce to difcern fpiiilual things^ joi 
would UM rpeak all niiinncr cf evil againll the chlH 
dreo of God, but you would clleem thena as the e 
cellcnt onM of the earth, and envy their happto 
yotir fouls would hunger and thirlt after it: yonai 
{o would become foole for Chrift'a fake. You b 
o[ wifdom \ fo did the philofophers of Corinth : 
your wifdom is ihc fooliihnefs of folly ta the Gri 
or God. Whui: will your wtfdom avail yoNi ! 
|(lvcs not make you wife unto falraiion P Car 
, lith all your wifdumi propofe a more coi 
Icheme to build your hopes of faWation OD^ t 
'what hai been now laid down before you ? Can yan 
with all the firengfh of ualural reafon, fiodOMl 
I:i-rtcr way of acceptance with God, than by the ^M 
yeK-jiach of the J.ord Jefus ChriR^ Is it rigftc li 
ItiJulc yvur own works can io any mtafurc dcfcn 
piocuie \ti If not, why will you not brticvc im 
ti: .' V'by "■'i'^ you not fubnijt to his rightcoufiieiil 
lU you arc fallen cceatures? Do n 
- aie full of difordcfB, and thu d ' 
, o unhappy ? Do not you (iad L 

■ -- i-ri V-^-rs? Havej" 

'■■■'\ have ■ 
■li Are I 


I) 


ciiyq 


diaH|;iiis of being stTUiihila^f mudi leilg of h 


'SiSfVe/t W^fJm, fcd. 

Whatt;»er you may pretend, L 
_ — ; truth, you mud confcfs, that confciVnce brwlt ' 
k upon you in your more fober intervals, whether 
bu wiil or not, and even couftraiuB you to believe, 
bt hell is no painted fire. And why then will you 
M come to Chrift ? He alone can procure ygu j 
■reriaarag redemption. Hafte, haftc away to him, ' 
moT beguiled finnera. Tou lack wifdomj alk it* 
I ^ ChfiJt. Who knows but he may give it yoo '. 
Me is able t for he is the wifdom of the Fiiher ; he' 
la that wifdom which was from everJafUng. You ' 
have no tighteoufnefs; away, therefore, lo Chrift: 
He is the end of the law for righteiwifnefo to 
every one that belicveih. Tou arc unholy; 
flee lo tb? Lord JefuB ; he is full of grace and 
truth ? and of hi£ fulnefs, all may receive that 
believe in him. You are as if afraid lo die j kt' 
ihis drive you to Chrift : he has the Leys of deatlT 
and hell V in bitn ts plenteous redemption ; tie alone 
can open ihedoot which leads to everlafting life. Let 
nor, tlierefore, the deceived realoner boaft any longer 
ct hi; pretended reafon. Whatever you may ihiok, 
ii is the moft unreafonabic thing in ihc world not w 
beheve in jcfus Chrift, whom God hath feuc. Why, 
why will you die ? Why will you not come unto him, 
that you may have life ? Ho ! every one ihai ihirft- 
cih, come unto ihe waters of life and drink freely : 
Come, buy without money and witliooc price. Were 
ihefc blefieJ privileges in the leit to be purchafed 
w!h ir,on.-y, you mi^hl fay, we aie poor, and cannoc 
i ;y ■ r, were they Jo be conferred only on Snoers 
. f :, . ; 4 ..ink or degree, then you mii^l-.t f.,v, hvw 

I l-inrr^ « -,• r-.r../i ,„ i,- ,., ir.;^:^ f^_ 
■k.,1 lo 
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' hte, csch poor linner tn«T f*y ihfn, vby noc 
me ? Has Chrift but one UelTing ? What if he 
hlelTjrf millions already, by tutr.ing ilicm nwayff 
ibdt iniquities ; yet he ftill continues ihc fame : 
lives ior eter to make iBiercciTion, ?nd therefore* 
blefs you, even you alfo. I'bougii, Efau^like, ) 
have been profane, and hithcrio <!ffpifed yonrb 
truly Falhrr** birth-right ; even now, if you belief 
Cbrifl will be made to you of God, " Vifdonii iT ' 
•' (CDufiierB, fdnflificatian, anil ledemptio 

But I mull turn again lo believers, for wbofc ii 
ftru^^ioii, as I obferved befoie, ihia difcourfc i 
parltcuhrly intended. Ten ftci brethren, putaltd 
of the heavenly calling, what great blefTiogs i 
ircafured up for you in Jcfus Chtift ypur he*d, 
trliat jwt afe rntiiicd lo by believing on hij n 
Ts'm heed, therefore, that ye walk worthy of the « 
t.''ion wheiewith ye arc called. Think gftcn.^~ 
li;i;MT you axe fatouied; and remember, 
iitt oiofcn Chrift, but Chrift hath chofea j 
1 (ai the elefl of Godi humblencfs of i 
piofy, but !et it be only in the Lord: 
noiiiing but what y><u htive received oi < 
naluie. yc were as foolifl?, as legal, as wn" 
ni tUninabk a condition an others, lie p 
foK, be cuuitcuuii j an^:. as rantlt£c3tton 

fk. beware of thinking yuu h;ive g 
t»inc4 1m. him tbr h holy, be h<riv Jtij 
ingtt.ii l.c M. a it'iti.-fl pjre ir- !■■.. 
.ler'.:-) ■. 
fin I. 

o'f .':■ ■ 
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Believer's Wifdom^ &c. 


iKl 


tag love of God the Father moft be your only hope 
and Gonfolation : let this fupport you uader all trials. 
Remember that God's gifts and callings are without 
repentance : that Chrift having once loved you* will 
love you to the end. Let this conftrain you to obe- 
dience, and make you long and look for that bleifed 
time, when he (hall not only be your wifdom, and 
righteoufnefsy and fanf^ification, but alfo complete 
and cvcrlafting redemption. ^ Glory be to God in 
" the higheft 1 "" 
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THE PHARISEE AND PUBLld 


Luke ■> 
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fiittjM, ihii man luent Jonvn fo his hujf J 
c'rrr than the ether .- Far every oni thai a 
f^^ fbail bt abafed : and he tUl hllmhlt% 
jhiiU hi rxallcj. 

TUOtlGH tliere be foRie who dare t»J 
L<mi Jcfut, and diflielicvc the M?q 
hii been plcaCed 10 gUe us, and thereby bi 
tticmrolrc^ fwift detiruftion ; yet I would i 
hope ihire »re liut few, if any fuch amonj 
> whom I arn now lu preach the kingilomi 
k VaB 1 to »IW yru, " bow yuu cxpedl to be \m 
:.« .litfi^litofatioir^ndcdGn.irMr'i " ^ 
Mfwcr, only lor tl>e fake h 
But, wa« I M come more In 
1 ftir tnti!! ^rauli) m.-jN^ lli 


: -.>r u« to turn b»ck o a corenanc of woikf* ai far the 
liiuks lo lly upwanU. We h»»e had fo many legll 
:.nd fo few frce-giace preachers, for thefe many ycsn, 
'Vijit moit piofeflbrs now fecm to be fettled upon iht\t 
'irr.3, and rather defetve the title of Fbstifees dan 
LhiiUUns- 

Thus it was wiili the ;;entrality of the people dur- 
ing the time of our Lord's public mininratifrnai Aud 
tii<rfe(i)i?, in alniDll all his difcoiirfes, he pieached the 
^ofjiei to poor finners, and denounced renible woe» 
^eiinft pioud felfjuRiciarics. The parable to which 
iKc words of the ttxt belong, looks both thefe w«ys : 
Poi the evangelilt informs us, (ver. 9.) that our Laid 
" I'pake it unto cetlain who trulted in ttu^leiTcs, 
" that tlity were righteous, and defpifcd oiher«." 
An4 a nol^bie parable it is ; a parable wcrihy your 
mdi icriL'us atlmHion. '■ He ihat hath ears to hear 
'■ ii^r ;: ni hear*' what Jcfus Cbrifl fpeaks to all nG- 
I'ji^ in it. 

>. ■'Twomcnwcntuptothciemplctopray," 

er two men of moic oppofitc charwicrt) 

leonc 3 Fharifee, and the other a Publican." The 

irifECS w«re th^ llrideA (t^ atnoog the Jew*. 

Mofihe ftriacit feftof ihel'hafilet-s, riysPiSul. 

y prayed of^ten ; not only fo, but they ande tsog 

■fti and that they might appear einaordin-rydc- 

, ihey would pray at ilic coin^m of ihc ftreti, 

■i-o ways met, iIvjI people going of coming, 

lyi, might ri:c ihcm . ■' ihey made broad (>i 

r Lord informs us) ihc borders of lYf.h phitec- 

" they hsd pircesofparchment remiiodiei: 

:6, on which fome partt of the feript^ire ^uc 

thsr p;cple mljht from thrnrt h-''-^, t!ii* 
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Scn^ ^ 
nod Rimy other fut:h<like things ihcy did. 
wtTc vcrjr zeiilous (or (be traiiiiioiiii of ibcfi 
and far th<r obfcrvatione of the rites and o 
o! [he chittch, notnichfimding they (rtriiui 
void the law ut God by (heir trariitioiis. 
I wcic lb csceedtngly ex<i£l la the ounx'ard e 
' cf llie Sabbath, that Ihey condemned < 
' itiakiiig » iiitie clay witti hie fpittle ; and c 
a finncr, andfaid, he was not of Gcd, beca^ 
finen Cifht to a nun born blind, on the S 
I'orthcfe icafotiB tbey were had in high 1 
uniOng che people, who weie fadly mill 
bliiid guides t 1 hey had the uppermcft p 
fyn:^oguc«, and gieetings in ihe markec-plat 
ibey IcTcd dearlyj and were called of m 
ill (hoit. rtiey hjd fuch a repuiaiion for p 
brirnjne a proverb among the }ewt, tbuc if thet 
but (WO men faved, the one of them irtutfcbeit'^ 
tifce. 

&i for (he PubHcans, it wae not fo with thttriH/j 
i«m? ii*ey wcie I'onictimes jt*i, or at leaft| 
Mjtts of the pale ) for we f.nd the one here C{ 
ufio ibe temple-, but fcr the geaeiali: 
10 iIiiTik shfy wfre GeiJtiks ; lor they n 
cnr Dt ihc Roman taxeSi and ufed la a 
wciOth osippeat* by t^econfeiTionol Zat 
of the c^iief of them) by wruuging me 
cti>atiuti». "I hey were lo utiiveifjlly it 
cs. UrdhimfeifiellB his di^^iplf,. ':h-. 
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he very Heathens were obfcrvers of temple* worfliip. 
t have very early notice of men's facrificing to, and 
i»Uing upon the name of the Lord» in the Old Tef- 
^ent ; and I find it no where contradicted in the 
Mew. Our Lordj &nd his apofUeSj went up to the 
teoaple ; and we are commanded by the apoille, ^' not 
♦* to forfake the afflembling of ourfelves together," as 
the manner of too many is in^our days ; and fuch too, 
18 would have us think well of them, thou{>h they 
feldom or never tread the courts of the Lord's houfe. 
But, though our devotions begin in our clofets, they 
muft net end there. And, if people never fhew 
their devotions abroad, 1 muft /ufpe£l they have little 
or none at home. '* Two "men went up to the 
** temple." And what went they thither for ? Net 
{as multitudes amongft us 00} to make the houfe of 
God a houfe of merchandife, or to turn it iiUo aden 
of thieves ; much Icfs to ridicule the preacher, or di- 
, fiurb the congregation. No, they came to the tcm- 
i>le, fays our Lord, to pray. Ihither (liould iwi 
, tribes bf God's fpiritual lirael go up, to walk wiih 
and pour but their hearts before the mighty God oi' 
Jacob. # 

*• Two men went up to the temple to pray/* I 
fear one of them forgot his errand. I have oit^o 
btcn at a lofs what to call the Pharifee's audrefs 5 
It certainly docs not deferve the name of a prayer : 
He may rather be faid to come to the tercple to boa It, 
than to pray r for I do not find one word of ccnftf- 
fibn of his original guilt ; not one iingle petition {\>r 
paidon of his pail a£i:ual fins, or for grace to I.cId 
and ^fnft him for the time to corner he oiiiy brir.gs in 
God, as it were, a reckoning of his performancfSj and 
«^ocs that, 'i.ihich no flcih can juftly do, 1 mear;^ gio- 
ty in his prsfencf. 

Veri'e u. *' The Pharifee flood, and prayed thus 
" with himfeif J God, 1 thank thee, that I am not 
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*' Mother men urci ext Of tj oners, unjul 
" QrCTen as this Publican,'* 

Oar Lard fitd t:tkc8 notice of hk \ 
Pharifee ftood he it not to be condemoi 
for Aanding, as well as kneeling, is a [ 
for prayer. When you (land praying, fi _ 
though fometimeG our Lord kneeled, nay^ ■ 
hU face upon ihe ground : his apoftlcB a" 
as we read in the hiXt, which has made i 
al feme, who arc fo bigottrd to (landing ii 
Vfdl as public prayer ihaC they > 
withftandlng all kneel that .ire around i^a 
tbereia famclhing of ihc Pharifec in t' " 
Kneeling and ftanding are diiferent, if 
the foul bebenr, and the heart upright U 
We (hould (ludy iioc ro be particular 
things '^'^ '"^ olfend weali minda. 
rUcc is remarked for, is his Handing by t 
(he vrordi may be tendered, he Hood by b' 
fofflc cmiiiem place, st the upper pait o' 
near the holy of holies, that the congn 
fee what a devout man he V4S: Or it p 
(liiod as we read ir, he|)riiycd by hiinj 
felf out of hit own heait ; he did not ( 
kwM an extempore prayer i For 
Flmifees that pray and ptench too ex 
aot fee why thefe may not be acquire 
ther arts and fciencep. A mao, will 
lion, r?ady turn of thought, and 
may rrpeat hb own et othn' mea*s ft 
the hdpofa Wilkins or Henry, maypni|'f4 
CKcelknily well, and yet not have the leaS | 
(rue ij'nr- in his hfiff, audi rp'^Vihtj, 
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K kH iliai uFc forms, ai tbough not fo boty and 
Knly, 3£ oihers who pray wiihout them. Alss! 
^B wroii^. Not every one ihat prays cxtempcrc 
Kirte^i nor every one thai prays with a form, 
Htanian. Let us not judge one another j Ici 
^Em that ufcs a form, jodge him that prays cx- 
^Bn, on ihal account i and lei not him that prayi 
^■porc, defpifehini whoufesaform. "ThePhs- 
Be fiood, and prayed thus by himfelf.'* Which 
HigDify alfb playing iovardly in his heart; fcr 
His a way (andihat an excellent ouetao)of p(ay> 
^■ben we cannot fpeak; ihuu Anna prayed wttcn 
Hcdic not aloud, only her lips moved. Tbua 
^Klfs to Mofec, " Why CTietl ihoa V uhcn tc 
^■B^ he did not fpeak a word. This is what the 
^b means by ibc " Spirit making Stuerceflioti 
^pjMlievers) wtih groanings which cannot be 
^bcd" For there are times when the foul is 
B|[ to fpeak i when God fills as it were, and over- 
Bin it with his prcfence, (o that it can only flQ 
^L woflHip, adoie, and lie in the dull bcforeihc 
^D Again, iheie is a time when the foul is bc- 
Hxd, barren, and dry, und ih? believer h^G not x 
KtofaytO'bis heavenly Father ; and then i1i# 
Bonly can fpcak. And i mention this iat the 
Bngemeot of weak Clntdiatis, who think ihty 
^B aiB accepted but when they have a tl^v cif 
Bb uid fancy ihcy do not pTtafe God at ihe be;- 
B lor no other reafon but becaufe ihcy do i^rit 
^■itemfclvn Suclt would do well to cc-nfnfti, 
^BU Imows the language of the heart, and ili? 
^Blit ihr jprrii; aod ihii we make ufc of xror^^c, 
K . . . but loainanurfclTCs. TIVh«i- 

B you find yotirlctve* in fttclt 2 

ft' <.i:.t;cd: oficryoniielreiwp in fi- 

Rc o;ii>:c uoo, as clay io the hands of the itottQ, 
1 Mm hf wiite and flarap hii own dit:Re imsgc 
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upon yonr foult. But I beUfte the Pbimec 
noihtng of this way ofpra^r: Hf wis^fdf-iiglii 
a (Innj^cr la the ciinae lif: j and [hcrefore eJd 
ihe former expl-^natbns may b= bell pat 
wtrds. •' He flood, and piayuii tl 
" God, I th^flk chcc (h.it 1 :ini not as uthcr 
" extortionets.unjail, adulterers, or evf o as 
" b)iciQ " Here is fume appearance of ill 
bo: rt i> ody in appearance. To rhank CtIk1| : 
SK BOiextonioneie, unjuft, adiilteiers, andw 
in oar pra^ticee, ta oiber men arc, is ceriaiol] 
rightt and our boiuidirii duty : for whateviir 
of goodriefs ih^.'r^ may be in lU, more than ' 
Itis owing [D God's reflrainifig, preTentingi 
liflbg ;;r«ce. We are A\ etjual' 
b(M» in (iiii all ure fallen llion n't 
and liable to all ihc curfes and mal; 
fot!iMh?tl'at[j1orieth.miift glory, r 
... .T . . \. ,^,j jjjy [hiiig which I 
".•r hive received. 
, jr could we lay :■ 

. ret,- foi all. Had'tlie Phsrifvi tho'u^ 
■ben h; faid, >■ God, I rhanV ihec yh^t I um 
" olbct men we," i'cwoutd h.\ve h'-<r.n ^.n etcdlMi 
troCHcUnn to his pray*;r : hut he .- 
well » retf4ighteous, (for he 'h t 
ihe oilier) and thoof^ht hy hi, 
flreO)>ih be liuJ kepi tiinif'-If fi\ r. 
yei I rfo not fee what (eaf;>u h--: ; 
llelf ibai brwiB tightcous, rticr'^J; 

J Iw in^t '■ ' I 

[ ielf.r,,' 
, be r ! 

IjuniL;,.. I 
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Ijpt ih< higheO iojuftlce to roll God of hb ptera- 
h ic. not an act of injullice to judfre oar 
our? And yet of both ilicfe crimes itiis fdf. 
UB rauoter is guiltf . " Even as ihis Ptibli- 
n 1 " He fsems to fpcak with the mmolt difdain ; 
iUfunl Pcihaps t.e pointed at llie poor man, 
Dthen might treat him with the like contempt. 
B proud, confident boa{ter, what hadll thou to 
kh that poor Publican ! SuppofioE other Publi- 
t uiijud, and extortionerei did it therefore 
r that he muft be fo ? Or, if he had bcf d fuch 
, how kcowell thou but he has repented of 
^ His coming up to the temple to prav, ts 
Kid Cgn of a reformation at Icafl. Thou ut 
iufeabie, O Phaiifec, who thus juJgeft 
pbtican : for tbou ibit judgeft him to be unjulti 
p th« retj ad of judging, unjult tbjtfelf : thy 
ke h only the ficrihce of a fool. 
tbaive fcen what ilie Fharifcc'a negative npOii- 
|6nes to; 1 think, nolhiog at all. LeunB» 
v. far his pofitivc gooclnefs extends ; fc^HTvr 
' f reIi)!ious, we fhall not efchcw evil, bi^ |Ar>' 
' I fall twice in tl;c week, I give liAes of 
ut I poSeb." j^ 

"' " ! IB not here condemned for hi» faft: 
is 3 ChriQian duty ; " when yow f^l," 
r Loiil, thereby taking; it for granteJ, th.;^t 
'pltj would faft. And " when the blirfe- 
Ube taken aw^y, thm (hail they fail in 
In fading often, fay* ihc apoJIIc. 
lUid not be caH-Aways, will (akr caic, 
r, without bj^i! cjzi<*.n':nt, ca " I-.-i-|> 


ifelyuii account ai tii* UH- 
%e is blionsTl for. The rbari(i» 
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was not 10 be dircomtnendcd for fading twid 
vk\.\ 1 vIOi Tome Chridians would imiuia 
moic in tliU : but to ttepend on f^tiin;; in iha 
for Mm i u {lie cat ion in the ligh; of God wmj 
abominable. <* I gire titties of aU <u.it 1 | 
He mtght ■*£ well have faid, I p3y mhcs. \ 
ri^leouB people (wh»tc<tr ihcy m:!y fay to tht 
irary) ihink ibcy gi«K fomeibing to Gjd. r 
titbci of all that I puQefs : I mAe confcienotiflj 
!n£ tithct, tu)l onljr of all that the law reonj 
cf mj Diint, annife, and cummin, of all thiO' 
cfct I poOcft i this was well -, but to l 
thir.gs, cr of i^ftjcg, it Pharifaical arl4 ii 
thcc let tis famup sU tbe ri^jbieoufnefa^ 
ing rbaufec, and fee what little rrafa 
iiud ID bitnfc'f, ibat be was ngtiieous, 
othefs. He ie not unjufl (but wc have o 
for tbat. I thiok I have proved the coni 
DP «dtiucrer, no eiiortioner; b: fi&E I 
«*e1(^M(l [:>v» dthea oi all that be polS 
ibia be nifhi Ao, and a gt<^^t deal miore 
a cbiM of the devil : for here is no oienli^ 
Ilia loving the Lcni his Cod with all hU H 
$^t ihe X (ird and great comnisndmcatoi 
here ia not a Tingle fyllable of inward rel 
1,1. u-.k iioi A true jew, who w;is onlf onf Q 
Ir li u-..\\ za ovtfiJe piiiiy at the hefi ; iw 
:'. iv.W cf'iiiiJe, felf.jaflifie-rtii'i., ftet-wiaj* 
La:i;iii;iLi1jIeiiefi 

Wcic not the PharifeCc, do y&u t1kinfc| J 
fended at ihlicharaflcr? Vat ihcy might e 


1 l^'iiii tiMii Uiu i'tuHtU: (}i<f Au^ tj;Clin 
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■ay be in tbe Lect, or everf Friday ; and becayfe 
I do nobody any hirm, receive the f£cr;ini<n)t-, pay 
fts, an<t (^ivc an alms now and ihcn; you ihmk 

■ you are lafc. and nuil in yuuifdvct ihu, yvn ate 
Ktrous, and inwardljr defpifc rhuf? who do not 
Be up to yoa in thclc ouiward dutict J This, lam 
Btsdedi is ibe cafe of many of you* though, slag ! 

■ a defperaic one, at I Hull aideamiu to (hew at 
Kclofc of this diicourre- 

HbI us now lake ;i view of ibc I'ablican, vcifc tj. 
Knd tbc Publican landing afar otF, would not 
^^ip fd much as bis eyes unlobawn, but fmote 
^Rt his breall, faying, Uod be mCfl^l to ne a 

Hk"** Publican ftanding a^ offf Ferliapi in 
Butirard court of [be temple, confcioua to hlniT 

■ that be was nor worthy to approach tlieUoly of 
Be*i fd confcious, and fo wcicbcd 'town wiib ft 
Mb of his own unworthinefa, that he would not 
Hub ns lift up hie cyES unto heaven, which he 
H^waB God's tbh>:ie. Pocr heart! what dtd hs 
I at this time I Kouebut retutaiiigPubticans, like 
B(elf, can tdl. iMethiuka i fee htm Itaniiing ii-.r 

■ IKtifivCi oppicflsd, imi even overwhelmed with 
■VW t fomeiimes he attempt* 10 look up ; bat tHfh, 
nb hei the heavens aiC uncWn in God'a ii^ht. 
p 1m very atigeU ar£ chafed with folly : haw 
nwV fuch a wretch as I, date to lift up my giul- 
jjbcftd '. And iii (hew that IiTs btart was full of ho- 
l^-telentraqit, and thai h- ' 1 .r .- i ^olly 
K, he foiote upon bis bit;'!. :v: i':i- 
BLitijtltfS, that be ilrui:.; . <::ut; 
Brill Lvih^bhi^iic moil I, .ickcd 
( ..itty 
I " the 
Fi :■! IDC» 

mill I iintiTj! ; " he in too j»tmunt thus :i' f qrwch 


i6l "^ TbtPharifit and PttlUcati' tAttS^ 
hk Maker i he fmitw upon hi» breaft, his tr«fcl 
rouB. ong(«eful. dcfpemely wicked lirtaK i a Bk 
now rc»<!f to butft : and at lenglb. out of the abi 
<hni:f of hl« heart, I doubl not wuh many tears, 
at laft cries out, " God be merciful lo me a Gnne 
Not, God be merciftti to yonder proud Phaiifew; 
found enougb in himfeU to vein hia itrcncinciit 

giiuft, wiibout looking abroad upon other*. N 
od be mertiful to me a faint % for be knew i 
ijgbieoufoefies were but filthy iics. Not, ^ 
mefciful to f«ch or fuch a one ; but, God b 
citui !o me, even lo me a fianer, a iintn^r ^XfJA 
a (:nncr io tboagbt, word, and deed -. a Gnnerf j 
my peifon, a finiKf as lo all nvy perform 
finnct in whom is. do health, iu whom dweP^ 
good thing : a finner, poor, nniferable, ] 
nAcd, from the crown of the head to the 6 
feet, full oi wouodt, and brnifes, and ^ 
forcBj a felf-accufed, felf condemned finucr. ] 
tbink yau ? would ibis Poblicwi have bccue' 
a any minifter had told him that he dcf«» 
damned ? wi^uld he have been angry, if anjr d 
told him, that bv nature he-was hilf a (ievil| 
a^eadf No: ht would hsvc co:'fifled - 
hell! to haVi; been his due, and tha^ he wa 
U. dcvUiOi tinner. He felt now wh.ii a I 
ttun); it '»'a» to dcpati from tb<; living GodlJ 
tliji br: was inexcutcable cTcryway; that ^ 
in »i.wife, opon account of any thing in bin) 
jali tie-i in the 6ght of God; and thercfOH 
hiii.fr : at the feet of fovcrei^n mercy, '" *" 
•' n^c.uful to me a Gnner" Hrre ia no woj 
m ihcflcfh, -■ -''?. '-ry-} •-'ii fif^-^" 

lithci, B' ■■'■ "bq 

IK t\Q boalt 

or au aduili: 

tfac1c«rimci> at leait hcjtncw l\c woi3 


J of all there, bad he been left lo follow Ae dt- 

ii\d delircs of his own heart; and (berdbret 

h a broken and contrite Tpirit, h« eila out, " God 

E merciful to me a finncr-" 

I Cime up to the temple to prsjr, and be 

^ed ind»d. And 1 broken and conirite hurt 

d will not defpife. I lell you, Taya our Lori!, I 

B Itjr in the bofom of the Father from all etcniitjr ; 

* I am God, and therefore know all thing*-. I 

n neither deceive, nor be il«ei»cd, whofe 

nt is according to fight; I telt you, aibat- 

Lt may think of it, or of me for telling jrou lb> 

m, this Publican, this defpifed, (inful, bat 

[i-heartcd man, went down 10 hit houfe jufti- 

t (acquitted, and looked upon as lighteous in the 

T God) rather than the other. 

t Fharifees take heed that ihey 4o nM per- 

Jtiis text : for when it is faid, " this man wet* 

lown to his hottfe juftified rather than the other," 

'.:ur Lord does not menn that bo:h were jultified, and 

ihat ibe fubliciin had rather more juftification than 

ihc Pharifce : but it impltca, either that ihc Publi- 

cun was 3du;iny juftiiied, but the Pilar if ee wii uOt i 

<ir. tltai the Publican was in a better way lo rt^eiw 

lartifiiiitioo, than the Pharifcei accoidiog to our 

lord's faying, *^ the Publicans and harlorg enter ia> 

" to the kingdom of heaven before you." Thiit the 

Phatifee was not juttilied ig certain, for God redlteth 

• h- -v-'M • ; and that the Publican was at this lioi 

jliified (and peitaps went hotne with n feofc 

,:s heart) we hate great reafon to infer ffoip 

[lit of th'^ text, "Foreteryonetliaceniietb 

, and he that humbloth 

. ..2-^: fpeaks to all wtw heat ^ 

:.., : iH> Uidi uui Lord intended, it for our | 
, i£ e«i(tenT, from hit wikia^ fncb a ^'<>'n' 'j 
1; "for c«iy one (h*i ctalteih himfelf 
Lt_a 
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** flull be abafed, and he tliU hu'iibleth \t\m.Mi ik\ 
** be fxaltcd." • 

The ParsWc of the PuWJcan and Pharifee, ii t 
C w er-: a zlafs, wherein we may fee the difTcTcai 
polition of all maiilciatf -, for all mankind maf J 
Tided inio two grneial dafl'cs. Either theV 
wholly in tbemfelfcs, nr in psrc, :hu they arfl 
teouSi atid then ihey are Phaiilees -, or ih^y T 
confidence in the flcfh, are rclf-condemucd | 
and then they come under tbc chara£ler of ij 
can )uft now defciibed. And we may add aHA 
the different reception ihefe men met w'ilh,fl 
out to ut in lively colourii tbc difTerect treatm 
fclf-jtilliciary and felf-condemned ciiminal • ' 
with at (be terrible day of judgment: '*Er^ 
" ihai exalts himfelf fliall be abafed, bat t 
•* humbleth himfelf fhall be exalied." 

Every one, without cxcepiton, yQungora_ 
or low, lich or poor (for God is do refpe£ter fl 
font) every one, whofoever be be, that exii 
felf, and not free grace ', every one that ttl 
bimfelf (hat he is righteouG) that 
duties; or thinks to join them 
XEoafnefs of Jcfue Chrift, for j "' 
fighl of God, though be be DO aJulte,^ 
tioncr, lhou)(h be be not outwardly j 
thouith h? fail twice in the week, jnd « 
nil ihaihc polTefiVsi yn ftill he bc^ 
figh: of r.ll sjoi'ii men wh^' tiio 


i..v. 

be ao.iiru -« iVE- tviiTi ncTiib, and riiLike b:s zq 

ihe iowcft hell for eeermorc. 

Hcarthif, all yc felf jtifiieUrlcp, 'rcmb tfa^ 
hold your doom p a dicfj^d doom, 
than words can «xpFeG(,af-TbSligbt co 
refnfc to humble yottftlfUi after bei 
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, I call heaven and canb to w-itnrl« afcuiift 

I day that God (halt vifit you with alt hit ftoi 

1 pour all the viali of Us wtaih upon your rebel- 

KlU beads j you eialtcd ysutfelvca here, and God 

*i abafc you hereafter ; you are at proud as th« 

)n\\y and with devils you Qiall dwell to all ctcroity. 

t not deceived, God is not mocked ; he fees yoor 

, be knovs all ihings. And Doiwlihdanding 

_6o may come up to the temple lopray, your prayers 

£re turned into Pin, and you go down to your houfc» 

tinjulli^cd, if you are lelf-jiifticUrieB; and do yoii^ 

kAow what it ia to be uDjullificd f Why, if yon aic 

iinJL.n fiird, ibc wrath of Cod ahidetb up&n youi you 

;, r.ur blood ; 3II the curfes of ffac Uw belong 

:i . ; Curfed -.tre you nrbcu you go out, cut fed are 

... . ,.., you com: in; cflifed arc your thoughts, 

I 11-1 : ..re your words, cutfed are your deeds] tverf, 

\\'A'- \ '■'Hi Hc), uy, or think frtm niorning tonteht, ti| 

(II. V u,: cuiit'ifiu'^d feties tf fin. However highly' 

you niiiy he elleemcd in ilia fight of racn, howercr 

you m-iy b: honoured with ihc uppermoft feats to the 

fyii4i^-vM« in ilie church militant, you will have no 

plj^f jii ihe churth triiuophant. Humble yooifelve* 

(liTi ':r- under the migliiy hand of God : Poll down 

rvriy I'lir-figfiteous thought, and every proud iman- 

luui'ii, 'lilt tionr rxiiltetli ufclf igainft the pcrf^, 

p-_!K->rijl, imputed rij-htcouftiefs of the dear Lord 

I ;u.. For be (and he alonej that humbleih hiicfelf j 

ihjM |..' exalted. 

1 : ii. ,■ h,.m(-,W,hbrmft4f, whatever he be-, if, io- 
u:.:^i[i the week, he has bees drank 
: , if, it.ltf.td of ^iciug lichetrfall 
. :... n^-. t^cjif.) tbc HLimiltr of his 

■■• ■■ , ^r;bc 


i 
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enabled to bumble himrelf, be Qui] be exaltni ; 
in a temporal mauner ; fiir CbrilUans isnft ratbd 
r cspcft 10 be abafed, and to bave their names caft oa 
1 18 evil, and to lay Aova tlicir livrs for Cbiifl Jcffl 
in thti froild : But he lliall be exalted in a frhin j 
ftnfcj hfflinll be freely jollified fiom allhisCnG byrn^ 
blouii vt Jefus ; be Ihall have peace vitb God, u peace 
. »hicb pafTeth all tiiiffciftanding; not only peace, but 
joy in belicvjrgi he (hall be irsnflittd from the is lup- 
^m of Samii to t be kingdom of God's dr^^ ^- -' 
Beth^tUdvcilinCbrift, BtidChriAinbiDi: H-. il : ' 
b one with Chrifi, and Chrifi one vith him . II* 
{hall drink of diritie pleafures as odi cf a rivci J . 
(liall he fanfliEcd throujihout in fpiiit, foul, aiu' i ■ 
in one woid, be (hall be filled viih nil the lull - 
^^Cod, Tbui (hall ibeinan who humbkihbimfiU bt. i^- 
^^Uted berc ; hui, O hour bigh Qiall he be exalicd hcte- 
^^Kfiet 1 :'3 .' igh at (hi? hightll heavcnE, even to (be nEbt- 
^■aud oi (Jod : Tbeie he Ihall fit. happy hotb !R foul 
^^■tid body.i and judee angelsj tJ^h, out cf ibc rcscU 
^^bT all (in and trouble, eteniiHy fccute from all dsn- 
^^Bei of falling. O Tinners, did you hut linow how 
^^^gbly God intends ta exsit ihofe who humhtc iKrm- 
fdvci and -believe in Jefue, fuiely you would li::: :' 
yotirfelves, at lea&beg of God to humbli: you; - i: 
is he that mud Kiike (be rock of ycur htaiu, ,-.'j'. 
caufc floods of contrjre teats to flow iherefrom. O 
that God would give this ferinon fuch a comioillicai 
» fie oDce gave to the lod of Mofesl ( would (liike 
^ou through and thiough with the rod of his V,', '. 
until each of you wv iirought to cry out ic!^ 
poor Publican, " Cod be merciful to me a (:■■■ 
What plcafant language woiild ibii be in the . 
the Lord cf Sabaoih ! 

Are there no potir flnneri mnpnS T*^" • '^^ 
you all Phatikeg / 5tirely, youianiiot U 
thoUi;his of retutning boaae UBJuHiEtd -, can ycu 
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at if 2 fit of the apoplexy fliould fcize you, ;. 

Lr fouls be huriied away before the awful Judge of 
tk and dead > W hac inll you do without CHriil'a 
ptcoufncfs/ If yoBgoootof thewofldunjufiified, 
I muil remain lb for ever. O iKat you would 
bbic yourfeUci ! iben would the Lord exsit you; 
bsy be, that) whilft I am fpcaking, the Lotd might 
tfy you freely by hU grace. I oEferved, that pcr- 

ft the Publican had i fenfe of his jufiification be- 

tre be went from the temple, and knew that his par- 
don was fealcd in heaven: And who koowt but yon 
may be thut exalted before you go home, if you bum- 
ble yoarfclvcG ? O what peace, love, and joy, would 
you ihett feel in your hearts! You would have a 
hcaren upon earth. O that I could hear any of yoa 
fay (at 1 once heard a poor Gnner, under my preaching 
cry out] "He is come, he is come !" How would ;ou 
then, like him, exto! a precious, a frce-heaned Chrifit 
Hour would you majtnify him for being fuch a friend 
to Publicans and finaeri t Greater lore can no raaa 
ilifw, than to lay down his life for a frienil ) but 
Cbrift laid down his life for his enemies, even for you^ 
if you are enabled to bumble ycutfelveg, as the Pub- 
'icin did. Sinners, I know not how to leave off talk- 
1.1(1 with you ; I would fill my mouth with argumenle, 
I n-ou!d [iJeid with you. Come, let us reafon to- 
■';-- 'hough your fins be as fcarlct, yet if you 
-i:urfelve», they (hall he as white as fnov. 
■i true faith in Chtitt juliifies you for ever and 
has not promifed you what be cannot per- 
' ^s able to exalt you: For God bath exalted, 
I -.im a name above every natrie, that at the 
1 -fuj cv-fy knee fliall htt* : nay, God huh 
[131 only a Prince, but a Saviour. 
11 !o you ! and then 1 Ihal) bav« 
the day of judgment, that I hive 
jin, nor laboured in vain. 
t<4 
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THE HOLY SPIRIT, CONVINCING 1 
WORLD OF SIN, RIGHTEOUS? 
AND JUDGMENT. 


Jobs xvi. 8. 

' w/*re Iv is eeriM, hr \AI! npwave I 
ani^ rigbusufr./fs, and ^ juJ^ 

~(I1£&£ wiirdt coorab pait cf a g 
wift, wWrTi (he b!rflVd ': 


;ht un^ltrftand the (zt'tp'.xitts ; explained to 

: hiddi^ti mjil^TiciftF rhe kmgdoni fif Goii, 

i hefpoke tooih<rtinp»rables: Na»,li«bwa«c 

fcrvant nt tbfn tftl» and even coadcfttnil^ to 

I iheir ffcL The ihou!;his of patting with fo 

nd loving a Diaft<:r as thi», efpcdMy for along 

, inuft needs affe^ iViiio much. Wbeaon a 

D occafion he tniMitlfd (o he ih(cr\i from them 


;Vietti fo Iq 
r tnfori 


to Ictfe 
"orteJii 


III onx 

■ rniir!iu;iciitF l!it:m, yea» 
, (hat wboroevrr Itiikd 
God ftn-.« (.M'f'>pKrfv, 

■■■" '-'"Kiw 

' . no 
eld, 

: iili . Jc ti.ii'^'i u:.: -, ;, uu, T-i'i-'i- huH filled 
}'be«ti£ '" TbcejcpitiTi'jii i» ttnr cmt<liric^f , 
Karts Tcre To full of conocri^, tfa^r tiiey wctc 
D.-iier, thcrcfon:, 'm reconcile lii«h 
il'ii&nf . •an, nr attt a'i>> coiTipfH* 
Ihewa II. -r.: the nerxiihy he 


■il.dt^f^ I ;.Ji 1 
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' pTOvcJbe world of ftn, intlof nghteonCbefttU 

I The peifon referred to ill tlie words of the la 
[.pluiiljr tiie Comforter, ibc Holy Gfaoft; and 
1 pfQimfe was (irft made to our Lord's apoflln. 
though ii was primarily made to them, and wuH 
raiiy nnd remarkably ful6l)ed at the day of Fes 
when tlie lioiy GhoJl c;)me doMn as a mighty n 
wind, and alfo when ihrcc ihoufand were 
the he;trt by Peter's pleaching i yet, a> t 
wctc ihe re jirefeniatives of thr whole bod' 
«fs, wc mult infer, that this prairiifr mnlt 
LvpoD'RS fpokcn to Btf and to our childreii|i 
iHuiy as the Lord our God Dial) call- 
My deCgn ftom thefe word*, if to fhnr ti 
[■ ntr in which the Holy Ghoft gencraily » 
the hearts of thofc, who, ihrougb grace, 
»«fl:'i of mercy, and iranllited ''om the kiogi 
Udnikncfj, into ilie kingdom of '. '^d'l dcaiSoot, 
I Tay, geoerally ; for as Cod ■• a fnrcreigii aM 
lU ficr»t spirit bicweth not only on wbotnTTI 
prh«n and haw it liHeth. Tbcrefof: . hr h: it fi 

lu confine th? Almighty to one w / 
by, that «i! un^^crgo an equ^l dfgicv 
n, there is a holy variety in God's - 
mg hfflu; hU elc£t. But this we ivr , 
"lyi that, wherever there it a work !:t 
I aud conveifion wrought upon a (y 
. Holy Ghcit, whether by a prealer rt 
I jnvaxd rouI-irODble, dac» ihai which < 

t9U [be difciples, in the vords of thr tfxt* 
t Jhonld do whrn le came. 

If any cf yoa ridicule inw-"! -''= 
thfrs it no ftich ibing ae cc 
Hftly Ghslli I fear my p:; ,. 
iihscfn IJ you, ami that y[.'i: ■ 
I a9!is thaa it 1 Ipoke to you in ai: uc^ 
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171 


c pronufe in ibe text is tpade 10 th^vArid, 

kaow it will be fulfilling lilt rime 9uU be 

mre, I (hall proceed to exphin the genernt mjr 

rcbf the Holy Ghofl wotlu apon eveiy convatE^ 

Vt heart; and I hope th^ the UmA, eren 

I fpeaking, «ill be pleafed lo fulfil >i in 

T of your hearts " And nh-.n he is cone, be 

ill reprove the world of Gn, of tigbtcoufDcbt 

' 1 of jiidgraeni." 

e vote! which we tranflate reprove, oiighl to 

idered confince; and in theoiiginil it implie* 

riAion by way of argumeatatioo, and comiDg 

I power upon the tnind equal 10 a dcmoidln- 

A gieat many fcofFers of ihefe Uft days, will 

ub as they lernt preteodets to the Spirit, how 

'!el the Spirit, and how they kaow ibe Spiiiif 

Dught as well alk, how they know, and hour 

Mtl the fun whet it ihmes upon ibe body f For 

111 power Bod demonitracton duct the Sptrii 

tt-ork upon and convince ihe foul- And, ' 

>. convinces of fm ; and generally of foms 

b 6r. the worit ptrkaps ibe eonvi^cd pcifoa 

uilty of. Thus, when our Lord was con* 

'y the woman of Samaiia, h; convinced 

fctr adnlcery ; " Woman, nc call ihy buf- 

Bhe woman anl'wered, 'and faid, I hare no 

\ }riuB faid ur.to hrr, Thou had well (aid, I 

wufbind : for ihou hall had live hulbandf, 

bhom ih&u now haft, it not (by hufbstid; 

Thou irulv." Wi:h this, [here wear 

1 GonviaioD of all her oihet a£)oaI fins, 

Ihe " left tiEr wata-pon, and went her 

fce diy, and faith to the men, Ctitnr, and 

I thu loJd mt- all ibinfis that crer 1 did : 

U<r Chn« f " Thui our Lord alio dealt 

Jecuto* oHUl: he ccnvirnxd him f>rQ-of 

iliftf {KrCcciKion I <■ Saul, Saiilt why per* 
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\j, [ik* the Pharifees of old, go about to eAaWifli a 
own riiihteoufnert, and thinlc we (hall find aec 
csnce with Ga<t, if wc feck itwiili t^ars : findingd 
fekea dsfflned by nature and our aflual fins, we^ 
ihinlt to rpcommeQd ourfcWes to Gid by c 
and bop;, by our doings of one kind or anoib) 
inherit eieraat life- But, whenever the Com 
cotres into ihc heart, it cotivincee the foul of | 
rair« renn, and n:iakea the (inner to fee tbat a 
iif[hieoufnc(rea arc but as filthy ragt ; tbat hiJ 
woiIcB arc but fo many fplendid (ins ■, and tl 
the nicft pompouf fcrvices, he deferves i 
doom than cbu of the unprofitable fcmati 
ibtoirn into outer daikncft, where a weepiiiB 
waiiinx> and cnafhingof teeth. 

And vafi this dejtree of cjnviAton evetn 
ia any of your fouls? Did the Comforter ernt 
Into your hearts, fo as to make you tick of your d ' 
10 well as your lins '. W«re you ever, witb tbeg 
Apoftle of (he Ccfllileai mude to abhor your owi 
teoufncfs which ia by rhc law, and acknowtedi 
you dcfetve to be damned, though you fl 
■it yuur goods to feed the poor ? Were you a 
ite\, that your very repentance needed to be f ' 
of, and that cfcry cliinj in yourfeWes is butrf 
drbfi^ And that all thcaigum^nf ■ 
vuftcf, muH be out oi the bm i 
bw of God .' Were you evrr o 
of fbvertgn grace, and to fay. Lo; I, i: 
maycd {^aerae; if not. [hou mtiycll julUy iIji^i 
I have n^ihing 10 plead, I can in no wtfc \a\\\i_ 
fdf in thy fi([h!; m? brfV prrformrincca, 1 ii».m 
condcQui me , ' ''■,;.! 
free gr:ice ? '^^ 
now, ihehabu . 
been frequentf; ; 
pf oach it ia the ti:ait>^i' ol i^ puot pHtiUguif j^ 


kr.-^'Ttt. 
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pr jrim hare dime all, acknowledge that you bne done 
Kntng i and upon a fi:c1iDg eiputmental fenfe oF 
own unworthiners and Enfulncrs erery way, 
upon yOnrbreanG, and fay, " God be merciful 
> us Gun:r5? " If you never were thuj minded, 
i Cumforter oevtr yet efit^ually caroe into year 
kl«, you are out of Chrili; and if God (hould ze~ 
lire yoQi fouU in that condition, be would be no 
Rer to you than a confuming Gtc. 
Btit theie is a fourth fin, cf which the Comforter, 
■en he conkcs, couTinces the foul, nnd which alooe 
iiB'very remstknble) our LoM meniions, ai ibough 
was the only Qii worth mentioning ; fur indeed it is 
b root of all other (ins whatfoever : It is ihe rei|»niog 
Iwell at the damning fin of the vorld. And wnac 
V do you iniAginc that (in mav be ? It \t th^t curf- 
cd Goi that rooi of all other evils, I mean thr fiti of 
UObeiicI " Ol fiBi becaub ihcy beliere not on me." 

But diX4 the Chriftisn woiM, or any of you that 

hear mc (his day, want the Holy ChoU to cooviace 

yixi ni unbelief? Are there any infirieU here ? Yei, 

(O thrt I had not too great reafon to think fo) I fear 

inoft are fuch Not indeed, fucti tnddela as piofdrcdly 

deny the Lord that bought uf (though I feat too taxat 

cveivof fwcli monflcfs are in crery country;) tiotl 

mean fuch unhelicvcrt, that have oo more faith '\a 

!" ' - -rils themfelrcs. Perhaps you may 

Ck:Caurc you repeat the Ciecd, or 

till.. ■ I iiiciliMi of Faith i becaafe you go lo 

chuTcb or mJMiBg. lec'.iTc the facfameat, and ire 

taSptk ioto full commuoion- X liefe atehlcSed ptivi- 

lefja^ but Htl ihit may be done wlchoi^t out b.-ing 

frm- y^Wrti-it,. And 1 know not how lo AttiCX y"ur 

' ■ " jiih better, than by pu:iiiig to you 

vlont; hare you believed f V.'aulrt 

■ ly, as long « wc can remwnber, wt 

.,.;ver ilid dili.eiic»e. Thco this is a certain fign lh*£ 

-i>u hire DO trne faith at til : Wo, not fo much a» » 


^mo of nnilird-fef d : For if you beliere i 
fcfs you were f*nclifie<i from your infancy, 
(he cafe of fomc) yoa i " ' 


ufl know 
which you did aot believe 
f cTcr 


I 


CtirJfti and ihe Holy Gtioii, if cTcr you receive 
cofltioeed ycu ai ihis. Etcrn;:! Truth hw d 
*' nbcB he t« come he will convince the worM of f"', 
" bscaofc they believe not on me " 

None of tis believf by nature: But after iV; TT 
Ghoft hai convinced ns of the fin of our hji' 
the Gn of our lives dridduiieB, in order la cci. 
of OBt litur inability to fave ourfsives, an ' 
mtft be brhoMeo lo God, as for erery t!i i 
for faith (without which jt is impoilible in i 
be favtd by Chfift)he convinces us alfo, th^i ■ . 
no faitii. Doil thou believe ou the Son gt Gob ; <; 
(tie grand quc(\ion which the Holy Ghaft;iifl|i^ti 
(O the foul: At the fame time he work b *I^||Ah^ 
jxiwcr and demo nil rations, that the foql fe^ sS'lf 
oliliffed to confcftr. tb^E it has no f^ih. 

Xliii is a thing Jittle thought of by moft w&^ctll 
themfctves b^icvers. I'hcy dream thry rtreCtir^tn 
l)«caufc tbey live ia aChtillian tou;,r , - ;", , i; i. 
bom TurkSi ibey would believe > 
what it tliai which wcn commonly 
outwaid confent to the eftabliflit ' 
DOC you thus deceive your owni"-.: 
qrnie aootber tbitij;. Afk yo^.r. . 
wb(th<r or not the Holy G^ )(^ ^ 
winced you of the fm cf . 
ib devout (you may im.^;: 
fins, which you look cu . 
manner, as often as yiii. f. 
But .imong all your titu, iJ<d y. ■ 
and bewail tbat damning (in 01 v: 
ercr made to cry out. Lord, f'>.i 
give roe to believe oit tlwe ; O i 


>uH believe ! If pu never were ilius rfiftreflcd, ] 
, if ;oa never law ami Mt, that you had no 
h-» ccitaiti fign ibat (he Holy Gliott the Com- 
pter, never came into and worked Taviiigty upon 
^r fouls. 

«t is it noc odd, (hat tbe Ho!y Gbod Ihoutd be i 
led a Comforter, when it it plain, by the expe- 1 
Tpce of bU Gtid's children, ihat this work of con- j 
(ion it ufDiily alceiided with fore iowatd conflt£l8> I 
1 9 great deal of foul-trouble ? I uirtver, ibe Holy ' 
■ttll nuy well be termed a Cumfoneri even in this 
■ikt becaufc it is the ouly vray to, and ends in* \ 
■ft So\\A cumfbit. BlelTed aic they that ate thus ] 
BfKUd by him -, for Lbey (hall he comfoi^cd. Nay, | 
'rfe, but there is prcTent comfort, even in the ] 
:oavidJons: The foul fecrctly rejoices I 
It of its own mifcry, blelTea God for bring- i 
ptoE darkncft into light, and looka forward ' 
nforuble profpefl of future delirerances, j 
tngi that, " though forroxr may endure for a ^ 
i»gbt> joy will come in the momtog." 
***" fl it is that the Holy Ghod convinces the fotil j 
n&Btf il fo, how wretchedly arc they nuAaken,, 
Vthe light of the Spirit with the light of con- 
\iai fuch do, who fay, that Chiift lighttih 
Ethat cometA into the world, and that Ueht» 

"j will bring ua to Jefua Chrill? If luch I 

fe trite, the promife in ibe test wst iKcdirfs t 

1 Apo!l!c^ 'Tad already th^t lighti the woflJt 

: . had lh.it ight) and, if 

L'^^soi to Cimlt, ohy Wn« 

J ijo awiy to hciTcn, to 

) ...,u,L i^iloihiiforth.-^n^ Dnl 

[fait Ijpirit I It it the fpedx) -'ft ul God, 

k itlil fpccial gift, we can never come la 

t o( confciEnce vill accufe or convince in ' 
M 


I )S Hht tfaly Spirit nftwncing 

of an^r common Gti ; but (he ligln ' ' 

«n« ticvcr did, never will, ami n - 1 

ofurbdicf. If it could, bowcoiiit: 

I one of ihc heathens, who improved :: 

\ mre h) fuch an eminent degiec, waa c 

otunbHifff No, naiurul eonfcicnce cai 

this ; it is (be peculiar pfopeity of the I 

I ihe Comforter : " When be is come, h: t 

* (or cofvitict) the world of fin, of rigl 

' ftiiii judgement " 

We have heard how he coDvinccB of finr * 
now 10 (liew, 

Sfttnjly, What iBttierighteourncfi, of ^ 
Comfoner convinces ihe world. 

'Qy \\ir iKOJd rigbtmifii/s, tn for^!; 
til», Weare to unJeiltaDd (hatcoi,. 
we ought ropra£tifc bciween man . 
I Paul is fa>d to reafon of temperance r^: 
, bc{<}te a trembling Fdix. But here (u 
1 of Olhcr place* in holy writ) we are t 
lbs word righieoufncls, tVie iitlive an 
caceof the liear Lord Jrli , , < 

' fonal, all-fuf&cifnl ns 
>ugh:flut fortViat W.I , 

TinCC. " Of rirh"- ' 

' 1 §0 to the F 
it one argumer.- 
pfovs Chriil'^ fi' 

vaclief, and wc fee hiiii rti.i (nijte- Tor 
wiou^hi out a fuffidenr ngbteonrccft,' 
WOitU hate bim tcnc back, as not bi^Tinp d. 
he undcrtooki and wt fr.r " ' - ■" - Si| 

O ibc rii(hifpgfiicfj c;' 
foul, tb^t I maft hi- exc j 
qll ifiy difccutfies. I >>. i<, 
h»w nne Utmaa wiihtiu: it. \th.\ 
objeQ, or Arrciiiiaofi firphiftically 


. vm. 
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UKd righttw.fnefs ; yei wliwver know ilir» 

■ luft acUowIcdfii;, ltu( " ]cU>i. Ch 
■lul if (lie law for ri)>hienalnr fs, (utiii p 
lificatioii in ihs fight of GuilJ to rvtry o 
llicoeitt," and thai wc arc to be made tfae rijiln^- 
kfe D^ Goil in him. This, ud (bis oulir, a podr 
fercan lav ^'^^'^ of, as a fure anchor cf h-,> h>3<>e. 
tteveroihsrfcherac of raKuiionmin 7 

pwUiigc I cm Tee no oihei f^unr!^ . 
my htfpM of iiilvjtim, bu^ o i 
n^C per focal ri-h:eouf..r!s, impuicd [_ i , . _ 
'my, I believe, bsvc a miion.ilcoiiviclit^Lior, ^uJ 
bftilhrorin ihis: Ikii rational ccnvl^ions, if 
lio^ avail but little i ii niuR be i fj>iritiial> ex> . 
mul convid'DD of th: irirtb which is f^vin^. 
cfofe our LatA fayf, when ihe iW.y GhsU . 
■ be day uf bis {towa, it convinctk of th!> 
jafncfa, of the reality, compleiciiefs and fof- 
|p of it) to hfc a pair rniui-f. 
kSTC feCD how ihe Holy Ghoft convinces ihc 
filic fill (ifhiB nsiure, life, duiiesi anil wf the 

what then iimil the poor crea- 

;nB(t iiicviulily Jefpsii, if th«c 
dzti. When therefore ibe^piric 
:'. ouc of all his falfe tclh aul 
u'ihc|iiiifui&g-leave3cfb>sciwu 
;■! out pfihe trees .ji ihe gardai 
■m:..!.) .,„il p!.i.:'r.U.ii» .^.Vcd be- 


l.teotjf.ief*/' 
/ring tild' 


lia 

to ICC: 
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Tie Hslf Spirit emvinemg StXmJH 
-:r -r '■'-trth; Gnocr begins W £ee,| 
1 himfcU, yet inChrUl* 
jH no rightcoufoclj of tui3 
Mierc U a fulnel« of grace, aH 
it:, J fulucfs of righteoufnefa ill AsM 
LoKD Jesus, which, if once imputed to him) ' 
iDike him happf (or ever and eter. 

None aia tell, but thofe h^ppy (outs who bmfl 
^ pcricOMiJ it, with wbil demonftration of the 5 
thiaconvi£(ion cames. O honr amiable, asu 
sli-fuiScicnt docs the blelTed Jefus iii 
ivhst n:w eyes does (he foul rdw fee t 
ngbtcoufners ! Breihteni it ia unufterabl 
were nefcr thus convinced of Chritl's t 
in your own fouls, though you may b 
trin;illy it will avail you nothing; tf tb^ 
I never came favingly into your fouls, ll^' 
' comfortlcfs indeed. But ' 

What will this righteoufnefa avail, If i 
I h not in pclTf iVion ? 

Thirdly, The iieit thing therffnr; thr 
wh^a he comes ■ ■,-.-- 

By Ehc wo, c. 
grouoded peace, 
foul forms of iif 

of God to lay hold oa Chrill's rigUi' 
I believe \l alunp docs, when convinced B 
»er bcfcrc m-nr.'i-i^c) " Of iuJ; 
Lwrii ' ■ ■■■■-. 
the loi. 

WTPKgl- 

thii WOlW uju.l^'.;d." 

by faith, has pcaer with < . 

Chfill, aod can iriutnpr i 

i>tl^iiieirac, wHn i« be tint e-jrclrTin* m: f ''hS__ 

matt irined i* now tafl outt mj ftwi h iait II 


lit World tf Jin, &€■ lit 

«) ibePnnccof ihiswotlilwiL'cioineindacGtiCc^ 

t be i^fls DOW no ftiare in me : 'tht b\eikd Spiot 

!iich I bite irccived. nnd whereby I am enabled to 

iply Chrift's rightcoufncfs lo niy poor foul power- 

py convinces me of ihit : Why fbouM 1 fc2T? Or 

bvrhat fliall I be aftaiil, Gnce GoA'f .Spirit wiineflcs 

kb my finrit, tbac I nm 3. child of God ? The Lord 

bfcended up on bi^tii he ha led c^iptiviiycapiive; 

Lfaas received ihc Holy Gtiofl th« Comfonrr, that 

^of gifis for men ; and that Comfoner if cvnic into 

Ihcaa: heisfaiibfultbat hathpromlfed : I, even I, 

Lpowerfutly, rationally, fpiritually convicted cf Cn, 

iHGOufncCs, and judgment. By tMi 1 know the 

e of thiB world is ju'tged. 

lus, I fay, may we fuppofc that fouI to triumph* 

fwUcb the proraifc of the text is happily fulfilled. 

1 though, at the beginning of this difcoutfca I 

, inoA had never experienced any ihing of th!** 

li tbit ihercfiire this preachtn); mull be fooliOincfs 

klucb ; ycc I duubt not but there arc feme few bap- 

7 fouh, who, throUKb grace, have becu enabled K> 

hoi* Efi' (lep by ilep ; and notwithllnnding the 

uly Ghoi\ might nut dirc£tly work in the fioie or- 

b M 1 have ddcribed, and perhaps they cannot ck- 

■^ fay tl:e time «>h<:ii| yet tbcy have a well Brt-und- 

- Vence Lhat the woik is done, and that they hafe 

n convitired i^f Tint righuoufuefs, and judg- 

Ibmc way, cr at fame tim>- or anu'iher. 

' t what fliali I r^y to you > O thank God, 

.ord jcfus, tiuttk the ever ^ 'Std Triniiy, 

BieaicabLe pit: I-'or yon would iKver have 

Ughiy favoured, ha<t uol he rho firft fpoVe 

■D \itiht, loved you witi> an evcrlaiUtig 'ots* 

■toed yw by hi« Holy Spirit, and that toO, 

Wrcf any good thing forefeen in you, but 

[itaxtie's faikc 

ptbercTore, O bcliercrs, be humble ; LooL 
1 wbcoce foo have beta bewa j '£!■ 


: For ihaugii hell 
, and yon k 


lol fi<c gri« 1 admire defiing love, which li 
WtnaAe ynu w (Jiffcr froro the reft of yont || 
'HMC-n --.—■^, —■ .,:sUj;ht? Walt I 

■ill i)i- Provoke not I 

Epi,;> ... 

r«<l yr»j T 

Vietrbc- cl iLis w..-irH is judged i 1&.\i \ 
■Oidcf f;n>u lukewarm, or furgci your ftfltU 
|^X'>rd will vifit your ojTcnces with the rod of S 

ind your £n with fpiticual fcour^es. 
■ore litgh-mindtdi'hui fear. Rejoice, liut-H 
>iih irtmbtiiij!. As ihe tlea of God, ( 
y humbicnef^ ol mind, but bowdfi of C 
md pray, O pray for your tincon verted I 
Help mc, help me no v, O childten of Godkh 
lup my fianils, ae Aaron itnd Hur ouce hdj 
^uicls of Mofea. Pr^y whillt I am preaq 
■the Lord msy enable me to fay, I'hi* A\^\ 
nifc ru the t.xt fullilled in fonie poor fin) 
tfy mightify 'o God, and, with iV cm " 
violcDcet pu ! down bltlTmgs on your i 
Iieads. ChriJt yet lives and teigna in hra 
'ttfidu3 cf ihe Spirit is yet in his hard, an^'^^ 
rutclTttfion of it is proRtifed in th^ latter day^ 
church. And O that the HjIv Ghoft, liie I 
Comforter, would now cume down, and coan 
tliofr ib« ate ChrifUcfa among yoii. " of-fi 
•' rvghteoufnefs, and of judgment !" Otb«l|| 
once msdc willing to he convinced I 

But pertiiiif you had raihti St fil!;d i 
than with the !^pirit, and -r " " " ■. 
'jhoft from your fools, \ 
'Jod ? '■ Kjmer, fortiv-' ' 
" wh~i thrydo " V'.* ,.- ,1 1 

\Vhy? " that G ! 
■■ uttto himfeli . ' 
CiiriiVs iUadj h.: ■, 

»way cnntradt^trg sui hiaf;ihcmir£;. 1 ki_ 
would Jt^rc you hc^ni, UpOf ofyOU mi 


. let you go : 1 have wteftlcd 

Ind for my haters in piWafc, and 1 cnufl 

with you here in public. Ihougb of myfclf 

B do nottupg, and you can no asotc by yout owa 

r come to and bellere on Chritl, than Lazanu 

I contc fonh from ihc grave ( yec vbo knows 

God may beget fome of you again to a lively hope 

bii fooliQinefB of preadiiog, and that you may be 

C of thai world, which the Coffltortet u to con- 

c **offin. of riehieoufn;ft, and of judgment ?" 

r Chliil!er> fauTel do you know what a con- 

B.you are Jn ? Why, you are lying in the tiicked 

'he defil ; he lulet in you, he walks and dwells 

I, unlefi you dwell in Chri(t, and the Comfoiier 

Ihe into your hearts- And vill you conttoied- 

'a tliat wicked one ihcdetil ? Wh«#agc8w31 

Ft vou i Eccrual death. O that you would come 

drt ! The free gift of God through him is eter* 

He vill acctpt of you even now, if you wiU 

|r|rim. 'lh£ ComtorEcr may y(t come tnta 

u even yours. All that are now his tiling 

Ere once lying in the wicked one nn well an 

'blHTed gift, thU Hnly Ghofl. the bteScd 

ccited even tot ibc rebellious. 

y of you afi'c£lcd : But arc your pafTiDns 
mUe wnueht upon, ot are your fouls ttMy 
i lifdy fenle of the beinoufDefs of looc 
I of faith, and the precioufnefs of the 
>fJcfuBChtia? If fj, I hope the Lorxl 
tttcioui, and that the Coinfoner it coming 
hr bearu. O do not QUIc thefe couvi^oni [ 
away, and (Ir^iighiiray forget what maa- 
" "lie yjii !;m: heard, and thereby Ihew 
uarkingGofafear tranft- 
n ihr furface of your 
may b: finccrc (for he 
^.i. y..^ .. ,. „:.- ibai you ni ay indeed dc* 
bot tbe'tciLt to be fulfilled in yosr ibalfc 
M4 


I«4 7ht Hdy Sphittt 

Who ioovrt bat ihe l^n! nujr W gncio 
ber yoB bate no plej bnt Ibte/'riRii iic. 
four encouragcmeut ii!fi>i remember it 
inch ■■ you afc. to whom the Comtrrc 
wid whomhe U locODtincc: Wait ihsitfoie at \ 
iata'a g«ic8 I br bare ^lob-jbiliiy of haling « 
of luercy opened, is cnc-i-^h lo licep yon, fti^ 
CbriA jel'i.B cjime iaio the world lo fifC &d] 
chief of ihetu : You know nrt but he ruse t 
you. Do not go and tjoarrel wiib God'i dca . 
fay, if I am a trprobsK, 1 fiiall be daatned ; i 
ckacd, 1 fliall he fared ; Kird ibertfore I wia d 
tiling. V/h3th.ive you to do wiih Ocd's dn 
Secret ttiitgs belong to him ; it is yoor buH 
girt •' all diligence to make yootcnJlingapd c 
" fure." If there aic but few whc find d 
Jrtds to life, do you ftdvc (o be fonw c 
hnaiTiiol butyou may beirt ilic 
and tli3! your ftriviog m.>y be the meaiif 
iuiends to b'cfs. i" (jivt you an cn-iarr 
(?.i tiaC7:&'i|)U£. ] ou arc. ac lii.rctc; i 
*hc knotrs but ycu may fiao mcity ? ] 
ecr you bate done ali that you can. G 
ica: ypuofi, yet never wis a ficgJcrei* 
did all lb?' be .(.ii;d Thtugb ihcrefore 
vewiibcird, flrttcb tlirTD cut; :hoD^' 
|iOtcnt. &ck, .Tud lame, corn- IJe at (in 
liiiowt h\x* fay rnd ty ihe Lo-ri Jefus fl 
|»(l>i^n on you. ard fend, the 0>ti lotter a 
you of fin, fii^hfecu'rieft, uut cT jodgct 
Gvd f>ill ol C'Ji'pailico sod loi'g-'uffrir 
^u :ini' I bad bvfu !ong flnce lifcing c 
lorri-l.S. Giitliil! h.;ia peiisni v i-.ii i: 


bcaci ie toaclied wiih a fciife o) youi c 
oBroitrtlfulHiBh-PricftpoyJtndcloiratbej 


e yon rcDTtfatc ot K^ltei Oihelovcof diriftl 

me to bcfi-cih you ro come tokioi; 

|«!oy(m Tty{i,i{ ;<i, .r,-.a Cbi.ft, ihe Lord of 

icrs, ftre the i'cjt Redct^iricr m luilgiiig Ut 

ffcak Do nf:ttr P.-l'fV..'r-i-'-E-. jmvc Ctirift ywr 


ttli auti kiij ONI:.. '*i,u inliab'icih tttmity, 
f^condcfcnid ro hivUe you by his MiniAcrtf 
*itn can he ffown ym m hell ? Atid bow luotr 
t he mjiy this very ■Kllart, if job t!o not hear 
Di<l Miy )ct hatdcQ ibeii heaiis ^aiolt 
\ and piofpcr ? Coint then, do not frnd nw (bt- 
ilavay: l)onctkt mc hat e lesfon to ay out, 
4in! is, my leanneff I Do roj Irt tee jjo «cep- 
9 my cicici, and fay, "Lc>rdi they wJl) not bi:> 
report ; ' Lutdt t have called '.hem, sod 
jr wiU n&t anlwcr; I am unto ihcia sit a venf 
afajit fi'rg, and as one th*i playi upfra m pln- 
ftiorirunifitt J but tluir bfatw aie tunixinj: after 
[ -.1 tlic eye, the Ilift uf the fl^ib, rjld tiw 
iiJe of Vfe. AN'uuld yim be viliiiig that 1 n>:iild 
' ' D accouni ei you, ot make fugh a piayw 
B God ? And yet T r' fl not only rio t» h«rtf# 


>pcar in judpm 
111) come ioCfi[ 


I hi 


(.reifier, tnJdi^ 
eioielfiitrejj!"" 
voutotrake? 

'.".ud, to anfvrei 
L'oe can ttime, 
lefore adutcfa 
I in to I'cild ibe 


iit a God, whift ctiinpiC- 

^tiom D'hhc^cnjrex»rc ]C3 dftS 

bt'tt Ixiween thfc ciiMtlWms, fljcw 

■iii I^ iw now" fee tliy <)*ngomg«,! 


ihf almighty arml G« thjrrclf the vtAotyl 
poor ftiinert' licans. La not the word fpakd 
YiIk wjt«rfpiti upon ihc eiound. Scrxi ilon 
down. O great ni^h I'fkfl. the Holy !>pitit) I 
vjnce the VDtliluf 6nt ofrighieourncii, ^nd ofl 
Tncnt< Sd will wc gir« ilianki anil praiG: to dl 
Fither, iltee, O Son, and thee, O btdied Spa 
whoini as three Pi.-rfons but One God, )it »~ 
tiy angcle add archangels, hy cbcfBtHms t 
phims, and all the hcavcaiy hoitt, all pofTiblc J 
n>i{;tit, (najeflf, ard dominioa, now and (or ei 
tinun, Amtn^ Amtt. 


SERMON IX. 


THE CONVERSION OF ZACCHEUS- 


Luke xix. 9, 10. 

And Jefusfmd unto Inm^ This day is falvation come to 
this houfef for fo much as he alfois the fan (f Abra* 
ham. For the Son of man is come tofetk and tofave 
that which is loft.* 

* ■ ' • 

L O ALVATION, every where through the ivhole 

' O fcripture, is faid to be the free gift of God^ 

. through Jefus Chrlft our Lord. Not only free, be- 

^ caafe God is a fovereign agentt and therefore may 

withhold It from, pir^confer it on, whom he pleafeth ; 

. but free, becaufe tbe#e is nothing to b<s Ibund in man, 

Aat can any way induce God to be nterciful unto 

Wm. The righteoufnefs of Jefus Chrift is the fole 

caufc of our finding fevour in God^ fight : This righ- 

teottfnefs apprehended by faith (whfi^ I$..alfo the 

\ gift of Go4i makes it our own \ and this faiih, if true^ 

I will work by i&7e. » 

[, rhcfe are parts of thofc glad tidings which are J>u- 

i b!i{h«:d in the gofpcl^: and of the certainty of iHem, 

ttext to the exprcfs woid of God, the expericiice 4if 

^\\ fucu as hayc been faved, is the hell, and as I take 


l8& rhi Cemvftjiisn ef Zoahfi.s. 

»>, xht tuoft uinloiiht'.il proof. Tlut God wigfl 
Ue every Wiy, he has bcea plraferf »o l«»r ufl 
COcJ nunf iolVanccs of ihe fowei of hit grnet 
.<>i in the Cdvation of fcvcial perrons, that « 
ing )>ow br liealt with them, might from tb* 
fc[ the niaDncr *c rasA tspea to be tiealt wtfl 
fie-refi, and I»rn in trliat way wc ir.ult lootfl 
vaiion, if ff F iniiy dcfire to be made pttttak^^ 
jnkciitance with ihc fait?ts in light. 

The convcrGon of the petfon referred U» in 
text, [ ibii:k will he of no fmall fcrvlce to u» in 
miner, il rightly improved. I wouW liopc, mm 
y&u know who (he pcrfoti is, to whom ibc Loja 
fut fptr-ks i it is the Pdiiican Zaccheus, to r.1 
lumfe :li: blcfTod Jefcts faid, Salvailnn cune, 
«!,■ . li>; ;-,[ftn)uiice5 s foH of Abraham. 

V cti-lign (God helping) to make f 
I. liie coiivcilion, recorded attaq 
, vrrCcg, and then to enforce Uwjl 
CI ■.r.L- :cii, as an cncouragcmcia I 
Gnr-'js 10 cjun: to jcfus Ciirift " 
•' iMjii is come to leek and to fire I 

■ iiigciiA Luk: uilrcduce I 

lonvefrioti (hits, rcr ! 
I'i i>illi:d thtuvgb Jeijclio'' J 
ix [lis hultitefv to gv about d 
in the flmiainenl is cuvlh 
.. quicltanuK, 3ful clteerini 
1 io [hi: ;Snii ol KxfU'.; 


1. IX. t^ Cms/r/m of Z^tcchms. 

Zuchmt, who ««* the chi<f among IbePubti- 
c>ni, and he wan rich." 

Well might Ihe Erangelitl uOict b the rHaiion of i 

lie (Dan '6 converfion wiib Ihe wofd hhotd ' For, 

B^idin^ to human juilgmcni, how Tn'inf iiifur- 

punublc obllscles by in ihe way of it! Purely no 

: will fay ihere was Any titncJa in Zaochcu* for 

miton-, for we are tok) (hjit be was a PaMican, 

I tbcsbforc in all probabiliry a uotoricui fiancr> 

CPublicani were gath«rerj o£ the Roman nx<*i \ 

: infamous for (heir sb;>iiiinab!e»liirttcB : 
f very name therefore became h odiOuSt thai w« 
Jihe Ph<irifces often fffproachcd oar Loid, |W eery 
pkedt becalife he was a friend i)nio> and far liowa i 
rith ibcia. Zaccheaa then, being a Pubti- | 
_'^WU no doubt a linner; and, being cbief among . 
^Publkans, eoafequently was chief among (iRners. 
"_lir WM rich. And one infpiret) Apcftl* haEttdU 
Tthat not many mighty, not many ticWe, ars cal- 
Aiioiber faitli, " God has choren tiicpoor of j 
f «orId, rich in faith." Aad he whj -im ihe [ 
r and the Redeemer of the Af'oftlt^Si ^tTiires ii4« J 
(bat it is eiGer for a c;itne] (or cable-rope) to 1 
_9 throttgh the eye of a neeclc, than fiw a rit:h mui i 
» enter into the kingdom of GoJ." L*t nsKthere- 
e rich glory in the oiultitttde of tbcir richse. 
I rich as hr was, we are (old, rerfe ;{■ that " be 
[ lo fcc TefuB." And tSir wis a wonder 
Tfc. .- .....o^n r,.,,j- h. ,, ^ s,_,f Lord pUdly^ 
The Riii'titudf'i 
■ imi tft." law. 


7^ CeBVer/ha ^fZaeeheut. 
if ih^ meet with ihe litie t 
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fiom hs bad tMUnt fucH variout account*. But 

■ms i>c could DOt convi;nicnlly get a Cij^hi of him 

%e pteii, and becaufc he vias little of lUnue. 

1 bow vaxaj arc kepi from Teeing ChriH in glory, 

«r rcafoD of the prcfa. I rnejti how inanf a»c a- 

I ^-ned of being fingvbrly good, and (IiercfoTC follow 

mittlitudc 10 ilu evil, becjufc they have a prefl or 

-uitig of poljic acqiuintance I Ami, for ieu of he- 

>;' (ct at naught by ttiofc widi wliom ihey ufcd to Gt 

riicat, [hry deny the l.otduf glory, and arc atiumed 

' .■o»\r{-i him before men. Thtt bafc, thii fervile 

in, it the bane nf true ChrifUiiiiity , itbtiuga 

marc upon the foul, and istbc roin of len 

Far I am fully pcrfuaded, namUcti are 

_i.'i»itled of gofpel-truihs; but, no; being 

^ conlempt) ihey will not prot^cucc their 

I not reduce them to practice. U^ppy 

in Ma refpcit, at leaft, like Ziccheui, 

uvercome all impedimenialhat lie In tltejr 

■)<r of Qirill : For GndJng be cnuld not 

< !.'cc)iufe of Ihe picfii and (he Itttleners at 

I! ^iauiral llaiute, he did not fmtie upon hii breaH, 

" i dep^trti fviyiugi " It ia in vain to feeic after a fij^ht 

"' hire any longer, I can never attain unto it." No, 

iliidiflg he could not fee Chtift, if he continued in the 

miiin q1 rlii: pfcfs, " he ran before the multitude, and 

" ciimbrii up iDtoafycaaore-tree, to fee him j foihe 

" WJ^ ii p„'s tJiJt way." 

111'^ Chrift in glory, unlefs we tisn 
-, and arc willing 10 be in Iks 
;>ifeil few, who take thr ktni>d«m 

■1'*- v« .V" .. .-vr^^ (b 

.vay 


tya Tht amiTfisn tf Zacdtut,. ScrSi 1 

ciT-orff- irr», a.iil coefiilctinf:; the difficulty w 

i! L .11 i., we tn.iy (ttrAer ;c.,- 
r.ii, muft u!idc(|o ■ 
I lide.: conicmpt. / 

many, think you, l^ui-ti -it bitn as be r , i 
in liii: language oi Michnl, SjuI's dai; ■: 

hot/gluiiDUBtiidihe tiuii /,,H.cliCU& Idu), I 

forgettiog the greatneCB of his ttation, i 
1 pitifn! ^i&f mob, mid climbed up -i. i 
lofte an enthu(iaitic [ireachcr! But / 
::-■ ''-■- ..'(thlti hiscul-iofity w3fiH»on. 
no Jcfot wis, he did not vaK.: 
, .1. Xhue. and much more ^ 
- '.^bo hav; an effectu^il deHy 
in b-»ven: They wiii goon from (Iretijt. 
break thiough every dillkuliy lying in ' i 
erne not whiit men ur dcviU fay of cji >:- 
Miy ths Lord maki: ub all thus miudci:, iut nu i 
Smj'i filte 3 

At lenph, aft^r taking much pains, itud goin;- 
we rujjr well fupppfc) thntugh n»tich coniemM^M 
cheuB nM dintbetl the treei and '.here ' 
thinks, hidinthc ff:aycs ot it, and watching ^ 
flviuld r« Jelus p.ifs by : •* For he wai to pxCr 

, O h;3v;i!s, anJrej-'igc, O earth 'I 

\.\ .idtrc loverrigo. i:l«lut[;, ftec, jT 

i 111., (h-; everlaliirig Gori, thft F ' 

ibaaid uudcr the fig-trd 

'iiy, ROW fees btm id ihr 


<?o[tl))i of our higtiL 


Cmverjlah if' Zacehiuj. 


'« 


i fiM fcrow him J bcbold. CKrift does wbu 

»cr httr he did before or after, I mean, invite 

f to the houfe of Zacclicus, fiying " Zicchoia. 

bake hifU and come down ; for this day 1 muft 

T>ide at tby houfe.'* Not, pray Jet tnc abld*. butl 

Jabidcthisdayatihy home. He aifocaiiahim by 

le, aa ihoogh he was well acqoainled with him ; 

tiodctd well he might; for bia name was wm- 

n the book of lif«, lie was one of ihofc whom 

Sither had gi7cn him from all eicrnitf chrrE- 

c mud abide at his houfe that day. " For whom 

i\i predeftinate, tbem he a!fo called." 

: tbeii, as through a Rlafa, we may fee the 

: oi free grace ecLdcDtly exemplified bel«e 

ere was no fitnefs in Zsccheus ll-wai 3 

, chief among the Publicans [ not only foi 

I, and came to fee Chtiftonly oul afcufioGiy, 

wercign grace triumphs over all And if ivcdo 

jijft.cc, aod are cfFeaually wrouijht upon, we 

I acknowledge there was no v^-urr fimnV in m 

"lO^accbeue; and, had not Cli:.lt prcT-iurd ut 

i call, we hid remained dead i:\ trefpaUes and 

alienated fr»m iht di»ine iilc, creiuj other*. 

a looked up, and faw him. ard faid onto him, 

-•lew, make h»fte and come down; for this 

nuft abide at thy hogfc." 

what different emotions of heart may we 

! Zjccheus leoeifcd this invitation? lliink 

*ot thai he was fttrprifed to htar Jefui Chrift 

n by name, and not only (o. but invite him- 

'lis houfe i tiurely, ihinka Zsctbeu^. I dream : 

1 he ; how Hioald he knnw me ? ( n-vrr fa« 


I: :ii The day ct my jjtiwer. ' VVuh ihw outward 
ih^n; went an ciEcwiiooa power from Godl, 


I 


■ , j^ Jht Cmverfitn cf Z,tcchttts. Ser^ 

•bell fwKtlyover- ruled hii natmal will ; and »-. 

' focc, «ife 6. " He midc Uftc, and cam« down, L 
•< rrtciwed him jtjyfuItT," not '"■'r "<«» ^^* ^ol 
but alto into hU hcai-i. . .,jl 

Thui it i« the gre« God brings home his ciitl<l| 
He calls ill in by name, by his Word, or proTiderf 
he fpeiks TO ihem alfo by his Spirit. Hereby thtvi 

aOMiled w Of*" ^^'■'f ''^*"*' ^'"* "'^ "*"'* ,^ L 
jccdvs ihc Kint- ^f glory- For Zacchcua fake, 
tta nM emitely condemn people that come mln 
"Word, out of no better principle ibin cunoi 
Who know* hut Ood in^y call them ? It !« «•" 
be where the Lord is pafling by. ^lay »U wbi 
no«r prsftnt out ot this piinciple, hear tit* «»-- 
the Son pi Go n fpealiinR to their fouls, and To l 
thai they may li« ! Not that men ought ihtrefor 
take encouMgciitcai to come out of cunpHty, 
perhape a thoufand more, at other times, camefi 
Chrift out of curioiSty, as well as Zaccfcea^ ' 
wtte r.o: cffcftually called l>y his grace. I ootf n 
tioti this for the encouragement of mj €•■*■ 
Had the confolation of God's chilitco, who U 
apt to be angry with thofe who do not a«ei 
Wofd out of tore 10 God bat Ici Uw 
Brethren, prjy for them. How do you \ 
Jefus Chrift may fpeak to thei: ^.-'~: ■ 
woris from Chrift, appHe^i hy : . 
iheir fouU. " Zaccheus, fiys ^ 
" and come down Ami he i..: ■ 
" doiTT, and recci'til 1" 
I :i»»i -^bfaved in 1 ! 
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.li-'kc '■ 


\ng in Cfariil 

Vi* war rejo:'.. 

a-hole hottfc -, 

/.nd well ma) i , 

iVr with him they k- 
'.lon, an,d etero^l ret'; 


a an il! report upon our gofxi lanJ, aod tfonld il\aA 
Erfiuilc penpU that religion nil! make ibcm meUii-f 
lioly inAd. 80 far from it, that joy is one itifretli- 
Bt of the kingilam of God in the heirt of a believer^ 1 
I tlic kingilotn of God is nghleoafncli;, peace, lai 1 
J joy in ihe Holy GhoR." To rejoice in the LotJ, T 
I a gofpel duty. Rejoice in tlie Lorij always, stul J 
bain I fay, rejoice. And who c&u be fo joyfni, as I 
bfe who knoiv th>t ihrir pardon %i Tnlcd be^'ore I 
i^y go hence and sreno more rrciif The f^dly mtiyi I 
pm I canriot fee bow any ungodly men can itjaicc :4 
^ey cannot be truly cheerful. What if wicked mm 1 
Bay fo(netimtB,havc laughter aniongfl ibcm ? It 19] 
ply the laughter of foals i in ihe midtt of it there is I 
bitviners ; ai the bell, it is bni like the crsckling of 1 
(omt under a put \ il maltee a blaze, but fboii gac»fl 
t as for the jrodly, it u not fo wiih them ^1 
r joy is foltd and lailinE;. As it !f 3 joy that s 
mger. intermeddleih not with, foil la a joy tlint 
9 man dk^th from them, it is a joy in God, • joffl 
jnfpeakable and full of glory- ^ 

j It llionld fefm that ZaccheuE wai under tvt\*{ 
Eflreft but a little while; " pcrhap«," fiiys fitithrit. ii 
lit book CDirtled, The trial conceroing'a Jirinj^In 
■reft in Chrift, " not aborc a <)uartcr of an hoot ;' 
I tdd, perhaps not fo long: For as one oI>fcrv<tf|^ 
■aetimes the Lord Jefui delights to deliver fpcedily. 
pgd is 3 furer-ign agent, and wmks opon bi» cKil- 
1 iheir eOe^al calling, aieenrdJn); m the roun- 


• ':!) received the ipirii ot 
" Wc kmiwnorBhxcZic- 


^^■chcu on 
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chcu underwent befofcfaetiKd: Howctct tlii» « 
Ihing I kDow, lie now believed in Chrid, and i 
jaDioed, or acquicted, aud looked upon aa rigbcci 
in God's fight, though a Pablican, chief among G 
Foblicanfi not many moments before. And thugl 
ii with all, thai, like Zacchcus, receire Jefu» Chr^ 
bjr faith into their hearts. The very moment tbi 
find reft iti him, they arc freely juftified frona, t 
things from which they could not be juflificd I 
tbelawofMofesi " for by grace arc we faved, ibrou 
■* faith, and that aot of oarfelres, it is thcgiftof G 

Say not within youifelves this is a licentioutf 
tinominian doctrine ; fpr this faith, if true, wiU « 
by Ime, and be produ^ive of the fruits of hoiii 
oee an ioftance in this convert Zaccheus : No 6> 
had be received Jcfus Chrilt by faith into bit hei 
bta be evidences it by his works : For ver. 8. we aie 
*' told Zaccheus flood forth, and faid unto the Lord, 
*' Behold, Lord, ihe half of my goods I gite &dio ilw 
*' poor \ and if I have taken any thing from anj c 
" by falfc accufation. I refiore him fourfold." 

Having believed on Jefus in his heart, he now a 
ConfeOion of bim with his moutb unto falvatioa- i 
chcns ilofid fonfa : He was not afhamed, but fl 
forth before hi* brotbet Publicans; for tiue^iihc: 
Qdtallfcn-ite, linful fear of men ^ " And faid,Bebo 
*' Lord." It is remarkable, how readily peofdv J 
Scriptare have owned the divinity ot Chnft iaiO' 
uely, upon thetr convcrfion. Thus the wonai 
Jacob's Weill "Is not this the Chria?" Thus t 
luan boin blindt " Lord, I bclicTCi and worfiupi 
M bim-" Thnt Zaccheus, *' Behold, Locd." 
ihoontElUblc proof this to n\t, ih\'. thofc who <| 
our Lord's divinity, nc»r; ■ 
If tiiey had. 'hey wogid n 
they wouti! fcofa to deny :.. 
head. " Zaccheo* UooJ iui:ii, .m 
** Lord, th'^ half of my j;ootls t |iTC co tbi 
if I ha TCtaltc Q any thing fnwi an; nunj 
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I cufation, Iredorehtin fourfold." Noble fniitg oFb 

pe living failh In the haiA Jerut \ Every word calls 

r ouf notice. Mot fome fnnall, not the tenth part, 

bt the half. Of what ? My gooUs i things that were 

jiuable. Mygoodsi his own, not anothcr't; l^'ivc: 

■bt, I will give wheti 1 die, when I can ke<-p them 

r longer; but, I give now, even now. Zaccbeus 

ptild be his own executor. For whilll we have lime 

k (hould do good. Dm to whom would he give half 

phis goods ? Not to the rich, not to thofcwho were 

ndy clothed in purple and fine linen, of whom he 

Ighi be recompenfed again ; bur to the poor, tbe 

'mcd, the halt, the blind, from whom he cttuld ex- 

t tjo rccompencc, til! the rcfvirtcttion of the dead- 

I give to the poor." But knowing thnt he muft be 

", before be could be charitable, and confdotU 10 

infelf ihit in hit public adminiftrationi he had 

(onged many pcrfone, he adds, " Ancl« if ' have 

'iaken any thing from any man by falfe accufstion^ 

' *' I reltore him fourfold." Hear ye this, all y« [hat 

make nn confcience of cheating the king of bis (axes. 

or oi buying or felling tun goode If ever God gives you 

true f:tith you will never reft, till, like Zaccbeui, you 

have made teftilulion to the ulmoft of your power. 

I fuppofe, before his convetfion he thought it no hxrnt 

to cheat thus, no mote than you may do now, and 

pleated him fdf frequently, to be Cure, that begot rich 

by doiu^ fo: Qut now he is grieved for ii at bis heart t 

be confcJTea bis iajiillice before men, and promtTu to 

make ample rr(li<u(ion. Go, ye cheating Publicans, 

learn of Zaccheni, go away and do liVewifi: ; if ytni 

do am make refKtution liere, the Lord Jefus uiall 

''- - ■■■ -.-"'■-rs your lins before men auil angelB, 

f -r it, when he comet in ibeglory^ 

I'fgmcDt hereafter. 

< i:)i gu<?d reafon intght i>nr Lord 

ic (atvation come to thia 

i:! ihc ton of Abiaham { 

. by a fpititual birth. He 


\ 


'9» 
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«jB mafic pamfcer of Jikp precious failh whbl 

iMtn : Lik« Abmtuin, h< tielicved tin the LonI, aoJ 
it w«B accounted to him for ngbieoufnefi> : His In 
like Abraham's, worked by ]<jvc; and 1 doubt i 
but he has hccu loiig Once fuiing in Abiahaai'i L. 
b^i> 

Anil now ate you not aOiamed of yoBtfelrej, w 
fpcak againU (he dofttincs oE goce, efpecially ' 
doAiuie of beiHj; juttified by faith alone, a« ihu:' 
it leaded to licentionfnefs ? What can be ato-.i- ■- 
juft than fuch a charge ? Jb not ihe itiftance of '/. 
chcui. » fuflicieni proof to the contrary ? Have Ilh- 
cil it to fervc my own turii ? God foibid. J'fi ■ 
bfft of (ny knowledge 1 have fpokeci ihc iiuth iii j 
ceri:y, and the truth as it is In Jcfus. I do^ir::: 
that vc ate (avcd bygiacc, and that we are juftititi! 
i>y faith atone -. Itut I ilo alfo afTirni, that faith mull 
be evidenced by good works, where there u a 
'pbt.'uniiy o[ pcifoiining them. 

V/bat thetefoie has been fuid of Zaccbeuu 
fcfo: 311 3 ruJe. whereby all may jud^c whettlT 
ba*c /aidi or not. You liy you have faiih i bq 
do ycti prove it ? Did you ever bear ihel 
■util you by name ? Were you ever R:ade ii 
rsH? l>id ycu ever, like ZaccheuE, rtceivq 
'I'ily into yout bearrsf Ajc you !nfl|H 
: friu fay you have, to (land up and G 
■lis belore men ? Were you ctCT ■ 
. ^ . jwii, and huii.ble yoiitfclvcB for, 
uilcuccs ? Uoet ycur faiib work by love, k 
Cunfcifmivuflv lay up, according aaGcti h 
I'd yoU) li^r the fui^poit of ihc poor i Do }o< 
4llDs of all thiugs that yoii.poffift.? * ' 


n»de due rrdttution u> thofe 


,< ha 


To, bappyatc ye; fainrioti is cuttcU 
you ate for.1, you are daagbteri of, yeti^ 
be emlsltinely bkfled wiili Caiihful Abr^ 
if yoa are nut thus miaicif do not dccnwf ji 
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: tfaou){h jrou mny t>Ik of juAiEcation bf'ftitb, 
ingcls, it will do you no good ; it vUl only in- 
: ygui d^oinaiian. You hold the iiuih, but it in 
nrightcoufncfs : Your faith being without works, 
kd i you have the devil, not Abrahanit for your 
r. Uniefs you get a faiih of the heart, a faiih 
:ng by love, with devils and damned fpirit«<-fl»U, 
dwell for evermore. 

t is lime now to enforce the latter part of ihc 

For the Son of man is come to fcek and to 

■ve that which was loft." Thef= words arc fpokcs 

par SAviaur, in anfwer to fome felf- righteous 

":es, who indead of rejoicii^g with the augelt ia 

I, 2t the conveifion ot Tuch a finner, murniuredj 

t he was gone to be a gucft with a man tiiat 

a a rmner." To vindicate his condn^, b< lelle 

that tbis was an iO: agreeable to the dc£ga of 

ig ; " For the Son of man is come to feet 

fcve that which w« lofl." He niij;ht have 

' Son of God." But O the wondciful coii- 

■nGon of our Uedeemcr! He delights to I>yie 

':lf the Soil of man. Hecame not only to hvc, 

t to feck and to fave that which was loR." He 

Itto Jericho to feek and to favcZawheuSi forother- 

I Zsccheus would never have been favcd by hnn> 

' om wbcn.;e came he ? Even from hcavtn, hi» 

Lug-place, to this lower earth, ibis n\e of icatE, 

' :k and f;ive that which was ioil ;"* or all thai 

mfelvcs loit, and are willing, like ZaCchcng, 

ve bim into iheir beans to five litem i with 

Igieat a faltatiou ? even fiom the guilt, aniliUlo 

Vibc power of their (ins-, lo moke diem Wiis of 

-od joint-heirs "iih liimMf, and i>;ruUr6cf 


i 


I- bb Futhci'* ihfcnc, ta obeyuig 
!.>ngingi;t'(ni:bccrofs: AU ibsc 
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done and i'ufi'iired, merely to fatiafy, and proM 
a rightcoufnch for poor, lolt undone rinnerif &ndl 
too without rcfpt£t of perTons. " That wbicha 
" loft:" nil of every nation and language, thit \ 
bewail, and are truly deCrous of being delivered £ 
ibci; loft ftate, did the Son of man come down vA 
aiH to fave : For he ia migbty, not only fo, but 1 
in., 10 fave to rhf uttermo(t all that come to 1 
thi ' nim . he willin no wife caftthem out. Fori 
llic DiRic to-day, as be was yefteiday. Uecomesfl 
to (inner?, as well as formerly ; and, I hope, hatb, 
rneovt tbisday to feek, and, under him. to bring t| 
foon o' you, the loft (heep of the houfc of lfr( 

What fay you f ^hi.U I go hoir.e rejoicing, 
that many like fhcep have gene alliay, but they ■ 
now believed on Jefus Chrift, and fo renitited ll 
lOlhe^rcut Sht-pberd and Bilhop of ihelr fouls^l 
tbe Lord would be pteafed tbuB to prolper itlf b 
wotV, I care not how many kgalift^ andfelf-rigln 
I'r. . I liseg murmur againU me, for offerio^ fi""" 
I ' : wof [t ot fiuncrs : For I know [he oui. 
^: to ftek and to fave thcnii and ibeLoT 
u:,. now be a gucft to the wotft I'ublican* t 
Uanei tt<at is amoiigft you if he iloi^e but h 
biv> Make 'uafte then, O fmneiE, make,' 
CdArc U faith to Chrift. Then, this da^ 
hour, nay this moment, if you believe,' 
fiwUrome and make bise ernalabude ia'j 
Wli|<h of V m 18 made willing lo i 

ltJo*y ? Which of you obeye ihe call, , 

did i Ab& ! why do you Hand ftill } How Icon 

whether J'-fus Chrift may evet call you a^vin ? t 

tben.poar,gui<iy (irnprs : come aw.n-, uo^r, lofll 

•lone I'ublic^inE ; Make haftc, \ ■' 

W Jefus Chtift. The Lord cl 

lilnfelf to come under the filiiy 

of your fouls. Uo not lu afr^i^l ^i 

>.: e-ill fill you with all i^atc and inr i 
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Do not be afliamed to run before the multitude, apd 

to have ali manner of evil fpoken againft you falfely 

for his fake : One fight of Chrift will make amends 

^ for all. Zaccheus was laughed atj and <' all that 

t <' will live godly an Chrift Jefus, (hall fufFer perfecu^ 

i** tion/*^ But what of. that? Zaccheus is now 

I crowned in glory ; as you alfo (hall (hortly be, if 

1. you believe on, and are reproached for Chrift's fake. 

I Do nor, therefore^ put me off with frivolous excufes ; 

I there is no excufe can be given for your not coming 

: to Chrift. You are loft, undone, without him ; and 

I if he is not glorified in your falvation, he will be 

1 glorified in your deftrudion ; if he does not come 

I and make his abode in your hearts, you muft take 

I up an. eternal abode with the devil and his angels. 

I that the Lord would be pleafed to pafs by fome of 

I you at this time ! O that he may call you by his Spi* 

lit, and make you a willing people in this day of hia 

• po«r«r I For I know my calling will not ^o^ unlefs 
he, by his efficacious grace, compel you to comt in. 
t> tb V yoix once fdt what it is to receive Jefus Chrift 

» into your hearts! You would ioon, like Zaccheus^ 

j ,givc him every thing. You go not love Chrift, be- 

; caufe you do not know him \ you do not come to 

him, becaufe you ^q not feel your want of him : you 

• are whole and not broken-hearted ; you are not fick, 
at leaft not fenfible of your ficknefs \ and therefore, 
no winder you do not apply to Je&$ Chrift, that 

\ great and almighty pfay fician. You do not feel your* 
felves loft, and ther^for^ do not &ek to b^ found in 
Chrift. O that God would wound you with the 
^r<l of^iis Spirit, and caofe bis arrows of. convic- 
tion, to ftick deep in your hearts ! O thsit be would 
hxi a r^y of divine light into your ftnils ! ¥ar if you 
^ not feel yourftslves loft without Chrift, yotfjste of 
all men moft miferable : your fouls are dead; you 
are not ordy an image of hell, but in fome degree hell 
itfelf ; yott cariry hell about with you, and you know 


\ 
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it not. O that! could fee iomt of you fenGblfe!^ 
tiit», and bear you cry out, " LfJtd brrak ihis I 
" iieait; Lord, deliver me from the bwly ol I 
** death i draw me, Iiord make me vLiUiag to i 
" after ihec ; 1 am loft-, Lord, favc me or I peri 
Was thU yaur cnfe, how Tood would the Lord firt^ 
I'orih his almiglity hand, and fay, be of good ( 
it is I ; b-' ROI afraid ? What a wonderful calm WO j 
ihen pullcfo your troubled fouls! Yout fellovi 
Mtuld ihen be with the Father iind the i>on : 
life wrtild be hid with Chrilt in God. 

Some of you, I hope, have cspecienced ihis, _^ 
on iay, I was Icll, but I am found -, 1 was dead, but] 
am aljvc agaiii. 'I'he Sou of man came and fought 
inc ifl xScts day of bis power, and faved my tnful foul. 
Jind do you rep<nt that you came to Chrirt ? Has 
be not hem a good Mafter ! Is not his prefciice fwcet 
TO your fouls ? Has he not been faithful 10 bis pio- 
mife? And have you not fouud, that eicala doing 
jod fulTeiing for him, there ib -n exceeding ptcfeiil 
lircbC icwatd ? 1 am pcrfuaded you will anfoer, Yej. 
t^ then) ye faintE, recommend and t^lk of ihe love 
of Chftft to others, and tell ihem, what great tbinge 
ibe Lord has done for you \ This nuy cncoange 
otbUB to come unto him. And who knowB bet thf* 
Lord may make you fithers of men ? The floiy oi 
~aci;hcns wae left oa record for this purpofe. Nu 
ru!y v&nvicicd foul, aficr fuch ^n inlUnce of diTiiK 
baa been laid before him.iiecddtfpitrof mtrty. 
t if you are Publicans? W.is ■ '' :' 

iWican? W'hatifyou aie chid aim : 

'at cot Zaccheui Ukewifc ? Wb^: 
iVii not Zacchcus rich lufo ? i\ . 
[ruw made bim more ihan tor.tiuen 
\t^QiX9- AlJ ihiniri nrc pi;lT.Wr to Je( 

^t!ntT>^ ia 100 h«rd lor him : it< i» iLe 1^ 
!y. Cue nicuniainfi t»l firfrnuft.aU fall^ 
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sreat ^erubabel. On him God the Father has hid 

rae iniquities of all that fliall truly believe ; and in 

His own body he bare them on the tree. There, 

there, by faith, O moorners in Sion, may you fee 

your Saviour hanging, with arms ilretched our, and 

bear him, as it were, thus fpeakin^ to your fouU; 

« Behold hqiiv 1 have loved you! Behold my hands 

^ and my feet? Look, look into my^ wounded fide, 

•^ and fee a heart flaming with love : ' Love ftrongcr 

^* than death. Come into my arms, O finners, come 

*• wa(h yqur fpottcd fouls in my heart's bidod. See 

f^ here is a fountain opened for all 'fin and ail un" 

f^ cleannefs ! See, O guilty fouls, how the wrath of 

•* God is now abiding upon you : Come, hafte away, 

#* and hide yourfelves in the clefts of my wounds ; 

^' for I am wounded for your tranfgrelfions ; I am 

<^ dying that you may live for evermore. Behold, as 

** Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the^jldernefs, fo I 

^^ am hcrtt lifted up upon a tree See how I am be- 

<* come a curfe for you : The chailifement of ycrur 

'f< peace is upon me. I am thus fcourged, thus 

«* wounded, thus crucified, that you by my ftripcfs 

«* 'm«y be healed. O look unfo me all ye trembling 

M finners, even to the ends of the earth ! Look unto 

<^ me by faith, and you fliall be faved : For I can^e 

M thus to be obedient even unto death, that I n.ight 

•* favc that which was loft." 

'And what (ay yQutothis, O finners? Suppefe 
jrou faw the King of glory dying, and thus fpeaking 
to you; would yott believe on him ? No» you would 
^oV,' tmlefs yoii believe on him now: For though ke 
is dead) he yet fpeaketh all this in the fcripturc ; nay^ 
in tStlXi f^iys all this in the words of the text, *• The 
^ Sc>n of man is come to feck and to faye that which 
^ ' '^ Do not iKerefofe any longer cnicliy 

J glory: Bring thofe reb^rls, your (inii, 
-^^ *"^^' not have him ro reign ever them, brir^ 
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5enn, 
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a out to him : Thouek yoQ cannot Say tbem 
ttlnt, yet he will fl^y (hem for you ibe povcf 
hia death and Tcfurreclioa is as great now as fomeri 
Make hade ihfrefore, make hafte, O yi ~ "- 
aiid (inner), and ^ive the dear Lord Jtfus your he 
your whole hearts. If you lefufe to hearkco n 
callof the I^id, remember your damnation mill; 
juit: I am free from the blood of you ull : Tom 
acquit my Mafler and me at the terrible day of Ji 
ncm. O that you may know the things that Dl 
toyoui everbding peace, before they are CC 
hid from your eyes ! Let all that love the Lord 
Chritl in linearity fay, Amen. 


SERMON X 

THE POWER OF CHRIST'S RESURRECnOi 

Philif. iii. ici. 
7bat I nwji hiowj him and ihit power cf bii 

THE apodle, in (he verfes before tSe text, I 
been catiiioiiing the Phitippi.^ns ID bewar 
thr roncilion, Jtidaiziog teachers, vlio eDdearntml 
to fob»crt them fioin the fiinpliciiy ■ f 
telling ilitm, they (lilt ought lo be t . ' 
eifieu attd all the other ordiniinrrs 
i!-jt ihey might noi think he iprA 
aoci toiwemocd ibcir tccri 
'icanger to the Jcwifn <1 
iliem, that if any oitirr m-i i 
he niighc tfufl in ibe fldh, or f-rvk :j ';■ 
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e outward privileges of the Jevi, he had mon i 

For he W39 ctrcumcifed the eight flay ; of the ftocle 

of iftael (nat a profclyie, but a native IfracliteO of 

(he tribe of Benjamin (ihe tribe which adhered to 

idah whca the others revolted ;) an Hebrew of ihc 

^ewE (a Jew both of the father and motbei's 

L) an.d as touching the law, aPharifee, the ftri£t- 

t amongft all Ifrael. To fhew that he was no 

s in religion, through his great, though mifguid- 

tal, he had perfecuted the church of Chrift : and 

kiching the righteoufners of the law (as far is the 

■fees expoGtion of it went) he was blamelef*, iiid 

Ikept it from hia youth. But, when it pleafcd 

[God, who feparaied him from hia mother'a womb, lo 

~0cal hia Son in him, What ihmgs were gain to 

iJhe fays) tbofc privileges I boafltd myfelf in, 

lYough^E to be juiUficd by, I counted lofa fot 

And that they might not think he repented 

E had done fo, he icUa them, he was now mote 

pmed thao cter in his judgment. For, fays he, 

a doubtlefe," [the exptclCoh in ihe original rifea 

[aboly triumph) " and I do colioc all ihia^S but 

phe excellency of the knowledge of Chriit 

\^ Lord." And thai th-iy might not objeft 

■e£ud, and did not, he ac<iii4int« them, he liid 

I proofs ot the lincerity of cii fi; ptoFcQirtns, be- 

^for the fake of them, he h^d lutfifcJ ihe Jti& oE 

f worldly things, and ftill was wiiling to do 

b; for, " I count them but dung (no m^xr. tEiAtt 

mis Utrown out to djgs) fo thai I may wiii (oc 

' ^l»c a faving inierefi in) Cbria, and be fautwiin 

■ liim (as the tuanfl^yer in the ciiy of refu;;o) iiO( 

'n?.inn/ mv liw" liahfcoofiieG, which is o( the la*," 

' iMving Abraham for my fa:Tier, or 

.'hiLioufncfii which 1 have donff. 

If re as a balance for mj c^ 

-:i!i wtiich ij chrough the faith of ChriRt 


tfcc rigfattoufncfs which is of God by fxtihi m 
tcQnriKfi oF God'K 9 [) pointing, ^rid whtcli will be i 
pnte<t tn me, if 1 believe in Chrtft, "that 
*' kiiowhtm, and the pnwiir o) .lis rcfucrc^ion 
tJi« I may have an expL'rimcntal kno*kdf»e of 
dHcacr of his rtratrcftion, by feelinj; ilie i^iRui^ 
of his Ueflcd Spirit on my foul. In which vrordlj 
tilings arc imnli"(! 

Firfi.Thu jefufl Chf ifl did life from the dead, 
Su^dly, That it highly conccfiis us to know I 
k pwccr cf bis rifing a^W\n 

Accordingly in ihc following difcourfi: I OatlSil 
Atxti.BT to (liew, , 

Firjl, That Cluill \i rifen indeed fum thc^ 
Mid that it V3S aeceiX^^J for him fd to 80 ; and^ 
Steondly, That it highly concerns us to knovi 
^cipcricnc- the power ot his r 1; fur recti on. 
fi^, Cbrift isirdcfd fifen. 
'fhu jefuB Ihould rife from the dead v 
'" ly ncteflitrif. 

(. Firll, On his ovn account- He bad « 
f peitrd to this »s the lall and moll convincing fini 
pb£«i>ul*l Rivc them that he tt^z - .■'^' 

' Thcj'c (hiW no other fign be 1:1 
' liftn CI the prophet Jonas. Ar. 
' li^iB temple of my body, ar.d ki ;,i,.-. .U^. i 
* liuiid it up" Which words h;« eiiemieate« 
L licredf and urged it as an argumenCf to inducff^ 
I to giaiit ihem 1 watch, 10 prevent Iii^ be'mf Sm 
I Wit of the ^ravc- " We t^ow 
" whi]tt he was yet aiive, after li 
'• imaJn." So that bid Iir nm 
mishl ha*c juftly fjid, r-s '■ ■ • 
an itnpoftor. 

c. Smfidly, It tt-asr--- 
■• rite affMct.fiye lite a(.. 
«r thit toe debt we o^t.' 
be fulf jr iansfied ifld dif. : 
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It had pleafed the Father (for ever adored be his 
infinite love and free grace) to wound bis only Son 
for our tranfgrcffionsy and to arreft and confine him 
• m the prifou of the grave, as our furety for the guilt 
we had contra£):ed^ by fetting at nought his command- 
ments. Now had Chrift continued always m the 
grave, we could h%vc had no more. aflurahce, that 
[ our fins were fatisfied for, than any common debtor 
i can have of ^is creditor's being fatisfied^ whilft his 
. furety is kept confined. But he being releafed £rom 
f the power of death, we are thereby afiured, that^viib 
I fai8 facrifice God wap well pleafed, that our atone- 
I ment was finiihed on the crofs, and thathe had made 
B full, perfefbf and fufficient facrifice, oblation, and 
fatisfaftion for the fins of the world, 

3. Thirdly f It was neceflary that our Lord Jefus 
ibould rife again froin the dead, to aflure us of the 
certainty of the refurre£don of our own bodies. 

The do£lrine of the refurrefbion of the body was 
entirely exploded, and fet at nought among the Gen- 
tilest as appears from the Athenians mocking at| and 
calling St* Paul a babbler, and a fetter forth of ftrange 
doftdnesy ^en he preached to them JESUS, and 
the tefurre£^n. And though it was believed by 
moft of the JewSf as is evident from many pafias^es of 
Scripture, yet not by all; the whole (tGt of the Saddu- 
cees denied it. But the refurre£tion of Jefus Chrifl 
put it out of difpute. For as he aded as our rcpre- 
fentativcy^if he our Head be rlfen, then muf^ we 
aifo, who are his members, rife with him. And a6 
, . in the firft Adam we all died, even fo in him our 
L fecond Adam we muft all, in this fenfe, be made 

alive^ * ^ • ' - - 

! As it was neceflary, upon tbefe accounts^ that our 

I Viefied Lord (hould rife from the dead ; fo it is plain 
i beyond cdntradiftion, that he did. Never '^ as any 
\ mailer df h& better attefted ; ncve^^ were more prc- 
( cautions made life of tOTprevent a cheats He wjie 

r 

i. « _ 


"fht Payitf ^ 


\ 


Iwried ill t fepulchre, hewii out of a roclt, To ihi 
could not he f»id that wiy digged under, and c 
vcyed him away. It wa« a fepiilchrc alfo where! 
ncTcr man before was laid ; fo that if any body d 
rife from theocc, ii mufl be tbe body of Jcfus of K 
zarcth. Befides, ihe ftpukhre was feaJedi a gRl 
flone rolled over (he mouth of it ; and a band a & 
dicis (confiding not of friends, but of hla | 
enemies) was let to guard it. And aa for I ' 
coming by night and dealing him away, 
gcihcr improbable ; for it wae not long i 
they had all focfakcn him, and they wetc 
backward in believing his refuneflio 
pofing it was true that ibey came whillt t1 
flept J yet the foldiera muft be cad into a d 
iodeed, that the rolling away fo great a flimc a 
awake foir.e of them. 

And our blelTcd Lord's afterwards appearii^ll 
fundry timesi and in divers manners, to his d^&iji' 
as wtlea they were aiTcmbled together, when . I 
ware wHkio;; toEmoiaus, when iheywcrefi" 
nay, and condefcending to {hew then 
feer, and bis appearing to abovs £ve 
ihren at once, put the truth of bis refurr 
of all difpuic. 

Indeed iherft is oneobjectinn that i 
agatnQ what has been faidi that th« boolu 
thelc h£t» are recorded were writtten I 
ciples. 

And who more proper (Wrfon* than i 
wers eyc-witnciTcs ol what they related, a 
ith him »firr hU rrff)rrrflif.n ? ' 


■ illit. 

.SDfj 




a phia r. 
milf-n; in Ifi.ifl N^.- ■ 
;v( -,-itnriL-i: For I.--.- ■ ■ 

(F^fc lifs lo be fufpcitod oi icli'lng u 
paiiiculaily, (wet (hcjr laid dowo tnti 
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tteftimony of the truth of it. We read indeed of Ja- 
j cob's telling a lie, though be was a plain man, in or- 
der to get his Father's blelTing. But it was never 
[heard fincc thb world began, that any mad, much Ifefe 
|a whole fet of men, died martyrs for the fake of an 

liRtTuth, when they themfelves xi^ere to reap no ad- 
^tantage from it. ^ " ^' 

No, this fingle circumftanc?i^Voves them to be If- 
[raelites indeed, in whom was no.^uile. And the 
i Wonderful fuccefs God gave to their miniftry aftcf- 
f wards, when three thoufand \^erc converted fay one 

fcrmoni anditwelve poor fifhermen, in a very (hort 
'.tiffle* enabled to be morfe than conquferors over all 
[the oppofition men or devils could make, was as plain 
i % demonftration, that Chrift was rifen, according *rp 
! their gofpei, as that a divine power, at the foutid of 

a few ram h9rns, caufcd the wall of JeTicho to fall 

iown. ' * 

But what need we any farther witncfles ? Believe 

you, the refurreflion of our bleffed Lord ? 1 know 
; that you believe it^ as your gailhedng together on this 
' firft day of the week in the courti of the Lord '6 houfe 
f abundantly teftifies. 

What concenis us moft to be affiired of, and which 
Jsthe 

Second thing I was ta fpeak to, is, Whethe'r we 
'have experimentally knowq^. the. powder of li» refur- 

*efltion ; that is, Whether or"<idt wc haive 'reccited 
\ the Holy Ghoft, and by his powerful operations on 
. <iur hearts, have been raifed from the death of fin^ to 
j^ Bfe of rigjhteonfnefs, and tru« holinefs: 
:. It ^a$ this, the great apoftle was chiefly difirous 

to ktiow :. the fefurreClion of Chrift's body he»=wa« fa- 
; tisfied would avail him nothing, ut^ltFsh^f experienced 
! the power of it in raifing his^liu^ (onl. ' * / ^' 

, For rjjothei:^'' and .that 3'*chief end of Our McIKhI 

x^otifs lifing from the dead, wa$ to e«ref heaven a& 

cui reprefentativc, ^nd ta fend dovrn the Holy Ghoit 

O 
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to tpplf tbat redemption ha had hoiSatA on the aq 
to our hearis, by working an entire cnaryc in ibaj 

Without this, Chrift would have di^-d in vain. 
it would ba*c tioiic us no fervice lo have had hia o 
wud ricbteoufQcfg imputed to us, unkfswc had an 3 
waid innerrot lighteoufiiefe wrought in us. Qcair 
being altogether cor)ceiv<^d and born in da, and e 
fequtntiy uii0t to hoU communion with an tttfiaitq 
pure and holy God, we cannot polEbly be made n 
(ofrcor enjoy him, till a thotough lenOTatioo I 
piflud tipon our hearts. 

Without this wc leave out the Holy Gho(l in A 
great work of our redemption. But as we were n 
by the joint concurrence and confuliation of thcbl 
fed Tiiniiy ; and as me oi'^k baptized in ihcir Blt| 
fomuit all of them concur in our falvaiion ; H 
Father made, and the Son redeemed, fo mud the ! 
ly Ghoft Unaify and fcal ug, or othcrwifi! vciv 
believed in tain. 

This then is what the ape^k means by thcj 
of Chfiil'a refurreition, and th;G is what wC 
much oonccrucd cxperimeniaily to kaow 
rofe at all- 

Wtthotitthia, ihoijih we may be mo^atiil 
WC may be d<fptiZTd. got d-aatured pcop!e,,i 
no Chriltiane. For he is not a true Chril 
i% only one ouJwardly ; nor hive we the ref<ll)j 
fceeaiU^C we d/iiy pr'>l^ to bciieve that I 
a»>--.;n tht third '.i» trom the dead. But h 
'■ ■ ■ iT-3ttlly, and rbcn a 


ofo. 


rble« 


l>y !;■ , 
ihotn u :■ 

ttine ot t 
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continue devils, becaufe the benefits of thia refurrec- 

« tlon have not been applied to them^ nor have they re- 

' ceived a renovating power from it, to change and put 

X}S their diabolical nature. And fo^ unlefs we not 

only profefa to know, but alfo feel that Chrift is rifen 

indeed, by being born again from above, we fliall be 

' aft far from the kingdom of God as they : our faith 

\ will be as inefFe£3:uat as the faith of devils. 

Nothing has done more harm to the Chriftian 

world, nothing has rendered the crofs of Chrift of lefs 

efFe£l, than a vain fuppofitioni that religion is feme* 

thing without us. Whereas, we fliouid confideri 

'that every thing that Chrift did outwardly, mud be 

- ^ne over again in our fouls ; or otherwife^ the be* 

', lieving there was fuch a divine Perfon once on earth 

livho triumphed over hell and the gravci will profit 

us' no oiore than believing there was once fuch a per* 

. Ion as Afexatnd&r who co«iquere4 the world. 

As Chrift Was bom of the Virgin's womb, fo muft 
' he be fpiritually formed in our hearts- As he died 
for fin, fo m'uft we die to fin. And » be rofe agai« 
froni the dead, fo tn\x&, we alfo rHe to a divine life. 

None but thofe who have followed him in this re- 
-generationi or tiew«>birth, (hall fit on thrones as ap- 
provera of his fentenqei when he (hall come in ter^^ 
rible majefty to judge the twelve tribes of Ifrael; 

Ids true> as fipr the outward' work of our redertip*- 

fiOQ, it Was a tranfien^a£t, and was certainly finiihed 

to the crofs ; but the application of that redemption 

to.ouf hearts, is a work that will continue alwaysj even 

' vmo ibeendof the world. 

S» long as there is an elefl man breathing on the 
\ t^rthi who is naturally engendered of the offspring 
\ of the firft Adam» fo longmuft the quickening Spirii, 
|[ « ich was purchafed by the refurrcftion of the . fe- 
ll d Adam, ♦*^**' ^Ard from heaven, be breathing 
u -^ hisfo 
■ • tho" lay cxift by Chrift, yet we cannot 

O 2 / 
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be (aid to exift in hinii till we are united to him by 
one fpirit> and enter into a new ftate of thing8» sm. 
certainly as he entered into a new ftate of things 
after that he i ofe from the dead. 

We may throng and crowd round about CKrifti 
and caH him Lord, Lord, when we come to worlh^) j 
before his footftogl ; but we have not effc&uall; i 
touched him, till by a lively faith in his refurre£UpS| 
wc perceive a divine virtue coming out of him, to rcr i 
new and purify our fouls. j 

How greatly then do they err who reft in a bare j 
hiftorical faith of our Saviour's refurre£kion, and look 
only for external proofs to evidence it? Whereas 
were we the moft learned difputers of this worldi 
and could fpeak of the certainty of this fa£l with the 
•tongue of men and angels, yet without this inward 
teftimony of it in our hearts, though we might con- 
vince others, yet we fliould never be favcd by ^| ow 

felves. 

For we arc but dead men, we are like fo many 
carcafes wrapt op jn grave clothes, till that fame 
Jelus «vho called l^azarus from his tomb, and at whofe 
own rcfurreftion- many that flept arofe, doth raifc ui 
adfo by his quickening Spirit fi om our natural death, 
in which we have fo long lain^ to a holy a|id heavenly 

life. 

We might think ourfelves happy, if we had feea 
the holy Jefus after he was rifen troro the dead, and 
our hands had handledthat Lord of life. Bat more hap- 
py are they who have not feen him, and yet ba?i£^ 
felt the power of his refurre£lion, therefore belicfC 
in him. For many law pUr divine Mafter, who were 
not faved by him ; but whofoever has thus felt tbc 
power of his refurredJion, has the earntU of his in- 
heritance in his hearts he has paffed,from death to 
life, and fhall never fail into final condemnation. 

I am very fenfible that this is fot)li(hneis to iht r 
tural man, as were many fucblike r^"*^^- *^ cur ^ *^ 's 
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own difciples, when only weak in faith^ before he 
rbfe again. Bot when thefe natural men, like them, 
faave fully felt the power of his reiurre£liont they 
will then own that this do£trine is from God, and fay 
^th the Samaritans, ** Now we believe not becaufe 
<< of thy faying," for wc ourfelves have experienced 
^ in our hearts. * 

And O that all -unbelievers, all letter-learned maf- 
tters of Ifrael, who now look upon the do£lrine of the 
power of Chrift's refurrcftion, or our new-birth, as 
an idle tale^ and condemn the preachers of it as en- 
tfauiiatlfi and madmen, did but thus feel the power of . 
it in their fouls, they would no longer afk^ how this 
thing could be ? But they would be convinced of it 
as much as Thomas was, when he faw the Lord's 
Chrift 5 and like him, when Jefus bid him reach out 
his hands, and thruft them into his fide, in a holy 
conflifion they would cry ^out, " My Lord, and my 
*♦ Godi" 

But how fliall an unbeliever, how fhall the formal 
Ghriftiaa come thus to ^* know Chrift, anrf the power 
«* of his refurreSion ?*' God, ^ho cannot lie, has 
told us, *• I am the refutreftion and the life; who- 
«« focver liv^th and believeth^in me, though he were 
«« dead, yet (hall he live." Again fays the apoftic, 
<* By faith we are favcd, and that not of ourfelves, it ' 
« 16 the gift of God/* 

This, this is the way, walk in it. Believe and you 

(hall live iri Chrift,. and Chrift in you; you ftiall be 

one with Chrift, arid Chrift one with you. But 

g|rrthout this, your outward goodnefs and profeffions 

'will avail you nothing. 

But then, by this faith we are not to underftand a 
rfcad fpecularive faith, a faith in the head ; but a liv- 
ing principle wrought in the heart by the powerful 
operation? of the Holy Ghoft^ a faith that will enable 
us to overcome the world and forfake all in tffeftion 
for Jefus Cbrift, For thus fpeak$ our WeflFed Mafter, 
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■• Uolefs a man fbrfake all thai he hath, be can;. 
*• be a\f ili/ciple." 

i\ud To (be apoltlci in tbe vords immediatelv U 
lowiug the ttit. fajrs, " beiog made conformable ' 
" liif ilcjlh i" thcerby implying, that we cancot km ■ 
the power of Chiift's rcfurre^lioii unlefs we are m:'- 
CBrifortnable lo him in his death. 
, Tht« vrt !i.ivc (h»dowed out by the cnflom of bip 
(iSinjf 'by imnerCon in the priraiiive church, lu. 
(vhich is alfo ti: c am m ceded by our own) iheir ;:ij 
•, ing ttic infants under the water, figni&ed their o 
gation to die nnio lin ; as (heir taking t' 
the vrtter, lignilied their rifing again to luwad 
life. To which Ihe apoftle plainly alludes, 
faya, " we ate boiied with him in bapiifm." 

If we- call reconcile light and daiki. erf's, hearcn am: 
hrfl. ihen we may hope (o know the power of Chdi' 
reTtirre&iDfl without Hying lo ourfelves and the nor : 
But (Ulwe Cin do this, we might 'as well expe& t'.. 
CbriltwiU LaFccDiicoid with Belial. 

For there i* (uch a_ contrariety between the fp' 
of Ibis troild, and ibc fpiiit of lefus ChriA, ibi( ' 
who will be at ftiendfhip with the one, mull be - 
eomiiy witb tbe other : " We cannot feire God wl 
»? mammon." 

Thb nuy, indted, Teem a hard faying^ and roanfi 
with the joung man ir. the gofpel, may be teroi«tl 
wberefote fhould ihH of- 


:nt out iLi 


' Fat what ia all that 


n the woild>. 


, the lull of the fltrlh, and the 1 
1 1 y and vexation of fpir 


iLii:. G&4 hVih VA U> rtaotiDCc tbeni, ^ 
' Hi4 wy ow petfnided profaae Ifaa't 
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ib glorious a privilege, merely for the fake of gratify- 
ing a prefent corrupt inclination, when he faw him 
about to fell his birtb-right for a little red pottage, 
would tiot one think that man to have bcin Efau's 
; friend 1 And juft thus Hands the cafe between God 
■ and us. By the death and rcfurreOion of Jefus^Chrift, 
••we arc new-borm to an heavenly inheritance amottgft 
all them which are (andified ; but our own com^ 
, wills would tempt us to fell this glorious birth right 
\ for the vanities of the world, which, likC; Efau's red 
pottage, may pleafe us for a while, but will foon be 
taken away from us. God knows this, and therefore 
rather bids us renounce them for a feafon, than for the 
ftiort enjoyment of.th^m lofe the privilege of that glo- 
rious birth*right, to^ which, by knowing the power of 
the rcfurreaion of Jefus Chrift, we are entitled. 

O the depth of the riches and excellency of Chrif- 
tianity \ Well might the great St. Paul count all 
' things but dung and drofs for the exci^lency of the 
' knowledge of it; Well might he defire fo ardently 
to know Jefus, and the power of his refurrcftion. 
For even on this fide eternity it raifes us above the 
world, and makes us to fit in heavenly places in Chrift 

, Jefus. '"^ > ^ . . 

Well might that glorious company of worthies, re- 
corded in the holy fcriptures, fupported with a deep 
fenfe of their heavenly calling, de^ifc thefleafure* 
' and profits of this life, and wander Aout in fticf p 
(kins, and goat-lkins, in dens and ca^es of the earth, 
* being deftitute, affliaed, tormented. 

,^ And O that we were all like-minded ! that we 

' felt the power of Chrift's refureftiion as they did ! 

How fliould we thcnrcouitt all things as dang and 

^ 6toU for the excellency of the knowlcdgl^ of Chrift 

Jefus our Lordl How ftiould we then recover our 

priiaitiYc digaityi tjamplc the earth under owr fcct^ 
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jild villi our fuuls be contlnuajly g&Tping -t!' 

An 1 what hindcts but we may be thus mlotl.' ; 
I& Jefm ChnO, our great High Prielt, altered Ir ■ 
whji he was ? Na, he is ihc fame ycftrtdsy. t:; :! 

-i.ii! fi.r I'TiM. And ihougli he is exalted (.j .' 
t,,i lU-f (. i.i^Tftlie ia no: afiwnned local. - 
. 1 1 1 ^-Li oi his refurr-'tliyn is as gica'. ' 
It:;.)', ami ihc Holy lipitit which was alT.!.:.. . 
bf bi> felurrrffion, as ready antl able to quicken 
who Bte dead in trefpaiiVs.anrl fins, as any faint !. 
e»cr lived. Let ub but cry, and thjt inftar^dy, tol . 
thjt is migilty ard able lo fave ; Ictus, !: 
it:tl truth, without ftcreily Rcepliig back ii-i 
TL-iiouace ouifTiTes and the wcrlii i thpii ■ 
Ciiiii\'*B3 iiid-red. And ihgujih the wc. ■ 
ii9 out and [■^parare from our compaTiy, 
Ciit;il will Viik. wiih, and aMde'in us 
7,n-;,il tfftiT.fO.ioii of the b!t day, wbc;- ■ .: 
, ivunip I !" Gcd ftaJI bidihetal 


vho lovr aud tear him', 


I, then wilt hecoafi; 

i.y aoge's. andnrel 

he flvsli iheii proifi 

' Conic, yc bl^ 

iTii- kingdom ? 

- world." 
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SERMON XL 


, " ^ . 


THE INDWELLING OF THE SPIRIT, 
, . THE COMMON PRIVILEGE OF ALL 
BELIEVERS. 


John vii. 37,38,39, 

,Inih& lajl day, that great diyof the feajl^ Jefusjiood^ 
and* cried ^ faying^ If anyiman thirft^ let htm come 

' ' unto me a\td drink He that believeth on me^ as the 
' Scripture hath /aid, out of his belly Jhall flow rivers 

. . . fj^i^g -w.^ter. But^ this /pake he of the Spirit, 
lukich they that believe on him/hould receive, 

NOTHING has rendered the crofs of Cbrift of 
kfs effcd ; nothing has beeaa greater ilnm- 
bling-block and rock of oiFence to weak mirulc:, tiian 
afuppofition, now current among cs, thar moit 01 
what is contained in the gofpd of Jefus Ch-H, was 
deCgned only for our Lord's fiift and immediate fol- 
lowers, and confequently calculated but for one or 
two hundred years. Accordingly, many dow read 
the life, fufferings, death, and refurreaion of Jefus 
Chrift, in the fame manner as Caefar's Comr/enra- 
ties, or the conquefts of Alexander are re ad : ni, 
things rather intended to afford matter for fpccula. 
tiun, than to be a6led over aj^ain in and by us. 

As thie 13 true of the dbarines of the gofpel Ja 
general, fo it is oi the operation of God's Spirit upon 
the l.earcs of bclievrers in particulars for we no Icon- 
cr rncntiou the necc Jity of our receiving the HoIt 
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Glutft io thsCc lad dayi,. ti veil » fofmcrly. bm « 
am looktdupon by Come, »emburiall9;iiii: ; 
imd by otbcfs, rcprefcnted as wilfully ik 
peopici and undermining the cHablJlhed \.:.- 
qS iHe church. 

JudM yc then, whether it is not high time I'oi v ■ 
true Alinifters of Jefus Chtift, who have been mi - 
pifUkcra of ibiJ heatenly gift, to lift up their yon- 
like Ktrampeti and if they vould not have tht^ 
fuils patlh, for which the Lurd Jefus has Oied h. 
pr«ious bltod, ro declare wiih all boldncfo, that I^ : 
Uoiy Spirit is the connaiQii privilege and portion i 
all btrlicvets in all a|>>;s ; and th^C we, as well as iH- 
firil Chnaiani, muft receive the Holy Ghoft, bcSw 
we can be cruLy called (he children of God. 

For this region (and alfo that I might anfwcr 6.: 
iicfiaa of our church in appointing the prcfent fdlt- 
nlx J I have chofcn ihe words of the text. 

Tbcjr »«c fpolten of b/ Jefus Chtift, »ben he*' 
at tlte ffall c( i'abcrnacles. Our Lord attmileil ^ ' 
liie W^plc'fcrvice in general, and the feftivila oi t- 
Jevtlb Church in particular. The feftiffal a: »rl:.:N 
beiraa now prcfent, was that tjf itu: fcaft ' I 
liaclet, which the Jews obferwed accwdii;^; 
KppohitniiniE in commemomiion of ihcir .1 
tcuts. At ite I>fl day of this fcafl, it was cuiionur 
mr fflan^r I'tous people to fetch water frcoi « fltmis 
pln:e, and bring it on tbcir beids, finding tbAin- 
tbctn cut of Ifaiah, " And with joy fh^ thej ^* 
" water out of the «dlB of falraiiou " Qjdfcfari 
Jefui obferrttig this, and it being hit coHflaiHMC- 
ticc tafpifituiliaf everything hi mrt v^".f^, "cnWfe. 
*• If aDyman ibirfl, .'.;: ' 
than unio ihat w?!l " 
" cih t'ti me. as :h^ Si ; 

it is laid, God will mA- . . 

i-^ik, andiachlitfj " ool 0/ ii.: 
• WluifuiUii!;. 


^-. 
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f* rivers of living water/* And that we might knovir 
what our Saviour meant hf thi$ living water, the E- 
yangelift immediately adds, " But this fpakc he of 
«* the Spirit, wJiich they that believe on him fhould 


" receive, ** 


Thefe laft words I (hall chiefly infift on in the en- 
. Cuing difcourfe: And, 

Firftf I (hall briefly (hew, what is meant by the 
word Spirit. 

Secondly^ That this Spirit is the common privilege 
of ail believers'. 

Thirdly^ I (liall (hew the rfiafoh on which this doc- 
trine is founded. And, 

Lajily^ Conclude with a general exhortation to be- 
lieve on Jefus Chrift, whereby, alone we can receive 
this Spirit. 

Firjh^ I am to (hew what is meant by the word 
^Spirit. 

By the Spirit, is evidently to be underftood the 
lioly Ghoft, the third perfon in the ever blefled Tri- 
nity, confubitantial and co-eternal with the Father 
and the Son, proceeding from, yet equal to them 
both. For, to ufe thfe words of our church In this 
day's ofilce, that which we believe of the glory of cbe 
Father, the fame we believe of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghofl:, without any difi^erence or inequality, 

/rhuS, fays St. John, in his firft epiftie, chap. v. 
3verfe 7. ** There arc three that bear record in 
«' heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft, 
•* and thefe three are one." And our Lord, when 
he gave his Apoftles commiflion to go and teach ail 
nations, commanded them to baptize in the name of 
the Holy Ghoft, as well as of the Father and the Son. 
And Si Peter, A£ls v. 3. faid to Ananias, ** Why 
•* h;:th Satan filled thine heart, to lie unto the Holy 
« Gboit ? " and verfe 4, he fays, «« Thou haft: not 
'« \\z<\ unco men, but unto God," From all which 
pafiagrt^, it is plain, that the Holy Ghoft is truly and 


f^tlt'ipS) 


tr.#*l 


wdy God, « well aa (he Father and<he Sir 
Ells IB an nnrp^aliiiblc mjrtery, but a rr-^ - 

Cml's revealing, nn', thcjrfore to be alTri;'.! 

out wliolc hearts ; feting Goii is uot :i n ■ 

IhouM lie, nar thifaa of man ihat he (hou ..i ■: 

I pracreil. 

Smtidly, To pro^e, that the Holy Ghoft h tl- 

comaion privilege of all believers. 

lint, her: I would not be uiiderriood of fftlM 

log tb>: Holy Ghoft, ss to enable Ud to wtek] 

clca, or .flicw outward Orhs ami wonders ta 

©ur adverfaries, that to preiemi to be infgL '^ 

feafci is being wife above what is wri 

it csnnot be proved, that God ever int 

^trtOTdinaiy manner, but when fotn 

t-on wa* to be eUabliChcd, i,i al the 

the MoUic snd gcfpel difpciif^^i 


X 


part, I caiinoc bLt fufpe^l (he fpift 
of foch miracle 
tow become nDOJ 


. . -■Ii.e, Ob 
'. chiu rpi'slc win 
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Here then we join ilT^t: vriiti our atlvcxfitiet, amd 
will readily gianl, ibat we arc not in ihis fcufe Tokt 
iiifjiired, as were our Lord'E firll A[ipllle:i. 15itt nnlefs 
iiirra liavt eyes which fee rt't, snd ears ibat Itfw j«r, 
iK.w cun ihey r«d ibe hiUT f^it of tlic text, aiiJ not 
■.onfcft tiur the lluly Sj'irii, in anoih^t kale, is ihc 
L iiinmon privilege of all bclicfcrs, even to the tnd 
tif the world '! This fpake he of the fipirit, thich ihey 
ilut btlievc CD bim (houl.l receive. Oafcive, lie <I«b 
not fay, they that believe fin hiiu for one or two ages, 
but tticy that believi: on bim in general, or, at all 
time), and in all places. J^O that, uiilefs wccunprovr, 
that St. John was I'lider a dclufiDii when he vtotc 
thefc wor<lf, we muft belitve thai evta wc alfo, Oial! 
ni-eivr the Holy Ghoft, if WC bclitvc on the Lord 
I ■ li our whole hi^aris. 

. cut Lord, juft before hla blOcr paOiopl, 
. V.3B about lu olTcr up his faul an o^e^ift 
fn. r : i;mh uf the eUft wotld; vheti hU heart W 
ini-.'. ^:.ljrged, ailJ hc would undoubtedly clemBtid 
It ::x«l!ent^Lfi6 for ills diftipk-', prays," Thai 
_ all may be one, as ihou, Tjih^r, an in me, aDt! 
Qlbec; tb« they alfo miy be one in vs, tin 
1, and thou in oic, that li.ey may be maiie pii- 
\ in ojici" thai if, that ail Kts vvt fj'bv.-tff 
c united 10 him by his Ho'y Si ii ■ 
tnJ inyllical aii tiuionj nsib^i' 
Sbtill and tli« F:(liicr. 1 Otr, 
rit is evidenl, iram our IJ 
I. us, and all believers in vi<: ' 
"Neiihcir puv I lor -.1 

air., wbiji n..': \.:-\\a-. 
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A fire^t noife biih been made of Iste 
mMdniihu£sn,aa<I ittia»been cud uponlt 
of ffae Rsfpct, ag a itrm of reproach j but^ 
luuit ill the proper fcnfe of die word, ip 
thnCatt) that is, mufl be iiifpireJ of ( 
(iod, b)rtii« Spitic, id him. Ut Peter 
hnc manf g;^irat ^nA prcciotu premifc?, that v 
be made partakers of ihc divine ratur>; ouf M 
l»ia;ij " that wr may be ouc. as the Fatli 
" areonF}" and our own church, in coi)| 
ihdk texts of Scripture, in b:r excellent o 
oflice telU a«, that thofe who rec^:v 
wonhily, '■ Dwell in Chrift. and Chrift ] 
" il,ac they are one wiih Girili, aB4 < 
" them." And yei Chriniana mull have d 
(.«11 out 3A evW, and Miniltcrd in particulJ 
looked upon 3.t dn:eivet£ of the peopk, faH^ 
that we mud be really united to God, by Kt 
lUyGhon. >■ Be adonifkcd, O heaveRSyl 

Indeed, I will i.«r %, all our tcite 
Ctt d^ny this AaQ.t{nc in expie(B wordii;, 
ever, ihey do inefieO : for they taik proieflj 
inwKd fcclingi, and fjy, we may t 
witlioui feeling it, which is, tn reality, J 
thing iiftlf. And had I a mind (o hind 

; ffCkai the g>'(pcl, and to eltablirh the I 

djikocfli. t wuuld go about telling peopleM 

luve the Spirit of Gi>d, and yet not I'^cl tfe 

Enf to rcium : When onr Lard #ii| 

! ftlKDd to his Father a«'* ••"•' i-'ih-i 
onrGod, he Riite hi*/*;' 
* and tcjch kit nation-, 
' pt the rAlber, and > 
' Ghoft." Andntort::! 

I iqllTioii, ve do te^ch \\. 
t of ihe thurch. A ■ 
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the PriviUge qf all Sfluvtrr. t9?* 

ngihcm into the naiuTeof ^ 


bOaied thuf) '* bapiii 

Bhe Fjifaer, into tbe n^'uc; of the Son, uid into 
Khe nature of the Holy Gholt." Cmfequrnilf, if 
arc all to be bap[ized into the nature d{ the Holf 
loft, belore oui b^ptirm be cfft^ual to ftlvjdon, < 
e evident, that wc all muft riftdlually rLXcive (he I 
Ely Ghoft, and ere we can fay, we truly believe in I 
Jftis Chrift. For no one can iij, that jrftn is my 
Brd, but he that h^s thus received the Holjr Gbolt 
Numbers of other texts might be quorcil to make 
• doflrinc, if pontblc,ftill more plain i builamallo- 
ued) that any who call themfirlves members ; much 
ne, that many, who are preachers in the church 
England, fliiuld dare fo much as to open their !ip« 1 
■in^ it. And yet, with grief I I'peak it, God is mf I 
Tgc, pcrfons of the eilablifhed church f«m more 
berally to be ignorant of it than any Diflenters 
Inifoevcr. 

F But. my dear brethren, what hare you baen doutg*? 
low often have your hearts given your Upt the lie? 
How olien have you offered to God the ixctifite of I 
fools, and hai! your prayers turned into fin, if youan- 
provcof, andufcout Church-liiur);y, and yet deny ttie 
Holy Spirit to be the portion of 3II believers ? In ibe 
Daily Abfo!ution, the Minifler exbons the people (O 
pray, that " God wsuld grant them repentince, sod 
his Holy Spirit;" Iii the Coiled tor Chrilloiae-ilay, I 
wc bcfcech God, *' thit he would daily renew U> by 
" hit Holy Spirit." In ihc lift Vv'eek's Collea, we 
pnrrd " that we may evermore rejoice io the coir- 
•' ! ■•'.- of the Holy Ghoft.;" and in the coric)ii['irig 
; -vliicb wc pw Op every day, we jjeay, not 

on'y tnat the grace^of our Lord Jefus Chnft, and the 
', but that " the fellowfliip of the Helf 


r be with 1 


all evemore, 
fcafmi, 10 fomc, is 
! Ember-tl>y«, at the end of J 


Sch, ail ibat are t» be orvlaiiKd to the oSice 9I u 
I*coa, STC ia the figitt of Gad, »i>i4 in tbc fitftfiaa I 


" r,^,-..ri..;r-.-i unioihec by (ne tm]iof.lionof ourhi 
.'i r.;; y;t, [ fJistlhaii HO reaTsn lofpeakil, man 
i.."f u-Ji i^;cii)d f.irnia, and many who have will 
ifik gqod confclTion, yet dare to boib ulk and f 
■giinfl tiie ncccfii'y of receiving ihe Holy Q 
Ti«w 1 and HOC only fo, but cry out dgninft (lioj% ' 
(!o iF,''(v up?:: ir, ii inaiiioen, eiitiiufialU.ft 
.,•■,.■ /■■ --I :ii'_-tsof ilTitftabliftiedc " 

[': '', V'l.i ;(f'- ih; febifnia'ci, you etc itlj 
■'.- i, ; rt'i tif £;ii];laii.-!, whoaie 3l«M)'8«l 
" I ._- r: ;-,f.!.- of tlieLard, ihe ttmple of ft 

. vrL Ir.ijv: ihe peupJc Out of our c 




nwaii) thr dodtriiicso 


irily with t''c (Iry hTtflti of 'iJeJ 


oiniiQt talk feelii 


r sriiclcb, aiiJ iivakiT ' 


n chufcli-prcferr 


f'TiUed. Far be it Iroin me (a 
Vy with this liattfui liypociify ; i 


,.113 J 


of ihe Rcfotniaiion, an ' pi<eac|i^ 
n Jcfui : Uut I {peak ttis (n:ih in< 
, ihc generality (if tb- Cirsy :it* 6^1 


our aiticics, and do i 
to (he form of fourul 
WTrt { Woe be un'o fi 
liow cm jrou efcap^ 
I'fc alJ your IcarnMij; i 
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far before the tribunal of Chrift ; there» there will 
meet you^ there jefus Chrift, the great' Shepherd 
and BitKop of fiouls, (hall determine who are the falfe 
prophetSf who are the wolves in. (beep's clothing. 
Thofe who fay» that we muft jiow" receive and feel 
the Holy Ghoft, or thofe who' exclaim ^inft it, att 
the .do£lrine of devils. 

Bat I can fay no more; it is an unpleafing talk taf 
cenfure any ordbr of men, efpeciaily thofe who are 121 
the mimlttY ; nor would any thing excule it but ne- 
ceitity : That neceffity which extorted from* our Lord 
himfelf fo many woes againft the Scribes and Phari> 
fees, tjie letter-lcti»rned rulers and teachers of the 
Jewifli church ; and furely, if I could bear to fee 
people peri(h for lack of knowledge, and yet be fiient 
towards thofe who keep from th<eiii the key of true 
kQOwtedge, the very ftones would cry one. 

Would we reftor^ the church to its pdnxitive dig- 
ilitTt the only way is to live and preach the do£bine 
of Chrift, and the articles to Ivfaich we have fubfcrib* 
cd h then%we Stall find the number of DiiTenters will 
daily decreafe, and the Church of England become 
the joy of the whole earth. 

I am, in the T'/^/V^ place, to ffiew the reafonable^ 
nefs of this do£krme. 

I fay the reafonablnefs of this do£trine ; for how- 
eve( it may feem fooliftinefs to the natural man, yet 
to thofe. who have taAed of the good Word of life, and 
fcave felt the power of the world to come, it will ap- 
pear, to be foi^^ded on the higheft reafoti;- and i$ 
capable t6 thofe who have eyes to fee, even of a de* 
monftration ; I fay o£ demonftration, for it ftands oti 
this feif^fivident truths that we are fallen creatUi<i3. or 
to ufe the Scripture-^xpreffion, "Hare ail died iU 
« Adam." 

I know indeed, it is now no unco^nmon ilwaag a* 
mongft us, to deny the dcftrine of original .lfi«v*r 
wcii ^5 the divinity 0^ Jcfus thrift; but it is inm^^ 
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bent on thofc who deny it, firlt to difproTc the 
tboii'y of the Holy SctipiureB i if thou n 
ihou Unbeliever, that the book, which . 
Bib'.e. does not contain ihe lively On^ 
if thou canfi (liew, that holy men of < 
write tViis bgok, as they were inwardly n. 
Hoty Ghoti, then will we give up ihc 
orifiina' Tin t but unlefs thou canll do ih'.b, <- 
in&ll upon it, that wc arc all conceived and bor.i 
fin i if for no oih«t, yet for this one reafoD, bcin 
that G<-^t who caimut lie, has told ub fa, 

T5iir n^n; has light to do with darkncfs, ot pt:'.' 
i. M .I.- .J;;! the Bible ! Alas! as they ate ftranp- 
;ii .!i.- ii.ivrr, fo ihfy arc generally as great ftra(i,v 
r> i!" V,"m I of God. And therefore, il we 

tircacfa lo liient, we muH preach to 7\tm- 
leart: for idlking in the language of -'" 
ibctn, ii but like talking in an unkiiM 
'JTell nic ihfo, O man, whofoevcr rhou j 
nieft iI" ilo.'Afincof original fin, if ihy -. 
not fea.'c.l a< with a hut troci : tell me. ii 
not doA thyielt, by nature, to be a moil -; 
b'wc and devil f I kni>w ihefe term« wii 
irbole Pbarifee ta ihy hean! Bntttiiii: 
rjr thee hmce : tlop a tittle, an J kt u;. - 
thcT: doeft thou oot fijtd, tliK by 
tD pli''-i: ? «lbc:wife wherelorp 
ed? A^rain, doeil ihou notfim! ' 


, Xl. tht Prilnlfgt a/ aU Brlievtrt- 
Bfte t '*'»' w^ '"'c temiRrG in ns nil, b; riatnre, tha^ 1 

> a demotiftrstion, (bat w<: are ciribfjt '**' 
gl, devililli 

Liid this «ill fcrvr bs inncfacp v^uibcdI, ki r^vvc 

Ircalitf of ths opsratioBs bt the bldTiM Spirit od 

^heuti of belicvcis, agSinil tnafc h'ie p.-ol'ilfora, 

Di1;nyihcr£ is any fuch ibine as irilufrcci nf tbe 

Illy Spirit, tint uiay be felt. For if-th-y w\:\ ifranl 

It ibe devil Hrockcth,aniifjaalQbc fE:lti--i llie l\uus 

|the chi'dtcn of riifubcditncc (which ibcy muft 

iiitffj ihcy wflJ giYC an Apollle the lie) whcnt 

Kbe woiii!:f ihat the gnod .SpTrit (houid )u*c ihc 

« power ovf r (hijfs who are Iruly db;ili<ilt to ihs 

bof JcrufiCntill? 

! it bi; true thfin. thit wee are all by n^Uhi"1l3ce 
f fall, a mix'urc of bfute an<l drvil. nil CTidei)^ 
\ we all mult teceive the Ilaiy GboA, life lae ait 
bil with aiidcnjijy-God. 
Vlien you reaJ,.-how ihL- -. ■ ■ ■ 

\ terlucei to fo Ibw acr,. 
I fvcine, aii^ ho*- Nebu 
I to graz'.- with oi[eti i I .1 

inh*ppy ilatc- And wiii:n you V.ca i.uw jiluj 
Jift will Sty, « lbs Ult-day, !3 all that -iirc not baw I 
pn of God, "Depart from yc, 'i^ cnrf.v!, i "~ 
perltffitng fire, prepare. I furlhe iti'vi* 
pis," do not your bCiirls flittnl; « i. . 
rrhotrttr? And if creatures, vviii 
.Ini-f.,, r.innot bear e»i II ih .- 
i cr devils, 10 wK 
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tine, and confequendy until we are changed, renew- 
ed, and clothed with a divine nature sgainv we nui: 
fly {toa\ God alfn. 

Hence ihen appears the reafonablencfs of our bein;; 
obliged tu receive the Spirit of God, I; Ir, i ., r ■ . 
on ibe doctrine of original fin; and th';: 
will always find, that thnfe who talk ag<j, 
the opcraiioos of the Holy Ghoft, Tcry r..iciy, > 
llighllv ai leaft, mention our fall in Adam ; no, t:. ■ 
Feferht. Paul's accuunt of the depravity of untwIJi 
CIS, only to tbofe of d J litnc. Whereas it is obTioiifj 
on ihcconirary, that we arc all equally iacTodeds 
der the guitt sod confcqacnccE of our 6r{l paiet 
cv«n ^E oiber; ; and to ufe ibc language of og 
churob-arlicle, " bring into the world wiib ut^ ■ 
*' rupcion, which tendcra us liable to God's ■ 
•* and eternal damnation," 
' Shot4d I preach to ynu sny oth;:r d»dnRe.lAJ 
WTOTig my own foulj ! fliould be found a falli: (T 
towatdc God alid you; and be that preachiei ] 
Otfiet dodiine, howfoeverJignifiEd anddiftiagt 
Jball bear his punifhment, whofoever he be. 

From this p'ain rcafon then appeirt the DeceCi 
wby wc, at well as ibe Orfl Apoilles, mi thUfer.i' 
muill r«ri»iMhe Spirit of God. 

Vor the great work of fctniLtificatioii, or n 
bolyjiepjrticularly referred to the Holy G I ■ 
fore, oar Lord fjys, " Unlefi a man be In . 
** Spirit, he cannot enter into the tingdt -^ 
JtTus Cbrift came down to fave u:,, 
from the gmit, but alfo from the power I't 
bawtnrer often wc hsTc rcpeatC'l our Cited, 4_i _^ 
CqA we believe in the Holy ChoR, V'ti.^ 


iC believed 
Chrtft by bin), wc hare 
ChfifiihanBclW K-.rr,' 

AtiA now, my Ut.. 


in M to be 


rcai.y u 
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• 

I mt^n wellt yet I have carried the point a little too 
far ? Are not others ready to cry out, if this be true, 
<• who then can be £aved ? '* Is not this driving peo- 
ple into defpair ? - 

Ye8| I ingenuoufly confefs it \s ; but into t^hat def- 
pair? a defpair of onercy through Cfarift ? No» God 
forbid ; but a defpair of living with God without re- 
ceiving the Holy Qhoft. And I would to God, that 
not only ail you that hear me this 8ayt but that the 
whole world was filled with this defpair. Believe 
met I have been doing no more than you allow yotir 
bodily phyficians to do eve^y day: if you have u 
W^und, and are in eameft about a cure, you bid the 
furgeon probe it to' the very bottom ; and fhall not 
the phyficiaii of your fouls be allowed the fame free- 
dom .' What have I been doing but fearching your 
natural woundsj that I might convince you of your 
dang^pr* aid put you upon applying to Jefus Chrift 
for ^ rehiedv } Indeed 1 have dealt with you as gently 
as I could ; and now I have wounded^ 1 will attempt 
IQ heal you. For I was in the . 

LaJI place, to exhort you all to come to Jefua 
Chrift i>y faith, whereby you, even you alfo, fhall re* 
ccive the Holy Ghoft« " For this fpake be of the Spi- 
** rit, which they that believe on him (hould receive.** 

This, this is what I long to come tb. Hitherto I 
have been preaching only the law % but behold E 
briag you glad tidings of great joy. If I have "wound- 
ed you, be not afraid ; faenold I now bring a remedy 
for all your wounds. Notwithftanding you are funk 
into the nature of tbe bcaft and devil, yet if you tru- 
ly believe on Jefus Chrift, you (hall receive the 
quickening Spirit pfomlfeii in the text, and be re- 
Jtored to the glorious libfrties of the fons of God y 
I fay, if yon believe on Jefus Chrift. " ^* For by faith 
•* we ate.faved^ it is not of woitks^ left any one 
^* (hottld boaft." And, however fome men maf fay 
there is a fitnefs required in the creature, and that 
we mufi; have a rightcoufnefs of our own^ before we 


^VT^ IbtbuhvelSi'geftteSpiril, Sctou^^l 

^P..-.„[Ml> II o:,tlc,i- 

tcoufiicfi of Chrifti 7**^^! 


, falvatioa is the frte (.U^^H 


, \miA i and whoibcriU^^^H 


hitr beatt, ihdu^b ''''I^^l 

^^L ,„, ,, ^ 

. ihaii receive [he gift oC^^I 

^B ttvty I'liott. ilehold 

tkfti, 1 riaitd Lp, aitd.^^1 

^^M Mu in ihU preii djy cf the fe:>rt, ■< Lrteruy 4H 

^^F '■ <) 1' I'litlicth, come 

tinio JefuG Chcia and dd|H 

r ii-'As (L 

n hiir., out ^f his bellf ^H 

r-iiU iheams c<r nvuI':U, but irli^^l 

I'v w:nc 

'.'' 1 his I Tpcak of ibe S^^H 

; 1. 1... 

- ntj'ius Iball c'^l^^^l 


" the fame T^'^^^^^l 


'.[■'. U the way, t)>c tf^^^^^l 


LlCj wliDloever hc^S^^^H 


-.'■ dead, yei i^iyB^^H 


vith Jeil[^^^H 


rnc with aiil^H^H 


1 :^Ue ccn6AcnM^^M 


..^.. him we 3)1 receMH^H 


'_h:iJl H fu!l of RmE^I 


' '0 the utteiiiiofi,jyH|^^| 

1 -JIllO 

Indee<}, ■l^^a^^^H 

<«t goip 

uiid God bas <1^^^H 

■.-crti', 

ichinfs'ilh. ButoX^^H 


V iicbic aie Cal!ea i aifi^pHH 


: lo (:p (brcu^h ibc t^ ^^| 


n lotnier inio itie boHJ^H 


»re ricb. (!o l-niin^H 

^.WJ 

.'.u:. Omit, it ycu wiUttl^^l 

■ i coniL- 

ta J Jul Cliilt aa P^M^^H 


'In ^ptM^^^^I 

^f^^^M 


Server ThtpriviUi 

Do noc then lay you are unworthT: for this is x 

faiibfol and irue fayingi and worthy of all men to be 

i.iiziiivfd, "Thnt JefuG Chtill came into the world to 

-' (nvz GmierB;" and if you are the chief of Cnners, 

I you feel yourfelTcs fuch, verify Jcfus Chrift came 

liito ihc wtifld chiefly lo fave you. When Jof^ph 

«pas called out of the prifon-houfe to Pharoah'ECourtf 

we are told, that he iUid fome time to prepare hlm- 

felf i but do you comfi with all yout priron-clothes 

. bout you ; come poor, and miferable, and blind, aiMl 

kei!, as you are, and Cod ihc Father fball receive 

■ "iu with open arms, aa was the returuiug prodigal. 

ilc (liali cover your nakednefa with the belt mbc of 

his ^ear Son's lighteournefs, lliall feal yau with the 

(i^net of hia Spirit, :ind feed yon with tl<< (atced calf, * 

even wirh the comforia of the Hoiy GholL O, let 

\\\tfc then be joy in htaveii over fojiie of yoo, «»be- 

'f..viiig-. !et^ not goback ton-jy Mafter.and lay, Lord, 

: ty will norbelieve my report. Harden no lan^e^-j 

ur hesris, but open them wide, and Irt theJtlnj; iS 

;^ry enter in : believe me. I am willing logoiopti- 

.iTi ot (I:.ath for you i but I am not wUUdj; io |^ to , 

: eaveii without you. The love of Jcfus Chrift con- 

ttrains me lo lift up my voice liice a trumjicl. My 

heart ii now fulli out of the abundance of 'he loTC 

■vliich I have for your precious and immoitsl (mill, 

v.-.y mouth now fpeakcth i and I could bow dot on- 

- c'^rntinue my difcourfe until mtdnighci but I coald 

,' -ak until 1 could fpeak no more. And why fhould 

I Jefpjir of any ? No, I can defpair of no one, when 

■ i:flntider Jefus Chrift has had mctcy <m fuirh a 

rtTch a; 1 am ; however yoo may think of yout- . 

-.-rs. T knon- that t- nature ! am but h-M a ttrttl " ' 

... . ., ,-. , ^^. . ,,.^j__ 

. .'■ntltJ-j 


■, t'.u;ii: UctTsd Spirit U r^iady (o i>if4liie ou oil jtoiir 
/ bonrj, U yQD will believe on Jcfos CbiiQ« vbom 
IT* ' t^ 4 [ 


¥ 


thf InJwflling if ihe Spirit, I 

God hai (enl [ indeed, yen can never believe on^ 
fan t better mafter, one thai is mote mighty, 
moie willing to five ; I an Tsy, the Lord Chrill 
grjciouG, bis yoke is eafy. his burden exceeding Ufi 
afL?r you boTf fcrrcd him many years, lihe the C 
van-G under the Uw, was he willing to dirchaigc*' 
5011 would f^y, we love our Mafter, and will i 
iiom him. Come then, my guilty biethrcn, 
and believe on the Lord thai bought you with| 
precious blord ; look up by faith, and fee him i " 
-ycu have pierced v behold :>im bleeding, piinting, i 
ing ? Bfihfild him with arms ftretched out to rw 
ynu ?]]i c:y unto bim as the penitent thief did, ] 
ieinei\ibcr us now ihou an in thy kingdom, 
(□»]' r>y to your fotaJs, " Slioitly biall you be 11 
*' ijit in parjdtfc." For ihofc whom Chrill juft 
ihcm tic^fo ftlorifies, even with that glory whic 
enjoyed withihe Father before the worl^kgai " 
TWC fay, " I have bought a piece cfgrouWiBf 
*' netdi )io fee it i or 1 have booj;h: 
•' jud niull necdfi go prove them } ot 
*' a viro," 1 am engaged in an eager [ 
it.e Iu{l of the eyo and the pride of life, a 
cannot coiAe. Do not fear having yet 
nar zi ttil, cr being accounted a fool ^ 
like i jetalililc while, ^tid you (lisU (] 
.:. rs :.> i~i i.:maiiirni forever. Only t 
'fr. ' ■- L;' ;'. il al! be to ycu wii'dom, 
.j,:,'.L ." :dJ tt^iiial redemriiotii'yot 

■■ i1.*:l .,v ;-.m.jned 1,'^e ' * _' " 

arui your f-'ils be paria!.:r£ o< a'l the fu!^ 

'* Which God, ijfhisjjifiniiemctcy, I 
*' JcIusChnii; Id whom , w^'li ihcc 
*• ihce, '1 Hti'y Gboit, three perfons, « 
•■ be ^Ti ■■(■«, as is inoftdur, aII powefiJ 
• ' i'fly, jiiii ilominioi), tiow^ndl;)rC 
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, THE ETERNITY OF HELL-TORMENTS. 


esss. 


."• • Matthew xxv. 46.. 

i 
• Thefe Jball go anxjay into ev§frlafiing Punijhmeni, 

V 

THE excellency of the gofpcWifpcnfation 1*8 
gf^tly evidenced by tbofc fanftions of re- 

- .wands and' punifhments which it offers to the choice 
cf all its hearers, in order to engage them to be obe* 

f dient to its precepts. For it proraifcs no lefs than e- 
t^rt\al happinefs to the goodf and denounces no 
flighter a punifhment than cverlafting mifery againft 
the wicked : on the one hand, •' It is a favour of life 

• •* uhto life 5?* on the other, " A favour cf death un- 
'•« to death." And though onei would imagine the 
bare liientioning of the former would be fuflTicient to 
draw men to their duty, yet niinifters in all aj^cs, 
have foun«1 it necefTaryf frequently to remmd vtbdr 
people o£ the latter^ and to fet before them ths^cr- 

: rors of the Lord, as' fo. many powerful dilTuafiYes from 
,Cn. 
,. But whence is it that roen arc fo difinf^enuous ? 

' The rcafcn feenis tc be<his : the promifc of eternal 
happii^efs is fo ap^reenblc to the inclinatrons and wifhcs 

■ cf mankind, that all who call ihemfe Ives ChriftianF, 
linivcrfally and v/illlngly fubfcribc to ^he belief cf it : 
but then there is fcrncthing fo ihcrckin? in the confi- 


I, 


dcrition vf eternal torments, and fefmiogly foch an 
infiiute (iifproporlion bcfwCen an erf(H*-fs dur^ri-.^ r- 
ptin, and alhorElife fpcnc iapleafurctthat m-. r' 
at te*fl nf them) can fcarceJy be brought to cc; 
as an article ot ihL-ir f.iiih, thit an eternity tti m 
3wa:(i tbe wicked iii a future lUie. 

t Itiall ibcrefcre. at this time, beg leave toinlifton 
the -If'' Pt 'fi's pan of one oE ihe arttdes of oai 
<i '.'t L ! u '!.:.. .ictir 10 mke good vbat oar blei 
I ; 1. : ; ! ' itiie tbreaicned ia the wotds of t 
r ■.-, " 1 ' . "■ {liiic IB ihe wickedj fliall go avajru 
'' !■; '.■.■^r.-i. ■: ^ puiiiQn)'eiit-" 

/Vccortlinfily, withoi: C!>niiderirg ihe words aa tl 
JRand in relation lo the cnnt'it, 1 ihull rc{alvc a 
niTft to fay, into tills ofle general pioffCitloa, '•'llfl 
*ie ttirineniE rcfrrvid for the wicked bet 

t cierna! ." 
Builiefore 1 proceed to fflal^e gncd it^ I i 
htor'n joa iSil I take it for gianltii, 
^ ^'iLjlTcferii do fledullly bditrc, 
Liag^itliin them, which wc call j . 
Lfifrtb'e vS. fur*iriD^ the diir>lN; 
mg mirerable or Iiappy ic , 
'l for RtanteJ fatthei, 'i i 

njriptum, were uritteii by il' 
jbjt^be rbings therein tiitntuaLJ, : 
|rms1 truth. 
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\ torments Teferved For the wicked hereafter are eter- 

\ nal, (for I have taken it for granted, that you be- 

! lieve ibofc books, emphatically called the Scriptures, 

were /written by the infpiration of God, and that the 

things contained therein are founded upon eternal 

truth) is, that the word of God himfelf aflares us, in 

line upon line, that it will be fo. 

: ' To quote all the t'exts that might be produced in 

: proof ot this, would be cndlefs. Let it fufiic" to in- 

; fiance only a few. In the old Tcftamerjt, in the book 

of Danieii chap. xii. verfe 2. we are told, that 

4 ** fome fliall awake to eyerlafting life, and others to 

** everiafting contempt." In the book of Ifaiah, it is 

i faid. that ** the worm of thofe who have tranfgreiTcd 

r ^^ God's law, and die impenitentlyj (hall not die, 

* ^* nor their fire be quenched.'* And, in another 
t place, the holy prophet, ftruck, no doubt, with 

aftonifhmeftt and horror at the profpect of the con- 
tinuance of the toiments of the damned, Ijreaks cut 
into iiiis moving expcftulation, ** Who can cUvcii 
. •* with evcrlafiing burninj]js ?" 

The New Teiiaaient is Itiil fuller as to this point, 
it bein^ a revelation which biought this and fuch like 
particulars to a clear light. The apofile Juds teils 
us of the pi:ofane defpifers of dignititfd in hi3 d?.ys, 
that '* for them was referved the blacknefs^of dark- 
•' nefs for ever." And in the Revelations it is writti^?H 
that the fmoke of the torments of the wickf d afcendcth 
' for ever and ever. And if we believe the witncfs o{ 
men infpired, the.wiinefs of the Son cf God, v.li^ 

• had the Spirit given him, as Mediator, v/ithont me?-* 
; fure, is Rili far greater : and in iSt. Mark's gofpei he 
!' repeats the folemn declaration three fevvral times 
[ ** it is berier for ihec to enter into life vfiJimcd^'' 

' that is, it ib bw'itfcx to forego the grattlication of thy 
I lail, or ii}cur the dlfpleafare of a fiiend, which wv^f 
he aa dear to thte as a hand, cr as ufeful as a foot» 
■ > than havitig two hands and fecr/' (that is for in 
[ bulging the omiy oy rUfcbeying God to oblige 
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ibi EUfFiity 
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rriher) "tohec^ft into bell, where ibe woim riittJ 
• not, and tlie lire is not ^nenchcd." 

And litic again, in tlie »oriia of ilic irri, ' 
' (the wjflicd) Iball go away into cverbftt! - ; 
' t&cot." 

I liiiow it hag been otjfaed by Tume wlm 
' iiied the eternity of hell tonnen'6, That dif 
cvcrbiling, atid t«r and ever, Sic ohtn uit;.^ ■ i: :r,r 
Uolf Scriptures, (efpcriailir in ibc OM T(;li*mcfl| 
nticn itiey iignify not an cnillcfs duiaEion, bai bJ 
I tniicri term of lime. 

And this we readily grant : Put th<n we i 
Tbiiulifii ih'^ wotd» sre u fed with this lirrtlaCifl 
tliey cither msnifcftly appear to be ufed fo ftopi ^ 
crtriPi! : ot are put in oppofirion to nccaCocal r _ 
Tf hich God gave h'u f rcple on fomc fp^cial i>CC3fiDd 
Si whtn it is faid, " It ftisl! be a perpemai or e 
•' Wtiiig ftatute, or. a flatuie for tvci ;* tK] * 
iWn'^inB type, and net merely ita . . 
a* CTisihe pillarof tloTAd, ihe mar.na) f^A^ 
Ch", Isftly. ihey have a reljlioti to ihD 
r^iaoe with his fpiriiuji IlracI ; wliich if ■ 
in a rpifitual fenfe, will be cveilafling, 
crtrtiicnttsl difpenfatinn be uliolilhed. 

SieCidti, it ought lo be obfcrvcd, that fi 
pjfTiges juft now rrffied to, have neitfcfl 
vrcras fo mnch as mentioned in tbem and e 
iby be interpreted, fa as to denote onlfj 
trrm of yeara. f 

Outlet that be as it' will, iris iividenc >! 
dcnionttralion, that the words of ilie ti 
mit of fuch a reflraincd Jiifnification, a 
ibeir being dircflly opp^fed ip ihe wotdi u 
ly folJovinp, ••Thatibr: tiKl-Mns (lisll f 
'■ eternal." From i«bich'(rurd(i alls 
thsi the life prorcifed to ihe righ'eou: 
And why the pvnitbmrnt ihiei^lcncd to 
(iiould not be andetilood lo be riTtia! ji 
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the duration of each, no (li^dow of a reafon can be " 
given. 

, B\jkti/econdIy^ There cannot be one argument urged, 
^why God (hould reward his faints, with everla^ing 
liappinefs, which will ilot equally prove that he ought 
TO punilh Tinners with eternal mifery. 

For, firice we know nothing (at leaft fop a certainty) 
how he will deal with either, but by a. diyine revela- 
tion ; and (ince, as was proved by the foregoing ar- 
gument, he hath as pofitively threatened eternally to 
punifh the wicked, as to reward tiiegood; itfdllows, 
that his truth wifil be as much impeached and called 
in quedion, did he not inAiQ: his puniibfaentS) as it 
would be, if he did upt confer his rewards. 

To this alfo it b;<8 been objected. That though God 
ia obliged by promlie to give his rewards, yet his ve* 
racity could not bis called in queftion, fuppofing he 
fiiould not execute his threatenings, as h^ aifiually did 
not in the cafe of Nineveh ; which God cxprefsly de- 
clared by his Prophet Johah, ** ftiould be dedroyed la 
** forty days : " Notwhhftanding the fcquel of the 
ftbry informs us, that Nineveh was fpared. 

But iri anfwer to this objeftion, we afErm, That 
God's threatenings, as well as proaufes» are without 
repentance ; and for this reafon, becaufe they are both 
founded on the eternal laws of right reafon. Accprd- 
ingly we always find, that where the conditicms were • 
not performed,, on the non^performance of which the 
threatenings were dtdounced, God ajwafs executed 
the punifhment threatened. The driving Adam out of 
. £dea> the deftrucllon of the old world bv a deluge of 
Water, and the ovtrthfow of Sodom and Goutcrrah, 
are, and will be aiways fojtiany (landing monuments 
of God's execucifig his threarenings when denotaiced, 
"thoug^h to our weak apprehenfionsi the puniQiment 
may ieem far to exceed the crime. 

It is true, God old fpaf4 Nineveh, and (hat becaufe 
the inhabitants did afiually repent, and therefore pfr- 
fcrmed the conditions upon which it wa* fuppiJicd, 
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But I haftcn to the Fourth and kft argument, tQ 
prove. That the torments referved for the wickcc! 
hereafter are ecernal| becaufe the devil's punilhment 
id to be fo. 

-That there is fuch a being -whom we call the devil^ 
that be. was once an angel of light, but for his pride 
and rebeiiion againll God, was caft down f:om hea- 
ven, and is now permitted, with the reft of the fpiri- 
tual wkkedneiTes, to walk to and fro, feeking whom 
they may devour ; that there is a place of torment re- 
fervcd for them, or to ufe the apoftle^s words, " That 
" they are referved in everlafting chains under dark- 
•^ nefs unto the judgment of the great day;" arc 
truths all here prefent were fuppofed to be convinced 
of, at the beginning of this difcourfe, you believing 
the Holy Scriptures to be written by the infpiration of 
God, wherein thefe truths are delivered. 

But then, if we allow all this, and think it no in- 

. jttftice in God to puni(h thofe once glorious fpirlts 

for their rebellion; how can we think it unjud in 

hioi to punifli wicked men for their impcnicency to 

all eternity? ^ 

You will fay, perhaps, that they have finned a- 
gdinft greater light, and therefore deferve a greater 
puntfliment. And fo we grant that the puulihmeiit 
of the fallen angels may be greater as to degree, than 
that of wicked men; but then we alErni, it will be ^ 
equal as to the eternal duration of it : for iu that day, 
as the lively oracles of God inform us, (hail the Sjn 
of man fay to them on his. left hand, " Depart 
*f from me ye curfed, into everlftfting fire prept»red 
** for the devil and his angels." Where wc r^id tlut 
impenitent finners arc to be caft into the Ucnc cver- 
laOiog (ire with the dcvii and hia angeift ; ?^nd that 
too very jailly. For though they may have fini>ed 
agaiitift greater li?bt, yet Chrifiians fin jg^aicft grcatci" 
nicicy; fmcc Chriit took not hold of, did r*ot die 
fo', the fallen 'ajts^eU, but for men and for our hU 
vativ'^11. So that if God fpaurd act tht>fe txcc^X^i^x 


jSf aA'iire thyfclf, O obHinate linncr> when 
Q art, he will by no mnns Cpafc thee. 
' From nlut thru has been lud it piaioly ifpi 
htuc verily the torments leteived for the wiiiksd hcj 
after, af« eternal. And if fo, Brethren, hoy q 
IVc ti> fly to Jdu': ChxUlfor refuse; how bd 
(wc to be ill a'l m»nniir of cojiferfatii 

Jiat we m^y be accounted worthy ta e^ 
•wwfh to come! 

But before I proceed M a practical exhort 
nit me to draw an inference oi tno fnun IVlg 
i»t been faid. 

Anil^ry?, if the torments refcrved for the v 

lietcaftcc arc ctenial. what fhall we fay to ihofc. i 

take an open profcilion in their Creed to belieTCjii, 

fcvcrfaflii';;, a life of (nitery as well as hippin*'*^' 

Qfct dare to live in the a£tual cdoimiirionof.tt 

fhlch will uiiaToidably, witbout repcfttai 

Km into that place of torment? Tbod'] 

A« (he panifiimciusof the impcnitently^ 

mother Lif^, are eternal : ihon docft well, r 

Silfo believe and tremble. But know, Ov. 

^wnl'fs 'bis belief doth inituencc thy prafl 

' tnikei thee bid adieu to thy (tna, every time l] 

' pCatcfi thy Creed, thou doefl. in eifcil fay, T '^ 

UiiU be undone for ever. 

But,/s«ni//|r, If the tormenta rcferved for the m 
her^fiCT are eternal, th:n let thia fcsc aa a til 
10 fflth pcrfons (and it ia to be feared there k 
fuchl who go about lodiiltiade others fri^ 
iief or fiich .in import',iiir tru(b : there being;! 
vfAy, in all probability, 10 encour3g<^ and pr^ 
fiJ^litya^^l prufanencfe, than ilic bioachiajj 
twining To uuwarranlal^Ic a do£lnnc. Foi 
litiiv th: ;atB of God ccitceniing the c 
■:,nnsnt^, arc already loi.nd infufiicient « 
tiuiii lit), a higher pitch of ^ckeditcfe ttlM 
';iiit i;<[-y will quickly aniwc at, when thcyj|| 
:-3 rii:i!itain any hcpC£ of a fu tuie r« "' 




[_ ficrtn.XlI. if HeV Torments: ii4t 

Aem $ OTi what is fiitl worfe, that tlieir faiih arc 

hereafter to be amiihiiated, and become like the beafb 

thztpcilfhi But wo unto fuch blihd leaders of the 

[ Umd* No wonder tf they both fall into the ditch; 

Ai^d let fuch corrupters of Gbd^s word kiiaw, that | 

'lid^ify imto erery man that Keai'cth nie this d^f^ 

'. *' That if any one fliali add unto, or take away from 

*f< the words chat are written in the book of. (^od^ 

^< God {hall take his part out of the book of life^ and 

^ fliall add unto him all the plagues that aire in that 

« book?' 

Thk-d/y and lajly\ If the toralents referred for the 

mcked hereafter are eternal^ then this may ftrre as a 

K^xoof for thpfe who Quarrel with Godt and fay it i$ 

: inconfiftetit with his juftice, to punifli a peffon %o .dX 

i eternity I only for enjoying the pleafurea of fin for a 

; feafoa. B.ut fuch pt^riofifiixitt^ be told, that it is not 

thi^f|i^nking'<w calliujI^God unjuft, will make hiqi 

fo» mo more than a condemned prifoner's faying the 

law or jtxdge is nn}u(l» will render either duly charge-^ 

d4e with' fuch an imputatioil. But knoweft thou, 

O' won»i what blafphemy thbu art guiilty of, in 

charging God with snjumce? '' Shalt the, thing 

** fonned fay to him that formed it» Why haft thou. 

• *< made me thus ?'' Witt thou prefume to arraiga 

the Almighty at the bar of thy fliallow reafoningi 

'And, call him unjuft for puoifliing thee eternally, 

only becaufe thou wiQieflr it may not; be fo? But 

hath Cod faid it, and (hall he not do iV? He hatli 

faid it : and' let God be true though every man^ be a 

I Mar. *• Shall not the judge of ail the earth do right ?'* 

'. Affuredly he will. And if finners will not own his 

r juftice in his threatnings here, they will be compelled 

tie long ta own and feel them» when torme;ated by 

him hereafter. 

r Bnr to come ^ a more pradlcal application o£ 

: what has been delivered. 

You have heard, brethren, the eternity 4f hcU- 
^ ^Ffjfientt plaifily provedi from th;^ exprefs decteritiot^ 

o 


o/floWSc'riptiirei, Mficaojniueiiccariituntllr dam ' 
from ihcm. And now th«rcfre-r;:. ■ -j ■•:. n--. i? . 
a/t of ib<ntric to peifuadc siiy uti _ 
to avoid and abhor thole fins, whiLi , 
ance will certamlypluii^ him inio ^r.^^k.^cL^l^^,^:, 
The diCpropoitioD bciween the plealurc and Uieyw 
(if ihcte be any pl»riire in fio) ig fo infioitcif £tBa.:, 
cbnt fuppofiDg it was only pcH&6lc, tfaou([h IIM cer- 
tain, that ihe widtcd would be evcr'aflingly puninicii, 
n» one >hac ha«i the leifon of a man) fur it><: enjujin^- 
a tittle tnaraenury plcaftjre, would, one might W.i.- 
giuci iu:i [he hz^ard of endurinfi eieriud pa.lr V. 
fuiK 'Ue iDrmcBii. of liifi ilaruned are not "r ' 
bit, bti; ceiuin, (Tiiice God hinifelf, who c . 
h'*-, told u^ fo) for men, nctwithfUnding, i^' ^ 
Jii their tiifobediena, and then flatter thnnfrlrc!, tin: 
God will not mfkc good his thr«ueiiiiij[6, ii si tac>i 
C£i>rgti<ue i:ift)uiec of folly and prcfuniption. 

DircB himfelf furpofedj. thai if one rofi? I'r ;', i 
di^iiil, hia btethren would amend their 11. 
Clm^taiks. it (Vemi, will not repent, ihou^ti : 
of God ilii-''- and roft again, and told them '.■ 
tault (.'Xpeft, if [hey continue obliir - 

H'oold we now aitd then drs's 
from fiorihle ohje^, and by iaiili . i 
on the Hiiferio of :bc damned, I liouht rjn 
fhauld, as it were, h?ar many an uiibappy <- 
isg his fruitkfa forrows, io fome fucb pitcn i 
XI thtfff 

" U wietehed man that I am^ who fluU4 
•' a\t from this body of death !" O fooUOiT ■ 
thai I wag, thus to bring rayfelf inra ihcfe ncverfli 
ing tortures, for the iranlitory (.uj 
lliort-livcd pleafuies, which fcarc. : 
fatisfz^ion, even when 1 moft ..i 
thtni. A1a» t anr rh-f? tnp w., ■- 
of (In? Are all f^ ' 

come (0 this : 


Vifi::a pii' 


iiei-oi BBppin^u, «an.i 


fs^:^- 
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'feterat years dnidgeiy ift his fenric^, ihus td invoivc 
me in eterml trot* O chat I had neirer hearken^ 
to bis beguiliog infiauadotts ! O that I had reje^icd 
"Iiis Tery &(t faggeftieus trich the utmi^fi dc'teftation 
axid abhorrence ! O that I had taken up my crofs and 
^^Uotred Chriftl O that I had neve^ ridiculed feri- 
, cms godlioefs ; and out of a falfe pdlitenefs) condemfi- 
ed the trnly piQixs as too feVerei enthuliaftic» or fn- 
{itrftiticmai For I then had been happy indeed, kap- 
>>y beyond elpreffion, happy 10 all etermty« yonder 
4n tbofe bfeiTed regions where they fit; clothed witfa 
iOl»^peakable glory, and chanting forth their feraphic 
^alkltijahs to ihe Lamb that fitteth upon ^he throne 
' ^f or ever. But, ^las I iSiefe refleftions come too late : 
thefe wiChes novkr are vain and fraitlefs. I have not 
jGtfffered, and therefore muft not reign irith them. I 
"faa^e in tStOt denied tfae Lord that bought me, ^xA 
^dbectfore jttfUy am I now denied by hirki. ^But mud 
I live for e^^r tormented in thtfe flames ? Muft this 
%oAj of mine, which not long fince lay in date, was 
ctbmed in piirfrie and fine Iinen» and far(^d fumptuonr* 
%f every day, mnft it be here eternally coiifined, ai|d 
'made the liaockery of infulcing devils ? O eternity! 
ttiat thought fills me with defpair : I muft be mife* 
liable for even 
' Come then, all ye felf-delnding, felf-deluded £n- 
tiers, and imagine yourjfelves for once in the place of 
!Aat truly wretched man I have been here defcribitig^ 
Think, I beCccch yon by the mercies of God in Chrift 
JefttSi think with yourrelves, how racking, how infup- 
portable the never*dying worm of a feff-cdhde^mDiag 
coiif^ience will hereafter b^ to you* Think how im- 
pbffit^e it Wfll be for you <« to dwell ^feheverlaft* 
&: Ing burnings.'^ . 

^ Come, ^ ye Chriftians of a lukewarm, Laodice- 
tn fpirtt, ye Q%]1\<^ in rdxgion, who care a little, but 
"i^t enough for the thinjgs of God ; O think, think 
with yoaffeives, how deplorable it will be to lofe<tbe 
enjoyment iofbeiven, and rbhi into endiefs tornie^ta^ 


C44 ^^' Etmtily 

nenly b«caufe you will be content to be aim 
will nor (lri« to be altogetber Chriftia ' 
I hefcech fOu canfuteri haw you will rave % 
tbu fatal Itopiility whicb tDide you bclicTcv 
led I ban tto? fiilh mjcfus, prodmftive t 
Diict piuyi (clf-dcniAl, aK'l moniticationJ 
you from thi^fc tormeniE, ihe eternity of w 
been ciii}c»»oaring lo pioire. 

Bill I cin Da more. I'hcfe ibougKta s 
lancholy fur me to dwell on, as well as {^ 
fecui und Gtid kuowi, as punilhing ta bn 
wmk, fo d>:iM>uucing his thrcBteitings is i 
if tfai: bare mentioning the tormeitta.of tbep 
fo Ibocking, how tctiib^e mull the eni^uriof 
be! 

And ROW, arc noE fome of you ttiAji 
*' Tbrle arc hart! rayin);s. wbo can bear d 

But let noc fioc^re Chriftrans be io th^ 
£ed at wbat has been delivmcd : no, for^ 
iinvcd a crown, a kingdom, an eteroal a _ 
ing weight of !;tofy Chflll never faid (hsf 
leoun, the believing, the upright, ihefinc* 
wickei!, rnerdicfa, negiiivcly good profeiri ' 
deferibtd, ihiil go into everlailing puniflim^ ■■ 
yoa, who love him in (incerity, \ ntw and ! 
wny is laid open loloibc Holy of Holies by d' 
cf J-fti* Chrift: and au abundant entr;intt 
wlminiilctcd unto you, at t be great Aaj a 
Jmo rternjil life. Take heed, tliercfoTCt i 
Jihat there be not in ony of yoa a root a 
fpriiiging up of unbelief; but on the 
faltiy and hearii'y rely od the many pred 
icacbed cut to you is ihe pofprj, kuow 
■nhi h^trfa ptemi/ed is faichfat, 
ptfform 

But ;«i no ohftjritelv wicked profrllj 
apply any i>i tlic /ivine [fiotnifia lo 
" ius ii U n'jc meet :ri tak; ihe chil 
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the Lord otily belong. And as certainly as Chrill 
will (kf to bis true followers^ *^ Come, ye blefied 
** children of my Fath^nr, recciye the kingdom pre* 
•r pared for you from the beginning of the world ;7 
fo he «irtU unalterably protiounee thrs drtsKiful fen* 
teiice againft all that die in their fins, ^< Depart from 
^ me, ye curfed, into eyorlafting fire, pcep«uried for 
•^ the dcVil'and his angels/* 

Fram which unhappy ftate» may God of his in& 
iiifte mercy deliver us all through Jefus Cbrift ; to 
whom, with theet) Falhert and thee O Holy Ghoft, 
three perfons and one eternal God, be afcribed, as is 
Mfoflrduef, all honottr, poirer, might, luajefty^ aiiddo^ 
%iuttbnt nowj^ndfore^rmpre. 


•— * V «'* 


S^ERMON XIIL 


THE GREAT DUTY OF FAMILY-RELIGION. 

• ■ . ' ■ ■• ' • ' 

A 

JoshXja xxi^. I J, 

■ ■ • » 

' As fir me 'and my Moufe^ -we will ferve tie Lord* 

THESE words contain the h«}y refolution 0^ 
pious Joihuai who hating) in a moft movin^t^ 
, affe<9:ionate difcourfe recounted to the Ifra^Iites what 
great things God bad done for them, in the verfe 
immediately preceding the text, comes to ^raw si 
proper inference from what he had been deliveriiig; 
knd acquaints tfaetn, in the moft preiling terms> that 
iiace God had been fo exceeding gracious unto them^ 
they cQuld do no lefs, than out of gratitude Idbrfuich 
uncommon f^dbrours and mercies, dedicate both them* 
felves and families to his fervice. •« Now, ^bfilEN 

Q.3 


L. 


t 


1^ Tf^rAitT^^ 

■< fike. (eir the Lord, and {ei*e him in rtncerity v 
" trail), siidpnt >«ray thcgoiig whkh joarHAt 
" fared an the oibrf fide o( the flood." And by d 
rami^ enfrxgiiig moijrc does the prophet Simocl i' 
«■«]» rnfocce dicii obedience lo ihc comtn«idiii 
of God. I iiam. xii. 34. " Only feat the Lord « 
" fcTTC him in rrath with ail your heut i far c 
" dcr how Krcut thtn|^ be hub done for yoo." 
ilirnt ilwi they hiight not excufe themfel*e« (h 
r.ijn> might be apL (o do) by his giving tbrm a bid 
cvjiiiplf, or think he wm liying he»y burdens itpoo 
I nrr.i, whild he hin^felf lODched thtm not wiih Oioe 
of his fiogert, he tellt them in the text, tha< -'■hn- 
ever reg»d they might pay to the (&o£lnr.e h,. ml 
been preaching, yet he (ai all mjnifterc ought lO c;', 
uas refoUed 10 lire up fO and pr^itife U himletf: 
" Choofc yon therefore whom you will ferTc, wbo- 
" ihcr the gods which your fatbcrg fcrred, or ibc 
*< gods nf the Amoiites, in wbofe land ye 'dmH - 
*■ btu M for me and my hovfe, wt «iU fer*e tlw 
" Lotd " 

A refolutlon this, worthy of JoOiua, itul on lefr 
btoming, Tto left necefTjry for every ttuc fon t ' 
j.)(hua, that ie intruded with rhe care aiul gofc 
mtnt of a fsmily in ourtiay : and, if it wa» ercr fell 
fonslilc for minifters to preach up, or people to I 
la pr^icUce Family Religion, it was never Riorci| 
th jii in the prefciit age ; Gnce it is greatly to b« fc 
eti, ihii-.cut of chofe muiy houfeboldsthat eaDlf 
\-S\'\: CTri"iiit:^s ih^tsstc but few that f«f» 
tiiji, ^[ij'tCL-vp familiet as I bey ought. 

!: i^ riiL- indcid, irifit our cburcbes and f 
p.:.., -.pi Ice foi:i;i.'(hing frf tH- '"■-1- "f 7 f^Hnj 
I'ublilling Htnong us; bu; :. 
nict with in private tiouft^ 
an^eli (o come, as in the ;'. 
Dill- fpirirual wcor.oftiy a; lion-e, wolU \\m 
tempted 10 fay, tu Abrabani IQ AbinteJecfi^ 

:• fbs kuM ~ ~ - 
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How fach a gciKnl ocgled of FainilT Religion 
firft bc^gitn ro ovenpTcad ihr Chriilian noild, is dif- 
(icnlt 10 detcTinine. As for thr primtiive Chrifliin;, 
I am poticive it was no{ fo with ihem : No, (hey hid 
not fu Icvmsd Chiitl, ac Ufely to imagine religion 
was ro be confined fokly 10 iheir afleinhltcs for pub- 
lic worihip; bat, on the comrar^', bchared wiih foch 
piety and cxeaiphry holiuefs in their piiuate families, 
that S[. P^ittl oticn llilcs their houfc a church : ij>> 
Ime fuch a one, lays he, aadths church which !b in 
hi» boure. And, X believe, we muft for ever dcfpair 
of iMtng » piimittve fpiric of piety revived in the 
wcffid, till we are fo happy as to fee a revival of pri- 
mitive Family Religion ; and perfons unanimoufly 
refotving with good old joOiua, in the wonts of the 
text, " As 'for me and my houfc, wc will fcnre the 
" Lsrd '■ 

From which woide> I thall beg leave 10 inlili on 
ihefe ffarec ihiag*. 

I. fir/l, Thai it is ihe duty of every governor of 
a family to take care, that not only he himfelf, but 
alfo (hat ihofc committed (o lits charge, fcrve ibc 
Lord 

IL S,c6t>My, i (kill endeavotir to (hew .-irtcr wlnt 
manner a governor and bts bwtfehold ought ro feive 
the Lord. And, 

III. Thirdly, I fhall offer fomc motitn, in order 
toexcile all govcmore, with their refpefKve houfe- 
)ir>!<It, ID ferve the Latd in the manner (hat ihali be 

' ■i-.ded. 

: :'.. I am to fhew that it !a the dory of 
I nor of i family to take care, that not 
<'", Vj> alfo that (hofc commiited t» Ilii 
t the LoriL 

; peat, if we confider tbit nttf 

I r au);bt (0 look upon hioirdf af 

■''•■ capacitici : as a Prophrt, <o in- 

\t} pray for and with ; as a "' 

„ ..., — .., , *aA provide for them, it a 



liadM't ihe Utter of there, ibeir k.iiigi)' office, ibc^ 
r not fo frtqurnitf de6ci<n[ in, (na; ib thi* tticf 
are ^cn»allj too foticitaos-O l>ut as for the two Ik" ' 
met, thcii ptictUy and |>n)phctic i>£i:es, like d'fil 
Arj cjre for no fuch ihinga. But howcfej ii '"" 
rem (brae gOKrnoia miy be about it, they b 
atTtitcd, due Gml trill cequite a due dirchargfrl 
ihife offices at their hands- For if, 3£ the ap* " 
t;U'-s, " he that dots not protitkfor hiBOWJi 
ID innp«;~Al thingE, *' hits demed the f ' 
*' woffe thin an iti&dcl;" to wh» gie^tt 
jpoft.icjr mud h^ have arrived, who takes n 
to [w:ivi<(e f^i rbe rpiriioil wclf»FC pf his fattj 
iWi uiiiicr, ]>a(on5 ate generally •cry I 
tVci: i'lveiriuts againU the clergy, tai I 
jii'll*- bl.niiL- [hu coiidud 6f that miniftct *! 
not lale he.-<i (o imd watch over the flocki of I 
tbi* Ho!y Ghoft has made him overiecf : I 
every governor of a family, be lo a lower d«gf 
lo the fame cenfurc, who lak.s r.o il 
fouls who arc ccmmiiied to hit ch 
hoofe is as it were a liide pariQi, etery g 
was before obfcrved) a piietl, every fam 
And if any oj them penfh thTuugh ihc gwrtrn 
gtect, thtir blood wili God require at bis hfnig. 

Wrrc a .v.if,i|ler lo ilifregard teaching hil peo] 
pii'i'ii'.. ■:.■■'- ro hnofc, and lO f^it 

l'i-rn> had enough tO do tO H 

•"'L' I ' fear ariil tienibliogi 

< : . :..: .viib ibac of othere; 

' think luch a minJller, lo be lUt , 
' One ibat neither feared God ilCli 
■ ■ .'" And yrt, tKiicuu as futhaq 
i;r i-'(.uli! re, it is no w.-ri: 
iatiit) dtferveg, who tb:; 
favehi^ o>vn foa', wiihtu: 
fault of bps houfehold ivi ^^^ *. 
fvifv h, ufe i! is ,1 were a psrifl), and every mil 
''!i.'.n._: ,. fcLurr, a^ tnueh u in him Ji 


r 

\ ntvail prpfperky of every one under hie rodf^ ad any 
fniQildctr.WhatjeTcr is obliged to I^ok to the fpiruual 
welfare of every indmdual perfon under hh charge: ' 
\ What precedeuts men who negk£l their duty if| 
tl|is particular! can plead for fuch omiflion, I canine t 
It^lL DouJHlefs pot the exa^iple of holy Job| who 
«ra8 fo far from imaginiog that he bad no concern, aa 
gpyernor of a family, with any one's IbuTbut faia own, 
tijiat tb^ Scripture acquaints us, " When the days .of 
1^.. hi^clixidf<;n'sfeafting were gone about, that Job feat 
¥ a^d fanflified them, and offered burnt-offering, ae- 
Mjcording to the number of thena all; forjobfaidy 
** it may be that my ions have finned and curfed Gjod^ 
M in their bcaxts.: Ihus did Job continuaiiy." Nor 
HSkfi cbey plead the pradiceof^ood oki Jp&tta, whom, 
lathe text, we find aa muth cooeerned for bis hcufe- 
. h.olfl's welfare, as his own. Nor lafHy, that of Cor* 
selius^ who feared God, not oply himfelf^ but with, 
pfUibis iLou&: And were CbtiAtans but. of the fame 
(piiic of Job^ Jofliua, and the Gentile centurion^ they 
would ^&. 38 Job, Joftua, and Cornelius did. 
[ ^at alas ! if tlus be the cafe, aod all governora of 
f adniliea ougbt not only to ferve ihe Lord tbemfeli^an 
b^ li^ewtfe to fee tbat their refpe&ive boufeliolds dd| 
fo too ; what will then become of tbofe wboz^Ot on- 
ly negle£t ferTing God themfelves, but air<^ make it 
thtnr bufinefs to ridicule and feoff at any of their 
boufe that xio ? Who are not content with " not en* 
^* tering into the kingdam of beaven themfelves; but 
; " tjiofe alfo that aire willing to-entcr in, they hinder/' 
Surely fuch men ^rd fa£lor« for the devil indeed. 
Surely their damnation ffumbereth not : For although 
God, in his. good providence, m?>y^faffer fucb ftum- 
biing blocks to be put in his cbildr^ti's way, and fuf- 
fer theit greateft enemies to be thofe of their own 
houfeholda^.for atrial of their fincerity, and improve- 
ment of their faiiih ; yet we cannot but pr^>nounce a 
woe againft thofc maft.ers, « by whom fuch offenec4j 
•' conir." For if thofe tbat only take care of thtic 


is a^^l 
to aOT 


2|o negnat'l^iay 

ONO fonUt can fcarcely be i%nA, where inll fa 
OinnUtou*, profane, and wicked forernore appear 
Bm hoping there are but few of thU unhappy ftzm 
proceed we no*' to ih; 

Srcvid xhiast, p.'opjfrd : To fnew after what mi 
ner a govn-DOf and his bourchold ought ro fcrrc t 
Lord. 

I. Aail the firft thing I flull mention, ic, i 
th? Woid ot God. Thii is a duty iticuntbii 
vKtj priTaic pf rfon. ** Search the Scripto 
•' lliem ye think ye have eternal Hie," is 
given by our blefied Lord indifferently to i 
much nioic fo, ought every goreriior of a fflm!*— 
think k in s peculiar monner fpolccn to himfcii, 
CMie{ii bath h^ca already p»o«d) heooghi ui 
upon hin>fr,lf jf n Prophet, and therefore, ajjrc. 
to Io(,h a ci^yaflcr, bound to inflrucl thoft i 
hin charge in the knowledge of the Word of < 'i 
This, we find, was <he order God gave to.b 
culiir people Ifrael : for thus rpeaki hit reprc' 
ti»c Mofcs. Deui. y'v (S, 7. *' Thcfe woTdg,"!! 
the Saipture words, " which I continand I 
<> ^Aj, (hill he it) thine heart, and thou C 
■* them diligently unto thy children," that 1*,-^ 
gensralty explained, fervantEi as well aa < 
«' and fliili talk of ihem when ihou fiitcft i 
" bonfc " From whence we may infer, that ih- ■ 
ly wafon, why fo maiiy negleS to read the wot- 
ficiipture, <li1igent>y to their children, is, heci afe rt 
words of Scripture are not in their hearts t fiofJ 
wirrc, out ui the aVmidance of tba heart tfaeirjf 
would fpe»k. 
Defdei) innnUy at well aa children, tnjk 
tneraTl;y, very ignorant, and ii 
pws of God : And howlhallilic- 

te^ch ibeio? and what more proper t 
Htm liy than lbs lively Ornclcn of Goil, " nld 
' abieiomalie ihcfli wife unto ftlvatioTi^" 
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tbaa pare Qta and maftert, who (at bath been roore 
than once ot)ferved) are as much ^oncecned to feed* 
tfaem with fpiritual, as wish bodily bread| ilay by day« 
But if thefe things be fo^ what a mtfend)ie ciondi- 
UoQ are thofe unhappy governors in, who are fo far 
frofin feeding thofe committed to their care with the 
^ucere milk of the Word, to the intent they may 
grow thereby^ that they neither fearcfa ttfae Scriptures 
themfelreav nor are careful to explain them to others? ' 

' Such families oiuft be in ^ happy way indeed to do^ 
their matter's will, who take fuch prodftgious pains 
to ketow it f Would not one imagine that they had 
turned converts to the chnrch of Rome ; that tbey> 

I thought Ignorance to be the mother of devotion ; and 
that thofe were to be eotidemned as heretics who 
read theif Bibles? And yet' bow fiew families are * 
there amongftuty who do not a€l after this un&emiy 
mantier i ^' But (hali I praife them. in this? .J praife . 
** tiienf not : 'Brethren, this thing ought not fe to tie " 
a. Fafs we oomwto'the fecond means-whercby 
every giovenior and his houfehold ought to ferve the 

• Lord, Family- prayer* 

This is a duty» though a«^ mtieh tte(^£led^ yet as 
abiblutely nectflafy as the formers fieaflKng is a ' 

\ good preparative for ]Nrayer) as prayer, is an excellent 
means to render reading effeilual. ' And the reafon 
why every governor of a family Ihodd join both chdc 
exercifes together, is plain, hecanfe a governor of a 
family cannot perform his prieftly office (which^we 
before obferved be is in fome degree iiivefted ^tth) 
without performing this dutyof family-prayer 
' We find It therefor remarkcdt '5?.hen mentton is 

I made of Cain and fibt?% oStmk^izzf\fitii$i that t%ty . 

brouglti thecn. But to whom did <n\;y bring ihim ? 

Wby» isi idl probabiiity t0 4their father Adam^ *^'ho, 

as p*ieli<>^f ihr family, wasto ^ifftr facrifite in- their 

namfcs, Ar.i to Kkewife ought every fpiritttsi fat^ of 

f the ferond Adaai^. who itr entrttftcd wi-h the csrs of 

. an huufcboujd to offer up tije Qjiiritual facrificci of iup- - 


iff Tpgfi^'iitS 

dk;>tion> xnd th»nkfgi»itip. «cMpa 
ttTOu'i-'n Jefun Chf ift, in iM prcfcnC'- ; 
■bo xnlt upon, or cm iwat ai hi^ \aI 

Tbua we lead our bicRcil Lord h:!ijvad wh^ 
lat>':iiucTcd afnon)>(l us; For it is faitl of 
piAvcd with bU twelve liifciplcs, which ^ , 
litiic fiimily And he himrdf h.i> prontifeKi 
cuUf bUfiiiig to joint fuppHcationi : Wli" 
two v( ihrce are gathered wgctber in mj J 
Ihfrc iint I in ihc middi of them And RgaTn, 1 
or ibrec arc agree.I touching any thinjj they P" 
it ill ill be )tlv;ii ihem. Adil to 'hi>, tliMtMj 
minilCil by the Apojtk to pray alw 
iwr of fupplications, vhldi doubtlcfe inn 
prayer And holy Jolliuj, when he Cef] 
icfolution in the irxt. that he ani I ._ 
WLnild fffve theLofd, certainly rtfoIreJ^O J 
't'li iAivilf, vhieli iji one of tbe belt te&imoi 
COiil'l i'ivc of theiir feitirij; Uim. 

B-fiJi-fl, lii^ic iie ni) fjaiilics bmi 
comt»)ii bitiriii(;f. of which they havff I 
uVrrs, togive ihink» for; foin; coiWfWtT 
xfflivtiont, wliicb llicf arcio pr^y Jt^ainflj 
mon tins, vhich ih^jr are a)i to lamrnt ai 
,how ihis can tie doue, without ju!nja|^ 
onr ciimmou ail of hitmittation, fu{i| 
tli-iflXfRivingi is dlfliiTu't to devife. 

Pif.m M which coafider^titms put toget 
drill, ^li.jl f.iuiily prayer is a i;re*i and n| 
3ii'' . -'"'■ .|«atlii thofe governors thai i 
cei.'.ii-', i. ul;Mir cKcufe. And it ig o 
>ii[ family pmyef, i 


ihe 


irid. 


AiiJ y-rt, fuch^ an hatefbl charinLler a^i 
to be feared, that was God to fend a 
dettroy us, as he did o»cl- io di-rtruy 
firil-lwin, and withal i^i\ 
to (pare no hoiffes bu' v 
flic lini 


i^ families efcape,^ but chjofe that calldl op(£ti bimtti 
, morning and evening ^rzjzt : f^^wottlJ remain uii!^ 
\^Tt hy his avenging fworS, Shall I term fucH fam& 
Ties Chriftians or Heathens : doabtlefs they deferve not 
th0 papne of phriftians ; ar^d Heathens will furtly rife 
up in judgment againil fuch profane families of this 
geper^tipn :ior they had always thei^r houfeboltt godst 
^hom chey wbrfhippedf and whofe afiiftanee they 
frequently invoked. And a pretty paTs thoTe families 
farely are arrived zt\ who muft be fent to fdhool to 
Fa^ns. But will not the Lord be avi!nge^ en Tupb 

fir^ane houfeholds as thefe ? VVjll be not ptKir out 
is fury appn thofe that call not upon hie name ? 
3. But it is time for me to haften to the third and 
'iaft means I (hall recommend^ whereby every govern 
nor o^htf viith bis hoafehpid, to ferve the Lprd» ica- 
t^chifing 9^ in(lrtb£ting their cbilciren and fervafitSt 
and bringing them up m the nurtiire and admcfkicioa 
4)f thcXord. 

.. l^at thisy as well as th^ two former, is a duty in- 

Cumbenf on every governor of an houfe, appears from 

ibat famous, encomium ^t capdmeodsaipn: Go4 give9 

of Abraham : ** I know tbat he will cammaud hia 

** children arid his bou&bold after himi to keep-tbc 

w^ay of the £4ord| to dp juftkc and judgment/* 

iiind indeed fcarce any thing is tmip frequently preiT- 

-ed upon us in Holy Writ, than this.dutyof.«itccfcifing. 

Thus, fays God in a pauage before cited, *^ Thou 

** fhalt teach thefe words dtligently^to thy children.^ 

Aud parents, are commanded iu the New Teft^menjr« 

^* to breed up thc^,,chiW^eain the nurture and ad- 

'* monition of the Lord." The hoIy,Pfalmift ac- 

.'qusunts, us, th^t one great end. why Go^ did fuch 

l^r^at wonders for his peopte> was, ^^ tOt tWinteKt 

•* that when they .grew uj>» they {bo uld Jfiie«r their 

** children, or fcivants, the fam :/' AtiiJ in t)aute- 

xowmy vi, at the 20th and folio wm|r'^<^rfe», God 

ftridily commsmds bis people to inflr uil the«t; chii* 

4rea in the true nature of the cet^moftial Wf^ffhip, 
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wben they flwutd enquite about it» as he fappofc : 
jbcf wouttl do, in time m come. Andt if fcirtni: 
and chiUrra were to 6c inftru^cd in the luturc o' 
}evt(b iit«, tnudi mote ooght they now to be inr- 
tisted sail grounded iit the doftrincs and firll pHnci 
p!c»of thcgofpeiofChiifl: not only, fcccaafc it i» / 
itnliiioa, whicK hat brought life and immomlkv 
lo a faUet lad clearer light, but aKo bcciiir? niir 
feductra are gone abroad into the world, wh"!; t:- 
annoft eitdcavour to dcftroy not only the ( !; 
iti/e, but liliewife to fap the »ery foondatim 
nioll holy religion. 

Would then the t>refer.t generation hive ( 
icrity be true lo»<« and honourere of God -, 
and parents inuft take Solomon's good ;id>i.:< , 
min up and CAtccbtfe their ref^eftive boufchuJii ;:. 
the way wherein (bey fliould go. 

Ismavare but of one objcftioiii that can i tii- 
luy Ihcw of reafoOt be urged againfl what baa beri 
kdTanced; which is, that Tueh a procedure as tl-i: 
Drill lake up too much time, and hiuilrr families i^ 
long from iheir worldly bofincfi. Dot it it mur^. <r 
be qncflioned, whether perlbns that (tart fa: ' 
}ection, are not of the fame hypocriiical if" 
traitor Jndai, who had indJgnarion agaim'- :- - 
Mary, for being io profufc of her oiniment, in aumu' 
ing our bleffed Lord, and.a&ed why it might i»t h 
fold iarrvo hundred p:ntc, and given to the pov: 
For hasGud given us (o much lime to woiV f.ir- ni;r 
(elver, and (}a»\l we not aUow fame fmall p ' ' 
I), morning and eve:iin^, to bedcroicd m 
immediate urorfhlp and fcf^icc ? llwc rrn: ;■ 
tead, that it is God who gtrea men power tap- 
wcallh, and therefore that the befl way to pral|l|r)u 
the ipotid, 19 to fecure his fiivoiii ? And MA SK our 
bIcJIed Lord hunfcli pronufcd, that if we TixiFfir'^ 
the kingdom of God and his righieoafiicCi, ill Vui 
ward ncce&ric8 Ih'ill Ik added unlo uc i ^ 

Abraham, no doubt, was a man of s 
I fut;h objc£lora luay boi but yet h^ 


^loil^^o c^mmaiyl hk h^vfehoid toferve the Lgrd« 
.£lfyy Jpavid was a kiag, and confe^oiitly^had'a great 
,jji^o{ bufinefa apon his hands; yet, notviiliftaiiding 
bc^profeiTeS) that be would ^k to hi^ houfe with » 
pe{ie£t heart, Aad^ to in^nce but ope mpre» iioly 
^0iiia..was aperfoB certainly engaged very much m 
«efQpofal. affairs ; and |ret be fel^nmly declares be- 
fore all Ifrael) that as for him and his houichoidi tbcf 
^K(iuld ferve the Lord. Aatd did perfims h;nt redeem 
ibeir time af Ahrldbanny Da?id^ or Joftua did^.dMy 
iN[9^fiild nD longer complain» that family duties kepc 
tbem too long from the bufitief^ o( th<e world. 
1 IIL £ttt my third and laft geaeral bead, lAidet 
vhicbr i was co offer iome motives, iou order to ^uidtQ 
jliV governors^ urith tbdir refpe&i'V^ Jionfehoids, ta 
§tcw^ die Lord ia the manner before; recommended, 
I hope, will ferTe inftead jof a thoQfiiii5l sirgomenlSy 
tft^r^'T? ^^^ weaknefs and folly ^faitjfiiqib ol^«£tion. 
. 1. Jmd thetficft motive X ibailxnention k the du- 
Xf'^ >gcatixude« which yo« chat ar^e goiifernors of fa- 
Wii^ owe to God. — Toui: lot;^ ciscry one mu& con- 
Sfskf is- caft m a fair ground : (Providence heth givea 
|Du • goodly Jieritage, above inany of yotft ^fellow: 
,' oeati^ies > aiid thefsfore, out of a principle of grau- 
H tode, y<x|i ought to endeavourfcas nmch as na^oalies^ 
. tMnake every peribn 0^ your refpe^ive faeufeholfe 
[ 4Q call vtfpn him :a^ !oiag «6. they live : not to men^ 
'. tioiiji tbatjthfaariiortty, with whkb Ood has inveft^* 
. ed yooaf patei;^ aad.govcrDoa*of fam is a ta-* 
lent GOQPkinitted to. your imft, and^iidiich you atW 
I' hcNKtnd.to improve to your Maftcr'« l>WJOt>f. 4n4>thcff 
;. thbgs» we find governors and pax^n^. 1^9 exsrcife 
^ Io^d(hip^ov^ their children and ftrvai^Ct^djiyi and 
:' &ect«ea|iyeaoi>gh can fay u>.oae, Go^'a^lH^^^ 
\ »nd toaiwtber,, Come, and he cometh ; Mi ^ third, 
! Do this, and he doeth it<, And (hall this ppWcr be 
fo often M||4oyedin your own affairs,. and orrer «3> 
erted in the thiaga of. Q^od i Be aftoni&ed^ Q W^ 
vensj^at this} ..... 


I 


tjrt 


Tifi^rtarDutj 


Thus did not f.iiihfu] Miraham t 


, ood-i 


i- But rMrJ^, U a»iiui; | 
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Icms mki pity to your CUMrcny .wi!l prerail oa you ; 
■yet kt a priacfple of oominon honefly aad jaftice 
mof^c you to fet up the holy refolutioo in 'the text. 

irhi« it a principle wjbich aU men wpuld ^ tboughc 
tii a^' ispon.^ But f ertainly^ if any may be truly ccii» 
Au'ed for their injofticfe^ none can be more liaUe to 
fuch cenfiire^ than tbofe frbo. think tbemfelve* in- 
iured if their fenrants withdraw tbemfelTes from thek 
bpdil/ worky aa^ 7^^ ^^^^T ^^ ^'eturn take no oare of 
lll^ inc^ftifrtaUe fouU. For ia it juft that (iervao^ 
flio^td 4>CQ<i ^heir time and flxei\gth in their iQafter'a 
fm^ffiriTj and maftcrs not at the fame time giTe diein. 
what ia Juft and xqual for their fervice P^ 

JU'^ia true^ fofne men a^ay- think they have done 
M#«^b wbtA they -give ttiito their fcrvants food and 
ninaoiif f and (ay» did not I bargain with $bce for {q 
miioh a^year i But if they give them no other reward 
lkan,|)iia» what do tbeylefa for their very beafbf 
Bttrofe not fenraatabetfier.than theyi JO^uklefii the^ 
are i aod however ma^eia may put off .their convict 
liooa for thic prefenti they will find a time will^comje^ 
wiMnthey mil know they ought to havegiven diem 
f9fm0 fpirituid aa^well aa temp^ ^^> * 9iad die cry 
4o( <ihoC(B that have mowed dowil tKeit fieldtt ^i^ ^^ 
ter into the eara of the Lord of Sabaoth. 

<4. But Futrtbfy, If neither gratitude to Goi, pity 
19 €hUdren» nor a principle of ciqmmoo juftioe to fer* 
itaiit8» are Cai^ciit to babmce all objedioaa ; yet let 
tto darlings that pfiavatliiig motive of felf-iotereg; 
lum the fcale, aAdeamge you witli your, relga^ye 
>ko«fehold$ to ftrvci theXord. 
• Thia weig^ greatly wick yoo m other matters : 
be tb«ii perfuaded to let it .have a dlie and full in« 
tucttc^ pa yoit in dlai ; aad i( |t haai, if you have but 
&itb aa a giain of mitftacdrfeed^ how can you avoid 
betievingi that proinoting famUy^religion would bi^ 
tbe beft mcanato pcomote yonr own iaiAporj^i. as well 
as etermil irelfim ? t» ^ godliaeff haiifa<Fromi{$^ * 
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And the de<p itnit of God's 6m grace ia ChriQ Jcfu;, 
(wbich yoa trill ihrn h&re) tfi calling you, wiP !^ci;r 
yonio do ymr uimcit to fs*r others, tfpccialiy ilinfc 
of jour i>»-n houfcholtJ. And tfaougb, after ill y.u: 
[jKii^ iirj^lr.iViiUfs, fume may continue un;:-! 
j.:[ y.j.i ' : : IwYc this comfortable reDeclitiii 
ir..'-. > u 'ii>'. wlut you could to make you: 
itli^iiiuft. Aud ibereforc may reft aflliteil t.; i-i. j.., 
docD to the kingdom of heaven, vilh Atxabjn. 
JuDiui, in^CornrltDs, anrlall the gndly houCcboIdcit, 
■who in their leveraJ generations flione fotlh as tV 
many Itgtitn in their icfpedivc houfeholds upon mtl>. 
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THE METHOD OF GRAC 

jEHEMIAli vi. 1^ 
^Itff kavt heated cJfe the hurt ^ tht im^ 


ftaee. 
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r>r [>copIe no gri^ 


XrV. 7he Mfikd of Craa. S^l 

It WM fo in • fpccul manner in the prophet Jeremi- 
a\\'f time I and he (ailhrul to his Lord, failbfui lt> 
ttiat God that employeil lum, did not fai), from time 
to lime, to open his tnoQih againft ihem, ami to bear 
a nobie icdimony (o ihe lionour of that Cod, in wkofe 
name he from tinr.c to time fpake. If ye will fcad hi« 
prophecfi ye vill find, that none fpake more againft 
inch miiiifterE than Jtremtsh: and hfreefpcciaUy, in 
thcchaptsf out of which the text is taken, he fpeaks 
very fevcreiy againft them; he cliarges them with fe- 
veral Climes, particularly, he charges them wtlh CO- 
vetoufnefB : For, fays lie in the i yh vetfj, " from the 
•* leaft o{ Ihem cren to the greatfft of ihem, every 
" one is given Co covetoufnefj ; and froiD <hc prophet 
" even unto tbepricft. e*eryonedcalfth fjiftly " And 
ihea in the words of the text, in a mote fpecial man- 
ner, he esemplifjes how ihey had dealt f.dfeiy, how 
they had behaved treacheroully to poor fouls, fivg he» 
*< They ha^ beakd alfo the hurt of the daughter Oi 
** my people flightlf, laying, Peace, peace, when there 
" jjno peace." Theprophti, in then.!ineof GoJ.hid 
been denouncing war a^alnll the people, be h^ii been 
telling them, that their huuft; liioutd be left defobie, 
and (he Lnrd would certainly vifit the land with vlr* 
•• Therefore," fays h«, in the i tth «rfe, " 1 am fiail 
•' Gf the fury of ihc I.t^rJ : ! r,,.. wciry «;i!i h./diri^ 
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Trt -iniali >vat but uu eiuhuGiQJc preAcher 

'.h™,"^ 

ii>.,I.t I- mHi],!i thiiip as a -war among 
liJ£\;ir;: .-pir ■■ p;jcr pcacc, be ftill," w 
[I'-i- ■ ■ ■ - r-.-'-r.tlitrc «M» ro p '.■aCe . The 

wsfitiiiiafl 

MO outwaril things t i)u 

iKiiirMi 

'urtbtticft:iKt\ccia the foul iuid^fl 

; ':,'ik falfe icachere, when 

rtopkrafl 

jjL r,f (in, when people were begiiufcS 
,n :.^,o-i4.-^t hcav.n, thfy «;«:.: fof Riilingl&defl 
. r^r.i.huii3, a:id leUiaQthEin tfi;y were gooi] enSWlfl 

An.! Widced pe.-plcgEIl=ratlv loir, [(, ritrVJ 

tmitllCcrcrnalCo. | 
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in the foul by the power of the fpirit of God. If you 
do not belkve this, ye do not believe your Bible : If 
ye do not believe this, though ye have got your Bible 
in your hands, ye hate the Lord Jefus Chrift in your 
heart ; for religion is every where reprefented in fcrip- 
turc, as the work of God in the heart , *V the king- 
*■ dom of God is within us/' fays our Lord ; and, ^* he 
*^ is not a Chriftlan that is one outwardly, but he is a 
■* Chridian who is one inwardly."* If any of you 
place religion in outward things, I (hall not perhaps 
pleafe you this morning ; ye will underftand me no 
ir^bre when I fp^ak of the work of God upon a poor 
finner's hearts than if [ were talking in an unknown 
tong4le. I would further premife- a caution> that I 
would by no means confine God to one way of afting ; 
I would by no means fay, that all perfons btfore they 
come to have a fettled peace in their hearts, are 
obliged to undergo *he fame degrees of conviftion. 
No ; God has various ways of bringing his children 
home i his facred Spirit bio weth when, and where, and 
bow it lifteth. But however, I will venture to affirm 
this, that before ever ye can fpeak peace to your hearts, 
-whether by (horter or longer cdntinuance of your 
conviftions, whether in a more pungent or in a /to re 
gentle way, ye muft undergo what I fliall hereafter 
lay down in the following difcourfe. 

FiV/?, Then, before ye can fpeak peace to your 
hearts, ye muft be made to fee, made to feci, made to 
vtreep over, made to bewail your adluai trar.fgreffiors 
agiinft the law of God. According to the covf:?;:'nt 
of works, the foul that finncth it Ihall die ; curfcd is 
iliHt man, be what he will, be who he v/ili, that con- 
rinucth not in all things that are written in the book of 
\t.<^ law, to do them. We are not only to do foir.e 
• bin;:'], hizt \ye are to do all things, and we arc to con- 
t::'U>"; f;? to <% j fo that the leaft deviation from the 
moral law, according to the covenant of works, whe- 
tlicf in thought, word, or deed, dcferves eternal death 
:.. tl:e band of God* And if one evil thought, if one 
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evil word, if one evil iftioa dcretrca ctcrnaj d«m 
tion; how inaDf hells, irif lneD<)«. do every oae of HI 
1 <fefcn»e, vrhofe whole lives have birtn one eoni' 
I rebellion agiinll God. Before cvrt therefare jrec 
rJp^ili ^tiv to your hearu, ye niuft he broDght (o (i 
FfaiouKht 10 belrevi;, what a dreadful thing il ■• toil 
' pact rroO) the livipg God, Aud now, my dent frics' 
cvininc you heaits, for I hope ye come biiher nitl 
defij^a (o bare your fouU made belter ; give mc I 
\to afl: you, in the prefeticc of God, whether yc k 
~*m: dnie. and if ye do not know exaflly the timCt 4 
_ ; luiuw ihrre w>b a rime when Gud wrote biM 
' ihings againft you, when the arrows of the Almiri 
Were within you ? Was ever the remembrance 
your Cr* grievous to you ? Was the burden of v 
fins info'crahl<f to your thoughts ? Uid j 
(bat God's wrath might iuniy fall upon yoi 
CODiM o( youratiuil iranrgrelfions againft G 
ye ever in all your life furry for your TiDai 
<Ter fay, mv rmg aie gone over my head a 
100 heavy lor nic to bear ? Uid ye evcr.i 
«ny fo'ti thing aa this? Did ever any (at 
ihit paft between God and your foul i lit 
fu» Lhrift'i falte do not call yourfelvcs Glut 
may fprjlt peace to your hearts, hut there ^ 
May the Lord awaken you, may the Lo( 
you, n>iy the Lord give yoo peace, if it b 
iwfoie ye go home. 

But luitrirr. yc may be cocvinccd of your I 
fioH, fo 1! \i> De made to ireiphle, and yet ye in«v.ll 
ft inae:|to JcfusChrili, ye may have no U«e V'"'' 
of grace upon your i»eart. Before ever, 
j: aa fji-ak ptace in your hearli, convi 
go ilecptT J jr iniift not on'y be ^onvtnu 
a--lul! tiaafgr.-flionBB^sinfl die law of Go«l 
wife ai the foun'jatioii of all your iran^r«i 
what i'. chu .' t mean original fin ; ibu oi 
iu;)tioo eicb r>i ut bringi into tiM wod 
nbtch reiiikts ii> lUb!- lo GoA\ wr>U) i 
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tionr. There are many poor i^\z that think them* 
fdtes fine reafeners, yet they pretend to bif there id 
no fuch thing as original fin ; they will charge God 
with ii^jiiftiee ta imputing Adam*8 lin to us', altbo' 
we hav«e got the mark of the beaftt and of the devit 
uptfn U8^ yet they tell U8} we are not born in fin. 
Let them lock abroad into the world, and fee the dif- 
ordersinitj and think if they can, if this is tlte para* 
dife in which God did put man ? No, erery thing in 
clijs World is out of order. I have often thought, when 
I Was abroad, that if there were no other argument to 
pro^ original fin, but the rifing of wolves and tigers 
i^i\o&. man, nay, the barking of a dog againil us^ is 
a proof of original fin. Tigers and lions durft not 
fife againft us, if it were not for Adam's firft'fin '.for 
when the creatures rife up againft us, it n as much 
as to fay, ye have finned againft God, and we take 
tip our Maimer's quarrel* If we look inward, we 
WiU-(ee enovgb of lufts, and man's temper contrary 
to ^hev temper of God ; there is pride, malice, and re- 
venge in ail our hearts, and this temper cannot co^me 
jfirom God; it con[\es from our firft parent, Adam, 
who, after he fell froxh God, fell out of God into the 
devil. However, therefore, fome people may deriy 
this, yet when convidion comes, all carnal reaipnlngs 
mt battered down immediately, 4nd the poor foul be- 

?;ins to feel and fee the fountain from w hich all the pel* 
tttcd ftreamjB do flow., When the finner is firft awak- 
ened, he beg[ins to wonder how lie came to be fo 
wicked : the Spirit of God then ftrikes in, and fhows 
that he has no good thing in him by nature ; then 
he fees that be is altogether gone out of the way, that 
he is ^together becoipe abominable: and the poor crea- 
ture is made to lie down at the foot of the throne of 
God, and td acknowledge that God would be ju ft 
to damn hi^i )uft to cut him off, though he never 
bad committed one a£lual fin b his life. iDid ye ever 
,£ecl and experience this any of you, to juftify Godr 
in your damnation; to oj«n that you ;^e &y nature 
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children of wrath, and that God may juftly cut yoa 
oSy though you never afluzliy had offended him in aH 
your life. If ye were ever truly convifted, if your 
hearts were ever truly cat, if fcif were truly takes 
cut cf yoU| ye will be made to fee and feci this. And 
i£ ye have never felt the weight of original fib, donot 
call yourfelves Chriftians. 1 am verily perfuaded 
orijlaal fin is the greateft burden of a true convert;! 
ihiti even grieves the regenerate foul, the fan^ified ' 
foul. The indwelling of fin in the heart is the bur* 
den of a con'."erted perfon 5 it is the b|irden of a true 
Chriftlan \ he continually cries our, O ** Who will 
*» dcHver me from this body of death," this indwell- 
ing corruption in my heart ; this is that which dif- 
turbs a poor foul molt. And, therefore, if ye never 
f;lt this inward corruption, if ye never faw that God 
jni^ hr jiiuiy curfe you foi it ; indeed, my dear friends, 
ye may fpf^ak peace to your heart, but I fear> nay, \ 
ki^,o'^'y tliere is no true peace. 

Further, before we can fpeak peace to your heaitS) 
\r. tr.uil not only be troubled for the fins of your lite, 
the fin of ymr nature, but likewife for the fins of 
yonr bsft duties and performances. -When a poor 
f,)u« ia foHfiewhat awakeneii by the terrors of the Lord, 
'thsiw the poor creature, being born under the covc- 
rsint cf wcrks fi'.es direcily to a covenant of 
v'orks i^gairi. And as Adam and Eve hid theo)- 
f.:rc3 an'xong the trees of the garden, and fcwcd 
\r^ icayes t<^gt;ther to cover their nakedness ; fo ibc 
p'cr iir.ner r. hen awakened, flies to his duties, and 

. 5?o his perfor:T.anccs, to hide bijrifelf from God j and 
<?Gv's to r.-rrch up a rigbteoufnefs of his o^n : f^ys hcj 
1 -^ri'.] be n:;;;! :y ^oi. now 5 I will r^jfonii, I will d: 
-'1' i cnn^ r.nci iheri certainly J^fus Cbrjit a^-IH V:'y« 
Ti crry rn air !>ut before ye can fpeak p?;^'!:* r • -rjr 
i'.fiirt. ve vMiii be urought to f-^e th:U Go:- %?^T .'-.lifl 

, jow : Jr the bed prayer ye ever put up iix ^.,\ you: 

iife : ye iXiWii be broughc to IVe all your v^J/Jcie^j aJ 

Tour ligntcGiifnefs, as the prophet ele^anrl^fej^rreiTcS 

'lut ihem aI:oge:her, arc fo far froau rcconv.iifenL:- 
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lug ynu to God, are fo far from htir\^ any n.cilve 
and inducement to God to have mercy on your poor 
fou!s, that ye ^iil fee them to be filthy lags, a ir.en- 
ilruoue cloth ; that God hates them, and cannct a- 
W.iy nith them, if ye brin^ them to him in oiner to 
recommend you to his favour. RIy dear fr}e:?ds, 
"what is there ia our performances to rccommt^rul us 

• unto God ; our pcrfons are in an unfanftified fLte by 
' nature, we defeive to be damned ten thoufar.d times 
over ; arid wha^ rcuft our performance* be } Wc 
can do no good thing by nature j ** thty that arc in 
•^ the fl'ifh cannot piealc God.'* Ye nay do thing'* 
niateiially good, but ye cannot do a thing fcrrrally '^nd 
rightly good; becaufe nature cannot a£l above ir- 
icif If IS impofiible that a man that is unconvert<:d 
pan aft tor the glory of God ; he cannot do auy ihn^^; 
in iai.h, for ■*• whatfotver is not of faith is fin. ' v\t- 
ter wc are rencwedj yet we are renewed but in Tr;;^ : ; 
indwelling fin continucB in us; there is a n Ixrur- 
of corruption in every one of our duties : to dr;t ^1- 
ter ve arc^ converted, were Jefus Chrift cniy t«^ i^c- 
cept us according to our w-'orks, our works v ouM 
danf^n us ; for we cannot put up a prayer bur. it i-, ' .r 
from that perfeftion which the moral law requi: 'h. 
I do not know what ye may think j but I caa /ay 

', that 1 cannot pray but 1 fin ; I cannot preach to yoo. 
or any others but 1 fin ; I can do nothing witi.out 
(in: and, as one exprcflcth it, my repeiuance wants 
to be repented of, and my tears to be wa(hed in tl.c 
precious blood of my dear Redeemer ; our heft du - 
ticfl are as fo many fplendid fins. Brforeye can {jjeak 
peace to your hearts, ye muft not only be fi:k cc 
your original and a£taai fins; but ye mull bs <r.3fi : 

^ (ick of your righteoufncfs, of all your duties an.i per- 
iorir.ances. There muft be a deep couvid:'^jn iKic 'V 
yc c^ti be brought out of your ,fe I f- righ tec nf'^e is ; u. 
iii tnc kft itiol that is taken out of our heurr, thi . 
ptu-ie of our heart will not let us iubmit to the i\'y\\\' 
•.cf Jefus Chriit. But it ye neve/ felt lb; i 
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ye had no riKliteoiitocra of ycur own ; if ye ocxr; 

fch ihc dcRciencir offuurovu rifthr'oiifnrr?. <■- ■ 

nent come lojcfus Chrift. Theie are a x' 

now that may fey, We'l, wc beliesc all :l 

ihrre u a 'grcAt dtiTcrcrce 'uL-twiM calking ar.' 

Did je net feci the want of a dfar Redeemer r" II! 

ye ever feel the want of J- fus Chrift upon ibe u 

ciriint of ihe defidenc)- of yoiir own riehicoufnefi ' 

Aai can yc now fay from your heart, L"fr^. ■"■. 

tnayefl judiy damn me for the betl duties I ■ 

I Jid perfoiin ; If ye ate nut rhus brought i^i.' . 

yc may fpeak peace to yourfclves, bui yei u,. i ; . 

peace. 

Bni then, before ye can fpeak peace 10 you: 
fouU, (here it one particulai dn yc maft be grciilli 
trouhlcd for} »nd yit I (ear ihcte arc few ut J" 
think what it is} it i» i' 
pf (be Chiiftian w>.rld ; i 
foldoin or never think of it i and pray what ft d 
It it whai mod ofyou ililtilc yearif iiotgoiltj <' 
that ii the (in of unb;!ii-fi hi'cfi: w« csD Jd| 
peace to your heart, ye mud be Eronblnt t 
unbelief of your heaM ; but c;in it be Aipj 
that any of you are unbclieyers hnc to this em 
yard, that are bpfn in Scotland, iu ^ reformed i 
try, that go to church every Sabbaih i Can i| 
yjti that ri:cdvetbe fscrameiit crc- a-yeit? (63 
it were adminiftered cficncr ) Can ii be fuppoMH 
ycu ibat hiid tokeni for the f^crament ; 
keep lip family-prayer, that aity of you 
»iM the lord Jefos Chiitl ? 1 appeal i 
hrarts, if ye would not think me unci 
dcubted whether any of yoa brli-.ved u 
yei I fear, upon examinntittn, we lliould C 
(jf you have iitn (o Riach faith in 
Chilli 31 the devil bimreir. I am perTuAJ 
vil believei more of ihe Uible iban mo 
be believes the djrinjty of Jefos Cbiift, t 
than many thg call themfdrtt ChriH" 
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he l>e!irvi:s and liemt^ks, anil that is more ihan thou- 
niidt ainoiigfl us do. My fuciide, we millakc su 
iiilocical tuith fur » true Uih wrought in iIie heart 
isy ihc Spirii of Go:i. Ye fancy yc belic»c. became 
y? believe tljcrc \i fuch a book ibi^y call the Bible, bc- 
cjufc ye go lu church \ all thU ye may do, and have ao 
true faith in Cbrilt- Merely to believe there wsb once 
[uch a pcrfon aa Chrift, merely to belkfc there is focb 
a book called the BiSIr, will do you na good^ more 
than to believe there wag fuch a man as Ccfaror Alex- 
ander the Great. The Bible ia a facred depofiiory; 
what [hanks have we to give to God for tfaefe livclf 
oraclea ! But yet y»e may hare chefe, and not believe 
in the Lord Jefus Chr'ift. My dear friends, there muil 
be a principle wrought in the heait by the Spirit of 
the living God. Did I aik you how long it ii fiac? 
ye believed in J:fu> ChrUl, I fuppob moQ of you 
wooW tcH me, ye believed in the L^rd Jcfus Cbrill, 
as liiiig as ever ye itmembec i ye nevtr did tUf- 
bciiive : then jc could not ^itc me a better proof 
thii )- r.-v.r yci bclicTed in Jefus Cbrift, onlefi ye 
were ("-irik-lifico early from ihi womb; for they lliaC 
believe in Chrift, know there tna s linie wWn they 
did not believe in Jefus Cbrilt. You fay y^^g lore 
God with all yoat beart, foat, and ftrengih \ if I were 
to alk you, how iong it is f>nc; ye \vvei GoA, yc 
woulkt fay, as long as ye can retne.tibsr ye never bilrd 
God, ye know no time when ihce was enmity in 
your heift againjl God : ih-n uiilefa yc WMe fjiiili- 
U-A very early, yc nercr 'ovr^d Cod in yq^ir Jllc- My 
. rjr friends, I ant mate particular in this, hrcnuji: it 
■ J won dcctiffiil .^■.!i,fl--u. .I'-errt-yTn ,ii .r.ypeo- 


1 


^■sTo^^ 

^■TiiMnBij'ffa. 


^V " 

™= >-o:.1 tf ,\, r,:, of 

,„,:„•:..,.„■ 

^M Clv-r. 


'^flU 

^H nor*iihr Wj-. v:ii l\'! 

711.-' i'': oi^^^^l 

^H «)()-- ' 


' -r^^^^l 

^m mj'. 


s^^U 

^^^ to 1 <. 


Litj^^^^i 

^H sItc do jic; fpc^k.H'gj^^^H 
^^H i?cxn : ntay the Lord Ttwakta jrau, .intt f^^^^^^l 
^^V OsUA pcjce before ye go hence aiid be uO^^^^^^^H 
^^ marc then, bcfoie can rp«fc|)^^^^^| 
hc;t::, r.'u!^ nO( OiiFy be 'convinced of ij^^^^H 
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clofc with Chrift by a lively faith,, fo as to feel Chrift 
Hb your heart, fo as to hear htm fpeaking .pe?xe to 
your foulfi ? Did peace ever flow in upon your heart 
like a river? Did ye ever leel that peace that Chrift 
fpoke to his difciples ? I pray God he may come and 
fpeak peace to you. Thefe things ye ofiuft experience, 
I am nonsr talking of the inviiibie realities of another 
worldj of inward religioni of the work of God upon 
a poor dinner's heart : i am now talking of a matter of 
great importance ; my dear hearers, ye are all con* 
cerned in it; your fouls are concerned in it ; your e* 
ternal falvation is concerned iji it. You may all be 
at peace, but perhaps the devil has lulled you afleejx 
into a carnal lethargy and 'fecurity, and will endea- 
vour to keep you there, till he get you to.he]J,<and 
there ye will .be awakened; but it will be dreadful 
%o be awakened, and find yourfelvcs fo fearfully mif- 
taken, when the great gulf is fixed, when ye will be 
calling Co ail eternity for a drop of vt^ater to cool your 
tongue, and fhall not obtain it; 
. Give me leave then to addreis myfvlf to feveral forts 
of perfons ; and Q may God, of his infiBite mercy, 
bkfs the application. There are foa^e of you per- 
haps can fay, through gc^ce we can go along with 
ycu; blcfled be God we have been convinced of oui* 
aftual €ns; we h^ve been convinced of orig"nal fia ^ 
«wc have been convinced of felf-righteouihefs;, we 
have felt the bittcrncfs of unbelief, and, through grace. 
we have clofed with Jefus Chrift ; we 'can fpcak peace 
foour hearts, becaufe pod hath.^pokcn peace tOL-, 
Can ye fey fo? Then 1 wilj falute you as ih^ tn7\ti^ 
did the women the firft day of the we^k, All hail, 
fear not ye, my dear Brethren, ye are happy {o\i:$ ; 
:^e may Ue down and be at peace indeed, lor GocT 
has given you peace '^ ye may be content under aU ihtt 
difpenfations pf Providence; for nothing can haj^^ipcn 
to you i?ow, but what ihall be the c^leck of God^s hya 
to your foul : ye need not fear what fit^htixigs may he 
vitbout, feeing there is peace within, liave y?.c-Qild 
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with Chtlft! If God yoBT friwi? U Chri!\ v^i. 
friend I I'hen look up wiill cocnfori ; all is > 
ye jre CbrilVa, aiid Cbttft U God's; every ^ 
work (og«ih«r for your goodi the rery hai. 
head are numbered ) he that touchfth you, lonn-.r 
the apple of God'» ey«. But then, my dear fricuJ , 
lake cate of reftiagoo your ficit coi^veiGon: ye i!.. 
are young Wickers in Chrift, ye Ihould be looiln, 
ont for frcfh difcoveries of ihc Lord Jcfus Chi v 
every moment: yc mud not fauiid upon yooi pail r- 
perienccsi ye mufl not build upon a work within y- 
but always come out of yourfclves tothcri^J; i -. ■', 
of Jtfus Chrift without you : yc muft be :\\ '\ 
ing as poor finncrs'to draw water out of ti 
{alvjnion \ ye mud be forgetciag the thin^a 
behind, and becontinually preflinp fotwtrJ^ 
tilings that arc before. My dear Irieodtt-VM 
u? a tender, cto(e walk with the Lord jdn 
Many oi us lofs oui peace by our onteiul 
Something: or o[her gets in betwixt Cfariftaoi) <i , 
uud we fall into daikncfs ; fomeihing or other tiri! 
out heart from God, and ihia gii;<es the Holy Ghol'i, 
and [be Holy Gbod leaves us to oiitfelTcs. Let i^r. 
ihereiure, c»bon you that have got peace with CcJ, 
to take C»e that yc do not lofc this p«ace- It ii ini: , 
if yc arc once in Chrifl, yc cannot finally I" : ■"- 
Cod ; •' ihcTC is no conderanatieu to th-'i i 
« ill Oiria Jef»s i *■ but if ye onnct fall : 
may fall foiilly. and may go with broken I 
your d»y«. Ta^ care of backGiding, fot J 
fike : Dp not pitvc the HoJy Gholl [ j 
recover your comfort while ye live. O \ 
^aiag a>^;iddin2 and wandering from C 
have c'o'fcd with Jefua Chrift. My " 
biwe paid dear for backlliding. Oi 
curfedly wicked, that if yc take doIcu 
keep up a cunRaut waicb, your wickedj| 
deeeire yott, And draw yon alide. It « "' 
n|(c of a corrc^iiig fl 
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^ifitation of Jobi D^vid, ami other faints In Scripture. 
Let mc, therefore, exhdrt yoa that have got peace 
to keep a clofe walk with Chrift. I am grieved with 
the loo(e walk of thbfe that are Chri(lian6» tliat have 
]had difcbveries of Jefiis Chrift ; th jre i£ fo little dif- 

- jference betwixt them and other peoplei that I can 
fc&rce know which is the true Chriftian. Chriftians are 
afraid to fpeak fot God; they run down with the 

' fiream ; if they come into worldly company, tbey 
wilt talk Df the worlds as if they were in dieir element t 
This ye would hot do, when ye had the firft dif- 

^cStititB of Chrift's love; yc could talk then of 

: Cfarift's love for ever, when the candle of the Lord 
fhined upon your foul. The time has been when ye bad 
forfielhkig to fay for our dear Lord ; but now ye pan 
go into company, and bear others fpeaking sibout the 
world bold enough^ and ye are afraid 6f being laugh* 
^d^aty if ye fpeak for Jefus Chrift. A great, many 
people have grbwn conformifts now in the worft 
tttdc of the word ; they wiU cry out againft the ce<«> 
remonies of the cfaurchi, as they nuy juftly do.: But 
then ye are mighty fcmd of ceremonies in y(>ur beha- 
viour; ye will conform to' t^he wOrid, which is a great 
deal wode.; many ^ilt ftay till the devil bring up new 
faihiooa. Take cai'e then. not to be eonfori^ed to the 
world i What IjRMre Chnfti^ns to do with the world i 
Qhriftiani fiiouM^be fingularly goddi bold for their 
Loifdy that ill that are with you may tdce notice that 
^e haYc horn with JefuaJ I would exhort you to 
cotkio to ^ fettlemeni in Jefus Chrift, fo as to have 
a eontinuid abiding of God in yom: heart* We go 
a^%iirldin|} on our faith of ''adherence^ and lofe our 
^<Of)Ci|i^ V but wp dkoidd iyc growing up to a faith of 
^fl^rance, to know that we are God^ and fo walk in 
th^ comfort of the Holy Ghoft, and b^^edififd. Jefu^ 
Chtift IS now much wounded in the houfe of his 
friends. £xcufeme;in being; pslrticular; ifor» my 
friends, it grteres me more t&t Jefua Chrift fhould 
he wounded by hiafrkficb as by hitr etiemies* We 
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caenot espeQ any thing elA from Ddfis ; btu Tim 
Ittch IE h»ve felt hia power id fall away, for them nol 
to «raik agrcnUy to th< Toaiion whrrewiib they vt 
calU>l, by thefe means we b^^g oui I^id't te^i]' 
iatQ contempl; to be s byc-woid among ihf I 
Far Chrin'n Take, if ye know ChrUl, k»pclo(cJ 
hltn I if God hath fpoiro peace, O kcfp that d 
by looling op w Jdus Cbtift etery D>oni«nt. 
as hsTC K"' p^'cc **'tl> God| if yc aie ander niati 
noti all things (lull work for youi goodi if ye a 
^r RmpUtions, fear itoi; if he has fpeken pr 
yottf bcait, all ihefe ibingb fbali be far your ^qr^^ 
Bui what (hall I (ay id you that ban got do pL.< 
irilb God ; anil Uiefe are, perhaps, the mofl ot t 
oongttgaiioii I It makes me weep ro bear of ii 
of yoD. if yoa examine your bean, mnQ conf 
Co<l n.-vir yet f pake peace to yott t ye wc d 
of (he lievil if Chrilt is not in ydti> if Gpi)>lf 
fpokcB fEQce [i] youi heart, poor foul, what a. 
uiiditien ?re you in M would not be in 
far ten thoufaad ihoufand worlds '. 'Vf\tfi^ 
htngirf* ovtt hcU. Wbat peace < 
Gcii is yout enemy, when the wra 
ing upon your poor foul i Awake tl 
flcepiaginafiKepcace: awake, )ccj 
yc hypocrite* that go to cburch|trcdve ll 
read your Biiilca, and never (c)t the power « 
upon your heart i yc that are formal profeGbr*! 4 
ateba}>t!2cdHeMfa«n*,»wak«,awike, anddoil 
on i Mie boitom. Blame me not for addre" 
feif to you ; indeed it it out of love to yo<u£ 
ve arc liogerttig in your SodADii and f 
iktn 1 bit I come to yon aa the aag<~ 
- jke you by I'ac hand. Corae »WBy> oi<, 
Hy, fly fly for your ttTca m Jefu-. Clml'lrl 
wg God, fly to a ihror. ■ 
break your bearr^ be;^ < 
.aAuairine} beg of C .. 
~'ial£ht bcKof Gad* 


gi jrigHteoufDefs f beg of God to giTej^ou fidfli^ and to 
enable you to elofe with JefasChrift. O you that are 
fectfret I mu A be a Son of thiisider to you ; andO that 
God may awalcen you, though it be witb thunder. It 
is out of love indeed that I fpeak to you. I know, by 
fad experieno^^ what it is to be ialled afleep with si 
falfe peace. Long was I lulled afleep; long did I 
think myfeif a Cbriftiany when I knew nothing of the 
Lord |efad Chrift. I weKt, perhaps^ further than many 
of yoQ do ; I ufed to faA twice a week \ I ufed to pray 
fbmctienes tiiue times. d day ; I vfect to xecehe the fii«. 
^crarti^t «onftiultly every Lord's day \ and yet I k;new 
iiQfthing of Jefns Chrift in my heart. I knew not H 
ihttft be a tiew creature : I knew nothing of inward 
reltgiaiEi in taj foul. And jferbaps many of you may 
be deceiTedy as I a pfdot ereatnre was ; and therefore 
it is out of iore to you indeed that I fpeak to you. O^ 
if ye do n^t take caire> a focm of religion Will deftroy 
jjour foul : yt Witt reft- In it^ and will not come to 
Je^8 Chrift nt all : Whereas thefe things are only th(& 
inettbSi and n(ft the eitd<tf religiwv Chrift is the end 
of the law for fighteiHifnefs to all that beiiere. O 

* then awake, ye that are fetiied' on your lees ^ awake* 
ye church prkeflbrs ; awake, ye that have got a name 
1D0 iite^ that are rich and- thtsfc ye want nothlngi not 
confidering that ye are p0ot and bKnd» and naked ; I 
cotfitfei you t6 come ^nd buy of Jefua Chrift gold* 
^^bite taiilietit and* eye-falt«* ISutlhope diere are 
i^^t'X^nlt are a litde WOtttided. I itope God does not 
natend to let nie pi^tflch in ^tt. X hope God will 
k^t% ftsne of yottl" f^ettons fenht staid awaken fome 
i^{ jrM dnt of you^ carliatfee«Qrity. I h^fc there arc 
foriie that are wUliag tocometw Chrift, and beginning 
tb think that tbey )iaVe4>ec» building upon af^fe 
f otindati(mp ' Perh&ps^ the detii may" fttfbe in^ at>4 
may bid you ddpatr of meiey; bitt fear not : .what I . 
hvfc been fpe^ing to yon, is only out of love to you* . 
is onty to awaken you* and let yott fee your da^r« 
If any of yon art w^^bg to fa^ reconcUed to Goi3 

6 a ^ 


a7b 'J'ht MtthodifGntu Se«n. XIV. 

L-ivl !hf Ffltliei, S-jn. and tWf Ghoft, u wiltinrr '-^ V- 
:i: 1 1.11^ ■ r i yt'O. O th«n, (htnifth ye hate- :.' , 
,!■ V ■, ■ rn ^iwdj- lo Jefcs Chriit ; he Uol: 
*"■ I i.ir ^ i^'-Tiaketi he has made pwcs ' . 
(i -1 -i-,,i (iiT-nHing man. Would you ha»c pf-irr v ,■:, 
Cihl- AT--.7 rliriitoGocf, thlOBJlh JefusCtiri!!. nr, ■ 
li..j jMird,jh-.J !-tflce. 'I'hc Lord Jtfua hjin ll.L.i h., 
hcaci'd b'ood lur itiiq \ he died for [liUi he ro.c jft-iiEi 
for (his; he nfctndcd into the highcft heavens, ami 
is not*' inieccecing at the right hand of God. Per- 
hapt TC ihinV there will be no peace for -you : Why 
fo r BcCJufc ye are Tinners; bccaulc ye have cctt^i- 
fied Cbri(ti ye have put him to cpcn roain- 7^ 
li»f= ttamotcd onder-fooE the blood of ihc Son .jt 
God What of at! ihiaf y^l there is (teace fur yfi,j. 
Pcij, irt)*l ilid JefuB Chrift fay to his difciple;, w)jr(i 
br came to tJlcfn the firft day of the week? ffit iirii 
word he faid, w»s> " Peace be unto you. He II. ci*-;! 
■' iheffi his hands and his feet, and faid, I\-,:.' \w. 
'• unt-'^yeu" Ir isasmuchasif b^had Taid, Fr^^r rr<:, 
my difcipki j fee iny hands and my feet, huir (.'n ■, 
fcavc been pierced ftir yffnr fakci therefore he • : . < 
Mow did Chrtft fpesk 10 his difaples, Ga ! 
Bm*ircn, and lell broken hearted Peter in 5. ■ , 
lar, that Chfifl i» rifenj that he ha! afcemlr! nno 
his Father nnd your Father, to his G0.I and your God. 
Ana after Chrift rotefrom the dead, he canifl pteach- 
ini; price, with au oUve-hranch of peace in hi» 
mou(h|3&Ni»h'«doTe, "MypeaccI J«at»ewiih tou " 
"Who were they ? 'J'hey were the enemies ol C'dnC 
r^ wall at we ; they were deniera of Chrifi en;-- -t 
••'<xA W we. Ptihaps (ofne of you hnv: bs':^;!"' ;l'._ 1 
rmd loft your peace, and ye ihinlc Te' > ■ 

.Tiid no more ye do; boi then t;.i 
bsckfitdinx*, he wiH lore ynn ftr ■ ^ ... , ,, ,..„ 
chat ire wttanledi if you are made wiiiing | 
toCh, 1>, cp-mawiy. Feifaapt fome •?■■" 
t.ic!rt(li /■surf.^h-ts in yo'ir Juliea, tbua 
ehid better omc a 
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ye tniKft throw afide your rags, and come myour 
Uood. Some of you -pay fay, we WO0I4 come, but 
we have got a hard bealft: but we will never get it fait 
till you come to Chrtft ; he will take away the heart 
€f ftone, and give you a heart oC fleCb ; he wlil fpeak 
peace to your foul: thotrgh ye have betrayed him, 
yet he will be your peace. Shall I prevail upon arty 
of you. this morniDg to come to Jefus Chrifl;.- There 
U a great multitude of fouU bete ^ how ibortly muft 
ye all diei ami go to judgment; even befbre night, 
or to morrow's nighty fome of you may he buried in 
|thi8,churefa-yard. And how willye da if ye be not 
at peace with Godl if the Lord Jefus Chrift has dot 
ijpoken peace U> yo^ur heart. If God fpeak not peace 
to you here, you will be damned for eve^ I muft not 
flatter you ; my ^ear friends, I will deal (incerely 
with your fdbls. Some of yo^ may think I carry 
things too fart but indeed when ye come to judg- 
ment, ye will ;£dd this if ua, either to^ your eternal 
danMiation ^r comfort. May God influence your 
hearts to come to him I I am. not willing to go a^- 
' wa.y witb(mt perfaading you. . I cannot be perfuad* 
ed hut God mkf make ike of me as a mean o( per- 
: blading feme of you to come to ti^e Ijx^ Jefu« Chrifl:. 

AH you but feel the peace which they hsmre that 
lovtf the Lord Jefus Ghrift;^ Great peace have they," 
fay the Pfalmifi, *< that love thy law, nothing Aizll 
^ oStnd them'* But there is no peace to the wick- 

^ ed. I know what it i$ to live a life of fm. I was o- 

Ufged to fin to ftifle .coiividiiott. And I am fure this 

'■ iaihe way many ai you take ; if ye get iiito com- 

r padsyi fc arive off cMvi£kion. But ye iSad better 

'go to the hottom.dat once 4 it. muft lie done, your 

. woumf nauft be &aldied, or y^ m^ 4>e damned. If 

it were a matter of indiffeMncy, I would not fpeak 

one wofd about it : : hut ye will l>e damned without 

Chrtft i he is the way, he is th^. truths and the life. 

1 cannot think youfiiauTd go to hell without Chri^. 
How caa ye dwell MCh evtrlaftiag burfiiftgs* f JJow 

'&3 ■:.'"- 


cin yc abide the tlioaght of liviog with tlic dcvtl 
«*er i h it n9t better to tuvc (omc rouUtraoUe * 
ifaaa U> be kai to hell by jefaa Chn(i hera 
What \& he!i bot to be sbtut from Chrill ? If il 
were nri other kell. that would be be.I enoagii.9 
will b-i lull tn be lorrnEnied with (he dnW for c 


Gu : 


>c<]u:inuace with Ood incii, aim b^ a: |)cac£ 
I bifRcn f3U| u a po^Fi wonblcrs Aixiballador oi 
Jefui ChriA, thai yc itiou1<i be recontiicd to hira. 
My buTmcfs this morning, ihe Orft tlay of the i 
is to tdl you, that Chiil\ ii wilting to be reco 
w joa. V.'iltsTiyofviubKreconcilcJioJefu* t 
Thr:r.' ■" -■, ', :ii i!l your lint.-, hc iHM birt* 
out :■ :i But if ye will go ot. 

rcl'- - Ila!> him daily ; if yr 

go I.' _ '""hrift, thewcaljivr Go 

mult cipfiU, vf[\^ iili upon you. GodKwiU ti<j 
moEked J tha: which a man fgweth, that fhalt li 
fo rasp. Avd -f yr; «-ill not be at peace % 
Gc-J 1 ■" ■: with you. WtatK 

bcfii '^fy- '^ '* ' drt'^ 

to fili ^0 a"gfy God. 

d Chrift, they 1 
. aiTJ he : and, if they cAil-f 
no* btjr the C^i ol Ctirift, whtn clothed with tV. 
Tjij/i of r :-.i'iiy, how will ib«f bear the fight ofUir: 
... bb Father's throne? Mcih:!.!.- i ■ 
■;, dr2ggcd oot of their grai- 
,:- ! f« them trembling, cr)i-\ 

„, . — .;.l(i to cover th«m. But the ti^i^ s 

£■«« Cera;, i will take yog away ; aad (b 
f viU (Und Jtembling bsfore the judgi — •* 


I pfQj 

) gtouu; 


..cajci 


ibc C^a Dt luvtf, jcfu.i Clitiii, 
Willyeoot belI':T£Uu6? Do OM tQ 
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at tandom, but agrecaWc to the fcriplurcB of troth. 
If ye do thenfiww yourfclvcs men, and this inorn- 
iiig go a*»f with full refoktion, in the ftrenglh of 
God^ 10 cleive to Chtift. And may yc have no reft 
in youi foul till ye reft in Jefun Clirift. I could ftill 
go on, for it is fweet lo talk of Chrift. Do ye not 
lung for the time when ye thall ha»e new bodies, 
when thty IhiU be immortal, and made like Chrift'a 
Rlorioiw body, »nd then they will a\k of Jefua Chrift: 
for esermore. But it is time perhaps for you to ga 
and prepare for your tefpe£tiTe worftiij., and I would 
not hinder any of you. My defign is to bring poor 
finners to Jefus Chrift. O that Cod may bring fome 
of you to hirafelf Miy ihe Lord Jefua now diCmifi 
you with his blefling j and may the dear Redeemer 
convince you that are uuawakened, and turn ihc 
wicked from Uie evil of ihdr way- And may the 
!ove of God that pafTcih all undcrlUndint; fill your 
hesft. Grant thii, O Father, for Chrift'fi Uki, [-> 
whom with thee and the blefftd Spirit, be ail houour 
and glory, now and for eKcmote. ^mtn. 

SERMON XK 

THE WISE AND FOOLISH VIRGINS. 

Matthew jxf. 13. 

irjtch liirrtfan, for yt haxo m'dhtr tht day 'nr tf.i 

htir in ^vhid> tht San tf mai^ mn*th. 

iHE. tpoiUc PanI, in bis epiftle to the |IcUrcw, 

that " it 19 appointed for al! men 

:r-r that is the jjdgeininl." And 

ifideration he fuiEcient to awaken 

V world, it mud be this, I bet there 

nU I --ndiy therein thcfe hctTillttflwUbt Wl»pt op 

t< a fauU, this elemco: mcli wiih ferKW ha^ A? 

84 


T 



sle Tie 'Mfi and fmBJb^M 

earth aiid a}l things thciein lie burin up, aod e«t 


fonJ, of crerr nation and Iaaega|tc, futnm«»e<l r 

fen before the dreadful tfibunal of ihc rrghic 

Jndgc of quick »nd d«d, lo rrcejve tewardt a 

nidimcnts, afcordinj; To llic dcedfi done in th 

dies. Thr great jpoillEjuft mentioned, when bmugVit 

bctoic I-'ellv, cnuiit think of no better roeaos lo cou- 

»eri ihnt finfiji man, than to mfoD cf temperaoccj 

nghxtcutatii, and mote cfpeciatly of a judemcntu ^ 

iiouic. llie Brit might in fonie meafure imfk*^ 1 

1 am pcriuaded, it was ihe Ufi cotilicieratioDi s |i ' 

mcnt to come, that miidc him 14 tremble : 

St the world is now grown, yet there 1 

their coufciences fo far feared, as lo At 

will he a reckotiinR hereafter. The pro 

pcnfsiions of providence in this life, wl 

|i;no<l men atHi^^ed, dcflitutc, tornMnie^ 

witked fcrmilted triiim[ihantly to ride 4 

bciMlB, h IB been always Inuked upon ae aa-ilt 

uguRKiit, by ihe gfnerslity of men, '.f 

be :i day in which Cod will judge the w 

tenafnt-iii and aiirninifler ci^uity unto 

Home indeed are fo held aa to deny it, orfaj 

ciii^et-d in the purfuit of the iuft of (he e] 

priJc of life; hot foTlow them to theii \ 

uiV them, whm ihdr fouls are ready toll 

cteiiiiiy, whu they then think of a j ' 

com; i and ihey will tell you, they dare n 

cwnfcictiees the 'ie any lonRtr. They 1 

looking-for of judj;ii<ei;ti and fiery w^ 

their br*tts. Since then ihcfe thiR|(a k 

not h'fihiy concern each cf u«, my brci 

we COn^L- an .-. k-.i of i'^Vr.<:r*, f-1-ioL.ilv 


Will tiecvmc oi \'atat ; v.-i:iivut rrpeuia] 
Sever ci^er ioto the XiD^dimi of Cod 1 
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N^o ; tiieir damnation flumbereth not : a burnitig 
fiery Tophtt, kindled faof the fury of God's eternal 
-wratb, 18 prepared for their reception, whcrem they 
.itiuft fuffci the vcng-ance of cterpaL fire. Nor is 
there the kaft doubt of the date of tcue beHeve^s^ 
fpr though they are dcfpifed and rejeOtd of natural 
fiten^ yet being born again of God, they are heirs of 
Ood> and joint-heirs with Chrift. They have the 
C&rneft of the promifed inheritance in their hearts, 
and are^iTured, that a new and living way is.n^ade 
open fqr them, into the holy of holies, by the, blood 
of Jefus Chrift, into which an abundant entrance 
fhail be adminiftered to them at the great day of ac- 
count. The only qaefUon is, what will become of 
the almnft Chriftian, one that is content to go^ as he 
thinke^ in a middle way to heavlftny withont being pro- 
fane on the one hand, or, asbefalfely imagines,' 
righteous over-much on the other ? Many there are 
in every congregation, and oonfequentl^y fome here 
preieot^ of this flamp; And what is worii of all. 
It 18 more eafy le convince themoft notorious publi- 
cans and finners of their being oat of a ftate falvation, 
ttian any of thefc.' Notwi&ftanding^ if Jefus Chrift 
may be your judge, they ihali as certainly be rej^ft-, 
ed and difowned'by him at the laft day, as though 
they Mved in open defiance of all his laws. 

For, what fays our lK>rd in the parable of -which 

the ^ords of the text are a conciufion, and which I 

intend to make the fubje£t of my preftnt difcourfe : 

" X'hcn,"' at the day of judgment, which he had been 

di&ourfing of in the foregoing, and profecate^ in this 

chapter, ♦* (halt the kingdom of iwavetjijVvthe ftate 

of profeflbn in.the gofpel church, <* be likened bnto 

^' ten vinrgins who took their lamps, and went fo^iu 

** to meet the bridtgroooi " in ^hich wordSji is a 

manifeft aHofion to a cuilom p-^vaUing in our lui^d'a 

time among .»:hc J »;v«, ar ?^uriM/^t; iok-jnni|i€S, which 

were gencraUy at xiight, and at winch it-was cuftdm- 
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»y for (he perrons of {he btide-chambet to ^o out in 
proceOioD, with ouny lightst to meet the bmlegroom. 
By thebtMegroomi ynu ore bcrc to nndcifUiid J;- 
fttl Chrift. The church. tb*[ ii, true bdieftit, arc 
bis rpoule -, be is tititied to thctn b/ one fpirit, ctcii 
in chia lifet but the folemnizit^of ihcdr faued Aup. 
tial) U refcrved till die day oriudgmeni, when he 
(hdt came lo uke (hem home to himCelf, and prefent 
tbcQi before tata and zcij^els* ^i his purchal': ta his 
FiUljei, wilhoat fpo: or wrinkle or any fuc>i ihing. 
By tbcteti virgins we ate to uodecCUnd (he pioff [. 
fors bfChriftiauity ingeatral. Arc&ll called virgins, 
beuufe »n are called to befainis? Whofocver inmet 
the nanw of Chrift is obliged by that very pralcilJJti 
to depart from kll iniquity- &iit the pate ini c'aiVit 
in heart, are the only pcifons that will be i': S'siPed 
as to fre God. Aj ChfiH was bora af a v::^m, io 
he tan dwell in iii>ne but virgin fouls, mtdt iv.tr-. nod 
holy by the cohabitation of his Holy Spir it, Whi 
{ayi the ipoftk ? * All are not Ifraditcs Jf~ 
" U*racl," all are not Chrilbans that ar«|l 
the n«ine oi Ch:tll: No, (ays our Lofdtj 
Tc-te, " Five «f thafc firgin 
licTcrs, *< and ti*c were foolifh," formal )iyp( 
But why ate hie faid to be wife, and the utber | 
fooIiOi? Hear what oar Lord Uys in the f^ 
vcifes; "They ihat were fuolilh took l" 
*< :>nd took no oil with thetn -, bat the 


" in thcii vefltflfl v 
foolifli took thrii- 
Tt»ey would i;-i 
of prayers, cc i 
fsrriiOii, gi'c -.1 


ith their iamj«." Theffl 


nil ri\ii good* to feed the pucr, and our I 
tjjmed, it would profi: ws nothing. In ^ 
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were exafil) nay, perhaps fuperftiiigus bigots w to 
ibe form, bur al) the while they were firai^eri to, 
snd, ill e<f''ct, deDied tlic pu«er of godltncfA ia iheir 
hflarta They »ouM gj to church, but at the fams 
time, think it no tlirm lo i;o Co a ball or an aflrmbly, 
nQ[withltai;i.ling thc)f prnmifetl at (heir bnpiifm, to 
[(fttounce (he potnps and VAitiiiM of this wicked 
world, Thejr were fo trxgcedingly fearful of btin;; 
righteous over much, that thty would nni pcrfecute 
thofc that wrre cruly dcrout, if ibey aIt':>nplCil to go a 
it^p filiiher than themrtivet. In one word, toey 
never effeiflually felt the power of the world to cotne. 
They thought they might be Chiillians without fo 
much inward feeling, and iher£[orc notwitbfiauiling 
ifcr high pretcnrions had only a name to live, 
rAnd now, Ura, let me p^ufc a while, and, in the 
ii.ie of God, whom I endeavour lof-rve in ihcgof- 
-[ of his dear Soo, gi'c me leave to aflt one cjueftion. 
I'J'ViHT: I have been drawing, though ;n miniature, ll.e 
character of ihofc foolifli virgins, have iift: many of 
yorr confciencea nrtade ctie application and nrih a 
fma'il, Hill, ihough articmlate voice, faid, ihon n^xti, 
thou wotnan, ait one of thofe foolifb virgins, for ihy 
fi;niimi:nCB iUid praflice agree thereto } Stitl: not, but 
rather encourage iheCe convictions ; and, who tnows 
but that "LnfA who 14 rich in mercy to all that call upcn 
him faithfully, may fo work on you, even now by this 
foolifliiiefsof preacbing, as to make you wiTc virgin* ? 
Whit they wfre you (ballknowimmcdiaiely! " Uut 
" the wife look oil in their tclTcif with their lampft." 
Obfetve, the wU>, ihs true bdieveis, had theJr lamps 
u well as the footilh virgins -, for Chritlianity doe* not 
r^.yiir'; ui to caft off all ontwaf>' forms ; Wf miy ufe 
' ret not beformat " '. '' . .' ' j:i f 
i iiip God in a fet fii 
, r. in Spirit and in : -, 

[ ueiior jaJgconc^L^.:!--. ~.,- .l- 

'1? Ucnpa : herein ihca dii uot lU4lt4 ilit 
><em UiEmanil the foobiLf ibuoncMr* ' 


Ti/ wfe a.nj f^tllfi, yirgim. Sen 

Sdd of toiOr but a* he m!" ^i-, -Ir ''-»Ba! 3 
ihc eternal God : HccMr *ing« 1 

the vind, in ihe glofj <■■' ■■ no^y a 

}>el8, and tobchad incv'rl of alltl 

Aiall be rotrnd aboul hi:ii. Go yc forth to i 
htmt iriroyedead, jrefuolUhfUwellaswircti 
Arife, and come to Jadgment. Mahitudee, a 
that bear th'MavraketiIng cry, wonid rejoi 
roclcs might fall on, and the hills i 
[ the prcfencc of the Lamb; Whai would | 
if, as ihey lived a& bcaftt) thfy might now d 
beafU (hat perifti '. How would ihcy rtrjoice^'tt 
fame uunfc*, which ihey macte on this 6de ctern 
for nor aitendinf on holy otdinaaces, woald-f 
keep »hcm from appearing beftue the henvi 
f-rcom I But as Adam, cotwithllandinghk 
and ihe ir«a ofthcgArd^n, could rot hSl 
i-om God, when ancded «riih an, ^ii.-nt,a 
f/>,ti/ Sa DOW the decree is goite forth, andlbrfi 
of God ha« givrn in laft found ; all tont*ue8t 
sationa, and languagec, both wife and fooliA i 
gins, muft come into his prcf^-nce, and b« 
hu footftool; cTCn Pontius Pilate, AiimiKa 
phu ; even ihe proud peifecuiicg high-| 
Pharifecj of t bit generation, muft appear taj 
For (ay« our Lord, Thefl (when the cry t 
behold the bridegroom comeih ! ' 
twinkling of an e^e, the graves were opegjj 
gave up its dead, and all ibofi; virging, botB 
foolilh, " afofe and trimmed ihcii lamps,** 
youred tn put ihcmlelvu to a proper potli 
th« bfide^room. 

lint how nuy we itMpxie the fooHflt * 
furpril'cd, wfacDi notiriihttanding their hhf 
:ind prtMil iuia^atione of their recur" 
r:;iLi ihcmfelvei wholly naked, and roid o 
l>"!icn.f) and pu/ity of heart, without \ ' 
*i thru' dij fliill comfonablyn 
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in tbU world) were clothed in purple ttAdnt linen^ 
fiired fnmptuoiifly cvtry daf » and difdaincd f o fet the 
wife Tirgins, foQie of whom might be as poor 9ft Laza* 
nis, cTon with the doga of their flock. Thefe were 
locked upon bjr them aa entbufiafts and madn^en^ 
at perfona thait were righteous overmuch) and who in- 
tended to turn the world upiide down : but now death 
hafth opened ihor eyes, add convinced them to their 
etennU (brrowt that he is not a true Cbr iftian,,whQ is 
only one outwardly. Now they find (tho' alas ! toa 
Hte) theyt and not the wife virgins had been befid^ 
themfeWes. Now their proud hearts are msdefo ftoopi 
their lofty looks are brought low \ and as- Dives in<' 
treated that Lazarus might dip the tip of his finger in 
water, and be fent to%o<d his tongucyfo thefe fooUfit 
TirginSy thefe formal hypocritesi are obliged to turn 
beggars to thefe whom they osee defpife4 ; ** Give, us 
» of your oil ;** O ! impart to us a littln of that grace 
and holy fpiriC) for the iidSflSng of which, we fools ac« 
counted your lives madne& ; for, alas ! our lamps are 
gone ^mt V we hadxmly the form of godline&s we 
were whited fepulchres ; we ^rero' heart hypocrites : 
we contented oorfelves with defiriog to be good*; aod 
tho* confident of faltatton while we lived, yet our 
hope is entirely goncj now God has entirely taken 
away our fouls ; give ua thcfefore, G ! give n% tfao' 
we once deffufed yoo, gife ns.of font oil* for our 
lamps of an outward profeffion, and tmnfient convic* 
tiona» are quite gone out. ^ Comfort ye^ comfpct ye, 
«^ my people, iaith the Lord.'^ IMiy bretbr^ in ^ifti^ 
liear^ what the fo^flifay ts^die wife virgins, s(n4le!dfiK 
in patience to poflejb your fouls. If vim ^t true iol" 
lowers of % lovely Jefus^ (. am perhiaded you have 

Jour namea eftft out^ and # i^vmtt of «vil ipokei^ 
alfoly ai^nft yon for has naiM'l fafce. iW o<» one 
ever did, or win lire godly in Ch£^|efus, without 
f uffering perljpcttdott ; nay, I doui^fioc^but your chief 
foes are thofe of ynar own houfeliold: Tell Bie> do 
not yourxanial Idndooa and frienda tci your tex^der 


;83 7he lu't^ snd fob^Vlrgmi. 

ibtjlE (Uy by tlay, m bidding ycu fn i 

tike hfcd led you go loo fw : an i 

to cnme aiu) li;;ar ilie word of < ' 

bciinl cn;iny a I'banfre ciy out, ii:i 

iroirji of tiU fuilowcrE! Bre:hrcD| be iiui (uipiilVi!, 

Chnft'i f^rranis were always the world's fools : yo 

iflow if haled him befojc ii haled you Rtjoice inr. 

hcesc^i-dinp; g:»d Yet -j litclc while, nnd behold tfc | 

bn'iF,rt(Ktm cnneih ; then fhall you he.v tbefe forniM 

AolTioi; Ph»r<fccsfHyiDg unto you, " Give us of yc 


■ oillorourUmpsaregoneout.' 


Whci 


n you arc !»■* 


Tjledi Tcvilc not again : when you fuffet ihicaicn r 
commit y«ur fouls iacoihe h^nJEoFhim thai jnd^o- 
righteouQy: tor behold the div CDHieth, when ih 
childrett o! God Iliflll Tpeak for (hcmrdves 

Tlic wHe virgins, in ihc parablr, no don' ■ 
the fame cruel mocleingj as you may do 
lamb before th': llieafcre is dumb, fo tn tl 
they not ihAr mootbs ; but no-v we jind d 
tticir enemies an Mlfwer : " Not 
** enough for us and you : t>ut go )-e rit 
" that (alt, and buy for yourfelveg " TheQ 
not to he underlWod 29 though they « 
infuliinj; manner i for true charity teacH 
the worit of fmnets, and our moft t ' 
with the meekneft and getitlcDcreofCbrift: *: 
Dives was in hell, yrt Abraham (ioes net fah * 
vilUid I but only. Son, renismibeti and lam fp-^ 
cJ, had it b<^en tn the power of ihrd: ^ 
tkey would have de^Ic with tlie (oolidi^ 
Gad knows, I woald williup!» dej 
vetcratc enemies, Bot or-'' ^.vr th 
alio cialt them to the ■■. 
thi-n for »>« of lout, . 
cl«jc»for(heo.ri'..<t, r 
fwcr, *< Net ,t., 
" you; for t:. 
fpare; iiocL- L 
they aic ^w^ 4^.^;^^ 
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attained. Thofe whp arc truly wife are always moft 
diftruftful oF tliemfelves, preffing forwards to the 
things that arc before, and.thkik it wcU if after they 
have done all| they can m:Jkc the\r calling aad dec- 
tion Tare. ** Not fo, Ic/liherc be "not enough for us 
i* and you ; but go ye rather to them that fell, 
** and buy for yourfeives.'* Theifo words indeed 
fcem to be fpokcn in a triuraphanti but certainly they 
were uttered in the nu)(l <^ompaiIionate manner « 
" Go yc to them that fell, and buy for yourfelves : '' 
Unhappy virgins ! you accounted our Jives folly. 
Whilft with you in the body, how often have you con- 
demned, us for our zeal in. running to hear the Word 
of God, and looked oii us a^cnthufiafls, for afhrin^ 
ing, that we muft be led ami .^alk. by the Spirit, aiid 
feel the Spirit of Gad witnefiiog with our fpirits, that 
we are his children ? Now you would be glad to be 
partakers of this privilege, but it is hot ours to g;tve. 
^You' contented yourfclves .with feeking,. when you 
fhould have been ftrxviug to <^ter jn at the Itrait 
gate ; and nowgo. to xhxyxi that fell) /* and buy for 
«* yourfelvcs.". 

And what fiy you to this, yc foolifli, formal pro- 

fefTors ? for I doubt not but curiofity and novelty 

have brought maxvy fucb, even to tbU defpiled place^ 

to hear a fermpn. Can you hear this, reiply, and y^t 

not tremble I Why yist a little while» a^d thus it fhall 

(be done to you. iElejoice and bolfter yourfelves up 

in your duties and forms-; endeavour to cover your 

nakedne(& with the fig-leaves of an outward profef* 

lion and legal rigbteoui^fsj ^mA defpife the true fer- 

vants of Chrifl; aa much as ya« p^eafe, yet know, that 

all your hopes will fail you, when GcMi bringjs vou 

into judgment. For not he who cofm^endetb hin^ 

felf is juftified, >|it he wtiom the Lord commenjdcti • 

But CO return ; W€ da not hear of any reply the 

foolUh virgins make: no,. their confcicnccsxondem n-» 

ed them J likethep^rfon withoi^tawddittg-garmcnf. 


ikejraic Aivck <luni1>, and arc now filled wich anxioi 
ihougbts tiO«r rfaejr lh<ill buy oil, ihu they nn^v ;ii'c 
lip their heads bef.jfe th^ bridegioom. " Ilu: «hj:tt 
*' they went to buy," the liridegroom, the L'jcd \ 
fas, (lie King, the Hufbaiid oi hU fpoufc (bt <;hur' 
«oiitcth, atteudrd with tlioufinile and iweacy «'* 
ten ihaufandi of faints and angelii publicljr to d 
up bit jewels; and ihcv that weit leady, (be^ 
viigins who had oil in their lamps, and were P^ 
bf bis Spirit to the day of reiJcmpcion, bavinf; d 
wedding- gainieot cf an imputed right eoj&ieii, ! 
lie"' nature, went in to tbe matriage. 

Who tan *Ti[i!(r(s the tiarjfporlfi ihefc wife ritjini 
fell, whtii III V Kuxe thus aJmilted, in holy iriumph. 
inii ■" ■ ■■■■ lull enjoyment of iii.;, -.-'- •.-■. 

tdr:- . .i!id ihiftled after, 

Iho ' .. Ic-^f^andby faith h,..: 

on riiii >>i I < " ii^r^^i wbctl titling dowa^ 
inoiaic hm hl\ iupprr here on earth i If 
lOay wi^ ihinlc their he;i(is and tongM 
lirnfes, when they fee thcmftlvai (Icate^ 

gt bread in hia heavenly kiogdom, A] 
ft oi all, the door wu flmt, 3[\d (bat tbq 
joy the eTtrr btefltrd God, the cocnpaoyA 
the !piritt cf ju(t men made perfect, ib^ 
■irithuu: interruption ; for, in thli life, tb^^ 
tetl girfbed out wilh waier, becaufe t 
God's law : and they cou'd uerei come »-H 
fcre the Lordi or to bear his Word, I 
BiaetniOarie* wauld come airoto dilh 
sow the [lour is fliur. ntrw ther? i 
muntonof laintg^ which hey in nin loi^ 
lower world; ng^r larcs oo lonp/r gMM 
wheat ; no bypacrite, or onb-lic»cr, taj 
SkH atnong thrm. Now " tfcc wid 
"* uoublitie,*' aitd now iheir weary fonijtl 
Once iDo:i^, O bc'icveis, Itt ne exb^ 
tieaec to ^c^it your fotUi. God ka( 
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^beti he locked him ia the ark* But ibough heirs 
at God| and joint hcittoC Cbrift, aikl neither mea 
itM dtirih can pludc you oi|t of four heavenly Father^a 
baitditf^ yet yoo iHuft be toffed about Dritb manifold 
tcM^taiiofiSi howeTer, lift^up youc beaida, tfaf day of 
fomx perfe£k» complete redeiti|»tioH draws nigh, fic'^ 
hoki the Bridegroom cometh td fake you to kimfelf ^ 
theft yM fiiaft be cirer with the Laid- 

But I tiren trembb to tell yoo^ O nominal Ghri& 
tkn» I that the door Aall be ihuc, I mean the door ol 
ttiercyt tiever. to be opened to give you admiifioat tho* 
jt^ fhooM continue knocking to all eternity « For thu^ 
fp«4k6 4»lit Lord, ^« Afterwardtt'' aJFur, tbofe that 
tiere iteady we%t ioi amd the <ioor was fii^ti after 
they ha4i tOHtbeif forrew^ found th^rnooil^at to be 
lioi^htf nor grai^e ii#0oured» <^^eame alfotbe other 
<< IT] rgiiBie ^ '*^ attd aB £(a«i^ a^r Jacob had got the 
htefSngi eiried wkh aii exceeding bitter eryv ^' Kefk 
^ Iftit) iioveif m^; a)f9» OvtrtylaiSer;'' fe they came 
JtfjflQgt •< LoldjT Lordi o{>eo tons." ObTerfe ^e 
iffiponniSiity 4if ti}#f«/ooli{fairirgina» implied in thds 
lllN»rd8Y Lt^dyfMd* WhUQ in the hodyt I foppofe 
4hey only read, <Hd ikit pray over their prayers, tf 
^u ii^w tell them» they Ihould pray without ceafing^ 
0iey fiiould pray from their hearts, and feel tha waitf: 
ii what they prayed for } they would anfwer, Ihejf 
iKHild dot tell what you mean by inward feelings; 
th&t Go4 dW not require us to be always on our kneesf 
kmt if ft man did^jimly^ and loved merey^ an4 4iA ap 
^e ahfUteh<.f<(Mil required Vm^ it was M n^uch m 
i&it Lord r^4ui#ed at his h«Qd#« , 

1 fi^ift l^rSf too ti^wt among as ai« 6f this mind: 
»ay» I fear th«re ar« aiany fo^ polito« j(b void oi die 
love of Godt lis tQ^ tbiiiil& it too great a piec^ of f^^ 
denial^ t^ rife early to^ofer up a facr ifiee of ^raifft;ifbd 
diankfgiving acce^iib^ to God through Jef4i3 CjtmS^ 
If uny fiiefa^ by d^ food providence pf (i^ tttc 
brought ijkhtt thf^moimingi I befeei^ you to^onSd^ 


»>■ 


r 




ign Tie luj* indjwli/ti Vir^mt. SWM.X^'. 

jrourmycuidrcntctnbcr.ifyou air ^ : ': : ' -' 

of your rptriiual leihari^y, and lire ;: . 

you lliall but ta vain ciy out wiih 

" Lord, Lotd, open to u»," hercai;- >■ 

thrr, the impudence, rs weil 33 importuiiitf of tLci'. 

rthcrviri'ins; Loril, Lord, fay ibey. as ihoufih ibc. 

wrre intimately acqaatnied witb the holy JESUy 

Uit numbefi amoap ug, who liccaurc they R{ 

church, repeat ihcir Creeds, and receive the Wr 

facrxinent.ihinic iheyhave a right to call JeTu* thi 

viour, and dare call God their Father) when ihey ^ 

up the Lord's pnyer. fiut Jefus is not your t>« vim r 

The devil, not God, ts your father, unlcfs your hcan 

lire purifr"!! by faith, and you are born SLgain frotr. . 

hoit- ll is not mereiy being baptized by wj 

bcinjt bom again of the Holy Ghoft, thai i- 

lify you for falvaiion ; and ix will do yoi 

at the Great Day, to fay unto Cbrift, hot 

\a in the reiiifUt of fuch and fuch a parini 

funded, the foolilb virgins could fay ihi 

But what anfwer did the blefiid Jiln^ n ' 

fleered and fait), "Verily,! fayu.^T 

the wflid terily, to affure them h 

" I fay unioyou," I uho am tTKtl 

Itave owned in iroidB, but to works ^..i:^.i, • \ 

" I fjy unio you, I know you not." lltt^a 

mufl n^t be tinde/ltood literally ; for •hncTcr. 

Hnd .'Wrnianfi may fay to iticcojiif.iri , vel we 

li.jt Wu". Cl.iift is Gcid. Gfld b . M 

ihci'inf.- K.;gAfi|i aJl thinfp). 1' 

v^h^-n iMi-lerihc iig-it«. lic&c. 

Jni^ L^own l.-om heaven, b'- ■''■■ ' 

10 fi'c liofK we behavr i 

knr.w aoihliig t>f tlie :: 
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whereof they may ridicttle and actufe Urn* This ex-< 
preffion then, " I know, you not," sbuft hot he un.- 
decAood literally ; no^ It implies a knowledge of ap- 
probation,, as though Chcift had /aid;." Ton call me 
** Lord, Lord, but you have ^ot done the things that: 
" I have faid ;" you defire me to open the door, but 
how can you come in hither, not batring oti a wedding* 
garment? Alas, you are naked ! Where is my out* 
ward rtghteoufnefs imputed to you? Where is my 
inherent righteoufnefs wrought in you ? Where is my 
divine image (tamped upon your fouls ? How dare 
you call me^" Lord, Lord» when you have not receiv- 
ed the Holy Ghoft,' whereby I feal all that are truly 
.mine ? /< Verily, I k^ow ycru not ; depart from me, 
•' ye curfed, into evtrlafting fire, prepared for the 
** devil and his angels." 

And now, *< be that hath ears to hear, let him hear '* 
what manner of perfons thcfc were, whom Jefus 
Chrift difmifled with this anfwer. Remember, i en- 
treat you, they arq not fent away for being fornica- 
tors, fweafers, fabbath^breakers, or. prodigals. No,Jn 
all probability, they were, touching, thi^ Outward ob- 
fervances of the moral law, blamelefs^; they were con* 
ftant as to the form of religion ; and if they did no 
good, yet BO one could fay they did any harm. The" 
only thing for which they were condemned, and eter- 
nally baniihed from the preffnce of the Lord (for fo 
much ^implied in *^ I know you not") was this, they 
had no-'o^l in theirlamps, no principle of a true, living 
faith, and holinefs in thdrhearts. And if perfons may 
go to church, receive the facraiheit, lead honeit, mo- 
ral lives, and yet be fent to hdl at^c laft day, as 
they cettainly will be if they advance Hd farther, where 
wilt thou, O <fruokard? Where wilt thou, O fwear- 
ejr? Where*;wilt thou, O fabbath-breaker ? t^hcre 
wilt fchcuthar^lenieft divine revelation, and even the 
form of godlinefs ? Where will you and fuch like fin- 
ners appejf ? I know very well You mud appeac 
before the dreadful tribunal bf Jefus Chrift: Howc- 

• T3 


KT JOV ntav, tike Felix, put off the pn)fecvttan d 
your coimftions, yet you, ai well m oikert, ' 
arifc after doih, ami appnr in judgmcnl i yw 1 
then GihI, to your eteiiul brro«, tbat yuur dai 
tioD Dumbfri not : Gn his blinded your hcwns i 
hardened your foicbeads now, buijct a little while, ^ 
and out Lord will cafchimCrlfof hiiadvfrfarics- Me- 
ibinlci, ty faith, 1 fee lh« hea«n» opened, and the 
holy JCSU.S cominii; with hU face hrighter than feii 
ttioufjud ftins, darting fury upon you fiotn hli c^i ' 
Mfthinks 1 fee yoa riCnK ffOtn yoor (jtavet sicn^- 
bUng;, aftotiUhed, and crying out, W ho c>» sUde dui 
dsy ot his coming ! 

Anil uow what inference Oiall I draw frcm wbai 
lias been faii^ ? Our Lord, in the text, has dravn one 
for me; " Watch thetefotc, for ye know nv^lilicr ihr 
" day nor the hour wherein the boo ot man conieih.'* 

Watch, that is, be on your guard, and )f.ef'< iri^r 
gnccs in continual cxercife : For, s£ wh.p ■.-.- 
c«inm»nded to watch unio prayer, it S^Tiil"i;i ; !- •: -e 
fbnuld continue inibni in that duty } fovlirn^'i^ .- 
K4]uircd to V3tch in getwral, it means i. i: -' 
fbould put on the whole aimour of God, ^i .1 : . 
every day a« though It were our hft. 

And, O that the Lord may now enable m- -.- 
wp my voice ljl« a trumpet \ for had I a ih i^r.i.d 
ton^uf!!, or could Ifpcak to loud thai the wK.il': vrlJ 
mighi li''M n»e, I couM not found a mo:f ul :<i\ 
llirm than that which u cotttaimd to t\,t '.'■\i 
■WalcU, lherefoic,myDtelhien, I b«r<<:eb ym, I v if!'; 
RiCTcita irf God in Chrift Jrfus, Watch ; be on i.-iic 
RUarrf; '• Awake, yt that il-fp in ihr duU ; fr-i? 


p.fiii,^ t)^ iinal tidy of judgmcot m« 
•real way oi", the day of death il ceftll 
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paflcth jt awayi and we are gone. Blefled be God, 
we ar« all here well : but ^ho, out of thift great mul- 
titude, dare fay, 1 ihall go home to my boufe io fafe- ' 
cy ? Who knows, but whilft I am fpeaking God may 
CDinmiOion bis miniftering fplrits to call fome of yoa 
away by a fudden ftroke; to give an account with 
wbat attention you have heard this fermon. 

Tou know, my Brethren, fome fucti inftances we 
have lately had. And what angel or fpirit has af- 
fured us, that fome of you ihall not be the next? 
«« Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day Apir 
•^ the hour wherein the Son of man will come :'* Atid 
It Is chiefly for tbis reafon, that God has hid tbe^ay 
of our. deaths from us. For fincel know not but I 
Oisiy die to-morrow, why, O my foul, Witt thou not 
watch to-day ? Since I know not but T tpay die next 
mbtnent, why wilt thou not prepare for (^ying thus ? 

M^ny fucfa reikflioAS as thefe, my Brethren, crowdi 
in 0n my.mlndf At pretent, bleiTed be tlie Lord, who 
.delights to magnify his ftrength in a poor worm't 
weaiknefs, lam'itaftand, not fo niuch about what 
I {hall fay, ais what I ihall !eavc unfard^ My belly» 
like Enhu's, iSf as it were, foil of new wines^ out of 
the abundance of my heart my. mouth fpeakedi. A 
fenfe of the infinite Majefty of that GOD tn whofe 
name I preach, and before whom t^ as weii sis yoa 
muft appear, to give an account ; and the micertainty 
there is whether I (hall live another day, to fpeak t<^ 
you any itibre, are confideratlcms, whkh furritih nve 
with io Dau(:h matter, that I fcl»rce know ixrfaere to 
begtn^ or end my application. Howeteri for me- 
thod^^ £ake, by the divij(^e a^iftance, I will brancb it 
into three pardcolars; \. 

hxd^TvrJl\ I w^uld i^mJind You ttiat are notori- 
"ouily ungodly, of whii our Irord fays iii the text: 
for, though I have fa^id your damnation ilun^bers inott 
whilu you continue in aa impenitent ftate ; yet that 
was only t^ fct yoa on yoixr watch, to convin«?e yoa 
M your danger, and excite you toxry out : << Wtot 

T4 


* iluti vre doto be fired r'**f a^ 
I ract'^iietber [ hsvc faii) the door € 
I Ibttc a^uinftfou, if yoti believe on Jthis4 
1 if jna arc ihrf chief of Gnncet if you a 
rof fwhrr, vr t.f r:iorhc)i.; if »uU aif ciill 


m\ i«i*»tieti on II, \\,M nc «ill iliixti; uudii 
in liiB hr-areoly inraHiTc. Woadrr nOl « n; 

■Liii : widi fn I-. icb aflunnce, for 1 know " IC 

i .i . 1, ir.g, and wnuliy of a!l4«? 

' .- . .imc into the woild(»to 

iiciin-iiig) finnos." H^Ti 

<;i«. ; .n> petfuadcii, was ilDSTf 

' ic agJin into ihc worUl, aiiit 

ihi'tti en tW crofs. B«t, W«|W 

'_■: lUivc'i down his hcad^iMlr 

■ -ion was Hnilhed. Il4< 

f ;i lively bith ia bit U*< 

fiiuation ; Ifyouin**^— 

Or . y 'i-.l'. .i.>' J..L1 are the notft of fiaMOiff 

h;l ncr tay unto ynn, " Verily I kaow y*"*^ 

i litjor of mercy ftall be opened unto jroit. i** 

. (ly ji, L-vc of ijiLh loiiiat Grd iii:i(i, wb" 
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doubt, how three thoufand were converted at Peter's 
preacbifigom: {erRion,aiteir our Lord's afc^enfioxii and 
many of the cr^cifiers of. the Lord of glory undoubt- 
edly vere among them ; and vtrhy (bould you defpair ? 
For lefus Chriil is the fame yefterday, to-day, and 
fof ever. The Holy Ghoft (hall be fent dowq on you^ 
as well as 091 them» if you do hut believe \ for Chnfl: 
afceaded up on high to receive this gift even for the 
vileft of men. Come then^ all ye. that are weary and 
heavy laden with a f^nfe of your fins, lay hold on 
Chrift by faith and he will give you reft ; for &Iva- 
tion is the free gift of God to ail them that believe. 
And though you may think this ceo good news to be 
trues y<t I fpeak the truth in Chrift^ I lie noty this ia 
the gofpei, this is the glad tidings which we are com- 
miffioned to preach to every ^oae. Be not faithlefs 
thent but believing. Let not the devil lead you ct^p- 
tive at his will any long esr^ for all the wages he gives 
his fcrvants is death, death often in this life, death 
everlafting in the next;^ b^tthjgj free gift of God ise- 
t«^rnal lik to all that believe; in J^fu&i Chrilt. Pbari* 
• fees are and will be -offeiiclcd at my coining l?e;r, 
and offering you falyation ,00 fuch chea^ terms ! but 
the more they bid me hold i&y peace, the mor^ will 
I cry out and proclaim to coE^jrifled (innei:$, that }<•- 
fus, David's fpn according to the flefh, but Davie's 
.Lord as he was'God, wili have mercy en all that iy 
a livingfaitb truly t^urn to him. If this is to be vile, 
I p^ay Gf^^ i may^hie more yile. If they will tvoi lee 
me preach Chrift crucifietf; a^dofierfalyationto (innf rs 
inacharch, I witlpfcachhiin in the lanes, ftreets, higl:- 
% ways and hedges; and nothing pleafes me bsittcrthanjo 
think I am now^npneof the devil's ftrcngcit holes. 
Surely the Lord has not^ fent me and all ypu hither for 
nothmgj no, bleffed be.Gpd, " the field* are white 
<* ready unto hjjrveli," ^and many fouls I hope villi 
be gathered into his. heavenly garner. It is uae^ it 
is the midnight o£. the church, cfpecially the poor 
church of England ; but Gpd has lately fent forth 
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hii ferTBnts tocTf. " HehoUl tbc Briirgr^iGfrca'T 
" <i!i:" I lideccl) you, O finncrt, bcj.-k [ 
roitc ! Lit Tt%c efpoiifc you bj tinh to n 
teri and hcnccforw^ul waidi and ;)ray, ii . . 
be cc3(ty to go forth and meet kio. 

SfeontHy, 1 would apply (o ihulc (hat are i>aia9<ii 
If prafiHie, bm by ilcpcnding oa a ioriDAl muaa :< 
dutiot deceive your foul:, anil in fonliOi virgins 

fiut I mnft fpctlc 10 your conviAion, i^j i . 
oo(llfo(^ Mjdeaf Dieihrcn, you have li^^ 
the foolifti virgins went, and ycr were aisi 
" Vctily 1 luiovr you «ot : " The reafon j:., i,.-. 
DOtie btt( fuch n luve k living faith in Jt^fus Chui'. 
and are truly bornvgnin, can polBb'y enter inioibr 
kingdom of heaven' You may. perhipn, liv<; hnn^:! 
and oncwsrdly morallirts. but if you Jcfii:r>'^ r.n w:- 
■nontityi or join yout worlii with yuai laiil', -i ■■ ■ 
l« jallify you before God, you have no lol 3r i' " ■ i 
Cbrifl's redemption : For what ii ihie but io j^uj i:- 
Lorilt})iU ban bouf;i-[ you/ Whdi i| thii' butni^inj 
^DUrfelvo yoof ova favi^urs? taking the crovnffc"' 
Chrift,and pkiitinj; ii on yourowii hcacU? IbecriBij 
of the devil. Tome iuve fgppofed, canliiled fadfl| 
that he would noc b^w to Jcfua Chrill, whcntbe^H 
dier comnunded »il •l-'e an^rls lo wnrdilp tiim'i ^H 
what do you left ? Vou will not own and futMn^^f 
bi* righieaaCnef* t -.in-I though you pretend tsj^H 
Ihtp him with your ii|M, yciyour hfurtt ursti^^^l 
faim) bcGilo you, •□ ctTed, drny ;bc opeW(0^^| 
h» blciicd Spirit, yon miitakt common f« C^X^H 
grace ; you hope l<> he lavt-if. .irc^ufc you hiV'^^^H 
dcGra ; and a few fli*<ti conviUioni^i and wliuw^^l 
bui to give God, his Word, and all bis faints, tN^^| 
A Jew, aToric, h» lu-juaily as ^ood grounds wlil^H 
to build (be boiies rtt hia filvaiioa. Need ^^^| 
th«a ic ur uut 10 - r;ij, ye fr>oli(h virjQtt|u]^^H 
Bcg>n youof yourfelf-iidl^^H 

ami : . yuur beaiti i j^^^^^^^ 
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^< coBteth,*^ yott will fi»d yotirfehet mterly tt»pfe[Hir- 
^d CO gil forth to meet faim : Yon mwf ctj, I^yrd^ 
Liord ; bttt the anfwer vxll be, Verilyi I hio^ yotmot* 

fUrily^ I would fjpeak a word or two by way of 

exbortfttton to thofe who are wife iirgins and are af- 

fared they have on a wedding^ffarnient. That there 

are many fnch among you, who by grace haire re- 

noitnced your own righteoufnefs, luid know that tte 

rtghteoafnefs of the Lord Jc^fus is imptiited to you, I 

make no doubt. God has his fecret ones in the worft 

t>f cim«8 ;. and I am perfuaded he has not let lb lorn! si 

^{pel-cry be made among his people^ as of late haa 

•been heard, for tl(:>thing« No, I am confident, the 

Holy Ghoft has been given to many at the preaching 

.of faith, and has powidffntiy fallen on many, whilft 

they hare beeh hearing the tirOrit Too are nowthoi 

no longer feoiiflh, but wife tiirgina; notwilhftaudiog 

1 befeech you alfo to fuffer the ^otA of exbottation$ 

for wife virgins a^e toe apt, whitft the bridegroom 

tarfies, to flatnberandlteep. Wat^- tfaerelbf e^ watch 

and pray,* at this time efpeciaMy ; 'for perh^pa a tinUB 

bCTuffering U at hand. The ark of <lie liOrd.b^ini 

already to tobedriven^ntotbetdidemeft. fte yetheret- 

fore on your watch, and ftitl pe^vntre in fbJldwing 

your Lord, even without tbe.camp) beasrJnf lii$ re^ 

proach : the cij that has been lately made has awaken* 

ed the devil and his fervanis; they' bi^in to c^ 

horribly: and well they fnay ; fo^ I hope their king*. 

dom h ia danger. Waiok rkerefore^ ^r if we -are 

liot always <in osr guard, a timeojf trial nlay overtake 

Us unawares \ and, tnftead of owf^ng, like Peter vrt, 

inay be tempted to deny oiir ihafter. Set death and 

eternity often before yoli. Lo6k to Jefaa, the author 

a&d finlfher of yqur faith, and confidcr how little a 

^whtle It will be, ere becomes to judgment ; and then 

otsr reproach fliall be wiped nwayj thcaccuiers cf us 

and our brethren fhall be Caft down,' and we all fhall 

be lodged in heaven iot ever, ^\^ our dear Lord. 

Lafiljt What I fay to you, f fay to all, -'W^ch i 



to hinfell', irilctab'c, pooi, eltDd and nikcd 

iTCi he i* willtii^ ludoihc you vith his evcil&njiqg 

liehieaiifncri, and maiic yoo panakers at ihai glory* 

TE-Bicli he enjiijcd wiih tlic ¥itha bcfnre ihr voriJ 

bepnn Do not turn a deaf carta lUCi doaatnjeii 

<k« melTxce on account of the meanncfs of ihe rnci- 

fcii|[cr. i 3rii :i Lhiliij but die Lord fau chofc]] tnci 

:V: ._■ 3l[ his o*n. Had he fcMj" 

K. i rahbi, you mi^hl (ibvc 

I ■■'- done I'ometbing ; but 

(. : I . .: ^1 inii.i, tnatthencellcncy oflhc poi 

r; , L : c:. :ni[ to be of man, but of God. Ltt 

;. I M J > .iirir^rg ihen defpife my youth : 1 care mC 

. ir ■ *7reirmi'ie Gghtoffuch men ( Igloryia 

' [ Mil . pcrfuiclcdi il any oi yen (houU he 

.1 rill by this preaching, you will hare no 

i 1', vbcri youcometo heaven, that GoJ 

" I'cho!'] (he hiidee^oont com- 

", ilie rhuuj>}it of heing iiUifu- 

.1 ydu to gloiy, filb me with 

'■'■:, : inyeat you, Wjrch, ar.l 

i.aiti JL-lu3 wilfieceivr. all tbjt t^I! en 

Let ihaicry, " Behold i' : Zu-^v- 


□ tDC( 


■ -■ iir, O t-ilter, pr i;:y iii.,r HiU'j^ 
r lAfd. jtmtn ! and Jiiifin ! 


k« 


